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Election Season Enters 
Its Final Stretch

By Bettina Thiel 
Orange Town News Correspondent

In less than six weeks, on Tuesday, 
November 7, Orange residents will 
be heading to the polls to cast their 
votes for town government. While the 
Republican ticket lists the well- known, 
experienced crew, local Democrats are 
fielding a number of newcomers to 
municipal governance, many of them 
with impressive credentials.

At the head of the Republican ticket 
is long-time First Selectman Jim Zeoli 
who is seeking his 10th term, and with 
him on the ballot for the Board of Se-
lectmen are incumbents John Carange-
lo, Ralph Okenquist and Judy Williams.

Challenging Zeoli is Democrat Mark 
Moyher, who has a professional back-
ground in the financial industry, and 
running alongside him for the Board of 
Selectmen are incumbents PJ Shanley 
and Mitch Goldblatt, as well as new-
comer Melissa Johnston, a marketing 

manager at a company called Defibtech.
Town Clerk Mary Shaw and Tax Col-

lector Thomas Hurley, both Republi-
cans, are on the ballot for re-election. 
They are both unopposed.

It’s for the Board of Finance that 
things become interesting. The Repub-
lican incumbents are Kevin Houlihan 
and James Leahy, current chairman 
and vice chairman of that board, re-
spectively, who have served in their po-
sition for many years. The Democrats 
are fielding Anna Mahon, who comes 
with a lot of name recognition as the 
former Amity High School principal; 
and Jen Alfaro, a business owner.

For the local Board of Education, 
incumbents Bill Kraut and Ken Ziman 
are running on the Republican tick-
et, along with newcomer Anthony 
Scarinzi, a computer programmer with 
Aquarion Water Company.

See “Election Season” On Page 15

Boy Scout Troop 41 
Kicks Off New Season 

Boy Scout Troop 41 is gearing up for 
a new season of camping, hiking, and 
other outdoor adventures. The troop 
is open to boys ages 11 and up from 
all surrounding towns.

“We’re looking forward to a great 
year of Scouting,” said Scoutmaster 
Brian. “We have a lot of great events 
planned, and we’re always looking for 
new Scouts to join us.”

Troop 41 meets Monday nights at 
the Congregation B’nai Jacob. Meet-
ings typically include a variety of ac-
tivities, such as games, scout skills 
instruction, and planning for upcom-
ing events.

The troop also goes on a number of 
campouts throughout the year. These 
campouts provide Scouts with the op-
portunity to learn new skills, such as 
camping, cooking, and orienteering. 

In addition to camping, Troop 41 also 
participates in a number of other activ-
ities, such as hiking, and community 
service projects.

Scouting is a great way for boys to 
learn new skills, make new friends, and 
have fun. We encourage all who are 
interested in Scouting to come check 
us out. For more information about 
Troop 41, visit troop41woodbridge.org.

Upcoming Troop 41 events:
› September: Beginner Backpacker;
› October: Top Shot Camporee;
› November: Shooting Sports and 

Orienteering Trip;
› December: The Freedom Trail 

in Boston.
How to join Troop 41:

› Visit troop41woodbridge.org;
› Contact Scoutmaster Brian Cleve-

land at (203) 314-1329.

Election Coverage – Page 7
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Management of 
Acute Sports Injuries 

By Kyle Branday, MSPT, CDN
There are few things more gut 

wrenching than lying on the court or 
field of play, writhing in pain from an 
injury just sustained during practice 
or a game. The swelling, the pain, an 
inability to get yourself off the field. 
Most athletes, whether professional, 
collegiate, or recreational have been 
in this position at one point or anoth-
er. Oftentimes we are able to bounce 
right back up, take a quick rest, and get 
right back to playing. However, what 
happens when we can’t get right back 
in the game? 

The conventional approach has al-
ways been RICE: Rest, Ice, Compres-
sion, and Elevation. The reason for this 
is that in most acute injuries, the dam-
age to soft tissue (ligaments, tendons, 
and muscles) as well as involved joints 
can create swelling and inflammation. 
By resting, we reduce the further strain 
put on the injured area. Icing assists 
with reducing the inflammatory re-
sponse and creating vasoconstriction 
(narrowing of the blood vessels) to 
reduce swelling. Compression also re-
duces swelling by preventing the fluid 
in the affected area to pool and expand. 
Elevation allows for a natural flow of 
the fluid in the injured area to work 
its way back to the heart passively. 
Contraction of our muscles prevents 
pooling of fluid normally, however in 
injured areas, our muscles often are 
too painful to contraction and creating 
that normal pumping effect to drive 
fluid out of the injured area. 

Research has shown that acute 
treatment of injuries sustained on 
the field will lead to significantly less 
time on the sidelines. Take one of the 
most common on field injuries, an 
ankle sprain. Generally speaking, a 
sprain of the ankle involves injury to 
both ligaments and tendons and can 
create significant swelling, pain, and 
difficulty with walking and certainly 

in performing sports related activities. 
Treatment of an acute ankle sprain to 
manage swelling and pain within the 
first 24-48 hours can lead to poten-
tial rehab time of 2-4 visits, whereas 
chronic treatment viewed at treatment 
began 72 hours or later post injury can 
lead to treatment time up to 3-5 weeks. 

The results speak for themselves. 
While younger athletes always tend to 
rebound faster than those of us who 
still try and be weekend warriors, we 
all need acute treatment of our injuries 
in order to get back on that playing 
field quickly. Don’t let a simple sprain 
keep you off the field.

Kyle Branday, MSPT is a licensed physical 
therapist and partner at Amity Physical 
Therapy. Kyle is a graduate of Quinnipiac 
University with years of experience 
treating a wide variety of injuries including 
orthopedics, sports related injuries, and 
neurological rehabiliation while working 
with patients of all ages and ability levels.  
Amity Physical Therapy is in its 19th 
year as a practice and now maintains 5 
offices in Woodbridge, Hamden, Branford, 
Milford and Wallingford. Kyle can be seen 
at his Woodbridge location at 1 Bradley 
Road and can be reached at (203) 389-
4593 or visit amitypt.com.

Residential
Commercial
Industrial

P
EST ELIMINATIO

N ▪ Termites
▪ Ants ▪ Bees
▪ Rodents 

Plus Most Other Pests

We Have Been Providing Professional, 
Safe, and High Quality Service since 2006

Locally Owned & Operated
▪ Unmarked Vehicles Available

▪ All Work Guaranteed
▪ Owner On Every Job

FREE ESTIMATES!
203-393-7326
WWW.bethwoodpest.com

“Small Enough to Care, Big Enough to Serve”

Licensed & Insured Lic.# B-2293

Call 203-891-0599 or visit
www.storkclubs.com for more details!

801 Baldwin Rd at RT 34 ORANGE

203-777-1234
Serving Woodbridge, Orange, Milford 

and Greater New Haven
CALL US FOR FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

Licensed  -  Bonded  -  Insured

We Provide Reliable 
Homecare Assistance

Home Health Aides • CNAs • Companions • Homemakers • And More

HEALTH & FITNESSHEALTH & FITNESS

Kyle Branday

“Delicious autumn! My very soul is wedded to it, and if I were a bird I would 
fly about the earth seeking the successive autumns.” — GEORGE ELIOT

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.
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  203-494-3421  reginasauer@yahoo.com

Locally. Focused. Expertise.

Jordan
 Orange, CT

“Regina did an awesome job. We found her 
the first time when we bought the house & told 
her then that when we were going to sell I’d 
get in touch with her. She’s there for you & 
will answer back very quickly. So if you’re 
looking for a great realtor give her a call.
Thank you Regina!!

                                                                   

Regina knows the greater 
                                CT market trends, the 
                                different local areas within
                                the towns we visited, and 
                               she seems to know all the
                               people to call for help and 
                               guidance on just about 
                               anything!

“Regina is a real professional who 
has been a great advocate for me when 

buying and selling several homes 
over the past 16+ years. 

I highly recommend 
her services to anyone 
looking to buy or sell.”

Rich,
Orange, CT

Ryan,
Stratford, CT   

Regina Sauer was absolutely terri�c. We were 

thrilled with her helping us sell our home. She 

is incredibly knowledgeable, e�cient, 

communicative and skilled in negotiations. 

We always felt we were in great hands throughout 

the entire process. I very highly recommend her.

Regina Sauer
Realtor®

Kim, Hamden CT

“5-stars all the way!”
Eric B.

Wagon Trail, 

Orange, CT

Experienced local senior 
care for total peace of mind.
Visiting Angels specializes in Live-In and 12 Hour care, allowing your loved one 
to remain where they are the most comfortable…
in their own home.

• Bathing Assistance
• Dressing Assistance
• Grooming
• Assistance with Walking 
• Medication Reminders
• Errands

• Shopping
• Light Housekeeping
• Meal Preparation
• Friendly Companionship
• Flexible Hourly Care
• Respite Care for Families

Each Visiting Angels agency is independently owned and operated. License: HCA 0000561  
®2022 Visiting Angels is a registered trademark of Living Assistance Services, Inc.

203.298.9700 
VisitingAngels.com/Woodbridge

DOLLAR ZONE PLUS

203-308-2248 ++ 212-470-5887 
dollarzoneplus@gmail.com  +  +  �        /dollarzoneplus

656 New Haven Ave., Derby, CT

Health & Beauty ++ Bed & Bath
School & Office Supplies ++ Arts & Crafts 
Fresh Cut Flowers & Plants ++ Cleaning

Kitchen Supplies ++ Hardware
Garden Supplies ++ Gifts & Seasonal

Students at OCNS are happy to be back 
at school making new friends!



Page 4  Friday, September 29, 2023

Orange’s Exclusive Newspaper
Mailed Free to Every Home & Business in Orange

Circulation of 6,070.

Mailing Address: PO Box 132, Uncasville, CT 06382
Phone: 203-298-4399

Publisher Rocky Salperto
Editor Marlene Silverstein

Production & Design  J. Michael Kriz
Correspondent  Bettina Thiel

Contributing Writer  Ginny Reinhard

To Submit News Articles/Local Events contact 203-298-4399
or Email: edit@orangetownnews.com

For Advertisement Information call 203-298-4399
or Email: ads@orangetownnews.com

To Submit a Letter to the Editor mail us
or Email your letter to: letters@orangetownnews.com

All articles, photographs and letters must include your name, address 
and daytime telephone number for confirmation. The Orange Town 
News reserves the right to reject any advertisement, article, photograph 
or letter. Letters to the Editor must be unique to the Orange Town News.

Contact us:
Rocky Salperto  .......................................................rocky@orangetownnews.com
Marlene Silverstein  ................................................. edit@orangetownnews.com
J. Michael Kriz  ........................................................mike@orangetownnews.com

Below are the next three issue dates & deadlines of the Orange Town News.
Thank you for your submissions to Your Home Town Newspaper.

Upcoming Issue Date Issue Deadline
October 27  |  Election Issue ............................................................................October 20
November 17  |  Thanksgiving Issue ............................................................November 10
December 15  |  Holiday Issue ........................................................................December 8
Note: Copy due by 4:00p.m. Thank you.

www.OrangeTownNews.com

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.

OTN LETTERS POLICY
Submit your letters for our "From Our Readers" section to:

Orange Town News, P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477
or email: letters@orangetownnews.com.

Please limit letters to 500 words and include a daytime phone number 
in case we have any questions. Letters must be exclusive to the Orange 

Town News for publication. We reserve the right to reject any letter.

174 CHERRY STREET · MILFORD, CT 06460
PHONE 203-876-0445 · FAX 203-874-7498

mpaolinicpa.com

PERSONAL AND BUSINESS TAX RETURNS
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

IRS AND STATE REPRESENTATION
TAX PLANNING

BUSINESS FEASIBILITY STUDIES
NON-PROFIT EXEMPTIONS

MICHAEL J. PAOLINI, CPA

FROM OUR READERSFROM OUR READERS
The Failing Acronyms 
of CRT, DEI, and SEL

We need to be very careful when 
selecting candidates for election to the 
Board of Education on November 7th. 
In particular, what curriculum they ap-
prove to be taught at Amity is critical. 
Amity was ranked first in the state of 
Connecticut in 2014, but its rank has 
been dropping over the years and now 
stands at 39th. It is clear that we need 
to elect Board of Education members 
who will put the emphasis back on 
academics. We need to support our 
educators who want to teach reading, 
writing and arithmetic.

During the last four years, the toxic, 
racist ideology of Critical Race The-
ory (CRT), has evolved into a Social 
and Emotional Learning curriculum 
(SEL) known as Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion (DEI). This has crept into 
our public-school systems through its 
school curricula via teacher training 
programs. Words like “equity,” “social 
justice,” “diversity and inclusion,” and 

“culturally responsive teaching” sound 
harmless and pleasing, but their actu-
al definitions are different than what 
they commonly mean. For example, 
Equity sounds non-threatening and 
is easily confused with the American 
principle of equality. But the distinc-
tion is vast and important. Equity is 
guaranteeing that the outcome is the 
same for everyone. In order to achieve 
equity, you have to give more to those 
who aren’t “equal” by taking from 
those with “more” until they equal the 
lowest common denominator. When 
you treat classes of people differently 
in order to achieve equity, that clearly 
sounds like other words we know—
racism and discrimination. Equality of 
opportunity on the other hand, means 
that everyone is given the opportunity 
to excel and that those who need the 
extra help are given it, without taking 
opportunity away from others to do so 
and there is no limit to what you can 

achieve. The Amity Board of Education, 
at the recommendation of the Superin-
tendent, approved eliminating honors 
classes in the name of Equity. When 
they reject equality, they are rejecting 
the principle proclaimed in the Decla-
ration of Independence, defended in 
the Civil War, and codified into law 
with the 14th and 15th Amendments, 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Equity translates into aspiring for 
mediocrity. As a result, our children 
are being dragged down when in fact, 
they need to be lifted up. They de-
serve better.
Karen Kerames

Decide To Ride
There’s nothing like football season 

in our area to bring people together. 
As students, alumni, and fans aged 
21+ pack the stadiums this year, a re-
minder to plan ahead for a safe ride 
home if your game day plans include 
a beer or two.

Whether you’re at a tailgate, seated 
on the 50-yard line or cheering on your 
team from a local bar, Anheuser-Busch, 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving, Uber, 
and Dichello Distributors, Inc. have 
an important message for the entire 
community: Decide to Ride.

Drunk driving is 100% preventable. 
By opting for an Uber or other sober 
ride home at the end of the day, we 
can keep everyone safe and ensure the 
good times continue all season long.

Anheuser-Busch, MADD, and Uber 
joined forces and launched the Decide 
to Ride campaign in September 2021 
as part of a first-of-its-kind industry 
coalition aimed at bringing an end to 
drunk driving. This season, Dichello 
Distributors, Inc. is proud to help pro-
mote responsible drinking behavior 
and keep our community safe.
Tony Lota
Alcohol Awareness Coordinator
Dichello Distributors, Inc.
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Attention Teachers!
We want to know what’s going on in your classroom!
Let us know about any fun activities or holiday projects. 

You can also send us your pictures. 
(Parental consent required)

Orange  Town News
P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477 • edit@OrangeTownNews.com

Dean’s List
Ithaca College

Ithaca, NY - Claudia Homiski of Or-
ange, 06477 has been named to Ithaca 
College’s Spring 2023 Dean’s List.

Seton Hall University
South Orange, NJ - Seton Hall Uni-

versity is pleased to announce Andrew 
Gnidula of Orange has qualified for the 
Spring 2023 Dean’s List. 

After the close of every semester, 
undergraduate students completing 
all courses with a GPA of 3.4, with no 
grades lower than “C”, qualify for the 
Dean’s List.

STUDENT NEWSSTUDENT NEWS

Yana Patel Receives Elmira 
College Key Award

Yana Patel, of Orange, CT, received 
the Elmira College Key Award for ac-
ademic and community leadership. A 
tradition that goes back to 1935, the 
EC Key Award is presented to out-
standing students in their junior year 
of high school or preparatory school.

This year, the award was given to 
783 students in 16 states. Recipients 
receive an $80,000 scholarship over 
a four-year period, $20,000 per year, 
upon enrolling at Elmira College. “This 

award is given to students with the 
potential to excel academically, serve 
as leaders, and go on to enjoy success 
in life,”” said Charles Lindsay, presi-
dent of Elmira College. “We hope they 
will choose to make Elmira College 
their place.”

Sponsored by the EC Alumni As-
sociation, the Key Award recognizes 
students for high scholastic achieve-
ment, leadership, citizenship, and par-
ticipation in extracurricular activities.

Hop The BUS 
Orange Senior Center will resume 

Hop the Bus transportation for the 
2023-2024 New Haven Symphony 
Season at Woolsey Hall. Leave your 
car behind and ride in comfort to and 
from the Symphony for free!

Opening night performance Saint-
Saëns & Tchaikovsky scheduled for 
Thursday, September 28th, at 7:30pm. 
The bus will depart from the front of 
High Plains Community Center, 525 

Orange Center Road at 6:45pm sharp! 
Hop the Bus transportation is made 

possible through a generous grant 
from the Orange Foundation. 

Riders are responsible for purchas-
ing their symphony tickets and making 
reservations for the bus 1 week prior 
by calling (203) 891-4784. 

For the season schedule, visit 
www.newhavensymphony.org or call 
(203) 865-0831.

Holly Hill Childcare 
Forms Partnership
Holly Hill Childcare and Learning 

Center is pleased to announce its part-
nering with Ally Soule of Heart and 
Soule Speech Therapy. This exciting 
partnership is the first of its kind!

Ally Soule is a resident of Orange, 
mom to a two-year old little girl, and a 
pediatric speech 
language pathol-
ogist with over 
six years of ex-
perience. Ally re-
ceived her under-
graduate degree 
from Southern 
CT State Uni-
versity and her 
Master’s degree 
from University 
of MA Amherst. 
Ally and her fam-
ily moved back 
to the area last 
summer after 
living in Massa-
chusetts for sev-
eral years.

Throughout 
her career, Ally 
has worked in 
the school, inpatient hospital, out-
patient clinic, and the birth-to-three 
settings. In each setting, Ally found 
herself working hard to support par-
ent and teacher education, advocacy, 
and involvement. However, in each 
setting, Ally found it difficult to find 
the time to effectively communicate 
and connect with families in the way 
that she wanted.

Now back “home”, she decided 
it was time to open her own private 
speech therapy practice, Heart and 
Soule Speech Therapy, LLC. The biggest 
goal for Ally in opening her practice 
has been to empower parents, fami-
lies, and caregivers and to help others 
better understand child development. 
Research on development, past and 
present, supports the effectiveness 
of collaboration and parent/teacher 
education in order to facilitate learning 
and increased success for our children.

Having a toddler at home, while 
simultaneously serving the young chil-
dren in her practice, generated an idea 
for Ally that she presented to Holly 
Hill Childcare and Learning Center. 
This proposed plan would allow Ally to 
provide hands-on coaching and consul-
tation with directors and teachers, to 
answer questions about development, 
and to be available to support families 
as needed. After the idea was proposed, 
director Debbie Fedorko and educa-
tional liaison Margaret Dana-Con-
way were in agreement-this could be 
something great! From there, Ally and 
Debbie began working collaboratively 

with Holly Hill staff to develop the 
program to include the opportunity to 
share strategies to better understand 
and support communication, behavior, 
play skills, and overall development for 
the children at Holly Hill.

“A partnership of this kind, with our 
childcare center 
and speech lan-
guage patholo-
gist working pro-
actively to best 
serve children 
and teachers, is 
one of a kind, 
unique, and in-
novative”, stated 
director Fedorko. 
Most often, a 
child is identified 
as significantly 
delayed and a 
speech language 
pathologist (or 
another profes-
sional/clinician) 
begins working 
with the child 
and family. Al-
though this is an 

effective and important model, the 
current need of our youngest learners 
is calling for creativity from clinicians 
and a change in the traditional way 
of meeting the needs of our children.

With this proactive model, the 
teachers at Holly Hill are learning strat-
egies to support language development, 
play skills, and behavior. They are giv-
en the opportunity to problem-solve 
with Ally by asking questions, sharing 
concerns, and trying different strate-
gies with hands-on support available. 
Childcare providers are feeling more 
confident and empowered when inter-
acting with children of different ages 
and skill levels. Additionally, with this 
model, the childcare providers are gain-
ing knowledge related to identifying 
delays more quickly in order to facil-
itate earlier intervention as needed. 
Soule stated, “We must remember, our 
dedicated staff spends more time with 
our children than most of us are able to. 
By educating and empowering child-
care staff and teachers, we are able to 
give our children skilled, intentional 
support throughout the majority of 
their days.”

Both Ally and Debbie hope that, 
with Heart and Soule Speech Therapy, 
LLC, Ally will be able to reach as many 
children, providers, and families as 
possible and to empower them with 
knowledge related to speech language 
development. When we can all come 
together in collaboration and with 
shared knowledge, the community 
becomes a powerful place.

LOCAL BUSINESSLOCAL BUSINESS

Debbie Fedorko & Ally Soule

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

SENIOR CENTERSENIOR CENTER

CALL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE!
Display ads start at only $110 per issue.

Call  203-298-4399 to place your ad!
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Amity’s Ranks on State Assessments Went Up… Yet 
Why Did Its Ranking on U.S. News Drop?

By Sudhir Karunakaran 
Amity Board of Education Member

Amity High School’s drop in the 
2023 U.S. News ranking is puzzling, 
especially after the strong improve-
ment in ranks on state-wide assess-
ment tests last year. At the last BOE 
meeting, some parents raised con-
cerns about the ranking drop. As a 
BOE member and Woodbridge parent 
myself, I delved into the data, to un-
derstand and diagnose the issues, so 
that the board and school can take any 
necessary remedial actions.

Amity’s Impressive 
State Assessment 
Rankings in 2021-22

Despite the educational challenges 
posed by the COVID pandemic, Amity 
had maintained stable scores in 2021-
22 compared to the pre-COVID scores 
in 2018-19. Hence, I first looked at 
Amity’s performance, relative to other 
schools. There is good news here. Am-
ity’s rank among CT schools improved 
substantially in all three subjects:
› Math: Improved from 28th to 9th;
› English and Language Arts (ELA): 

Improved from 27th to 11th;
› Science: Improved from 

28th to 17th.

The rise in ranks is a testament to 
the resilience and hard work of our 
students, teachers, and administrators, 
who persevered through the pandemic 
without falling behind in academics.

But if Amity’s ranks on state as-
sessments went up, why did U.S. News 
rank drop?

The Discrepancy with 
U.S. News Rankings: 
Older Data and COVID-
disrupted AP test rates

Since Connecticut didn’t publish 
state assessment data for 2020-21 
(due to COVID disruptions), U.S. News 
used older 2018-19 data-data that was 
also used for last year’s ranking. Thus, 
this 40% component of the ranking, 
did not reflect Amity’s recent perfor-
mance improvements. The good news 
is that the impressive 2021-22 per-
formance will help Amity’s ranking 
next year.

The other major 40% component 
of the ranking is Ged to Advanced 
Placement (AP) test taking and scores, 
which U.S. News considers as a proxy 
for college readiness. For this year, U.S. 
News used data from the COVID-dis-
rupted 2020-21 year, where Amity 
had a historic low AP test taking rate 

of 42%, and this COVID-related drop 
was sharper than at peer schools. As 
the graph shows, these numbers are 
recovering and should have less impact 
on Amity’s future rankings.

Assessing Amity Priorities
The recent student performance 

in state assessments shows that on 
average our students are performing 
among the very best. And there are 
other strong signs of excellence during 
the last year. Our students continue 
to do us proud by winning various na-
tional and state-level competitions. In 
particular, a record 27 students out of 
a class of 315 (8.6%) achieved “Com-
mended Scholar/Semi-Finalist” status 
at the National Merit Scholar com-
petition last year. This is about three 
times higher than the national average 
of 3% who achieve this status. Overall, 
Amity’s academic performance is on 
the rise, not on the decline.

I see one persistent challenge 
for Amity. As the graph suggests, a 
significant share of Amity students 
taking AP classes choose not to take 
the exams. The exams cost $98-$148, 
and as colleges increasingly do not 
give college credit for AP exams, many 
Amity students find these exams not 
worth their stress or money. Some 
districts pay for their students’ ex-
ams. There are some who require or 

“expect” students to take the exams. 
Since Amity “encourages,” but does 
not require students to take the exams, 
it has been a drag on our US News rank 
in recent years.

But it is not clear how Amity should 
address this challenge. A school should 
prepare students for college by encour-
aging them to learn advanced material. 
Taking AP courses and doing well on 
them does that, but taking expensive 
AP exams that students don’t see value 
in does not. While Amity can encour-
age students to voluntarily take AP 
tests to improve their chances of ad-

mission to a preferred college, it would 
be misguided to push them to take AP 
exams just to boost Amity’s ranking.

Looking Ahead
Magazine rankings, especial-

ly when based on outdated data or 
questionable metrics such as AP test 
taking, don’t define our excellence. 
The state assessment ranks show that 
Amity students on average performed 
very well in academics last year. Their 
AP course participation continues to 
rise after the steep drop caused by 
COVID. The National Merit Scholar-
ship performance shows that our top 
students also do exceptionally well. 
Overall, this suggests that Amity is 
pursuing excellence in an inclusive 
way-at the top, and across the board.

Given the evidence, I concluded 
that any narrative that Amity is under-
performing or declining on academic 
performance is inconsistent with the 
facts. Such narratives demonstrate 
our hardworking students and edu-
cators. And by hurting the school’s 
reputation, it harms our communi-
ty’s attractiveness. I hope my analysis 
reassures concerned parents and the 
broader community that Amity’s U.S. 
News rank this year is an idiosyncratic 
blip and does not reflect either current 
student performance or a systematic 
decline. The evidence instead suggests 
improving performance.

And if one simply wants to see 
good news in a recent ranking, here 
is one. In 2023, Niche ranked the Am-
ity School District as #10 in the state 
with an overall A+ and specifically an 
A+ for College Preparation.

Let’s applaud Amity’s achieve-
ments, even as we strive for contin-
uous improvement. Amity’s mission 
should be clear: to remain a hub of 
excellence that allows every student 
in our community to achieve their 
potential. Let the rankings follow the 
excellence.

Source: Data provided by Amity High School and from Superintendent Reports

Source: Data provided by EdSight, CT’s official portal 
for schools. Ranks calculated by author.

ORANGE EDUCATION ROUNDUPORANGE EDUCATION ROUNDUP
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ELECTION 2023ELECTION 2023

Republican’s Select Slate for November Election

Orange Republican 
Caucus 2023

The Orange Republicans held its 
caucus on Wednesday, July 20, en-
dorsing incumbent James Zeoli for 
First Selectman, along with a full slate 
of candidates who will share the Re-
publican ticket.

In his remarks, Zeoli cited his own 
observations on his opponent’s plat-
form. “My opponent complains about 
our focus on industrial and commer-
cial development rather than retail. 
How many of you have shopped online 
this week, this month, or this year?” 
Jim asked. “Brick-and-mortar retail is 
in a very difficult position now because 
you can go on your phone or laptop 
and order products that come right 
to your door. Retail is great, but the 
industrial and commercial develop-
ment that has come here during my 
tenure has greatly benefited taxpayers,” 
said Zeoli.

“They (opponents) have complained 
about building a playground. The play-
ground is a good thing for Orange, 
and in fact, 98% of the cost of the 
playground was funded by the state. 
That’s your tax dollars paid to Hartford 
coming back to you,” said Jim.

In Maggie Lasto’s nominating 
speech she remarked, “For those of 
you who don’t know me, my name 
is Maggie Lasto. I am a 24-year-old 
lifelong resident of Orange. It takes 
a leader who is fiscally responsible—
someone who considers the best inter-
est of their constituents when spend-
ing tax money, supporting education, 
investing in property, or welcoming 
new businesses. It takes a leader who 
is willing to speak their mind honestly, 
yet able to work with others; someone 
who is always there with an open ear.”

Seconding the nomination was 
Dominic Lombardi. “Though his (Jim 
Zeoli’s) hair may be a bit grayer than 
when he first started, his passion and 
commitment to this town are still ex-
actly the same. I always appreciate a 

leader who takes the next generation 
seriously and invests in our future.

“Jim finds a way to encourage res-
idents in all stages of life, from our 
children, our students, our seniors, 
and everyone in between. He is the 
reason why people like me make the 
choice to stay, to get involved, and 
encourage the next generation to do 
the same,” Lombardi said.

Republican Slate
First Selectman
› James Zeoli

Selectmen
› Ralph Okenquist
› Judy Williams
› John Carangelo

Board of Finance
› Kevin Houlihan
› James Leahy

Town Plan & Zoning 
Commission
› Judy Smith
› Tom Torrenti

Town Clerk
› Mary Shaw

Tax Collector
› Tom Hurley

Orange Board of Education
› William Kraut
› Ken Ziman

Amity Board of Education
› Cathy Bradley
› Dana Lombardi
› Mike McDonough

Constables
› Jody Daymon
› Mike Donadeo
› Gary Palermo
› Glen Papelo

Challenger to First Selectman 
Calls for Economic Development

Democratic nominee for Orange 
First Selectman Mark Moyher calls for 
more creative development. “For far 
too long, the current leadership has 
let the crown jewel of Orange’s busi-
ness district, The Boston Post Road, 
remain in neutral and lose its shine. 
It is time we work with developers 
and real estate professionals to attract 
new businesses and new developments, 
which will create new jobs, bring new 
attractions, and build a bigger tax base 
in town”, said Moyher.

The closure of the Christmas Tree 
Shop has left an empty space and 
created an opportunity for economic 
development, that could also improve 
the quality of life for Orange residents. 
Moyher stated, “We have an opportu-
nity to capitalize on the latest recre-
ation craze that has hit this country, 
pickleball. The former Christmas Tree 
Shop location is a great spot for in-
door Pickleball Courts. This location 
is perfect to create an adult recreation 
complex. There is already an indoor 
golf facility and axe-throwing center 
in that location. This is the type of 
development that will be popular as an 
adult recreation complex with not only 

recreation facilities but restaurants as 
well. It will improve quality of life for 
all, but especially our seniors who have 
found new fun and physical activity 
with this exciting sport. This is just one 
example of the many opportunities for 
creative economic development.

The role of the town and its lead-
ership is to attract and develop busi-
nesses that will improve our tax base 
as well as expand opportunities for 
shopping, dining, and gathering. Every 
successful town CEO knows it is not 
enough to sit there with a catcher’s 
mitt waiting for the business to ap-
proach you. “Our current First Select-
man is running this town like the head 
coach of a sports team that is satisfied 
with having a .500 record, but never 
making the playoffs. Fine isn’t good 
enough. We should be striving for 
more. The people of Orange deserve 
more.” said Moyher.

Mark Moyher has been vigorously 
campaigning and speaking to voters 
in Orange, and will continue to spread 
the message to all residents through 
the Tuesday, November 7th Election.

Learn more about Mark Moyher at 
MoreWithMoyher.com.

League of Women Voters of 
Amity Participates in Vote411.org

Like planets lining up for a grand 
conjunction, Bethany, Orange, and 
Woodbridge are holding municipal 
elections on the same day for the first 
time in recent memory. This gives the 
League of Women Voters of Amity an 
opportunity to make efficient use of 
the national League’s online voter 
guide, Vote411.org, ahead of Election 
Day, November 7, 2023. Voter educa-
tion is central to the League’s mission, 
and a nonpartisan Voters Guide is a 
key tool in that mission.

Vote411.org was launched by the 
national LWV Education Fund in 2006 
as a “one-stop-shop” for election relat-
ed information, including rules specific 
to each state. In its first operation of 
the Vote411 system, LWV Amity is 
posing questions to the candidates for 

First Selectman, Board of Selectmen, 
and Amity Board of Education. Invi-
tations to participate were recently 
sent to those candidates, with each 
person’s own code for submitting the 
information they want to present to 
their voters.

Voters should be able to read can-
didate views by mid-October and may 
be able to follow up when a candidate’s 
campaign social media and contact 
information are also provided.

The League of Women Voters is strictly 
nonpartisan; it neither supports nor 
opposes candidates for office at any level 
of government. For more information on 
making democracy work at the local level, 
contact Pua Ford, pua4d@yahoo.com, 
203-305-4068.

THE ORANGE TOWN NEWS ONLINE
Online Version of the Orange Town News

www.OrangeTownNews.com
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Visit our website casememorialli-
brary.org and sign up for our week-
ly email newsletter for updates on 
events at the library.

Hours
The Library’s hours are as follows: 

› Monday, Thursday: 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 
› Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and 

Saturday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Holiday Closings
The Library will be closed on Mon-

day, October 9 in of observance of 
Columbus Day.

Program Fees
Programs at the Case Memori-

al Library are free, except as noted 
for materials charges, and open to 
the public.

Registration
Registration is required for all 

library programs, unless otherwise 
noted. Register for events at caseme-
moriallibrary.org/events. 

Friends Of The 
Library Book Sale
Saturday, October 14, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Storytimes
Preschool Storytime
Mondays, 10:30 a.m.

Music, movement, and literacy for 
our preschool friends! Join us as we 
get ready for the school years. There 
will be a craft after the storytime 
session. Registration is required. No 
storytime on October 9.

Lapsit Storytime
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.

Little ones and their caregivers 
are invited to explore books, sing 
songs, and practice interactive nurs-
ery rhymes with Ms. Angela! Regis-
tration is required.

Toddler Storytime
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.

Get the wiggles out with Ms. An-
gela! Stories, music, dancing, and 
more fill this high-energy storytime 
for toddlers and their grownups. Reg-
istration is required.

Events For Children
Preschool Playtime
Saturday, October 7, 10:30 a.m.
For children ages 2-5

Come enjoy our mini obstacle 
course for a morning of fun and peer 
socialization! Registration is required.

Family Take and Make: 
Oreo Mummies
Pick up dates: October 9-14
For children and families

Make a tasty and spooky treat us-
ing Oreos and white chocolate! Take 
and makes are available while supplies 
last; no registration required.

Spooky Slime
Thursday, October 12, 4 p.m.
For children in grades 1-6

Make spooky slime that glows in 
the dark! Registration is required.

Tween D&D: Tournament 
of Champions
Monday, October 16, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
For children in grades 3-6

Players will come together to test 
their wit and might as they battle 
foes and solve puzzles! Registration 
is required.

Makerspace: Spooky 
3D Doodler Art
Thursday, October 19, 4 p.m.
For children in grades 1-6

Make some haunting accessories 
with our 3D doodlers! Registration 
is required.

Chess Club
Saturday, October 21, 11 a.m.
For children in grades 1-6

Come play chess with Paul Nunez, 
a member of the Chess Federation 
for over 30 years! All skill levels are 
welcome. Registration is required.

Halloween Storytime
Thursday, October 26, 6:30 p.m.
For children and families

Put on your costume and come 
down to the library for a special night-
time edition of storytime! Registration 
is required.

Events For Teens & Adults
Block Printing Workshop
Monday, October 2, 7 p.m.
For adults and students 
in grades 9-12

Learn to make a basic lino print on 
paper in this small, hands-on work-
shop led by Librarian Rebecca Harlow. 
We’ll come up with a design, carve a li-
noleum block, and print our designs on 
paper. Registration is recommended; 
drop-ins are welcome if space permits. 
Space is limited.

2023 Fall Film: The 
Woman King
Wednesday, October 4, 1 p.m.

A historical epic inspired by true 
events that took place in the Kingdom 
of Dahomey, one of the most powerful 
states of Africa in the 18th and 19th 
centuries. 2 hr. 15 min. PG-13. Regis-
tration is recommended, drop-ins are 
welcome if space permits.

Quilting Club
Wednesdays, October 4, 
November 1, 10 a.m.

The Quilting Club is a monthly 
meetup of quilters from the CT Piece-
makers Guild who work on their quilt-
ing projects. Please bring your own 
supplies. No registration is necessary.

Mystery Book 
Discussion Group
Thursday, October 5, 1 p.m.

Join Librarian Samantha Jasulav-
ic for a discussion of Velvet Was the 
Night by Silvia Morena-Garcia.

Teen Craft: Halloween 
Spell Books
Thursday, October 5, 5:30 p.m.
For students in grades 7-12

Get spooky with us in October and 
make a creepy Halloween spell tome 
craft out of an old book! All materials 
will be provided. Registration is rec-
ommended; drop-ins are welcome if 
space permits.

Crochet Club
Saturdays, October 7, November 
4, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
For adults and teens

The Hooked on the Sound Crochet 
Guild meets monthly to share stitch 
successes, assist with pattern prob-
lems, education, and generally have a 
great time crocheting. All skill levels 
are welcome. Bring any crochet project 
you are working on or one you may 
need help with. Please bring your own 
supplies. No registration is necessary.

Dungeons & Dragons
Saturday, October 7, 2:30 p.m.
Thursday, October 12, 5:30 p.m.
For students in grades 7-12

Dungeons & Dragons is a coopera-
tive, storytelling tabletop roleplaying 
game where you and other players take 

on the roles of different characters 
within a fantasy story. Registration is 
recommended; drop-ins are welcome if 
space permits. Please register for only 
one session per month. This program 
is generously funded by the Friends 
of the Library.

Cybersafety: Tips for Seniors
Wednesday, October 11, 1 p.m.

Ever dream of moonlighting as 
a cyber sleuth? Cybercrime affects 
millions of Americans each year, but 
all it takes is a keen eye and a bit of 
know-how to spot an attack. Join Rob-
ert Lim, a cybersecurity professional 
with 20+ years of experience, for an 
engaging conversation about common 
scams targeting our elders and basic 
tips to keep yourself protected. Regis-
tration is recommended; drop-ins are 
welcome if space permits. Snacks will 
be provided.

2023 Fall Film: The Quiet Girl
Wednesday, October 18, 1 p.m.

Rural Ireland 1981. A quiet, ne-
glected girl is sent away from her dys-
functional family to live with foster 
parents for the summer. She blossoms 
in their care, but in this house where 
there are meant to be no secrets, she 
discovers one. 1 hr. 38 min. PG-13. 
Registration is recommended; drop-
ins are welcome if space permits.

Book Boxes
October pickup dates: October 23-28
For adults and students 
in grades 7-12

Our free book box service! Each 
month that you register you will pick 
up a box containing two books selected 
by our librarians based on your reading 
preferences for you to borrow as well 
as some treats and others surprises 
for you to keep. Space is limited. Reg-
istration is required and begins on the 
first of each month. Please remember 
to register and complete a form each 
month you wish to participate.

Adult Murder Mystery Party
Monday, October 23, 7 p.m.

There’s been a murder at the roller 
rink! Who could have done such a ter-
rible thing to a guy who just wanted to 
dance…or is that really all he wanted? 
Who knows? Maybe YOU killed him! 
Light refreshments will be served. Reg-
istration is recommended; drop-ins are 
welcome if space permits.

Teen Murder Mystery 
and Pizza Party
Saturday, October 28, 12 p.m.
For rising 7th-12th graders

There’s been a murder at the roller 
rink! Who could have done such a ter-
rible thing to a guy who just wanted to 
dance…or is that really all he wanted? 
Who knows? Maybe YOU killed him! 

Case Memorial Library

See “Library” On Page 9

CASE MEMORIAL LIBARY EVENTSCASE MEMORIAL LIBARY EVENTS

Case Memorial Library

176 Tyler City Road, Orange, CT 06477
203-891-2170 • www.casememoriallibrary.org
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Medicare open 
enrollment for 
2024 begins 
October 15th.

Contact me for 
any Medicare plan 
questions.

Robert Reed
203-232-3370
robert@tirworld.com

325 New Haven Ave. • Milford, CT  06460
(203) 878-3717 • www.beachwood�orist.com

Best Flower Shop in Milford Since 1985
Family Owned & Operated • All Products 100% Guaranteed 

FULL SERVICE FLORIST & GIFT SHOP
DELIVERY TO NEW HAVEN COUNTY • SAME DAY DELIVERY TO ORANGE! 

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS • OPEN 7 DAYS

Pizza will be served. Registration is 
recommended; drop-ins are welcome 
if space permits.

2023 Fall Film: Glass Onion
Wednesday, November 1, 1 p.m.

Tech billionaire Miles Bron invites 
his friends for a getaway on his private 
Greek island. When someone turns up 
dead, Detective Benoit Blanc is put on 
the case. 2 hr. 19 min. Registration is 
recommended; drop-ins are welcome 
if space permits.

Bookcase Discussion
Thursday, November 9, 7 p.m.

Join Bookcase discussion lead-
er Toby Zabinski for a discussion 
of Crow Mary by Kathleen Grissom. 
This discussion will be held on Zoom. 
Registration is required to receive the 
Zoom link.

10 Tips to Manage Stress
Monday, November 13, 7 p.m.

Stress happens to all of us. Up to 
90% of all visits to the doctor’s office 
are stress-related, according to Har-
vard. Stress can be considered as much 
a risk factor for disease as smoking. 
Why can two people be in the same 
situation and respond to stress dif-
ferently? Can going through stressful 
times without stress be a learned skill? 
Whatever your age or situation, this 

presentation will provide 10 tips to 
manage stress. Everyone will learn 
a technique to minimize stress and 
maximize vitality. Registration is rec-
ommended, drop-ins are welcome if 
space permits.

2023 Fall Film: Good Luck 
to You Leo Grande
Wednesday, November 15, 1 p.m.

Nancy Stokes, a retired school 
teacher, is yearning for some adven-
ture, and some sex. And she has a 
plan, which involves hiring a young 
sex worker named Leo Grande. 1 hr. 37 
min. R. Registration is recommended; 
drop-ins are welcome if space permits.

Ban This Book! Club
Monday, November 27, 7 p.m.

This month we’re discussing two 
books! Let’s Talk About It is a graphic 
nonfiction book that has been formal-
ly challenged in at least three pub-
lic libraries in the LION consortium 
(of which Case Memorial Library is 
a member). When Aidan Became a 
Brother is a picture book that received 
attention in a letter to the editor that 
appeared in the Labor Day issue of 
Orange Town News. Join Librarian 
Rebecca Harlow and co-leader Eliza-
beth Ewen as we discuss these books 
as works of literature as well as an ob-
ject of censorship. Copies are available 
at the Circulation Desk. Registration 
is required.

“Library” From Page 8

Bargain Basement Book Sale
The Friends of the Case Memorial 

Library is hosting a Community Book 
Sale on Saturday, October 14 from 
10am-3pm in the Library Basement 

“bookstore.” This sale is a bargain 
shoppers’ delight. There are “nearly 
new” used books, hardcover and pa-
perbacks, CDs and DVDs available 
for all age groups and interests. Most 
hardcover books are $3.00 and soft-
cover books are $2.00. Some books 
may be priced slightly higher. CDs and 
DVDs are priced at 25¢ each. “Last 
Call” books have been restocked and 
are available for 25-50¢ each. This sale 
also features a large selection of ART 
books. Mark your calendar for the 
Bargain Basement Book Sale. Come 
browse the stacks and tables and fill 
your tote bags with books and other 
finds. Payment is cash or check, no 

credit cards.
Book Sales are the Friends’ ma-

jor fundraiser. Proceeds are used for 
community programs, featuring mu-
sical entertainment, presentations 
by impersonators and talks on art 
and historical topics. Funds are also 
allocated to the Library for special 
projects and materials.

For those interested in donating 
items, please note: Donated materials 
should be gently used books, both 
fiction and non-fiction, hardcover and 
paperback, books for all ages, puzzles, 
music CDs and DVDs, are always wel-
comed and may be left in the crates 
adjacent to the Copy Machine. The 
Board of the Friends thanks all of you 
for your donations since the money 
we earn allows us to enhance the of-
ferings of the Library.

www.OrangeTownNews.com
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TOWN DEPARTMENTS & AGENCIESTOWN DEPARTMENTS & AGENCIES
Youth Services by Jessica Simone, MSW, Orange 

Youth Services Coordinator

Drug Take Back Day
National Drug Take Back Day will 

be held on Saturday, October 28th from 
10:00am-2:00pm at High Plains Com-
munity Center. All unwanted/expired 
medications will be taken (including 
liquids and sharps). Volunteers from 
the National Pharmacy Association 
will be on site to answer any questions, 
along with the Orange Police Depart-
ment, BOWDAAC, and CERT.

Annual Regional 
Prevention Meeting

On September 20th, the Annual Re-
gional Prevention Meeting was held 
with BOWDAAC, Milford Prevention 
Council, and the West Haven Preven-
tion Council. A year-in-review was 
presented, as well as the upcoming 
goals for this year. In addition, each 
prevention council honored a volun-
teer that has gone above and beyond 
for their council. BOWDAAC select-
ed Ben Aviad, a senior at Amity High 
School, who serves on the joint BOW/
Milford Youth Committee. Ben has 
shown great passion for the work we 
do and always has ideas of what pro-

jects we could work on next. He was 
an integral part of our Youth Problem 
Gambling Video project, helping to 
create the storyline and understand-
ing how gambling affects youth. He is 
eager to work on new projects for this 
school year and we can’t thank him 
enough for volunteering so much of 
his time. Thank you, Ben!

Funtober at the 
Fairgrounds

FUNTOBER IS BACK!!! It will be 
held on Saturday, October 21st from 
1:00-3:00pm (rain date 10/22 1-3pm). 
Pre-registered cars will receive a free 
bag of candy and a raffle ticket to 
be entered in to win a raffle prize. 

*Let’s see your decorated car!!!* To 
pre-register type in link or call 203-
891-4785: https://forms.gle/6x8auS-
rmeARabhKr7.

Just like last year, we will have Mag-
ic by Christopher, DJ entertainment 
by Hughes Production, Hayrides by 
Kriz Farm, games/crafts, food/refresh-
ments for sale, and RAFFLE PRIZES 
for best decorated cars! We hope to 
see you there!!!

Fire Prevention Week
The week of October 8-14, 2023 

is Fire Prevention Week. Since 1922, 
this event has been observed on the 
Sunday through Saturday period in 
which October 9 falls. It is an oppor-
tunity to alert and educate the public 
on the importance of fire safety and 
each citizen’s role in fire prevention. 
Originally, it was a one-day event cele-
brated on October 9, 1911 on the 40th 
anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire 
by the group known today as the In-
ternational Fire Marshals Association. 
It is held to commemorate firefighters 
and to advance fire prevention aware-
ness. The observance was extended to 
a week in a proclamation by President 
Calvin Coolidge in 1922 and is the long-
est-running public health and safety 
event on record. Every President of the 
United States, since 1925, has signed 
a proclamation declaring a national 
observance during this week. The 
National Fire Prevention Association, 
NFPA, is the official sponsor of Fire 
Prevention Week. The 2023 theme is 

“Cooking safety starts with YOU! Pay at-
tention to fire prevention.” Almost half 
of home fires involved cooking equip-
ment. The NFPA suggests the following 
steps for safe cooking at home. Do not 
leave cooking equipment unattended 
as it is the leading cause of home fire 
injuries and deaths. Clear the cooking 
area of combustible items, dish towels, 
oven mitts, paper towels, food packag-
ing or anything that could bum. Tum 
pot handles toward the back of the 
stove. In case of a grease fire, keep a 
pot lid nearby to cover the pan or use 
salt or baking soda to extinguish the 
flame. Never pour water onto a grease 
fire and be sure to turn off the heat. 
Provide a three-foot “kid and pet free 
zone” around the stove or any place hot 
food or beverages are prepared. Avoid 
falling asleep while cooking. Install a 
smoke alarm and routinely check the 
batteries to be sure it is working prop-
erly. Plan an escape route that has two 
ways out in the event of a fire.

In conjunction with Fire Preven-

tion Week, Orange Fire Marshal James 
Vincent has announced that the 2023 
Connecticut Fire Prevention Poster 
Contest, a statewide competition for 
fourth and fifth graders has begun. 
The contest is a cooperative effort of 
elementary school teachers and the 
sponsors: Connecticut Fire Marshals 
Association, Office of The State Fire 
Marshal, Connecticut Fire Chiefs As-
sociation, Connecticut Board of Ed-
ucation, Connecticut Department of 
Energy & Environmental Protection, 
and Connecticut FAIR Plan (which 
represents the insurance industry). 
The theme is “FIRE PREVENTION- 
EVERYONE/EVERYDAY”. A winning 
poster will be chosen from each county 
and that student will receive a cash 
award of $150.00. Posters will be ex-
hibited in locations throughout Con-
necticut, including the State Capitol. 
From these, one poster will be chosen 
to be reproduced and distributed as 
Connecticut’s 2023 Fire Prevention 
Poster. The statewide winner will be 
awarded an additional $750.00 and 
his or her school will receive $500.00. 
A luncheon, where the state winner 
is announced, will be held for county 
winners, parents, teachers, principals, 
local fire marshals and other guests. 
Fire safety education is important as 
a means of preventing injuries, death 
and economic loss. The contest brings 
awareness to children, who are a val-
uable link in the chain of communi-
cation, by taking information home 
to the family and suggesting ways to 
reduce damage and prevent fires. The 
Orange Fire Marshal’s Office would like 
to thank the students, administrators, 
and teachers from the Peck Place, Race 
Brook, and Turkey Hill schools for their 
support and participation.

If you have questions regarding fire 
safety, please contact The Orange Fire 
Marshal’s Office at (203) 891-4711, 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM 
to 4:30 PM or visit the website at www.
orangefiremarshal.com.

From the Fire Marshal

CLASSIC 16 FOOT HOBIECAT 
FOR SALE $1000

Classic 16 foot Hobiecat & Trailor + Hand Dolly

Hulls, mast & rudder assembly are sound and in 
good condition. Sale Includes multi-color mainsale 

and jib, both of which are crisp and new looking. 
The hulls could use a fresh coat of lacquer.

The best and most fun beach boat ever made!

Call for photos, Ron 203-799-7017

DOLLS, DOLLS AND MORE DOLLS
Doll Sale at the Academy Sept 30  

from 10-3 at 605 Orange Center Road
Highlighting the Madame Alexander 

President’s Wives Collection
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Shredding Day and 
Recycling Event

On Saturday, October 7, 2023, the 
Orange Recycling Committee will hold 
another “Shredding Day” which will 
include Document Shredding AND 
Clothing, and Household Goods Col-
lection, ALL at High Plains Commu-
nity Center.

Paper and personal document 
shredding will be conducted by Orange 
business Affordable Solutions, LLC, 
and is for residential files only and 
is not intended for businesses. This 
service is generously funded by the 
Rotary Club of Orange. Residents may 
show their appreciation by donating to 
the Orange Rotary Scholarship Fund, 
where Rotarians will be on hand to col-
lect donations. Paper will be accepted 
from 9AM-12PM.

The Orange Community Women 
will be collecting clothing and house-
hold goods under the upper pavilion. 
Soft items, including clothing, shoes, 
accessories, stuffed animals, pocket-
books, sheets, blankets, curtains, tow-
els and other household textiles should 
be bagged in kitchen-size garbage bags.

Hard items, including toys, dish-
es, small appliances, sporting goods, 
household décor, DVDs, CDs, VHS 
tapes and knick-knacks should be 
boxed with books boxed separately. 
The Orange Community Women will 

accept items from 9AM-11AM only.
Finally, the Buy Nothing Orange 

group will be under the pavilion, as 
well, where anyone can bring and/or 
take items. This is an excellent way 
to release household items that may 
make it to a new home, or find some 
items that you can use at no cost. This 
wonderful “re-use” event will be held 
from 9AM-11AM only.

Unfortunately, due to a scheduling 
conflict, mattresses and box springs 
WILL NOT be collected at this event, 
though it is hoped that they will be 
included again during the spring.

WHEN and WHERE: Saturday, Oc-
tober 7, 2023, at High Plains Commu-
nity Center on Orange Center Road.

BRING:
› Personal tax papers, bills, receipts, 

statements, and documents that 
contain personal, financial and/or 
medical information;

› Clothing, shoes, accessories, 
sheets, blankets, towels, stuffed 
animals, and other household 
textiles should be bagged, Toys, 
dishes, small appliances, sporting 
goods, household décor, DVDs.

For more information, visit orangerecycles.
com or follow facebook.com/ORCinCT.

www.APPLEOIL.com HOD 374
S1-0302987

CALL SHELLY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FURNACE TUNE UP TODAY!

A Full Service Oil Company Providing Bio Fuel and Heating Oil Plus!

Buy from your Local Neighbor
Sam Livieri – Woodbridge (Owner)

Tony Ferranti – Orange (GM)
Ken Crepeau – Milford (Service Mgr)

7/24/365Apple Oil Company

(203) 934-FUEL (3835)
Let our seasoned, fully trained, and licensed service staff take care of your heating needs.

We Install and
Service All Brands

Boilers
Furnaces

Air Conditioning
Hot Water Heaters 

Serving You
is Our Core

Business

Cleaner. Better. Safer.
TECHNOLOGY

Flu Vaccine Clinics

––
––

PPLLEEAASSEE   HHAAVVEE   YYOOUURR  II NNSSUURRAANNCCEE  CCAARRDD  &&  DDRRII VVEERR’’ SS   LL II CCEENNSSEE   RREEAADDYY

(203) 891-4752 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
Tell them you saw their ad in the Orange Town News.
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Congregation Or 
Shalom Happenings

Staying Connected 
Attend religious services and most 

other events in person or by Zoom. 
To register for a Zoom link, please 

see the information below.

Join Us For 
Weekly Services 
Morning Minyan
› Sunday 9:00 AM – In person 

and Zoom’d
› Monday 8:30 AM – Zoom’d
› Thursday 8:30 AM – Zoom’d

Shabbat Services
› Friday 7:30 PM – In person 

and Zoom’d
› Saturday 9:30 AM – In person 

and Zoom’d
Please call the synagogue office at 

203-799-2341 or email coshalom@
sbcglobal.net for more information). 

Sukkot Services 
› Friday, September 29th, Erev Suk-

kot 7:00 pm 
› Saturday, September 30th 1st Day of 

Sukkot 9:30 am & 7:00 pm
› Sunday, October 1st, Second Day of 

Sukkot 9:30 am 
› Friday, October 6th, Erev Shemini 

Atzeret, 7:00 pm 
› Saturday, October 7th, Shemini 

Atzeret, 9:30 am (Yizkor @approx 
10:30 am) 

› Saturday, October 7th, Simchat 
Torah, 7:00 pm 

› Sunday, October 8th, Simchat To-
rah, 9:30 am 

Virtual Learning 
This Month
Congregations of Orange 
Collaborative Book Club 
Tuesday, October 17th, 
7:00 pm on Zoom 
The Faith Club: A Muslim, 
A Christian, A Jew
Three Women Search 
for Understanding. 
By Ranya Idliby, Suzanne 
Oliver, Priscilla Warner

Books are chosen on a rotating basis 
by the congregations in our collabora-
tive. Open your hearts and minds join 
our discussion. Please contact Steph-
anie at stephaniellarson@gmail.com 
to register. 

Congregation Or Shalom 
Book Discussion 
Thursday October 19th at 7:00 pm
Hello Beautiful by Ann Napolitano
Discussion led by Caryl Winter
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER 
• OPRAH’S BOOK CLUB PICK

From the author of Dear Edward 
comes a “powerfully affecting” (Peo-
ple) family story that asks: Can love 
make a broken person whole? William 
Waters grew up in a house silenced 
by tragedy, where his parents could 
hardly bear to look at him, much less 
love him—so when he meets the spir-
ited and ambitious Julia Padavano 
in his freshman year of college, it’s 
as if the world has lit up around him. 
With Julia comes her family, as she 
and her three sisters are inseparable: 
Sylvie, the family’s dreamer, is hap-
piest with her nose in a book; Cecelia 
is a free-spirited artist; and Emeline 
patiently takes care of them all. With 
the Padavanos, William experienc-
es a newfound contentment; every 
moment in their house is filled with 
loving chaos.

But then darkness from William’s 
past surfaces, jeopardizing not only 
Julia’s carefully orchestrated plans 
for their future, but the sisters’ un-
shakeable devotion to one another. 
The result is a catastrophic family rift 
that changes their lives for genera-
tions. Will the loyalty that once rooted 
them be strong enough to draw them 
back together when it matters most? 
An exquisite homage to Louisa May 
Alcott’s timeless classic, Little Women, 
Hello Beautiful is a profoundly moving 
portrait of what is possible when we 
choose to love someone not in spite of 
who they are, but because of it. 

All are welcome. Please call the office @ 
203-799-2341 for Zoom Link 

HOUSES OF WORSHIP EVENTSHOUSES OF WORSHIP EVENTS
Document Shredding Event 

at Temple Beth Sholom
Date: October 29, 2023
Time: 9am-12pm
Location: Temple Beth Sholom, 

1809 Whitney Avenue, Hamden (in 
the parking lot)

Cost: 
› Small Copy Boxes (18 x 12 x 12 

inches or smaller) - $10 per box
› Large Banker Boxes (18 x 18 x 24 

inches or larger) - $20 per box
Also Available:

› Hard Drive Destruction & Com-
puter Recycling - $20 each

› CRT Computer Monitors 
- $20 each

› Hard Drive Only - $10 each

All items should be in a box that can 
easily be picked up. Paper items only. 
No trash bags, paper bags, etc. No trash 
or non-paper items. No CDs, X-Rays, 
etc. Paper clips and staples CAN be 
shredded. On-site shredding truck 
provided by Affordable Solutions, LLC.

Questions? Email fundraising@tb-
shamden.com.

Come early! Once the truck is full 
the event is over!

Temple Beth Sholom is an egalitarian 
conservative synagogue with over 350 
member families and singles from the 
Greater New Haven community.

Congregation Or Shalom

Outdoor Rosary
The Holy Infant Women’s Guild is 

having an outdoor rosary on Saturday, 
October 14th at 10am. It will be held 
in front of the statue of Mary on the 
church’s front lawn. This is in honor of 
the anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima 
and for all the intentions Our Lady 
asked us to pray for. Please bring a 
lawn chair and park in the lot on the 
side of the church. If it rains, we will 
still hold the rosary in the lower level 
of the school and you can park in the 
lot by the school.

The Women’s Guild is having a fam-
ily Pizza Truck night on Sunday, Octo-
ber 15 from 6pm until 8pm. The pizza 
truck will be outside the school and the 
gymnasium will be set up for dining. 
The cost is $30 per adult, $20 per child 
(6-15 years old) and free for children 

under 5. Price includes all you can eat 
stuffed bread, pasta, pizza, tossed sal-
ad, dessert, and beverages. Reserva-
tions can be made with payment by 
calling the Rectory Office, (203)799-
2379, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
9:30 to 1:30. All reservations must be 
received by October 9th. No walk-ins 
will be allowed the day of the event.

Holy Infant Church

290 BOSTON POST ROAD, ORANGE, CT 06477

203.799.2166
WWW.GEORGINASHAIRSTUDIO.NET

Gift Certifi cates 
Available

Can't seem to fi nd anyone 
that can style or color your 
hair the way you want it?

YOU JUST
DID!

DECADES OF AWARD WINNING 
TALENTS FOR HAIR EXCELLENCE

HAIR STUDIO
Celebrating 39 Years

GEORGINA'S

HAIR MASTERS
Georgina Mauriello
Vincent Farricielli

ATTENTION CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES,
AND HOUSES OF WORSHIP!

Send us your organizations events  listings and items of interest.
We will publish them for free. 

Orange Town News – P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477
edit@orangetownnews.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
Orange Historical Society 
The Academy Museum 

Antique Shop
Open Saturdays 10-3

www.OrangeHistory.org
605 Orange Center Rd.

203-795-3106

French
Fine Art

Westport River Gallery
Westport, CT • 203-226-6934

Sharon Hine
Landscapes, llc

203.668.6315 sharonlandscapes@gmail.com
www.sharonhinelandscapes.com

Landscape Services & Perennial Gardens 

Design & Installation • Property Maintenance

Clean-ups • Mulch • Lawns • Trees • Shrubs • Fences •  Stone Work
NOFA/Organic Land Care • Free Consultation • Insured • References

CT HIC-0639623

203-795-203-795-FUELFUEL(3835)(3835)

38 Marsh Hill Rd., Orange, CT 06477

Orange’s oil company

TamaroOil.com

You Call, We Haul, SAME DAY!

SAFE - SALES - SERVICE - OPENING - REPAIRS
LOCKSMITHS ACCESS CONTROL SPECIALISTS

28 Selden St
Woodbridge, CT 06525

(203) 397-3093
www.amitysafeandlock.com

Orange’s Exclusive Newspaper

YOUR AD HERE
Call Today: 203-298-4399

Mailed Free To Every Home & Business in Orange

www. jmkr iz .com

203.800.1824

JUSTIN@JRLPLUMBING.COM        
WOODBRIDGE, CT P1-0290451

LICENSED AND INSURED JUSTIN LANDRIE, OWNER

WWW.JRLPLUMBING.COM

Business Cards Ads As Little As $30 Per Issue
2 Issues for $80 or 5 Issues for $150 • Reach Every Home and Business in Orange!

Send Your Card & Payment to: Orange Town News, P.O. Box 1126 Orange, CT 06477 or pay online at www.OrangeTownNews.com

America's Choice in Home Care®
Specializing in Live-In and 12 Hour Care!

203.298.9700
VisitingAngels.com/Woodbridge

Each Visiting Angels agency is independently owned and operated. License #HCA0000561
®2022 Visiting Angels is a registered trademark of Living Assistance Services, Inc.

ROBERT E. ARCHAMBAULT
(Retired and Love It)

197 Indian River Road, Apt. 101
Orange, CT 06477

Phone/Fax: (203) 795-3716

TOWN OF ORANGE
COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

SEEKING PER DIEM
TRANSPORTATION DRIVER 

Flexible, per diem driver position available to work with a team of 
dedicated professionals. Drivers transport seniors and people with 
disabilities to and from medical appointments, activities, shopping, 
and personal errands. A Current Class F state driver’s license and 
a clean driving record are required. Applicants must be willing to 
undergo a criminal background check and be subject to random drug 
testing. Applicants will need to demonstrate mature and professional 
behavior, be reliable, and be able to represent the town with a positive 
attitude. Interested applicants contact Jennifer Hudson, Transportation 
Coordinator at 203-891-4788 or jhudson@orange-ct.gov. 

GRASSY HILL AUCTIONS, AN ESTATE 
SALE, LIQUIDATION, ATTIC & BASEMENT 
CLEANOUT COMPANY...
...is Always Buying and providing services all over Connecticut. These are just a FEW of the things we 
are looking for: Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments (Saxophones, Trumpets, 
Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone & SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken or Not), 
Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, & MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, 
Old Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting & Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, 
Broken Jewelry, Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items, Swords & Bayonets, Helmets 
& Patches, Medals & Uniforms, Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical Pencils, 
Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & 
Whitney Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics, Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & 
Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern Furniture, Straight 
Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items, Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…& THE LIST GOES ON! 
So please give us a call at your earliest convenience. 

Grassy Hill Auctions | (203) 868-1816 | GrassyHillAuctions.com

“Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.” — ALBERT CAMUS
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Are They Still Important...?
HISTORY CORNERHISTORY CORNER By Ginny Reinhard

Yes, they 
are. Dolls have 
been a source of “play” and ceremony 
from very early history. The earliest 
doll was a spirit being used in magic 
and religious rituals throughout the 
world. The earliest “doll” goes back to 
ancient civilizations of Egypt, Greece 
and Rome. The earliest use of a doll as a 
toy can be traced to Greece around 100 
AD. They were crude in some cases and 
elaborate in others. Dolls were made 
from available materials such as clay, 
stone, wood, bone, ivory, leather and 
wax being documented as the oldest 
known toy.

Like children today, dolls were 
dressed according to what was seen 
around them, their parents, grand-
parents and leaders of their village or 
town. Dolls have been used for edu-
cation, carriers of cultural heritage, 
laden with magical powers, entertain-
ment and of course the voodoo doll 
that held special powers. Voodoo in 
America is still actively practiced and 
its capital in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
known as Mississippi Valley Voodoo. 
Its spiritual beliefs and practices devel-
oped from the traditions of the early 
African people brought to Louisiana. 
It’s the spirits that enter into the lives 
of its believers through dances, music 
and chanting.

There was, at one time, the craze for 
the kitchen witch doll, dressed in the 
stereotypical outfit and hung in the 
kitchen for the 20th century house-
wife...hmm. I wonder where mine is. 
Closer to home is the Hopi Kachina 
doll made of cottonwood that embod-
ied the characteristics of the ceremo-
nial Kachina, the masked spirits of the 
Hopi Native American tribes in north-
west America. For the Inuit peoples, 
the “dolls” were dressed in clothing 
that would take them through the cold 
winters while those of the Incas were 
dressed in maize. Cornhusk dolls are a 
traditional Native American doll made 
of dried corn husks. These dolls did not 
have faces as they represented nature 
and spirits of the Native Americans’ 
beliefs. The making of cornhusk dolls 
was adopted by the early European 
settlers in the colonies.

Wood was the predominant mate-
rial for dolls until the 18th & 19th cen-

tury when 
it was com-
bined with other 
materials such as leather 
with the bodies made more articulate. 
It is unknown when glass eyes first 
appeared but brown was the color of 
choice until the Victorian era when 
blue eyes became popular, inspired by 
Queen Victoria. During the 19th centu-
ry dolls’ heads were often made of por-
celain and combined with a composite 
material known as composition, a 
mix of wood pulp, sawdust 
and glue. These were 
them painted with 
a light pink color. 
They were dressed 
in appropriate 
dresses, wigs, 
underwear and 
a hat...gotta 
have that hat.

Doll col-
lectors of to-
day are quick 
to correct the 
terms bisque, 
porcelain and 
china for as they 
are not the same. A 
china doll has a glazed 
porcelain head and a 
bisque doll is made of un-
glazed bisque porcelain. A true china 
doll has a white head with molded hair 
which is painted with the appropriate 
hair color and a body of cloth or leather 
being popular between 1840 and 1890. 
A Parian doll’s head is made of white 
porcelain but not dipped in glaze but 
left with a matte finish having their 
popularity between 1860 and 1880. 
Bisque doll’s faces are characterized 
by their realistic skin-like matte finish 
with their peak popularity between 
1850 and 1900.

The dolls most often collected are 
those from France and Germany with 
some doll maker’s dolls commanding 
very high prices. The makers would 
mark the back of the neck with their 
signature or lettering noting the type 
of doll, its size and, of course, the mak-

er himself. 
I n i t i a l l y 

dolls were made 
to resemble adults and 

you can see that in the French dolls 
but by the middle of the 19th century, 
the dolls took on more childlike fea-
tures. I explained to one little girl, at 
our Stone-Otis house, that dolls were 
made for little girls to be like a friend 
and to look like them. Yes, there are 
dolls whose eyes wander after many 

years of play but they should 
still be enjoyed regardless 

of their imperfections.
No one can forget 

the lovable Rag-
gedy Ann and her 

brother Andy, a 
soft, huggable 
doll pair first 
introduced by 
Johnny Gru-
elle in 1918. 
The stories 
were geared to 
loving, caring 

and responsi-
bility to each 

other and others 
as their adventures, 

in the many, many 
books he wrote, that 

took them on adventures far 
and wide. Each story had a message 

of kindness. These dolls were repro-
duced by several manufacturers with 
only one being sued for infraction of 
his copyright. Not many dolls have 
had stories written about them but 
these two have adventures in The Deep, 
Deep Woods, with The Camel with the 
Wrinkled Knees, The Golden Ring, The 
Wonderful Witch and a host of others. 
Gruelle and his family lived in Norwalk 
where his books were written and his 
creation of Raggedy Ann that some 
say came out of a rag doll he found 
in his attic.

The American Girl doll, created in 
1986 is still going strong with its Oc-
tober 4th reveal of next year’s girl. This 
doll portrays girls between the ages of 
8 and 11 with a variety of ethnic back-

g r o u n d s 
starting with 

Kaya, a Native American girl. Each 
historical character brings their past 
to life with lessons of love, friendship 
and courage. Pleasant Rowland, the 
creator of the American Girl, felt that 
there was a gap in the doll market in 
the 1980s. Dolls were newborns which 
young girls could nurture as its “parent” 
and the Barbie was geared to the older 
girl aspiring to celebrity.

The history of each of the American 
line gives the girls an opportunity to 
learn more about them, related to their 
time period and seek to go further 
into history. The marketplace offers 
books for each doll and craft books 
as well. For me, I like the 19th century 
girls, the already loved dolls, some 
with crossed eyes, flaking paint, sun-
drenched clothes and very, untidy wigs.

In 1923, Madame Bertha Alexan-
der, then 28, founded the Alexander 
Doll Company with the dolls originally 
made of cloth and then in the compos-
ite material. After WW II, hard plastic 
entered the Alexander doll world with 
her series of President’s wives com-
ing out in 1976 starting with Martha 
Washington. There are 38 in all, having 
been ended upon the death of Madame 
Alexander. Each of the dolls is a replica 
as closely as could be with replica inau-
gural gowns. This doll is so special that 
the entire collection was on display at 
the LBJ Library in Texas.

Needless to say, we can’t leave out 
the Cabbage Patch doll. By the end of 
1983 almost 3 million of these dolls 
were “adopted” and it has been said 
that this doll was the most successful 
doll introduction in doll history. Wow...
that says something about the entre-
preneur, Xavier Roberts. In 1985, one 
red-headed little guy went into outer 
space on a shuttle and in 2000 a little 
girl was depicted on a 33-cent stamp! 
The doll company is still in business 
as I checked out its website. So, did 
I make a good case for dolls and doll 
collecting? I hope so.

If you read this article after Septem-
ber 30th you have missed our doll sale at 
the Academy, 605 Orange Center Road, 
but come any Saturday from 10-3 and 
we will have a portion of the collection 
available for sale through the holidays.
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JOHN J. CARANGELO

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Legal 
Experience 
You CAn 

Count On

• • Wrongful Wrongful Death ActionsDeath Actions

• • Estate PlanningEstate Planning

• • Residential Real Estate ClosingsResidential Real Estate Closings

• • Divorce LawDivorce Law

• • Criminal DefenseCriminal Defense

• • Personal Injury LitigationPersonal Injury Litigation

• • Probate LawProbate Law

• • Commercial TransactionsCommercial Transactions

• • Family LawFamily Law

• • Corporate LawCorporate Law

ORANGEORANGE

501 Boston Post Rd.

unit #23
Orange, CT 06477

p: 203-397-1808
f: 1-203-306-3322

MILFORDMILFORD

64 Cherry Street
Milford, CT 06460

p: 203-878-5600
f: 203-878-5610

THE LAW OFFICES OFTHE LAW OFFICES OF

JOHN J. CARANGELO, LLCJOHN J. CARANGELO, LLC

Running for re-election on the 
Democratic ticket are Susan Riccio 
and Betty Hadlock, and newcomer 
Ralph Marguy, a fire inspector at Yale 
University.

As for the Orange delegation to the 
Amity Board of Education, it looks like 
it will see a large turnover, as neither 
Christopher Browe nor Amy Tirollo or 
Shannan Carlson are seeking re-elec-
tion. The Republican candidates in-
clude Cathy Bradley, who comes with 
a long list of public service positions, 
including the Orange Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Directors; Michael 
McDonough, a property management 
business owner; and Dana Lombardi, 
a Yale University financial assistant.

On the Democratic ticket is incum-
bent and board Chairman Paul Davis, 
along with Social Studies teacher Josh 
Orlinsky, writer Ken Briodagh and 
Jennifer Jacquet, director of Opera-
tions at Safe from Online Sex Abuse, 
a non-profit.

Running for constables are Repub-
licans Gary Palermo, Jody Daymon, 
Glen Papleo and Michael Donadeo. For 
the Democrats, it’s Jody Dietch, Santo 
Galatioto, Jr and Randy Thomas.

For the Zoning Board, Republi-
cans Tom Torrenti and Judy Smith 
are seeking re-election. They are be-
ing challenged by two attorneys, Scott 
Rogalski and Ken Lenz. In addition, 
incumbent Paul Kaplan is running for 
re-election, but his term is offset from 
that of the other candidates, with his 
current term not up for re-election 
until next year.

Running on the Record
 Zeoli and his Republican team can 

point to a long list of accomplishments, 
first and foremost the preservation 
of open space. “Prudent open space 
acquisition…like Ewen Farm, Orange 
Fairground, and the Hubbell property 
have helped to maintain Orange’s rural 
climate that we all love and helps to 
keep Orange green,” it states on the 
Republican Town Committee website. 
Add to that the Racebrook Country 
Club property, which the town decided 
to purchase about two years ago in or-
der to prevent large-scale development.

Most recently, construction 
wrapped up at the inclusive playground 
at Fred Wolfe Park. Grand opening or 
soft opening, the kids couldn’t wait to 
take possession of their newest play-
space, and, according to Zeoli, it has 
been enthusiastically embraced. Some 
aspects of the playground project are 
yet to be added, such as shade trees, 
picnic tables, benches and such.

Hand in hand with open space 
preservation, Zeoli also likes to point 
out commercial successes that were 
negotiated, such as the FedEx Freight 
Distribution Center, Hilton Home-
wood Suites, and the V.A. Care Center 
that moved into Orange. Most recently, 

the Firelite Shopping Plaza was turned 
into a mixed-use apartment complex 
with retail at the ground floor. It is 
developments such as these that will 
revitalize the commercial area.

Zeoli is proud of the busi-
ness-friendly reputation the town 
has built. “Orange’s light is shining 
bright at the moment,” he is quoted 
on the party website. “We have put 
in a lot of hard work and effort over 
the last several years to prepare the 
industrial zone for this level of devel-
opment. With continued support from 
our team, which includes the Orange 
Economic Development Corporation 
and our local commercial Realtors we 
expect to maintain this momentum 
through the long term.”

The housing market has also ex-
panded considerably in recent years, 
adding more housing opportunities 
for area residents. Several housing 
projects have come to fruition, all in 
close proximity to the Boston Post 
Road, for different target audiences. 
In addition to the Firelite Plaza project, 
another development with affordable 
units is going up just up the road; and 
the Beecher Walk condos for those 55 
and older are now fully built out. On 
the other side of the Indian River Road, 
The Vero recently opened its doors, and 
is offering senior living solutions and 
assisted living facilities.

On the Republican website, the 
Town Committee also expresses sup-
port for the public schools – both the 
elementary and the Amity system. 
However, the relationship between 
the Amity leadership and the Orange 
Board of Finance has been fraught with 
tension in recent years. In fact, the 
Amity budget failed to pass at referen-
dum after the vice chairman of the 
Orange Board of Finance published a 
series of articles criticizing the Ami-
ty surplus.

It is notable that long-time Amity 
High School Principal Anna Mahon 

— who is now assistant superinten-
dent in Brookfield — is running, not 
for the Board of Education, but for a 
spot on the Orange Board of Finance. 
If elected, she could presumably help 
build bridges between the schools and 
Town Hall.

Challenger Mark Moyher
Zeoli’s challenger, Democrat Mark 

Moyher, meanwhile has been busy 
introducing himself to the voters of 
the town. He has gone door-to-door, 
talking to nearly 1,200 residents, he 
said. “I am getting feedback through 
these conversations, I hear what peo-
ple want,” he said in a phone conver-
sation. The number one concern is 
taxes, he said.

Mark Moyher’s background is in the 
financial industry, where he currently 
is head of trading at Wright’s Investors 
Service, and has lived in Orange for 
over 25 years. Both he and his wife 
Ilene serve on the town’s Recycling 

Committee. At the time of our con-
versation, he had just come from a 
weekend spent at the Orange Country 
Fair, splitting his time at the Recycling 
booth and the Democratic Town Com-
mittee booth. He is also planning to 
help out at the upcoming Shredding 
Day event on Saturday, October 7.

If elected, he would make an ef-
fort to provide more transparency 
in government, which he finds sorely 
lacking under the current leadership. 
(Moyher mentioned Fred Wolfe Park 
playground as being a prime example 
for that lack of communication and 
openness. People were confused about 
whether the playground was open.)

As first selectman, he would make 
himself “as available as necessary,” 
even after hours, for people who are 
looking for information. When elect-
ed, he would leave his current job at 
Wright’s Investor Service, he said, to 
be able to devote himself full-time to 
the town’s business.

He talked about the need for more 
attention to infrastructure improve-
ments, in particular the roads, but also 
High Plains Community Center, and 
the school buildings. He expressed 
dismay that Orange kids were sent 
home early in September due to the 
heat, while their counterparts in Beth-
any and Woodbridge had air condi-
tioned schools.

He thinks that monies for such pro-
jects may be available through grants, 
which would allow the town to do 
things without raising taxes. Besides 

which, the town’s fund balance of some 
19% is too high in his opinion. “We 
are overtaxing people,” he said. Even 
with a fund balance of 8-10% of its 
budget, the town would keep its triple 
A bond rating. His campaign slogan 
for this election, “More with Moyher” 
is reflective of his intention of doing 
more without raising taxes, he said.

Absentee Voting
Eligible voters who are either out of 

town on November 7 or can’t vote in 
person for any reason need to apply for 
an absentee ballot ahead of time, said 
Town Clerk Mary Shaw. Her office will 
start sending out ballots to voters who 
requested one on October 6. The clerk’s 
office will be communicating with the 
Registrars of Voters to make sure that 
the names of those who received a 
ballot will be checked off.

Those who vote absentee can re-
turn their ballot either by mail (if 
received by 8 p.m. on Election Day), 
by dropping them in the ballot box 
outside Town Hall; or by delivering 
them to the clerk’s office. For ques-
tions, call the clerk’s office at Town 
Hall, (203) 891-4730.

In-person Voting
In-person voting will take place at 

High Plains Community Center, for all 
three voting districts. Even though the 
ballot is the same for all, voters will be 
directed to their specific district, based 
on their address. Hours are from 6 
a.m. to 8 p.m.
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RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.



795-FUEL795-FUEL(3035)(3035)

CT HOD.142WWW.TAMAROOIL.COM

SPECIAL OFFER TO NEW CUSTOMERS 
ON AUTOMATIC DELIVERY.

SAVE BIG WITH OUR:
Buy one
Get  one Service  ContractsFREE
and 10¢ OFF per gallon for prompt payment.

WHEN YOU DEAL WITH 
TAMARO, YOU’LL GET:
• Faster Service! We're local 

when you need us the most.

• Delivery drivers who treat 
your property like their own.

• Competitive pricing from 
your hometown dealer.

• Friendly and prompt customer 
service from our family to yours! 
You'll speak to a Tamaro family 
member every time you call.

• Service Technicians who are 
never on sales commission.

We take great pride in 
servicing you with integrity.

Orange's Oil Company for Four Generations.

Had a contract that didn't 
work out as you thought? 
Trouble getting a delivery 
before a winter storm? Sign 
up with TAMARO and leave 
your worries to us! We keep 
things simple and reliable. 
Call today to fi nd out 
how our family can 
earn your business!

THERE’S NO ONE 
WAY TO RETIRE.
But there’s one place to do it b
 t.
For nearly 50 years, we’ve been reimagining and reinventing senior living, 
making sure older adults like you have the most fulfi lling, rewarding, 
and productive opportunities possible. Welcome to The Vero at Orange, 
where it’s all about living each day with purpose while contributing 
to your community in new and exciting ways and, most importantly, 
on your own terms.

Call 203-867-0123 today for more information and to schedule your tour.

197 Indian River Road
Orange, CT 06477
203-867-0123
theveroatorange.com

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care


