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First Selectman Debates: Boomer and
Millennial Share Their Visions for the Town

By BETTINA THIEL

ORANGE TOWN NEWS CORRESPONDENT

Come November 2™, Orange vot-
ers have the choice between two dis-
tinct generational approaches when
it comes to the top job in town; Long-
time Republican First Selectman Jim
Zeoli is running on a platform of ex-
perience and fiscal prudence. He is
being challenged by Millennial Connor
Deane, a Democrat, who emphasizes
better planning and a more broad-
based outreach from Town Hall to keep
residents informed. Their differences
as well as similarities came to the fore
during public debates between the two
candidates.

“You can vote for the same stagnant
leadership or vote to catapult the town
into the future, move Orange forward,”
said Deane for a closing statement on
October 14.

“With me you know what you're get-
ting,” said Zeoli. “People want to be in
Orange, where Mr. Zeoli has been the
first selectman for the past 16 years.”

The first of the debates, on October
7, was sponsored by the local Chamber
of Commerce. It took place at High
Plains Community Center gym, where
the crowd filled most of the seats, and
showed the interest people take in the
leadership of their town. The tone was
for the most part cordial and respect-
ful. There was a fair amount of agree-
ment between the two candidates.

RealLiving

First Selectman Jim Zeoli and challenger Connor

Deane talk about their vision for the town.

Both are native to Orange, and both
like to point out their local roots. As
is to be expected in a relatively small
town, those roots crossed on occasion.

In fact, Deane brought a picture
of himself riding the bus in second
grade, when that bus was driven by
none other than Zeoli, before he was
elected first selectman. But as much
as mutual respect was palpable, Deane
also pointed out where he would do
things differently than the current first
selectman.

When asked about their priorities,

Deane mentioned support for the
health department (“We need to make
sure we make it through the pandemic,”
he said); support for education (“it’s

the number one revenue driver”); and

to take alook at the commercial district
(“We need to take the tax burden off
the residents”).

Zeoli’s priorities involved sound
fiscal management (which was attest-
ed by Standard and Poor’s AAA bond
rating); new outdoor and indoor pro-
grams; and being proactive to support
the commercial district.

On thislast point, Zeoli mentioned
several projects under way along the
Boston Post Road. He said the owner of
the Burlington Coat Plaza is thinking
of subdividing a part of it, and repur-
posing it with uses such as warehous-
ing and possibly a cannabis grower.
They also are looking to put a solar
array on the roof. He also mentioned
the Sam’s Club and Lowe’s plaza, which
is now occupied by Amazon. “I just
wish they would register their vehicles
in the state,” he said, since the town
would then have extra revenue from
vehicle taxes. But the impetus for that
has to come from the state lawmakers.

Connor Deane thinks more atten-
tion needs to be placed on revitaliza-
tion of the Boston Post Road. “I would
like to see more niche businesses and
more restaurants,” he said, pointing to
some successful revitalization efforts
just up the road, such as the Whole
Foods Plaza and REI. “Maybe we need
to resurrect the Post Road Study Com-
mittee to figure out where people are
shopping,” he said.

The purchase of the Race Brook
Country Club, a project that was
brought forward by Zeoli earlier this
year and passed at referendum with
wide approval rating, also came up
during the debates. Zeoli pointed out
that the creation of open space doubled

See “Debates” On Page 21

ORANGE | 326 Racebrook Rd | $499,900
Charming Cape situated on .96 acres. 4 bedroom 3.5
bathrooms with Large in law addition with separate entrance.
2 car garage two offices perfect for working from home. &
Plenty of storage. Conveniently located near Route 15, Route
34 and shopping. Award winning school system!!!

R % _ sl
“'} f-t re F k ORANGE | 547 SummitDrive | $379,000
] cy s Charming Cape Cod-style home w/4BR, 2 full baths & 1725 sf.
]‘] { ] 5 t 1 1 10 Loved by orig'l owning family for past 64 years. Tranquil &
serene setting of 0.89 acres. Open fir plan on 1st fir btwn LR,
DR &kitn. Lots of nat'l light & beautfl views of priv yard. All hwd
firs (except kitn and baths), 2 fpls. Porch area of approx 222 sf

w/poten'l for Great rm. Baseboard heat.

Ross Cotjanle 203-401-1993

ORANGE
328 Arnold Lane
SOLD 104.9%
of Listing Price
Claire Sullivan 203-605-1943

RealEstate
www.WDSELLS.com

New Haven ¢ Milford « Woodbridge
Branford ¢ Old Saybrook

Frank D’Ostilio 203-641-7072
An Independent, Owned and Operated Franchisee of Real Living Real Estate, LLC
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Regina Saver | e

Realtor®

Locally. Focused. Expertise.
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O v N Orange Visiting Nurses Assoc.
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“Regina is a real professional who

has been a great advocate for me when ORANGE Over 80 &gqmj 0f Service
buying and selling several homes Since 1934
over the past 16+ years.
I highly vecommend

Recuperate from surgery while receiving
physical therapy and nursing services
in the comfort of your own home.

raem

her services to anyone
looking to buy or sell.”

Realliving

Rich,

Wareck Orange, CT
D'Ostilio

Remember to request the
Orange VNA upon discharge
from the hospital.

* Skilled Nursing

* Physical, Occupational
and Speech Therapy

* Medical Social Worker
_' * Home Health Aides

* Wound Care Consultant

— FLORIST
Best Flower Shop in Milford Since 1985

* Registered Dietician

Family Owned & Operated - All Products 100% Guaranteed /H;m
FULL SERVICE FLORIST & GIFT SHOP IE—'EECL

DELIVERY TO NEW HAVEN COUNTY « SAME DAY DELIVERY TO ORANGE!
ZERO CONTACT DELIVERY « CURBSIDE PICKUP
SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS - OPEN 7 DAYS

A'state licensed, town Municipal agency providing cutting edge homecare with a personal touch.
Medlicare, Medicaid and most major commercial insurance plans accepted.

ToP2s  TOP25  605AOrange Center Road, Orange, CT 06477~ TOP ¢

325 New Haven Ave. « Milford, CT 96460 BT WIEIER  Phone:(203)891-4752 ® Fax: (203)891-2169 = !
(203) 878-3717 - www.beachwoodflorist.com Fazii Fazzi N AGENGY 2

Assisted Living-It-Up.

At The Linden at Woodbridge, we've found that a little help goes quite
well with a lot of fun. Let us show you how we can help you feel your
best every day at a complimentary lunch and private tour.

Choose from two special savings promotions if you sign by the end of the
month: Your 15t and 13t months rent free or a TV and tablet, custom accent
wall, and $500 towards your moving costs! Contact us to learn more.

330 Amity Road - Woodbridge I H E LI N DEN

203) 350-0737 - TheLindenAtWoodbridge.com
(203) 9 " WOODBRIDGE

(¢ A LEISURE CARE COMMUNITY




Experience and Judgment are important

“I admit | voted against the Race Brook Country Club purchase.”

Really77

“What are we getting for it..?"* Connor Deanne

* Orange Chamber of Commerce debate 10/7/2021

1. Jim Zeoli saw the value of purchasing the Race Brook
property and brought it to the people of Orange.

2. All Selectmen, both Democrat and Republican, voted in
favor of the purchase.

3. Voters in referendum approved the purchase.

4. Now this 287 acre green space is protected for current
residents and future generations.

The Benefits for Orange Residents are UNDENIABLE.

“It’s the first time that the Town has bought any open space
that we're being paid back for” Jim Zeoli

RE-ELECT
FIRST SELECTMAN

Experience & Straightforward Leadership

L)

Paid for by the Friends of Zeoli, Kevin Houilhan Treasurer, approved by Jim Zeoli
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GRASSY HILL AUCTIONS, AN ESTATE
SALE, LIQUIDATION, ATTIC & BASEMENT
CLEANOUT COMPANY...

...Is Always Buying and providing services all over Connecticut. These are just a FEW of the things we
are looking for: Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments (Saxophones, Trumpets,
Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone & SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken or Not),
Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, & MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs,
0Old Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting & Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry,
Broken Jewelry, Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military ltems, Swords & Bayonets, Helmets
& Patches, Medals & Uniforms, Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical Pencils,
Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt &
Whitney Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics, Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox &
Hotwheels, Barbie's, Folk Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern Furniture, Straight
Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items, Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs...& THE LIST GOES ON!
So please give us a call at your earliest convenience.

Grassy Hill Auctions | (203) 868-1816 | GrassyHillAuctions.com

ContaCt us: 203'795'5076 e ™ A Retirement Party for long time Town Clerk, Pat O’Sullivan’s Retirement
ourladyofsorrowsct@yahoo.com e e T Party was held on Friday October 8th at Race Brook Country Club. State

Facebook: @OurLadyOfSorrowsTraditional o Reps Kathy Kennedy and Mary Welander attended and presented him
- . with a citation thanking him for his long service to the Town of Orange.

378 Spring St., Orange (off of Racebrook Rd)

Town of Orange Meetings for
the Month of November 2021

THE LAw OFFICES OF
JOHN J‘ CARANGELO’ LLC (Subject to Change, Check with Town Clerk’s Office, 203-891-4730)
1st  Zoning Board of Appeals ....ccecumnrrrcrerreennne 7:00 pm Town Hall
Country Fair Cmte 7:30 pm HPCC
OHN J. CARANGELO
J ATJTORNEY AT LAW 3rd  Conservation Comm 7:00 pm HPCC
Town Plan & Zoning Comm.......couwweneeeennne 7:00 pm Town Hall
+ WRONGFUL DEATH ACTIONS
4th  OGAT 7:30 pm Town Hall
p
+ ESTATE PLANNING
8th  Traffic Authority 4:30 pm Police Dept.
+ RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS Board of Police Comm 4:30pm  Police Dept.
Amity Board of Education ......cweemeeeeesnens 6:30 pm Woodbridge
' I[VORCE LAW
D L 9th  Economic Development Comm ....ccoueenee 5:30 pm Town Hall
+ CRIMINAL DEFENSE Inland Wetlands Comm.......couveeermnreeesseeennne 7:30 pm HPCC
+ PERSONAL IN]URY LITIGATION 10th Board of Selectmen 7:00pm  Town Hall
+ PROBATE LAW 15th Orange Family Counselipg .......................... 9:00 am HPCC
ORANGE Orange Board of Education .......cc.ceeereeennes 7:00 pm Mary L Tracy
+ COMMERCIAL TRANSACTIONS k— Sesool ,
501 BOSTON POST RD. Board of Finance 7:00pm  Town Hall
* FAMILY LAw UNIT #23 16th Town Plan & Zoning Comm.......ccouwvermsseeenne 7:00 pm Town Hall
; ORANGE, CT 06477
CORPORATE LAW 17th Recycling Cmte 7:00 pm HPCC
P: 203-397-1808 CERT 7:00pm  HPCC
F: 1-203-306-3322 Park & Recreation Comm.......cceeveerererrnnes 7:30 pm Town Hall
18th Community Services 7:00 pm HPCC
LEGAL M Library Commission 7:00 pm Case Memorial
EXPERIENCE 64 CHERRY STREET e o B
ension Boar: :00 pm own Ha
YOou CAN MILFORD, CT 06460
C OU NT O N P: 203-878-5600 19th Emergency Management Cmte ... 8:00 am Police Station
F: 203-878-5610 22nd Orange Youth Services ... 7:30 pm HPCC
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Orange’s Exclusive Newspaper

Mailed Free to Every Home & Business in Orange

Circulation of 6,070.

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477
Phone: 203-298-4399

Publisher Rocky Salperto
Editor Marlene Silverstein
Production & Design J. Michael Kriz
Correspondents Melissa Nicefaro | Bettina Theil
Contributing Writers Roberta Nestor | Ginny Reinhard

To Submit News Articles/Local Events contact 203-298-4399
or Email: edit@orangetownnews.com

For Advertisement Information call 203-298-4399
or Email: ads@orangetownnews.com

To Submit a Letter to the Editor mail us
or Email your letter to: letters@orangetownnews.com

To Submit a Bulletin Board Event
Email us at: bulletinboard @orangetownnews.com

All articles, photographs and letters must include your name, address and
daytime telephone number for confirmation. The Orange Town News reserves
the right to reject any advertisement, article, photograph or letter. Letters to

the Editor must be unique to the Orange Town News.

Contact us:
Rocky Salperto
Marlene Silverstein
J. Michael Kriz
Melissa Nicefaro
Bettina Theil

Rocky@orangetownnews.com

Marlene@orangetownnews.com

Mike@orangetownnews.com

Melissa@orangetownnews.com

Bettina@orangetownnews.com

www.OrangeTownNews.com

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.

MicHAEL J. PaoLiNi, CPA

PERSONAL AND BUSINESS TAX RETURNS
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
IRS AND STATE REPRESENTATION
TAX PLANNING
BUSINESS FEASIBILITY STUDIES
NON-PROFIT EXEMPTIONS

Nz
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174 CHERRY STREET - MILFORD, CT 06460
PHONE 203-876-04.45 - FAX 203-874.-7498
mpaolinicpa.com

(@énge Town N%@“)

T ANEON—

Below are the next three issue dates & deadlines of the Orange Town News.

Thank you for your submissions to Your Home Town Newspaper.

Upcoming Issue Date

Issue Deadline
November 12

November 19 | Thanksgiving Issue
December 17 | Holiday Issue

December 10

January 14 | New Year’s Issue
Note: Copy due by 4:00p.m. Thank you.

January 7

Thank You to All of
Our Town Leaders

My family and I moved to the Town
of Orange in 1983 and have felt blessed
ever since. I consider our town an oasis
that has nurtured our children, given
them an incredible education, created a
safe and wholesome environment, and
allowed us to continue as residents of
this town.

A 2019 article in the New York
Times has touted Orange as a won-
derful place to raise a family, and I
couldn’t agree more. There is a spirit
that I hold dear to my heart, with so
many organizations and a desire by
my fellow townspeople to give back
to our community and beyond. Our
town is packed with so many activities
to partake in, beginning with the High
Plains Community Center pool, ten-
nis courts, and walking/running track
that there is no reason to sit idle. How
many other towns could also boast a
Fireman’s Carnival, Country Fair, Con-
certs, movie night, Owl Prowl, Tree
lighting ceremony and tractor light
show, Strawberry Festival, Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner, Lobster Bake, Recycling
Day, Easter Egg Hunt, Thanksgiving
Day Road Race and the upcoming 200-
year anniversary celebration of the
town just to name a few.

With over 1000 acres of open space,
and 18 miles of hiking trails, there is
so much to explore or find solitude and
quiet after a long and hectic work day.

I want to thank all of the leaders
of our town, and my fellow Orange
citizens for being the forward think-
ers that have made our town the gem
that it is.

Dr. Lawrence Messina
President of the Orange Land Trust

Wreaths Across
America Program

Connecticut Minuteman Composite
Squadron, Civil Air Patrol announces
its Wreaths Across America Cemetery
for this year for the Wreaths Across

(@z_lnge Town Néi{s)

America Program. The CT Minuteman

Composite Squadron, CAP based at
Tweed New Haven Airport, in asso-
ciation with the Orange Cemetery
Association, the New Haven Rotary
and American Legion Orange Post 127
has selected the Orange Cemetery in
Orange, CT for the Veterans Wreath
laying Ceremony this year. Wreaths
will be placed on veteran grave sites in
the cemetery on December 18%, 2021.
If you have a Veteran in the cemetery
and would like to make sure your vet-
eran’s grave has a wreath placed on it,
please contact 1% Lieutenant Jerald
Barber, CAP at 203-671-7848. A $15
donation is requested. Wreaths may
also be picked up at the Orange Ceme-
tery on the 18" across from the Orange
Fire Department next to Orange Town
Hall if you wish to pick one up for an-
other location. Please let Lieutenant
Barber know in advance so that we
have enough wreaths available to ac-
commodate your recognition request.

This year’s National CAP Wreaths
Across America campaign is to Re-
member the fallen, Honor those who
serve, and teach the next generation
the value of freedom. Every December,
itis a Civil Air Patrol holiday tradition
observed by all 52 CAP wings and even
abroad. Thousands of CAP officers and
cadets participate in Wreaths Across
America observances to honor our na-
tion’s fallen. They present the colors,
deliver orations and place veteran’s
wreaths on headstones at national
and local cemeteries and war memo-
rials. Last year, more than 1.5 million
veterans’ wreaths were sponsored by
the public for placement on veteran’s
graves at 1,433 ceremonies in all 50
states and abroad. Members of Civil
Air Patrol’s CT Minuteman Squadron,
located at Tweed New Haven Airport
are proud to partner once more with
Wreaths Across America.

Wreaths Across America culminates
this year on Saturday, December 18,

See “Letters” On Page 12

——

OTN LETTERS POLICY

Submit your letters for our "From Our Readers" section to:
Orange Town News, P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477
or email: letters@orangetownnews.com.
Please limit letters to 500 words and include a daytime phone number
in case we have any questions. Letters must be exclusive to the Orange
Town News for publication. We reserve the right to reject any letter.
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Board of Selectman
Mitch Goldblatt

Mitch Goldblatt has
served as an elected offi-
cial in the Town of Orange
for over 40 years. His love
for serving his community
has spanned the positions
of Constable, Town Plan
and Zoning Commission,
Board of Selectmen and
First Selectman.

Now seeking his 15%
term as a member of the
Board of Selectmen, Mitch is also cur-
rently the chair of the Orange Recy-
cling Committee and a member of the
Pension Board. A volunteer at many
events, Mitch helps out at the Orange
Country Fair, the Firemen’s Carnival,
Shredding Day, and the Lions Club
Thanksgiving Dinner to name a few.

He currently works for the Town
of Guilford as the Director of Human
Resources and is an adjunct profes-
sor of Public Administration at the
University of New Haven where he
teaches Personnel Management and
Labor Relation in the Public Sector.

Mitch has always been outspoken,
but also a great listener to others with
ideas. He was an early advocate of an
Orange Train Station, supported Stew
Leonard’s coming to town, and began
the path for a surge of economic de-
velopment, including working to bring
Target and Kohl’s to town, while initi-
ating discussions with United Illumi-
nating and sparking the resurgence
of the Edison Road extension which

has opened up our light
industrial district to new
development.

As a Selectman, Mitch
advocated for larger Re-
cycling Bins, stood up
against the Boy Scouts
and their former discrimi-
natory actions against gay
scouts, and is concerned
about our residents being
overtaxed, which has led
to an excessive undesignated fund bal-
ance. While being an advocate of not
allowing any smoking in the outdoor
seating of restaurants, he is in favor
of allowing a cannabis dispensary in
Orange now that it is legalized and
may bring much needed revenue to the
town. A member of the Bond Oversight
Committee, he is concerned about
proper maintenance for our roads and
town facilities. As an active partici-
pant in the Orange Sesquicentennial
Celebration in 1972, Mitch is excited
to be part of our 2022 Bicentennial
Committee.

Mitch earned a BA in Political Sci-
ence from Muhlenberg College in Al-
lentown, Pennsylvania and an MBA in
Management from The University of
New Haven. An Orange resident for
over 60 years, Mitch lives on Drum-
mond Road with his wife Abby and has
two children, Carl and Shayna.

He loves serving our town and re-
spectfully asks for your vote for anoth-
er term as your Selectman.

Board of Selectman
Charles Flynn IV

Why am I running
for the Orange Board of
Selectmen? I believe the
business of Orange is ed-
ucation, which must once
again become our Town’s
Priority. No matter your
ethnicity, religion, age or
background I have heard
from you loud and clear:
itis far past time that pri-
oritizing education return
to Orange.

Currently, I serve as Chairman for
the Orange Elementary School dis-
trict’s Buildings, Grounds and Security
subcommittee, where I contributed to
the schools opening fully in person
during the 2020/2021 year, one of the
few in the country to do so. In this ca-
pacity, [ have watched years of modest,
appropriate OESS budgets, yet a ma-
jority of OESS modest capital requests
to support our infrastructure were
denied by the Board of Selectmen’s
Capital planning committee. As a Se-
lectman, rather than ignore, I would
PRIORITIZE proper capital funding of
our aging OESS schools. Procrastina-
tion of regularly funded projects leads
to catastrophic financial consequences
in the future. [ have an extended histo-
ry of supporting responsible budgets
that bring value to our town.

I opposed the devastating $500,000
budget cut to the Orange Elementa-
ry Budget in 2020, as well as calls
for increasing class sizes during the

pandemic. A town that
can find millions for a
private golf course needs
to rediscover its priority:
our children’s future. As
subcommittee Chairman,
I have overseen the de-
velopment of a preventa-
tive maintenance plan
to maintain our schools
for the future in a fiscally
responsible manner. This
only works with regular contributions
from our Town Resources. As a Select-
man, [ won’t ignore smart, reasonable,
cost saving investments in Orange’s
infrastructure.

Additionally, I continue working
hard with my talented colleagues on
the Orange Playground Committee to
bring a full-time Playground to Fred
Wolfe Park. My wife Erin and I have
three children in the Orange and Amity
schools. I have volunteered for the Or-
ange Country Fair, coached for Orange
Little League & Orange Youth Soccer,
and currently serve on the Board of
Ryan’s Rebels, a charity supporting
children and their families who are
battling neuroblastoma.

Maybe you fished next to me as a
child on Opening day of Trout Season
at Cedarcrest. Maybe you sat next to
me in the waiting room at Dr. Zelson’s.
We may have cheered our children to-
gether playing soccer, lacrosse, golf
or in the pool. With your vote, we can
redefine Orange’s future. Let’s go.

Board of Selectman
Rosanna Cappetta

My name is Rosan-
na Cappetta, and [ am
running for Board of Se-
lectman. I was raised in
Orange, and I attended
Turkey Hill School, Amity
Middle School and Amity
High School. My husband,
Jared Millbrandt (running
for BOE), and I have two
young children. We are
looking forward to raising
them in this great town while sending
them to the Orange/Amity schools. I
received my BA in International Studies
from Fairfield University. I then attend-
ed Quinnipiac University School of Law

where I received my Juris
Doctor in May of 2014. I
was admitted to the prac-
tice of law that same year.
I am a criminal defense
attorney with the Public
Defender’s Office. I am
also an Adjunct Professor
at the University of New
Haven where I teach un-
dergraduate criminal law.

I am very much looking
forward to the opportunity to give back
to a town that has given me so much.
I, along with all of the other members
of the Democratic team, ask for your
vote on November 2.

SAVE THE DATE
Town of Orange 2021 Election

Tuesday, November 2™

Town Clerk
Margaret Novicki

Margaret Novicki has
an extensive background
in public service and
communications over a
30-year career.

She has been active
in Orange politics since
her retirement from the
United Nations. She was
elected to a two-year term
on the Board of Selectmen
in 2019 and also ran for
First Selectman in 2017. As Select-
man, she serves on the Emergency
Management Advisory Council and

its COVID subcommit-
tee, and the Personnel
Committee. From 2018-
19, she was a member of
the Community Services
Commission.

Her last position at the
UN was Director of Stra-
tegic Communications,
leading its global commu-
nications campaigns and
crisis communications.
She worked for the United Nations at
Headquarters in New York and in four

African countries.
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Tax Collector
Mark Moyher

Mark Moyher will
bring 35+ years of expe-
rience in the financial in-
dustry to the role of Tax
Collector. His extensive
knowledge of financial
software systems and
compliance requirements
has helped him earn sev-
eral industry licenses.
Currently Vice President
and Head Trader for
Wright Investors’ Service,
Mark’s decades with the company have
included implementing systems for
trading, portfolio management, and
back-office operations. Previously, he
attended Fairfield University, studying
Accounting and Finance.

As Tax Collector, Mark will strive to
make paying taxes as simple as possi-
ble for residents and businesses. His
commitment to continuing educa-

tion and ability to adapt
to new systems will help
him stay current on tax
policies and procedures.
Mark’s a genial guy who'’s
looking forward to work-
ing with residents and
town officials.

Mark is an active
member of the Orange
Recycling Committee,
serving as Secretary and
Treasurer. He enjoys vol-
unteering at community events such
as Paper Shredding & Mattress Recy-
cling Days and the Orange Country
Fair. Alifelong CT resident, Mark has
lived in Orange since 1998 with his
wife Ilene. He likes traveling, bowling,
reading, and spending time with fam-
ily & friends. An avid golfer, Mark’s a
member of the Grassy Hill Men’s Golf
Association.

Board of Finance
PJ Shanley

For PJ Shanley, serving
on the Board of Finance
for the past 8 years has
been an honor and a privi-
lege. He has a background
in corporate finance and
20+ years of experience as
a financial advisor.

He is a fiscally con-
servative Democrat,
who has worked hard to
help implement budgets

that make sense for the
entire town.

The Town of Orange
holds a special place in
his heart. He grew up
here, met his wife and
most of his close friends
in Orange. He and his wife
are raising a family here.
His mother and moth-
er-in-law still reside in
this town.

Board of Finance
Kevin McNabola

Kevin looks forward to
bringing a unique skillset
of 19 years corporate and
over 10 years of munic-
ipal Finance experience
to the Board of Finance.
Kevin is currently the
Chief Financial Officer in
the City of Meriden. He
also worked as a Senior Fi-
nance Executive for both
Bayer Pharmaceutical and
General Electric before

becoming the Business
Manager for the Orange
School District in 2010.
Kevin received his B.S. in
Economics from South-
ern Connecticut State
University and MBA/
MPA from the Univer-
sity of New Haven. He
is also a member of the
Orange Fire Department
and former Orange Little
League Manager.

Board of Finance
Patricia Romano

Pat Sanders Romano
hasbeen an Orange Board
of Finance Member since
2015. Askilled executive
in financial and person-
nel management, comple-
mented by her experience
atalllevels of government,
she provides Orange a
fresh, practical, and com- |
munity-focused perspec- |
tive in fiscal control and
budget development.

Pat relocated to Orange in 2011
from Rye Brook (NY) where she was an
elected Village Trustee, Police Commis-
sioner, Planning Board member. She
has 40+ years of experience in Health-
care Administration. She oversaw an
annual budget of $50+ million, and fac-
ulty and staff of 650 as the Executive
Director of a Medical School Psychiatry
Department. Pat consults on leader-
ship, compliance, policy/program de-

velopment; teaches Grad-
uate Medical Education; is
the Community Member
on the VA (CT) Research
Subcommittee: Human
Subjects Protection.

Pat is a Board Member
and Past President of Or-
ange Lions; honored as a
Melvin Jones Fellow and
a Knight of the Blind. As
an Orange Senior Leader-
ship Program participant,
she received the Garvey/Plancher
Award: Exemplifying the True Spirit
of Leadership.

Pat, and husband Jim, live in Field-
stone where they are active home-
owners. Their daughter Alisa lives
in Shelton.

Reelect Pat Sanders Romano. She
is devoted to providing experienced,
diverse, diligent, and energetic lead-
ership to Orange.

Town Plan & Zoning Commission
Dan Fitzmaurice

Dan was born and
raised in Milford and,
after a few years living
on the west coast, re-
located to Orange with
his young family in
2014. He supports lo-
cal artists and cultural
organizations as Execu-
tive Director at the Arts
Council of Greater New
Haven, loves hiking at
Racebrook Tract, and is always will-

ing to meet over a good
cup of coffee. Asa mem-
ber of the Town Plan and
Zoning Commission, he
will prioritize policies
that welcome racially di-
verse residents, support
agriculture and open
spaces, and meaning-
fully engage everyone
in planning processes
to shape the future of
our community.

Town Plan & Zoning Commission
Mike Muttitt

Mike Muttitt was
raised in Orange. He
serves as President of
the Interservice Clubs
Committee of New Ha-
ven (Camp Cedarcrest),
is a member of the Or-
ange Government Ac-
cess Television (OGAT),
and New Haven Kiwanis.
Mike served as a student
member on OGAT and
camera person.

A graduate of Amity, Mike has a BS,
Information Technology from RIT and

is currently the Manager
of Network Operations
for Securitas Security
Services USA.

While a resident of
Monroe, Mike served
on the Inland Wetlands
Commission, including as
chair and on the Charter
Communications Cable
Advisory Council Area 19
and as its Vice Chair.

Mike is married with two chil-
dren and is a parishioner at Holy In-
fant Church.

www.OrangeTownNews.com
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Orange Board of Education
Jared Millbrandt

Jared Millbrandt is a
Criminal Defense Attor-
ney and Public Defend-
er, State of Connecticut.
He earned a JD, Western
New England University
School of Law and a BA,
History, Nazareth College.

Jared is a member of
the Orange Soccer As-

sociation and the Or-

ange Democratic Town
Committee serving as
its Nominating Com-
mittee chair.

Jared is married with
two children. His oldest
justbegan at Mary L. Tra-
cy and he looks forward
to being able to serve the
town as a Board of Edu-
cation member.

Orange Board of Education
Carmen Anna Rodriguez

Carmen Ana Rodri-
guez, has lived in Orange
for more than 29 years
and is the proud parent
of two adult children
both graduates from
Amity High School. She
is a veteran educator with
more than 37 years of
experience in New Hav-

en Public Schools where
she served the families
and their children with passion and
commitment until her retirement in

University.

June 2020. Mrs. Rodri-
guez’s career includes her
experiences as a teacher,
assistant principal, prin-
cipal, and a Supervisor
for the English Learn-
ers. She graduated from
American International
College with a BS Degree
in Teaching and complet-
ed her graduate degree
at Fairfield Universi-

ty and Teachers College, Columbia

Orange Board of Education

Liz Tremper

Liz Tremper is a
teacher in Hamden Pub-
lic Schools K-8, as well
as the point person for
Leadership and Commu-
nity Engagement, and the
Hamden Education Asso-
ciation Union Represent-
ative, Human Relations
Club Advisor, Diversity
and Inclusion Grant Re-

cipient, Rainbow Library
Founder, Volunteer Tutor,

and a PTA Member.

Liz holds a 6% Year
Diploma, Educational
Leadership, SCSU; MA,
English, CT Teaching Cer-
tificate, SCSU; BA, English,
University of Connecticut
and a Cross Endorsement
Library Media.

Liz is married with
three children and a
proud Orange Elementary
School Parent.

Constables

Santo Galatioto Jr.
Randy Thomas

Jay Carrier

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2

Amity Board of Education
Carla Eichler

Carla is a lifelong tee. During her first

Orange resident, Ami- term, she is proud to be
ty graduate, and been part of the completion
of the all-weather field
and stadium project, im-

proved building security,

a member of the Amity
Board of Education since
2017. Carla earned a
Master of Art Education
at SCSU and a Bachelor
of Fine Arts from UConn.
On the Amity Board of
Education, she served
on the Policy, Facilities

including an increase of
security personnel, and
the addition of social
work services at the mid-
dle schools.

Carla and her husband,
Jim, have two daughters who attend

and Curriculum Committees. Carla

now chairs the Personnel Commit- Amity and Orange schools.

Amity Board of Education
Craig Lennon

Craig Lennon and Achievement Bridgeport
his wife have two sons
in the Amity/Orange
school system. He is the
Dean of Students at the

University of Bridgeport.

Community Board since
2018 and has served as
a youth soccer coach for
several years. With over
20 years of experience in
Craig earned his BA at
Stonehill College and
MS at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. He
has served on the Junior

working in educational
settings, Craig will work
hard to support and grow
the excellent school sys-

tem in Amity.

Amity Board of Education
Patricia (Patty) Post

Patty Com-

pagnone-Post is a retired

from University of Pitts-
burgh, an MS, Molecular
Professor of Biology, Al- Biology from University
bertus Magnus College.
She managed a $650,000
National Science Founda-
tion grant, was a finalist for
the CT Technology Coun-
cil's Women of Innovation
Award, a mentor with the
Amity High School Science

Research Program, and for

of Pennsylvania, and a BS,
Chemistry from Emma-
nuel College.

Aresident of Orange for
20 years, Patty is a former

: \ member of the Orange

. Historical Society Board

y k’ of Directors. She is mar-

ried and her two children

are both graduates of Orange and Am-
ity Schools.

the Senior Service Learning Program.
Patty holds a PhD, Biochemistry
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Board of Selectmen

Ralph Okenquist

Mary Shaw

> B.S. Fairfield > Advanced Business > B.S. Industrial Tech- opportunity to support the
University Program Planning nology, CCSU Orange Board of Education,
> M.B.A. University > Chandler Evans »» M.S. Counseling the leadership team, teach-
of New Haven - Senior Program Ad- in Higher Edu- ers, staff and families of our
> Fred Wolfe Park Com- ministrator cation, SCSU outstanding school system.
mittee 1995-98 “As a selectman, I will > Administrative Assis- Both positions have
> Park & Rec Commis- continue utilizing my busi- tant to the allowed me to exercise my

sion 9 years, 5 years
as Chairman
> Capital Planning
Committee Chair

> Allied
nal - Manager

Sig-

ness, management, munic-
ipal, and capital planning
expertise to cost effectively
plan and implement contin-
uing improvements in our
School and Town facilities.”

Board of Selectmen
Judy Wright Williams

> Board of Selectmen

> Orange Cemetery

> First Selectman, Town
of Orange 2012-2019
> Orange Board of Ed-
ucation - Administra- NS
tive Assistant to the
Superintendent 2019 - present
> Mary’s extensive experience
working closely with all of Or-
ange’s municipal offices makes her
uniquely qualified to serve as your
Town Clerk.
“As a candidate for the position of Town
Clerk, my role as the previous Adminis-

strong interpersonal skills.
My dedication and passion
for our community is evident
with my involvement on sev-
eral boards, committees and
town events throughout the years. Amity
Middle School, Race Brook and Mary L.
Tracy PTAs, ACS Relay for Life, Amity
Girls Lacrosse Association, Town of Or-
ange Holiday Festival and Veterans Day
Ceremony to name a few. The Town Clerk
position is all about providing knowledge-
able customer service in a welcoming, ap-

- 10 years Association trative Assistant to the First Selectman proachable and transparent environment.
> B.S. Southern Con- “My special interests in for seven years provided valuable hands If given the opportunity to serve as the
necticut  State serving on the Board of Se- on experience. keeper of accurate records while complying
University lectmen are to promote ed- Working closely with all municipal of- with local and state regulations, provide
» M.S. Spe- ucational excellence in our fices within the Town of Orange, I sup- election oversight and maintain a gen-

cial Education

> Southern Connecticut
State University

> Graduate of the Or-
ange and Amity

> School Systems

> Teacher 33 years,

School System

Orange

> Human Service Commission

> Historic District Commission

schools and to preserve the
rural character and the his-
toric core values of Orange.
This includes open space
preservation and effective
cost management to im-
prove the quality of life for both families
with children and seniors who want to
remain in Orange close to their children
and grandchildren.”

Board of Selectmen
John Carangelo

ported the First Selectman and the Board
of Selectmen while attending to the needs
of our residents.

As the current Administrative Assistant
to the Superintendent, I have the unique

eral overall informational epicenter for
the Town, I am committed to do my very
best, with great pride, to meet and exceed
the expectations of our residents in every
aspect that the position requires.”

Tax Collector
Tom Hurley

> B.S. Michigan State
University

» M.S.
ics, Wayne State

Econom-

> Tom Hurley has been
dedicated to the people
of Orange for over 20
years. As a member of

University the Amity Board of Ed-

> Orange Board of Se- been a lifelong resident » PMI—Project ucation for over 13 years,

lectmen - 6 years of Orange and resides Management Tom served as Chairman,

» B.A. Syracuse with his wife Kath- > APBM, Certified Vice Chairman, and
University rine and his sons Mi- Business Manager Secretary.

> J.D. Quinnipiac Col- chael and Joey. » USAF Veteran > Tom is a Financial

lege School of Law “As a member of the (Captain) Professional and is well

> Former Judge of Pro-
bate for Orange

»  Practicing attorney
with over 22 years of
legal experience

> John Carangelo has

Board of Selectmen I will
continue my efforts to keep
taxes under control for our
residents, and continue to
improve our town’s infra-
structure and schools.”

> Senior Vice-Com-
mander American Legion

prepared to serve as our
Tax Collector.
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Board of Finance
Joseph Nuzzo

> B.S. Business Ad-
ministration/Man-
agement, Southern
Connecticut State
University

> M.B.A. Degree in
Finance, University
of New Haven

> Twenty Years in Com-
mercial Banking

> Business Owner Com-
mercial Finance

R . . .
> Joe’s community service includes
Orange Soccer Association youth
soccer coach, Orange Little League

baseball coach, current
Board Member of the
Amity Club, a civic and
philanthropic organiza-
tion in New Haven, and
Past President and Board
Member of the Boys’/Girls’
Club of New Haven.

“I ask the townspeople
of Orange for your vote to
allow me to continue to ap-
ply my extensive financial

experience and expertise to our policy of
fiscal responsibility and straightforward

Board of Finance

> Associate Professor
of Finance, Central
Connecticut State
University

> Former Director
of the MBA pro-
gram, Alabama A&M
University

> Ph.D. in Finance,
Florida International
University

> MBA from Alabama
A&M University

> B.S. University of Delhi
> Drs. Ajeet and Preti Jain, and

Ajeet Jain

their daughter, Simran are
proud residents of Orange.
“As an Associate Profes-
sor of Finance at Central
Connecticut State Univer-
sity and the former Direc-
tor of the MBA program at
Alabama A&M University, |
have gained extensive expe-
rience in the field of finance.”
‘I am committed to
keeping taxes low while

providing the highest support possible
for community services, infrastructure

improvements and excellent schools.”

~

Town Plan & Zoning Commission
Ozzie Parente

Planning and

Zoning Commis-
sion Chairman

B.A. Villanova

University

J. D. University of
Bridgeport School of
Law, (Now Quinnipiac
College School of Law)

Ozzie is an attorney
focusing in the areas

of real estate law, cor-

porate finance, commercial law and
contracting. Ozzie is a member of

the New Haven County,
Connecticut and Ameri-
can Bar Associations.

>~ He is past Vice-Pres-
ident and General Coun-
sel of a large Connecticut
manufacturer.

> Ozzie has also served
in a leadership capacity
for the Quinnipiac Club
Board of Governors, The
Hopkins School Alumni

Board and Board of the Greater
Valley Chamber of Commerce.

~

Town Plan & Zoning Commission
Kevin Cornell

Planning and Zoning
Commission member
B.E. Mechanical Engi-
neering, Stevens In-
stitute of Technology
J. D. University of
Bridgeport School of
Law, (Now Quinnipiac
College School of Law)
Professional Certifi-
cation: Profession-
al Engineer, New
York State

Kevin is a Real Estate Develop-
ment professional with over 30

years of experience in
all facets of commercial
and residential real es-
tate development and
construction.

"As a resident of Orange
for 32 years, I feel an obli-
gation to give back to the
community that helped
raise and educate my chil-
dren and allow my family to
enjoy the wonderful quality

of life that Orange offers. My work expe-
rience aligns precisely with the demands
of the Planning and Zoning Commission."

Constables
Dan Zapatka

Glen Papelo



Friday, October 29, 2021

Qﬁ:[;;l_g-se: Towﬁ ﬁei@

Page 11

— Ay

ELECTION 2021 - REPUBLICANS

Orange Board of Education

Jeffrey Cap

> Vice-Chair, Board
of Education

> Chief Information
Officer,
Architects

> Former

:

e

Newman

Technol-
ogy Teacher

community volunteer for many

&

> Boy Scout Lead-
er & Trainer

> Knights of Co-
lumbus Member
(Third Degree)

> Jeff has served as a

organizations in Orange includ-
ing the Orange Country Fair, Holy
Infant Church, and Website Ad-

ministrator for various
non-profit groups

“It is important for chil-
dren to receive the high-
est quality of education
from Orange Elementary
Schools. Not only is educa-
tion a top priority but hav-
ing safe and secure school
buildings is equally as im-
portant. Having modern
technology access will set
students, faculty, and staff

up for continued success. Your vote will
provide me the opportunity to remain
committed to the goal of investing in our
children’s future.”

Orange Board of Education
Ronnette Pompano James

>~ B.S. in Elementary
Education, SCSU
> M.S.in Reading, SCSU
> Certified Elementary
School Teacher/Read-
ing Specialist
> President of Peck
Place School PTO
from 2016-2021
“My husband and I
moved to Orange 16 years

ago, attracted by its close
knit community and top

notch school system. to educate.”

Iwanted our children to
receive the highest quality
public education possible.”

“In my years as a volun-
teer in our schools, I have
been impressed by the out-
standing education my sons
have received.”

“When elected, I will con-
tinue the work of building
on our tradition of excel-
lence on behalf of every
child we have the privilege

Orange Board of Education
Tatiana Messina Mullen

» B.A. Villanova
University

> J.D. New York
Law School

> Senior Assistant
State’s Attorney

» CT State Division
of Criminal Justice

- 15 years
> Tatiana grew up in

Orange and is a prod-
uct of the excellent
Orange school system. After con-
tinuing her education and starting
her own family, she moved back to
Orange, where she lives with her

husband and daughter.

“As both a candidate and
the mother of a child who
will be starting her journey
through the Orange Pub-
lic Schools, it is important
that we all work together to
make sure that all students
obtain the best possible ed-
ucational experience that
will benefit them through-
out the years.

“By working collaboratively, we can
foster a safe and welcoming school envi-
ronment so the children of our close knit
community feel comfortable.”

school-aged children in

both the Orange and Amity school sys-
tems, I have a personal interest in pre-
serving and enhancing the quality of our

Amity Board of Education
Christina Levere D’Addio

Assistant Director of
Public Affairs, SCSU
M.F.A. in Writing,

top-rated schools.
"I will bring 20 years of
experience in higher educa-

Vermont College tion to the position, as well
of Fine Arts as a desire to introduce rea-
B.S. in Journalism, sonable, appropriate solu-
Ithaca College tions to the ever-changing

Co-Correspond- landscape that is unique to

ing Secretary our community.”
Race Brook Elemen- “I also will strive to
tary School PTA

“As the parent of three

maintain

respectful,
thoughtful dialogue as we
address how best to main-
tain the reputation of Amity's school
district, one that is known for excellence
and innovation.”

Amity Board of Education
Iwill support traditional academic edu-

Amity Board of Education
Sean Hartshorn

Assistant Director of cation which is vital. Train-

Public Affairs, SCSU
M.F.A. in Writing,

ing in the trades is also an
important alternative that

Vermont College Twill support.

of Fine Arts “Programs that encour-
B.S. in Journalism, age a strong work ethic,
Ithaca College teach the joy and value of

Co-Correspond- hard work and the ability

ing Secretary to work with others is a key
Race Brook Elemen-
tary School PTA

"As a member of the

component of our students’
future success.”

“Iwill also encourage our
youth and their parents to
become involved in the community."

T

YOUR

VOTIE
MATTERS
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the shot or be excluded.” She also re-
peated the mantra several times that
it’s “for the greater good!” Now where

“Letters” From Page 5

2021 with an estimated 90,000+ vol-
unteers placing 244,700 wreaths on
headstones at Arlington National
Cemetery and many of Arlington’s

have I heard that slogan before? It is
a socialist idea and doctrine by those
who believe in the greater good and
memorials, including the Tomb of the feel compelled to impose their ideas
and standards on those who disagree
with them.

The collectivist mind-set is founda-

Unknowns. Simultaneous ceremonies

will be held throughout the day at over
1,400 veterans’ cemeteries, other cem-
eteries and war memorial sites in all tional to communism, fascism and so-
50 states, as well as over 20 foreign cialism. The common good before the
locations.

Thomas P. Hurley, Lt COL, CAP

individual good. I'm not buying what
they’re selling and neither should you
if you value your freedom to choose

Value Your Freedom
to Choose What’s Best
for Your Children

Several Orange and Woodbridge
residents met with State Sen. (D-14)
James Maroney and State Rep. (D-
114) Mary Welander and voiced their
concerns about the vaccine mandates
being forced upon us and our children
or face the prospect of being excluded
from work, sports, and school func-
tions and submit to weekly testing.
We reminded our good representatives
that in America there used to be free-
dom of choice and if the vaccines work
so well why do you care if others choose
not to and why is there such a push by
the Biden regime and His Excellency
Lamont and minion Mohammad, Or-
ange health director, to coerce every-
one into getting the shot or else!!

Well, Mary Welander schooled us
again that “we do have a choice, get

what’s best for you and your children.

Bonnie Pelaccia

Events Like the Orange
Country Fair Make
Our Town Special

I would like to congratulate the
Orange Country Fair Committee on
one of the most successful fairs ever.
This fair was fantastic. I would like to
thank everyone who helped organize
the weekend events, had a stand, or
volunteered their time. It is amazing
to see members of the community get
up at the crack of dawn to make pan-
cakes for their fellow townspeople. It

is amazing that there are volunteers

who spend the whole weekend running
the food tents and civic tents. Events
like the country fair are what make
our town so special. I am proud to be

an Orange Resident.
Santo Galatioto Jr.

www.OrangeTownNews.com

LL THE BUSH MAN

Residential & Commercial
Horticultural Services for over 30 years
Specializing in
Pruning & Shaping of Shrubbery,
Hedges & Ornamentals
New Shrubs & Flower Beds

Fully Insured

CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE

Hosted by the Orange Volunteer Fire Department
Auxiliary

ordable
Prices!

Saturday, December 4" and Sunday, December 5%
10 AM -4 PM
Treat Farm, 361 Old Tavern Road, Orange

(203) 981-3158 (203)710 7194

bilithebushman@gmail.com

GE T READY FOR FALL!

Start Your
Flower Beds!

| Garden Planning - Design
Installation

All kinds of Christmas goodies are available,
as well as hot chocolate and hot spiced cider.

All proceeds support the Orange Volunteer Fire
Department
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Our experienced service technicians are never on a sales
commission. Our delivery drivers will treat your property as if it were
their own. Our family takes pride in providing the best customer
service in our industry.

We are Tamaro QOil Corporation, and we’ve been serving Orange for
Four Generations. Call today to discover how our family can earn your
trust in business.

203-795-FUEL T%ZMAR AR O Tamaro0il.com
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America’s Choice in Home Care
Specializing in Live-in and 24 Hour Care!

Flexible Hourly Care Available

Meal Preparation Errands & Shopping
Light Housekeeping Respite Care for Families
Hygiene Assistance Personal Care

Woodbridge Newington
203-298-9700 860-372-4429

www.visitingangels.com

The 4s and 5s classes at OCNS enjoyed a beautiful
day at Buttermilk Lane Farm.

East River Energy

Your Energy Partner

MVA\ MEM FUELOILS

Installation | Supply | Service

PROPAN

Common Questions.
Complete Answers.

203-453-1200
eastriverenergy.com

License #307431
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Because it’s the first thing
people see on your face...

Come to Kennedy and Perkins
to look and see your best!

Renned{(Q) (Porkins

[ 4
O,
SUN GLASSES « CONTACT LENSES ‘OTIC\PS\ EYE EXAMS - FINE EYEWEAR

New Haven « Guilford « Old Saybrook
Branford « Hamden « Orange

Awarding-winning | ocations:
Physical Therapy Woodbridge

Pediatrics to Geriatrics. Branford
O Hamden

~ ' . Milford
203.693.2350 mlty amitypt.com

PHYSICAL THERAPY

135 Cherry St Milford
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Bencos Celebrate
60 Years Together

Robert and Jean Benco celebrated
their 60" wedding anniversary with
a renewal of their vows. Bobby Benco,
their grandson, officiated the ceremo-
ny on a beautiful Sunday afternoon
surrounded by family and friends.
They were married on June 17, 1961,
in Shelton and moved to Orange in
1971. They were set up on a blind date
as teenagers and have been together
ever since — spending time with fam-

ily, enjoying trips to the Cape and to
their second home in New Smyrna
Beach, Florida. They were blessed with
2 daughters, Debbie Benco and Donna
Benco Chervenak, son-in-law, John
Chervenak, and six grandchildren,
Bobby Benco, Carly Chervenak, Tom-
my Garcia, Michael Chervenak, Jessi-
ca Clemmenson, and Alex Chervenak.
They are proud to live in Orange for
over 50 years.
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TudinouRecognized as Top 1,000
Real Estate Agent Nationwide

Joe Valvano, president of Coldwell
Banker Realogy in Connecticut and
Westchester County, N.Y., is pleased to
announce that Orange resident Sharon
Tudino, a real estate agent affiliated
with the company’s Orange office, has
been recognized as a Top 1,000 real
estate agent nationally by Realogy
Brokerage Group for the 2™ quarter
of 2021. Realogy Brokerage Group is
the parent company of Coldwell Banker
Realty with more than 50,000 affil-
iated real estate salespersons in the
United States.

“Sharon’s achievement demon-
strates her commitment to providing
unparalleled service to both her buyers
and sellers. She is a valuable asset to
her clients,” said Valvano. “I am very
proud of Sharon and confident that she
will continue to achieve great success
in the coming months and years. Thank
you for your unwavering dedication
and hard work.”

With more than 20 years of expe-
rience, Tudino has been successfully
meeting the needs of homebuyers and
sellers in Greater New Haven and Fair-
field counties, including the towns of

Person Name

Orange, Woodbridge, Milford, Strat-
ford, Bethany, Hamden, Wallingford,
West Haven and all of Connecticut!

Tudino has also received the awards
for the Coldwell Banker Realty Inter-
national President’s Circle Award for
2020, the Quarterly Awards for the
Greater New Haven Middlesex Board
of Realtors this year and the CT Mag-
azine Five Star Realtor Award for the
past six years.

Sharon Tudino can be reached at
(203) 257-9601 or by email at sharon.
tudino@cbmoves.com.

Call Shelly to schedule your furnace tune up today!

Apple Oil Company ™2«ses

A Full Service Oil Company Providing Bio Fuel and Heating Oil Plus!

EC

b

Granby Ecogard

275 0il Tank

. DOUBLE BOTTOM TANK
25 YR. MANU. WARRANTY

OIL TANKS OVER 30 YEARS OLD SHOULD BE REPLACED!

4

e
¥ .

Serving You
is Our Core
Business

—

-,

; M WEIL-McLAIN

We Install and
- ||Service All Brands

Boilers
Furnaces
Hot Water Heaters
Oil Tanks

(203) 934-FUEL (3835)

APPLE Bob Gambard
www.APPLEOIL.com

Buy from your Local Neighbor

Sam Livieri - Woodbridge (Owner) « Tony Ferranti — Orange (GM)
Ken Crepeau - Milford (Service Mgr)
ella - Orange (Sales Mgr) call direct at 203-530-6439

Like us on:

S$1-0302987

HOD 374
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Scout Day at Lyme Rock Speedway

At the pack meeting scouts made custom paper airplanes

Wreaths, Poinsettias
and Pies!

It’s that time of year again and Pack
922 will be out looking for those of you
who would like a decorated wreath,
poinsettia and Oronoque Pies for the
Holidays. Starting the first week of
November we will be preselling Orono-
que pies, Poinsettias and Decorated
Wreaths so contact Jessica.Zamachaje
gmail.com for the ordering link. Be-
sides the presales we will be at High
Plains Community Center selling deco-
rated wreaths on November 20* from
10-3pm, this is also the date of pick up
for your presales. Also keep a lookout

for our scouting for food flyers. We
will be out in the neighborhoods in
the coming weeks to collect food for
the Orange Food Bank.

For the last month the Pack has
been busy at Lyme Rock Speedway,
Hiking at Southford Falls, launching
our trebuchet at the Pumpkin Chunkin
in Pennsylvania and hosting various
den and pack meetings. For informa-
tion on joining our pack, please email
our Cubmaster Brian Cleveland at
bcleveland@hotmail.com. See you on
November 20*.

Parents can weigh the risk/reward of dining out with unvaccinated

Dining Out with
Unvaccinated Children

Dining out safely and confidently
has long been a coveted component
of getting back to normal life after the
pandemic. In spring of 2021, mask
mandates were lifted in most areas and
it seemed like dining out and other ac-
tivities were returning. However, new
variants of the virus and breakthrough
infections have added to uncertainty
and raised some familiar questions
about the safety of dining out, par-
ticularly with unvaccinated children.

Though COVID-19 vaccines are now
available to people ages 12 and old-
er, children younger than 12 remain
ineligible for vaccination. As a result,
families may once again be wondering
how to navigate going out.

Epidemiologists and other public
health experts agree that there is no
such thing as zero risk when dining out.
Families must conduct their own risk
assessment before venturing out with
unvaccinated individuals. The follow-
ing tips can help parents assess that
risk so they can make the safest, most
informed decisions possible.

Check virus infection rates. Study
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention risk levels for areas where
you intend to dine out. This informa-
tion is free and can provide valuable
insight as to the safety of a given area.

Opt for outdoor seating. It's gen-
erally safer to dine outdoors than in-
doors. According to Saskia Popescu, an
infectious disease epidemiologist and
assistant professor at George Mason
University, when dining indoors peo-
ple are eating and drinking without
masks on. They don't know other peo-
ple's vaccine status and they are there

for prolonged periods of time, during

which virus particles could be circulat-
ing through the air. Virus particles are

dispersed outdoors more easily than

in a crowded interior space.

Dine at off-peak hours. If you must
eat indoors due to weather or other
circumstances, it may be better to dine
during off-peak hours when the restau-
rant is largely unoccupied. This reduces
the risk of contact with other people.

Consider restaurants that require
proof of vaccination status. A grow-
ing number of restaurants are not
only requiring their staff to be fully
vaccinated, but also their customers.
New York City mayor Bill DeBlasio
announced in late August 2021 that
visitors to gyms and indoor dining
establishments would have to be vac-
cinated beginning in September —
showing proof of at least one vaccine
dose. While requiring vaccinations is
a hot-button issue across the globe,
diners concerned about unvaccinat-
ed individuals should contact local
restaurants requiring vaccinations to
determine if ineligible persons can still
dine there. If so, those restaurants may
be safer bets than establishments with
no such requirements.

Wear masks as much as possible.
Have unvaccinated children wear
masks while walking through the
restaurant and other crowded areas.
They can pull down masks to eat and
then put them back on when they
finish eating.

Dining out with unvaccinated chil-
dren requires parents to carefully as-
sess risk and make decisions that keep
their children as safe as possible.
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Mary Shaw is the Right
Fit for Town Clerk

It has been both a privilege and a
pleasure to have published The Orange
Town News for the past 16 years. Dur-
ing that time, our community news-
paper has covered many municipal
elections, and while I have never felt
strongly enough to write a personal
letter of endorsement for a candidate, I
must make an exception for this year’s
election cycle.

I have had the pleasure of working
with Mary Shaw in her position as
Administrative Assistant to the First
Selectman for 8 years. I have found
Mary to be courteous, caring and most
importantly competent in all my deal-
ings with that office. In addition, Mary
has been of great help to me in organiz-
ing the Independence Day Concert and
Fireworks festival held each year on the
fairgrounds. She is one of the sincerest,
community minded individuals I have
dealt with in municipal government.

Mary has the proven skills, experi-
ence and personal attributes necessary
for the position she seeks. I cannot
think of a better fit for that position
than Mary Shaw. I am confident that
she, when elected, will continue to car-
ry out her duties with her usual grace,
and the same commitment that she
has brought to the many community
events she has been involved with.

Please consider Mary Shaw (6B)
on this year’s ballot for the office of
Town Clerk,

Sincerely,

Rocky Salperto
Publisher — Orange Town News

Connor Dean for
Fresh Leadership

Fiscal responsibility is one of the
most important roles a first selectman
must fulfill in running a municipal gov-
ernment. Many would argue that our
town, sporting an AAA bond rating, is
currently in a favorable fiscal position.
However, I would argue that the envi-
able rating comes at an unnecessary
price for Orange taxpayers who have
seen their tax bills increase over the
past decade.

To achieve a Triple A bond rating,
Moody’s, one of the leading bond credit
firms, looks for a municipal fund bal-
ance (known to most of us laypeople as
a “Rainy Day Fund”) to range between
12 to 15 percent. Yet, in the opening
comments of our town budget report
issued before this past May’s budget
referendum, it was projected that
Orange’s undesignated fund balance
would be 17 percent of the current
$76.114 million town budget. The first
selectman said it now stands a shade
over 18 percent. Others involved in
tracking town budgetary matters esti-
mate the fund balance could be nearly
20 percent.

What does that mean to us, the
average Orange taxpayer? It means

that we are being overtaxed and the
revenues from what seems to be-
coming almost annual tax increases
are largely being used to stockpile a
town fund balance that’s beyond the
required range.

It also means that many delayed
small projects throughout the town
that residents grouse about such as
a long-range plan for some neighbor-
hoods for improvements such as speed
bumps and sidewalks or just a new
layer of gravel at the widely utilized but
deteriorated High Plains Community
Center track go undone.

We need a first selectman who will
take a collaborative planning approach
with town residents to see that tax
dollars are expended correctly and with
an eye toward even a possible tax cutin
the near future. I urge you to vote for
Connor Dean for fresh leadership that
builds to a brighter future for Orange.
Stephen J. Winters

Town Needs Mark Moyher
for Tax Collector

I've known Orange Tax Collector
candidate, Mark Moyher for over 12
years. I met Mark through my neigh-
bor/his wife, Ilene. During Covid, I had
many opportunities to talk with Mark
at our daily neighborhood walks. He
always expressed an interest in what
others had to say and listened with
the intent of understanding. We had
some really great conversations. One
particular day he and I discussed the
finance industry. Since Mark works
in the finance sector, he talked about
the stock market and the economy
with ease and how Covid was affect-
ing companies in different ways. He
clearly gets it.

Mark demonstrates clear, thought-
ful ideas and has an extensive knowl-
edge of financial software systems and
back-office operations, which is just
what our town needs to move us into
the future. I support Mark Moyher for
Orange Tax Collector.

Thank you,

Sheila Millea

No Better Person for
Town Clerk Position
than Mary Shaw

It is with tremendous enthusiasm
that we offer our support to Mary
Shaw in her bid for the position of
Town Clerk of Orange. We have known
Mary for more than 30 years and rec-
ognize her as among our town’s most
caring and community minded indi-
viduals. We can think of no one better
to assume the role so long held by the
highly regarded and bipartisan sup-
ported Pat O’Sullivan.

Whether you know Mary from her
years of amazing service to Race Brook
School and the PTA, her ongoing con-
tributions to the Paugusset Club, her
dedicated administrative service at the
Orange Town Hall or the Orange Board

of Education, or as a giving neighbor or
friend, you know that Mary is an out-
standing human being. As Town Clerk,
we have no doubt that she will proudly

serve all Orange residents, with the

passion and commitment she brings

to everything she does.

Though Mary may not have worked
for the U.N., she has always worked
on behalf of so many of us right here
in Orange. We hope that you will join
us in supporting Mary Shaw, Jim Ze-
oli, and the entire Republican Party
this November.

Sincerely,

Nick and Nancy Bencivengo

Town Needs New
Set of Eyes

How long is too long? I always hear
about term limits. There should be
term limits. Maybe so. l am not writing
to debate this. The voter has the con-
trol. When someone has reached the
top of their field and there is nowhere
else to move up, how long before your
ideas and leadership become stale?

How long before views become my-
opic? How long does it take for a sense
of comfort to overtake a sense of ser-
vice and dedication? How many years
is a town leader in office before they
become so comfortable that they don’t
give their constituents the respect and
ear they deserve?

I believe we are seeing this in Or-
ange, right in front of our eyes. This
town needs fresh eyes to look at how
our town is run, find efficiencies
and progress.

Where are our tax dollars really go-
ing? Does our current First Selectman
really care about the average residents’
concerns, no matter how small? Or
does he dismiss them?

Connor Deane has already shown
he has the temperament to lead. The
way he addressed residents at the Fred
Wolfe Playground meeting was a clear
look into what the future of Orange
should be.

Please vote for Connor Deane for
First Selectman and the entire Dem-

ocratic team on November 2.
Gail R. Chotiner

O’Sullivan Endorses
Novicki for Town Clerk

After many years in public service
and 20 as your Town Clerk, I have de-
cided my next chapter is retirement
and spending more time with my wife
and family. I can’t thank all of you
enough for your support. Whereas I
won't be living in town anymore, my
heart will always be in Orange.

As I prepare to leave office, it gives
me great pleasure to endorse Marga-
ret Novicki as the next Town Clerk of
Orange. Margaret’s experience on the
Board of Selectmen as well as her ca-
reer at the United Nations for 20 years,
makes her the ideal candidate to carry
on the work of the Town Clerk. With

Margaret at the helm of this office, I
am confident the town would be in
good hands.

Thank you again for all your sup-
port and don’t forget to vote on No-
vember 2™,

Patrick O’Sullivan

Experience Matters

I am writing in regards to Connor
Deane running for the highest office
in the town. Can someone please tell
me what he has done for this town?
What boards has he served on? What
PTA meetings or school events has he
participated in? What food drives has
he helped with? What committees has
he volunteered for in town? Has he
helped out with the Carnival or Fair?
Ok so he has a business...ok great but
so do many citizens of Orange. His is
in Fairfield? What covid things has he
helped Orange to improve on? Did he
participate in vaccination day signing
people up in town or making phone
calls? I mean, when I look at a candi-
date, I think to myself...ok this per-
son has done alot or participated in a
lot...something...anything???? Connor
Deane has done absolutely nothing.
While I appreciate the thought of him
thinking he is running for office he may
want to participate in some town com-
mittees or perhaps volunteer before he
assumes a leadership role running for
Selectman of Orange. It’s so easy to
sit back and think you can judge what
others have done especially when you
have zero experience in doing anything
in this town. We have an amazing town
with great things including our Triple
A rating; our schools, and the many
diverse groups of people that move
to Orange. Let’s keep it that way and
not destroy it by voting for someone
who has zero experience.
Chantelle Bunnell

Jim Zeoli Has Served
Our Town Well

I am trying to understand the crit-
icism of our current town administra-
tion by Connor Deanne.

Deanne repeatedly states that tax-
es have gone up 10% since Jim Zeoli
has been in office. That’s 10% over 16
years, or .06% average per year. No-
body, myself included likes to pay taxes
but a .06% per year average increase,
we could be doing a lot worse. Where
would he cut, schools, senior services,
employee benefits? We seem to be do-
ing ok for those taxes we pay with ex-
cellent schools and town services. The
value of my house has gone up quite
nicely, partly because people want to
live here, send their kids to our schools,
and enjoy our community.

Deane also complains about “lo-
cal priorities going unaddressed” but
never tells us what those local prior-
ities are. I was just out enjoying the

See “Election Letters” On Page 19
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day with many others and happened
to notice the new tennis/pickle ball
courts at High Plains. Renovations to
the Community Center and pool were
completed. There is new work going on
at Fred Wolfe Park. It seems to me a
lot has been done.

It’s in our best interest to re-elect
Jim Zeoli.
Liz Nucifora

Zeoli Doesn't Make
False Promises

“Read my lips, no new taxes” or in
this case no tax increases.

Unrealistic promises made by aspir-
ing politicians are now being heard in
Orange from the Democratic candidate
for First Selectman. His plan: Spend
down our rainy day fund to address
town issues and projects while not
raising taxes.

You have to be living under a rock
not to see the impact that the sudden

rise in inflation is having everywhere,

including Orange. I filled up at the gas
station and paid $3.46 a gal. This time
last year it was around $2.00 gal. The
price of home heating oil has nearly
doubled from a year ago. The price for
most everything has gone up.

So don’t tell me that you will be
able to properly support our schools
and town services, continue work on
improving infrastructure and other

“town issues” without raising taxes. Is
this his inexperience showing or just
a new politician saying anything to
get elected?

I support Jim Zeoli for many rea-
sons but one important reason is that
he is straight with us. He doesn’t prom-
ise that taxes won’t increase even if
he takes a political hit for it. Maybe
taxes won’t have to be increased, but
Jim won’t make that promise just to
get elected.

Jim and his Board of Finance have
done a great job keeping our taxes
as low as they can. Jim and his team
have my vote.

Debbie Esposito

The Link Between Volunteering
And Academic Performance

There are many reasons for parents
to encourage children who express an
interest in volunteering. Volunteer-
ing is a social activity that can help
children develop their social and
networking skills, and many parents
credit volunteering with instilling a
sense of perspective in their children
that they might not have gained had
they not been exposed to people from
different backgrounds. Volunteering
also has been linked to stronger aca-
demic performance. The Corporation
for National and Community Service
reports that students who indicate
they’re doing better in school are more
likely to be volunteers than students
who report doing less well. The broad-
ened exposure to people and places
that students may otherwise not en-
counter without volunteering also can
benefit them in the classroom, helping

them more readily identify with cul-
tures and societies they’re studying.
College applicants with volunteering
experience also may set themselves
apart in the increasingly competitive
application process. Though a 2019
Pew Research study reported that
most schools admit more than two-
thirds of their applicants, that figure
is significantly lower at many of the
more highly rated institutions in the
United States. For example, Stanford
University (4.3 percent) and Harvard
University (4.9 percent) recently re-
ported acceptance rates below 5 per-
cent. Though volunteering alone won’t
help applicants gain acceptance to such
competitive institutions, it can serve
as a strong résumé builder and be even
more effective if it also produces the
previously noted improvements in ac-
ademic performance.

Tuesday, November 2
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WILEY ETTER DOYON ATTORNEYS

Named to the 2021 CT Super
Lawyers and Rising Stars Lists

We are pleased to announce that our partners, Attorney Allison
DePaola Drozd (left), Attorney Nicole Camporale (center), and
Attorney Trevor Doyon (right), have been selected to the 2021
Connecticut Super Lawyers and Rising Stars lists.

Attorney Allison DePaola Drozd was named to the Super Lawyers
list for her work in Estate Planning and Probate. Allison has pre-
viously been named to the Super Lawyers Rising Stars list from
2015-2018.

Attorney Nicole Camporeale was named to the Super Lawyers Ris-
ing Stars list for her work in Elder Law. This is the 5th year that
Nicole has been named to theSuper Lawyers Rising Stars list since
her first recognition in 2017.

Attorney Trevor Doyon was named to the Super Lawyers Rising
Stars list for his work in Plaintiff’s Civil Litigation. This is the 5th
year that Trevor has been named to theSuper Lawyers Rising Stars
list since his first recognition in 2017.

Super Lawyers is an exclusive list, recognizing no more than 5% of
attorneys in Connecticut. Super Lawyers Rising Stars is also exclu-
sive, recognizing no more than 2.5% of attorneys in Connecticut.

Super Lawyers, part of Thomson Reuters, is a research-driven,
peer-influenced rating service of outstanding lawyers who have at-
tained a high degree of peer recognition and professional achieve-
ment. Attorneys are selected from more than 70 practice areas and
all firm sizes, assuring a credible and relevant annual list. The an-
nual selections are made using a patented multiphase process that
includes: peer nomination; independent research by Super Law-
yers; evaluations from a highly credentialed panel of attorneys.

The objective of Super Lawyers is to create a credible, comprehen-
sive, and diverse listing of exceptional attorneys to be used as a
resource for both referring attorneys and consumers seeking legal
counsel. The Super Lawyers lists are published nationwide in Super
Lawyers Magazines and in leading city and regional magazines and
newspapers across the country, as well as the Connecticut Super
Lawyers Digital Magazine. Please join us in congratulating Trevor,
Nicole, and Allison on their selections.

Attorney Steven Floman and Attorney Allison DePaola Drozd are responsible for this
advertisement. This advertisement has been prepared for general informational purposes only
and is not intended to constitute legal advice or to create an attorney client relationship. Readers
should not act upon the information contained in this article without seeking advice from an
attorney regarding the specific facts and circumstances of your case.

WILEYETTER)DOYON

Protecting what’s important to you
Estate Planning | Estate Administration/Probate
Medicaid Planning | Special Needs Planning

Questions? Call us to set up a no-charge, no-pressure meeting.

P.O. Drawer 966 | 378 Boston Post Road | Orange, CT 06477
P: (203) 795-1211 « F: (203) 795-1215

97 Washington Avenue, Suite 2 | North Haven, CT 06473
Phone: (203) 446-4725 | Fax: (203) 889-0193

www.wileylegal.com « Lori@wileylegal.com

and Winter Activities

By KYLE BRANDAY, MSPT, CDN

When the falling snowflakes tell
you to grab a shovel, consider how easy
it is to make the wrong moves and
hurt yourself. Snow shoveling requires
upper body strength and endurance.
Warm up to any yard work by exercis-
ing your primary muscles that include
biceps, deltoids, rotator cuff, forearm
and parascapular muscles. Do it before
and after shoveling.

Simple exercises like arm circles,
pendulums, forearm and upper trap
stretching will help loosen these
muscle groups. Proper posture while
shoveling is a must. Stay upright, head
up, shoulders back and don’t hunch
forward. Good postural habits will pre-
vent rotator cuff impingement, strain
on neck and upper back and puts the
upper body in position for the greatest
mechanical advantage to create force
and leverage. You'll also use less energy.

Once you've got that snow shove-
led off the porch, now comes the real
trial: moving the heavy snow from the
driveway or walkway. The body’s trunk
and core are being tested, requiring
the lumbar spine and hips to generate
force to move piles of snow. The strain
is on your obliques, glutes, and hip ro-
tators along with the lumbar extensor
muscles. What that means is there’s a
lot of muscle groups interacting to get
that snow off the ground.

Never bend from the waist when
shoveling. It is vital to squat and bend
your knees with each shovel of snow
you pick up. Keep a flat back while
you lift. This takes the stress off the
lower lumbar spine eliminating the
possibility of strains and sprains or
worse injuries such as herniated discs
and sciatica. Helpful, also, are warm
up and cool down exercises such as
hamstring, knee to chest, and trunk
rotation stretches.

Winterize your body. For you anx-
ious snowbirds with skis already racked
up on the roof, prepare yourself with
proper exercise. Knees, hamstrings,
calves, back, shoulders, biceps and tri-
ceps all come into play on the slopes.
Many of the exercises used in prepa-
ration for yard work, apply to winter
sports. Trunk rotation stretches, ham-
string stretches, light weight workouts
with dumbbells for biceps, triceps and
deltoids are important in preventing
serious injury. Squats with light bar-
bells for your quads, hamstrings, and

Kyle Branday, MSPT, CDN

glutes strengthen these important
stress absorbing muscles.

The spine and lower back also take
a heavy shock, absorbing a beating
during both skiing and snowboarding.
Prepare yourself with warm-up knee
to chest exercises, trunk rotations and
quad and hamstrings stretches.

The physical torque on the hips is
another skier’s stress moment. Wheth-
er you're maneuvering moguls or into
competitive downhill events, hips can
take a beating in twists and turns.
One of the most overlooked muscle
groups which play a dramatic role
in performance is your hip rotators.
The same potential injuries pertain to
snowboarders who perform more like
gymnasts than skiers. Torso twists, hip
movement, high impact landing all
combine to test even a professional’s
performance. So, warm up on the car-
pet, floor, or exercise pad before you
take on the powder. Proper exercise
techniques, either at home or with
a professional physical therapist or
trainer, can keep you fit and in action
throughout the winter.

physical therapist and partner at Amity
Physical Therapy, founded seventeen
years ago by Michel Dow MSPT and
CEQ/Director. The practice has offices
in Woodbridge, Hamden, Branford
and Milford. Branday is a graduate of
Quinnipiac University with his Masters in
Physical Therapy. He works with patients
of all ages and ability levels, treating high
level athletes with fractures and sprains
to gait and balance dysfunction in the
elderly. He can be reached at 203-389-
4593, or visit www.amitypt.com.
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“Debates” From Page 1

under his leadership. He was proud
of the innovative financing that was
proposed for the project — with the
town bonding for $8.6 million, and
then being paid back over 40 years.
“This is the first time that the town
bought open space and is being paid
back forit,” he said. He also announced
that there was some movement on
contract specifics, and that the town
is moving closer to an agreement. [The
Board of Selectmen has since met in
executive session to receive proposed
terms of the agreement, according to
Town Attorney Vince Marino.]

Deane meanwhile said he had voted
against the Country Club purchase. “If
we are footing the bill - we voted to
bond for $.8.6 million — what are we
getting for it? Open space,” he said. “I
am not sure we see enough return on
our investment.”

One question that was put to the
candidates was in regards to the pot
of money that is expected to flow to
Orange from the American Recovery
Plan Act (ARPA). Orange received just
over $2 million last June and stands
to receive the same amount in 2022.
How would they use it?

Deane said he would make sure the
public health department is funded
adequately, to make sure that the town
is ready to provide for the residents

through the pandemic. Even if the
number of infections seems to decline,

“we’re not there yet,” Deane said. “And

we need to be ready for the next thing,”
he added.

He also mentioned the repeated
flooding issues residents experienced
in the area of Old Country Road and
Coachman’s Lane. He was touched by
the testimony of one young woman
at the September Board of Selectmen
meeting, who spoke of carrying her
infant son through the flood waters
to get to her car, but the flood was
too high. Even the fire truck could not
get to her street, Deane said. “I would
consider that a public health emer-
gency,” he said. “I want to investigate
and figure out how we can help these
residents,” he said.

Zeoli agreed that the flooding de-
serves mitigation, if possible, and has
since instructed the town engineer to
hire a professional engineering firm to
work out a plan to remedy the flood-
ing. He said the town had a number of
Covid-related expenses, including vac-
cination clinics and testing; expenses
to prepare the schools for in-person
learning; possibly booster shots going
forward. In an ironic twist of fate, the
Orange Visiting Nurses Association
has experienced a significant budget
shortfall, as many of their services
had to be curtailed due to Covid re-
strictions.

Deane, who owns an acting and
coaching studio in Fairfield, pointed
out how the Board of Selectmen in
that town discussed different potential
projects of how the federal ARPA funds
should be spent. The issue had him
circling back to the need for consistent
communication from Town Hall.

Similarly, he brought up the lack of
a Master Plan for the Fred Wolfe Park
development, saying residents should
be informed about what is planned. “I
feel we are haphazardly putting things
together,” he said.

Zeoli pushed back on that point,
saying there was a Master Plan, but it
was poorly done, as it failed to take into
account extensive wetlands in the area
where the park was to be accessible
to Peck Lane. He said the playground
committee is working on its plan, and
the Park and Rec Committee has been
involved as well, all in public meetings.

It was the question of mask wearing
that got the strongest reactions from
the audience. The question posed to
the candidates was “what is your po-
sition on masks in schools for both
students and teachers in the Orange
school system, given the current met-
rics in New Haven County?”

Zeoli said most of the staff has been
vaccinated; “I feel if you are working
in close proximity with other people

— especially children under 12 who are
not vaccinated — remember that.” As

for the children, they cannot wear a
mask all the time, he said. “They are
like little heat engines.”

Deane took a different tack. “Do
[masks] help slow the spread? Yes!” he
asked, while some “nos” could be heard
from the audience. He said the admin-
istration and the health department
did an admirable job and kept the kids
in school even during the pandem-
ic. “Kids not being in the classroom is
so detrimental,” he added. “If we get
worked up about masks, maybe we
should have a debate just about that,”
he said. “This is my belief, based on
science, and I stand by that.”

At the October 14 debate, which
included some questions from the au-
dience, Deane was asked about hislack
of municipal experience.

“I'm a business owner,” he said. I
balance my budget every year. I have
leadership skills and strong ties to the
community. You're right, I don’t have
municipal experience, and that’s a valid
question, but I don’t think it’s disqual-
ifying for me to want to be involved
in the town.

“My leadership skills as a business
owner and my understanding of the
town make me more than qualified
to be running for this office,” he said.
If elected, he would delegate more re-
sponsibility to the staff at the Academy
and “give the Town of Orange my full
and undivided attention.”

3 Ways To Get Involved
In Local Politics

Towns and cities often benefit great-
ly from residents' desire to give back
to their communities. Some residents
may donate to their favorite charities,
while others may coach youth sports
teams. Involving oneself in local pol-
itics is another way individuals can
strengthen their communities.

Politicians may be the faces of local
politics, but volunteers are often the
engines that make political operations
run smoothly. The following are three
simple ways people with a passion for
politics can get involved in their local
governments.

1. Volunteer with a campaign. Lo-
cal politicians may be your neighbor,
your children's youth sports coach
or a friend you've known since child-
hood. All political campaigns rely on
the efforts of volunteers to get their
messages out, and that's especially
so in local elections. Local candidates
likely don't have the financial war chest
that's available to statewide or national
politicians. As a result, local politicians
often must stretch every dollar, and
that becomes easier with each addi-
tional volunteer who joins their staff.
If there's a candidate you feel strongly
about, don't hesitate to volunteer with
his or her campaign.

2. Work with a nonprofit organiza-
tion. Many nonprofit organizations are
involved with local politics. Some may
support a candidate who's supported
their missions, while others' missions
may be rooted in politics. For exam-
ple, alocal nonprofit may be centered
around getting more young people to
vote. Individuals who don't want to
get involved in the partisan side of
local politics can still lend a hand by
working with nonprofit organizations
that are not affiliated with a party or
candidate.

3. Work with local election boards.
Local election boards rely on volun-
teers come Election Day. Such volun-
teers work in polling stations, which
typically open in early morning and
may remain so until 7 p.m. or 8 p.m.
The more volunteers who can pitch in
on Election Day, the more smoothly
voting can go. That may translate to
shorter lines and a more enjoyable
voting experience for local residents.
Local governments also may need vol-
unteers throughout the year to work
during city council meetings.

Individuals need not run for office
to get involved in local politics, which
provides a great way for residents to
give back to their communities.

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.

Try Positivity When Addressing
Pets’ Behavioral Issues

What can pet owners do when their
pets exhibit unwanted behaviors, such
as damaging furniture or jumping up
on people? The first instinct may be to
yell or punish the pet by being cross
with him or her. However, many ani-
mal behaviorists believe that positive
reinforcement training is the most
effective way to address pets' behav-
ioral issues.

Positive reinforcement training,
according to The Humane Society of
the United States, utilizes rewards for
desired behaviors. The reward, whether
it is a treat, praise, toys, or anything
the pet finds rewarding, will eventually
get the pet to repeat the behavior that
earned him or her that reward. Rather
than punishing a bad behavior, pet
owners who utilize positive reinforce-
ment reward good behaviors.

Positive reinforcement also is
known as operant conditioning. Itisa
similar concept studied by famed Rus-
sian physiologist Ivan Pavlov. When
the dinner bell rang, Pavlov's dogs sal-
ivated. The American Kennel Club says
that was classical conditioning because
the dogs salivated involuntarily. How-
ever, operant training conditioning
is when dogs learn to associate their
behavior with certain results, all the
while learning there are good and bad

outcomes. The goal is to increase be-
haviors with pleasant consequences,
such as receiving a reward. Experts
say that by focusing on the positive,
pet owners will see fewer side effects
than negative punishment training,
such as aggression, fear, anxiety, and
avoidance.

Timing is the key to positive rein-
forcement training. The reward must
occur immediately after the desired
behavior or the pet may not associate
it with the proper action. So if the dog
sits, then the reward has to come as
soon as it gets on the floor. If the re-
ward comes when he has stood back up,
then the pooch may think the reward
is for standing.

When practicing positive rein-
forcement, keep commands short and
training sessions brief so that dogs can
understand before they get restless.
Dogs don't understand sentences, says
HSUS, and they will lose interest if ses-
sions are too long. Consistency also is
essential. Each person interacting with
the pet should use the same commands
and cues to achieve the desired result,
which is a well-behaved pet.

It may take time for a pet to accli-
mate to commands and training. But
with patience, positive reinforcement
can be effective.
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Kristallnacht Commemoration
Honors Archhishop Damaskinos

All are invited to a community-wide
Kristallnacht Commemoration to be
held 9 a.m. — 11 a.m. on Sunday, No-
vember 14" via “Z0O0OM.” This year’s
Commemoration, presented by Con-
gregation Or Shalom in Orange in
partnership with the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater New Haven, and with
support by the American Society for
Yad Vashem, will honor the heroism
of Archbishop Damaskinos of Athens.
The program is free of charge. Kindly
register for the ZOOM link at www.
jewishnewhaven.org/kristallnacht.

What was Kristallnacht? The
horrific event known as Kristallnacht,
which took place on November 9 and
10t%, 1938, is regarded by historians
as the prelude to the Holocaust. In
the course of 48 hours, mobs ram-
paged across Nazi Germany, Austria,
and German-occupied Czechoslova-
kia, murdering and maiming Jews.
During those two days, hundreds
of synagogues were destroyed and
thousands of Jewish-owned busi-
nesses were plundered. The violence
of those days would be infamously
called “The Nights of Broken Glass” -
“Kristallnacht”- referring to the shat-
tered windowpanes that littered the
streets in the aftermath of the night-
mare. Tragically, in the face of all this,
the world was largely silent; almost
no countries reached out to the Jews
living under Nazism. “That widespread
inaction in the face of evil,” according
to Rabbi Wainhaus of Congregation
Or Shalom, “is all the more reason to
highlight the moral courage shown
by a few. At our community’s Kris-
tallnacht Commemoration, we focus
on the unsung heroes whose life-sav-
ing acts were beacons that defied the
darkness of the Holocaust.”

Archbishop Damaskinos of Ath-
ens: Our annual gathering takes place
during the 80" anniversary year of
Nazi Germany’s occupation of Greece.
After Greece fell to the Nazis, Arch-
bishop Damaskinos, spiritual leader
of Athens and all of Greece, worked
hard to protect Greek citizens from the
German authorities, and comforted

(@;lge Town I&:\is)

those awaiting execution for resisting

Nazism. When the Nazi regime began

deporting and killing Greek Jews in

1943, Damaskinos openly protested.
He published public letters denouncing

the Nazis’ actions, writing, “the Greek

people must be willing to vouch for
their Jewish brothers and sisters with-
out hesitation.” When the Nazi author-
ities threatened him with execution by
firing squad, Archbishop Damaskinos

responded defiantly, “According to

the traditions of the Greek Orthodox

Church, our leaders are hanged, not

shot; respect our traditions!

Notably, the churches under Arch-
bishop Damaskinos’ authority were
ordered to issue Christian baptismal
certificates to Jews, and he advised
priests to do their best to hide those to
whom they could not issue certificates.
In addition, the Archbishop convinced
Athens’ Chief of Police to issue a false
identification card to any Jew who
asked for one.

The Special Commemoration on
Sunday, November 14" at 9 a.m. on
Zoom: The event will begin with the
lighting of a yellow Holocaust Memo-
rial candle and brief remarks on the
significance of Kristallnacht by Rabbi
Alvin Wainhaus. His Eminence Arch-
bishop Elpidophoros of America will
offer a prayer, followed by comments
from Father Peter Orfanakos of St.
Barbara Greek Orthodox Church in
Orange, CT. A United States Senate
Citation will be presented by Sen. Rich-
ard Blumenthal to the family of Arch-
bishop Damaskinos. Comments by Dr.
Marlene W. Yahalom, Director of Edu-
cation of the American Society for Yad
Vashem and by Lea Micha of the Inter-
national School for Holocaust Studies
at Yad Vashem, Jerusalem, will follow.
Holocaust survivors who were rescued,
directly or indirectly, by Archbishop
Damaskinos will share their unique
perspectives as well. Finally, a Q&A
session led by Judy Alperin, CEO of
the Jewish Federation of Greater New
Haven will take place. The program is
free of charge. Kindly register at www.
jewishnewhaven.org/kristallnacht.
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ATTENTION CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES,
AND HOUSES OF WORSHIP!

Send us your organizations events listings and items of interest.
We will publish them for free.

Orange Town News — P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477
edit@orangetownnews.com

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.
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Congregation Or
Shalom Happenings

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors - Staying
Connected While We Keep Our Distance

To register for a Zoom event, please
see the event information below.

Join Us For
Weekly Services
Morning Minyan
> Sunday 9:00 AM - Zoomed
> Monday 8:30 AM - Zoomed
> Thursday 8:30 AM - Zoomed

Shabbat Services
> Friday 7:30 PM - Zoomed
& in person
> Saturday 9:30 AM - Zoomed &
in person
(Please call the synagogue office at
203-799-2341 for more information).

Virtual Learning
This Month:
ZOOM & LEARN!
15% Annual Kristallnacht
Commemoration
November 14 @ 9am~- 11am on Zoom
ALL WELCOME! Please join us for
our 15* Annual Community-Wide
Kristallnacht Commemoration. This
year, we will honor the heroism of
Archbishop Damaskinos of Greece,
who openly defied the Nazi regime
by ordering the churches under his
authority to distribute baptismal certif-
icates to Jews, thus saving thousands
from certain death. For his courageous,
life-saving deeds, Archbishop Dam-
askinos was named “Righteous Among
the Nations” by Israel’s Yad Vashem
Holocaust Remembrance Center. You
can register online at jewishnewhav-
en.org/RSVP.

The Rabbi’s Wednesday
Morning “Coffee
&.. Learn” Class
IN-PERSON & VIA ZOOM
Will begin on December 1, 11am-Noon
TOPIC: THE BIBLE'S TOP TEN
MOST IMPORTANT VERSES

In this course, Rabbi Wainhaus will
explore Judaism's most important ide-
ological contributions to human civili-
zation. The course is based on the idea
that the essence of the Bible’s message
can be discovered in 10 key verses. All
Welcome! Current masking and social
distancing will be in place if you attend
in person. Email coshalom@sbcglobal.
net or call the synagogue office at 203-
799-2341 to receive the ZOOM link.

Congregation

Or Shalom

Congregation Or Shalom

JOIN A NEW BOOK
GROUPIN 2021!
Thursday November 18 at 7:00 pm
The Night She Disappeared
Led by Rachel Ranis

“Absorbing, delightful, hilarious,
breathtaking and the best and most
relevant novel I've read in what feels
like forever." —Taffy Brodesser-Akner,
The New York Times Book Review

Corbin College, not quite upstate
New York, winter 1959-1960: Ruben
Blum, a Jewish historian—but not an
historian of the Jews—is co-opted
onto a hiring committee to review the
application of an exiled Israeli scholar
specializing in the Spanish Inquisition.
When Benzion Netanyahu shows up
for an interview, family unexpectedly
in tow, Blum plays the reluctant host
to guests who proceed to lay waste to
his American complacencies. Mixing
fiction with nonfiction, the campus
novel with the lecture, The Netanyahus
is a wildly inventive, genre-bending
comedy of blending, identity, and pol-
itics that finds Joshua Cohen at the
height of his powers.

To receive the link to register in ad-
vance for the Book Discussion, please
email the synagogue at coshalom@sb-
cglobal.net.

Social Action
MITZVAH OF THE MONTH
Our monthly mitzvah for Novem-
ber is collecting non-perishable food
items. Some suggestions: dried black
beans, rice, Canola or olive oil, garlic,
potatoes, sweet potatoes, onions, pas-
ta, whole grains, oatmeal, low sodium
soup or broth. You can drop of these
items off at the Synagogue.

Congregation Or Shalom is located at
205 Old Grassy Hill Road in Orange. For
more information call 203.799.2341 or

visit www.orshalomect.org.

www.OrangeTownNews.com
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Congregation B'nai Jacob Adult
Ed Book Group Discussion

Join us Saturday, November 6
at 12:30 pm for our next Congre-
gation B’nai Jacob Adult Education
Book Group Discussion led by author
Roya Hakakian.

At a time when America seems more

divided than ever, Roya Hakakian, a
naturalized immigrant shares her
American experience, and tells oth-
ers what it took to fall in love with
America, despite its flaws. This is a
stirring, witty, and poignant glimpse
into the bewildering American immi-
grant experience from someone who
has lived it. Her tenderly perceptive
and surprisingly humorous account
invites us to see ourselves as we ap-
pear to others, making it possible for
us to rediscover our many American
gifts through the perspective of the
outsider. In shattering myths and em-
bracing painful contradictions that are
unique to this place, “A Beginner's Guide
to America” is Hakakian’s candid love
letter to America.
“A Beginner’s Guide to America’ is a
striking and beautiful work; both a
genuinely practical primer for new-
comers to America, and a deeply per-
sonal account of Arrival—an event
that underlies nearly every American
life. Roya Hakakian provides a timely,
entertaining, historically rich remind-
er of the hope and opportunity this
country has offered to so many, for
solong, and the rewards it has reaped
in return.”—Jennifer Egan, author,
Manhattan Beach.

For more information contact Con-
gregation B'nai Jacob at 203-389-2111

“A Beginner’s Guide to America:

For the Immigrant and the
Curious” by Roya Hakakian

or info@bnaijacob.org; BnaiJacob.org.

Writer and journalist, Roya Hakakian,
works in film and print. Her opinions
and essays appear in the New York
Times and NPR’s weekend Edition, and
the Washington Post among others. Her
poetry in Persian has been included in
many anthologies, including the PEN
anthology of contemporary Iranian
literature. She is the recipient of a
Guggenheim Fellowship in nonfiction and
a founding member of Iran Human Rights
Documentation Center. Her most recent
book, A Beginner’s Guide to America for
the Immigrant and the Curious, was The
Wall Street Journal’s best books of March
2021. Born and raised in a Jewish family
in Tehran, Roya came to the United States
in May 1985 on political asylum.

Join the Archbishop
for All Souls Mass

Please Join Archbishop Blair for a
Memorial Mass offered for our dearly
Departed loved ones on All Souls Day,
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 at 10:00
AM in the Mausoleum located at All
Saints Cemetery in North Haven at
700 Middletown Avenue.

For info, contact our Outreach Co-
ordinator, Barbara Gode at (203) 780-
8418 or email her at bgode@ccacem.org.
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Display ads start at only $110 per issue.
Call 203-298-4399 to place your ad!
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Congregation Beth El
- Keser Israel Events

Ethan Tucker Saturday

On Saturday, October 30 at 1 pm,
Rabbi Ethan Tucker will speak in the
BEKI sanctuary
as part of the
Elm City Kallah.
Known for his
ability to tran-
scend the affil-
iation bounda-
ries of Judaism,
Rabbi Tucker is
President and
Rosh Yeshiva at Hadar, an observant
egalitarian yeshiva. He will speak

about “Navigating Relationships in
a World of Difference.” The event is
free of charge. Reservations are not
required, but masks are.

Book and Gift Fair

The BEKI lobby will become a
pre-Hanukkah shopping fair on Sunday,
November 21 from 10:00 am to 12:30
pm. A wide array of books for adults
and children will be available as well as
jewelry, toys, games, ritual items, and
novelty items from the gift shop. “Our
gift shop has more Jewish children's
books than any other bookstore in CT,
and the most interesting and afforda-
ble Judaica around,” says Karen Kassap,
one of the shop’s managers.

Mark Oppenheimer
On Sunday, November 21 at 11:00

am, Mark Oppenheimer will speak
about his lat-
est book,
Squirrel Hill:
The Tree of
Life Syna-
gogue Shoot-
ing and the

Soul of a

Neighbor-
hood. Rather
than focusing

on the shooting itself, his book instead
explores the struggles and triumphs
of the Squirrel Hill neighborhood. Op-
penheimer is the author of five books,
the director of the Yale Journalism
Initiative, and a host of the podcast
Unorthodox. Autographed copies of
books by BEKI authors like Oppen-
heimer will be available for pur-
chase that day.

Kosher Pareve Pies

The youth group is baking its annu-
al Kosher Pareve apple and pumpkin
pies. If you are interested in purchasing
Thanksgiving pies, orders are due by
Friday, November 5.

Proceeds benefit the group’s tzeda-
kah projects. Call 203.389.2108 x114
for details.

Thanksgivukkah

Hanukkah arrives on Thanksgiving
weekend this year, specifically Sunday
evening, November 28. The commu-
nity is welcome to join the lighting of
the Hanukkah menorah in the BEKI
lobby every evening (except Shabbat)
at 5:30 pm.

Hanukkah Parties

A Hanukkah celebration for chil-
dren will be held on December 1 and
for pre-teens and teens on December
5. For more information, email Youth
and Family Programming Director
Annie Norman-Schiff at anorman-
schiffebeki.org.

Contemporary
Antisemitism

On Wednesday, November 3 at
7:30 pm, the Zoom Schmooze will
feature Profes-
sor Corinne
Blackmer, a pro-
fessor of English
and Judaic Stud-
ies at Southern
Connecticut
State University,

to discuss her
new book, Poi-
soning the Wells: Antisemitism in
Contemporary America. To request
the Zoom link, email office@beki.org.

Christian Kabbalists

The Schmooze on Wednesday, No-
vember 10 at 7:30 pm is about Chris-
tian Kabba-
lists of 17t
Century Eu-
rope, present-
ed by Max
DuBoff, a PhD
student in
Classics and
Philosophy at

Yale Universi-
ty. To request
the Zoom link, email office@beki.org.

Exhibit Extended

Because of popular demand, BEKTI’s
Ancestors exhibit has been extend-
ed until November 28. Visitors have
found that the accompanying text
for every image—written by the do-
nor of the image--makes every photo
come alive with emotion and draws
the viewer into that time and place.
The galleries are open to the public by
appointment; email office@beki.org or
call 203.389.2108 x114.

Located at 85 Harrison Street (corner
of Whalley Avenue - Route 63 - in
Westville)
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FUNERAL HOME

Crer @ Century of Cang

SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1888 « TRADITIONAL FUNERAL
CREMATION SERVICES ¢ PRE-NEED BURIAL TRUST

133 :

1888—2021 Dignily and Conpasiion
aresca & Sons Funeral Home, established in 1888 by
Alfonso Maresca, has been privileged to provide its

services to thousands of families over the past 133 years.

The Maresca Family tradition of dignified and compassionate

funeral service has continued over four generations, currently
under the direction of great-grandson Neil R. Rapuano.

The Governor’s mansion, conveniently located in beautiful
Historic Wooster Square, with its large wing and modern
covered entrance, provides a warmly decorated and furnished
facility. Ample and attended off street parking is provided for the

comfort and safety of all visitors.

The Home, with its spacious chapels and on-site selection

areas, remains a tribute to the philosophy of unexcelled service

Complete
handicap
accessibility

sustained by Maresca & Sons for the past 133 years.

592 Chapel Street, New Haven, CT 06511
203-624-3411

www.marescafuneralhome.com
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ATTENTION ORANGE RESIDENTS!

Have an Upcoming Birth Announcement,
Anniversary, Engagement or Wedding?

Send it to us with a photo and we will publish it FREE.

Orange Town News, P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477
Email: edit@orangetownnews.com

In this age of corporate-owned funeral homes, we
are a family owned and operated establishment,
proudly serving our community since 1965.

We provide a level of dignity, respect, personal care and
attention to detail that is second-to-none. In your time

of need, allow us to honor your loved one — not because
this is our business, but because this is our way of life.

junem[ Directors:

Celia Pinzi, Michael Dion & James Stricker

Pre—Arrangements & Pre—Financing Available

662 Savin Avenue, West Haven - (203) 934-7921
Email: office@westhavenfuneral.com - www.westhavenfuneral.com

Joan E. Carney Somers

Joan Elizabeth Carney Somers died
ather Orange home under Hospice care
on October 2, 2021, at the age of 92.
Joan was born on November 11, 1928,
in New Haven, Connecticut, to Joseph
Carney and Grace (Rennison) Carney.
She was raised in Orange and gradu-
ated from Commercial High School.

In 1946, she married Harris Davis,
with whom she had five sons, one of
whom died in infancy. After they di-
vorced, she raised her four surviving
children as a single mom. She found
work as a night switchboard operator
at the Southern New England Tele-
phone Company, gradually working
her way up to be a Graphic Illustrator,
thanks to an artistic talent that she
also used, in concert with her humor-
ous rhymed poems, to entertain her
children, friends, and co-workers. Of
particular note among her art projects
was the life-sized cardboard Santa she
painted for her boys, which, to their
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delight, survived many Christmases.

In 1971, she married Henry L.
Somers Jr., with whom she shared
nearly fifty years of her life, camping
in Connecticut’s parks and boating
the lakes. Together they bought and
renovated the Carney family home
in Orange, where Joan had spent her
youth. Here, they hosted weekly gath-
erings with family members.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, Joseph Carney and Grace
(Rennison) Carney; her sons, Keith
Davis, James Davis, Wayne Davis,
and Stephen Davis; her stepson Ran-
dy Somers; her sister-in-law, Patricia
(Mingley) Carney; and her brother-in-
law, Thomas Burns. She is survived by
her husband, Henry L Somers, Jr.; her
sister, Marilyn (Carney) Burns; her
brothers, David Carney and Joseph
Carney and Joseph’s wife, Diane Botel-
er; her son Jon Davis and his wife, Tere-
sa White; her stepson Jeffrey Somers;
her grandchildren Andrew Davis and
Grayce (Davis) Zayas and Grayce’s hus-
band Mike Zayas; her step-grandchil-
dren Gregory White, Matthew White,
and Briana White and Briana’s hus-
band Evan Ripley; her great-grand-
daughter Maxine Zayas; the mothers
of her grandchildren, Terry (Layton)
Davis and Sarah (Yonkman) Davis; as
well as an extended family of nieces
and nephews, in-laws, friends, and
neighbors.

At Joan’s request there will be no
viewing or funeral. For those who
wish to honor her memory, the family
asks that you donate to The Connect-
icut Hospice at https://www.hospice.
com/donate/.

Ay

DEATH NOTICES

The Orange Town News will publish Death Notices
for Orange families free of charge as a service to our

readers. Family members please email notice (limit

250 words, please) to: edit@orangetownnews.com
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SUSAN N(NAN

Justice of the Peace

Weddings, Vow Renewals & Civil Union Ceremonies

66 Derby Avenue, (RT 34) Orange, CT 06477
Cell: 203.376.8941 Office: 203.397.1616

snoonan66@optonline.net

Senior Homecare By Angels. You Calt, We Haut, SAME DAY!

Specializing in Live-In and 24-Hour Care

Up to 24 Hour Care e Hygiene Assistance ® Meal Preparation
Light Housekeeping ® Errands/Shopping e Respite Care for Families
Rewarding Companionship

©

ﬁmenca 's Choice in Homecare.
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LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES

203-298-91700

www.visitingangels.com/woodbridge

Oran

U TAMAROQILCOM 203'795'FUEL(383S)

The flcademy Museum
fintique Shop

Open Saturdays 10-3
www.OrangeHistory.org
605 Orange Center Rd.
203-795-3106

N
Orange Historical Society

Orange Town News
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Orange’s Exclusive Newspaper

Mailed Free To Every Home & Business in Orange

YOUR AD HERE

Call Today: 203-298-4399

NOAH EISENHANDLER
Justice of the Peace
Statewide Services
Telephone: (203) 467-0717  Facsimile: (203) 467-0559
attyeisenhandler@sbcglobal.net
Your Wedding Your Way

DONALD F. OLIVER

HOME IMPROVEMENT, LLC

SPECIALIZING IN
VINYL SIDING * ROOFING * WINDOWS » ADDITIONS

Four Generations of Experience

175 Surrey Drive * Orange, CT 06477
203-7195-4404

LICENSE #573494 FULLY INSURED

J.M. Kriz

DESIGN - PRINT - WEB

JMKRIZ.COM

Medicare
Health Plans

- Contact Ben Klein at
Tzedakah House, LLC

B LUNAR DRIVL

WOODBRIDGE, CT 06525

T: 203-38B7-2266

E: BELEIN@TZEDAKAH-HOUSE COM

JUANE s SRS

H =\ Sharon Hine
J A< Landscapes, i

CTHIC 0639623

Landscape Services & Perennial Gardens

Design & Installation - Property Maintenance

Clean-ups * Mulch - Lawns -+ Trees + Shrubs - Fences + Stone Work
NOFA/Organic Land Care - Free Consultation - Insured - References
-

. \
203.668.6315 . tharonhineiandacapes.com |

Pat Cardozo
Your HouseSOLD Name !

203-824-2177

ﬁ
REAL ESTATE AGENT
Pat Cardozo

COLDWELL
BANKER

270 Amity Road,
Woodbridge, (T 06525

John Altieri BudgetPntg@Gmail.com (203)668-8613

NG

BUDGET
PAINTING

EST. 2005

Professional | Reliable | Affordable

Business Cards Ads As Little As $30 Per Issue

2 Issues for $80 or 5 Issues for $150 « Reach Every Home and Business in Orange!
Send Your Card &Payment to: Orange Town News, P.O. Box 1126 Orange, CT 06477 or pay online at www.OrangeTownNews.com

Characteristics of Effective Mentors

There are many ways for people
to give back to their communities.
Some people may volunteer with a
local nonprofit organization, while
others may donate to a favorite chari-
ty. Established professionals who want
to lend a hand can consider becom-
ing a mentor.

Mentors play invaluable roles in
the lives of millions of young people
across the globe. The most successful
mentors tend to have certain charac-
teristics that lend themselves to this
significant yet rewarding challenge.

Enthusiasm: Enthusiasm is es-
sential when mentoring young people.
Young people will quickly realize if a
mentor is enthusiastic or simply going
through the motions. In the latter

instance, mentors can quickly alienate
the people they’re trying to help if
they appear disinterested or give the
impression that they’re there because
they have to be and not because they
want to be. No one has to become a
mentor, so professionals who lack the
enthusiasm necessary to be a success-
ful mentor can look for other ways to
lend a hand.

Listening skills: Though it’s not
uncommon for mentors to give advice,
it’s also imperative that mentors learn
to listen to the people they’re trying
to help. The American Speech-Lan-
guage-Hearing Association notes that
a willingness to serve as a sounding
board is one of the many character-
istics displayed by excellent mentors.

Though mentors can share their own
perspective, it’s important that they
also listen to what their mentees
have to say.
Availability/accessibility: A
successful mentor has enough time
to make the mentor-mentee rela-
tionship worthwhile for both parties.
Professionals with especially hectic
schedules may not be as available
or accessible as they need to be to
become successful mentors. Profes-
sionals who are flexible and able to
routinely meet with their mentees
can utilize that accessibility to build
strong relationships.
Nonjudgmental: The AHSA notes
that an ability to listen without judg-
ing is also a characteristic of an excel-

lent mentor. Mentees may be reluctant
to open up if they think their mentor
is judging, and that reluctance could
make it difficult for the relationship
to be successful.

Diversity of experience: Success-
ful mentors tend to have a diversity
of experiences or a recognition of the
value of such diversity. A diversity of
experience increases the likelihood
that mentors can relate to whatever
situations their mentees are in. That
can be a useful attribute that men-
tors use to build strong bonds with
their mentees.

Mentoring is a great way to give
back. Though no two mentors are the
same, successful mentors often share
the same qualities.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! TELL THEM YOU SAW THEIR AD IN THE ORANGE TOWN NEWS.
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Fall Fun at Holly
Hill Childcare

The children were all smiles while
mixing and mingling with all of the
visiting hand-made scarecrow friends

on the lawn of Holly Hill Childcare.

Each one of our classrooms designed

their own “child scarecrow” for all to
see...some riding in a wagon, while
others rode tricycles. Drive slowly by
our center at 308 Peck Lane and take
a look for yourself!

x

Check in on Facebook at
our store and receive 10%
OFF your next shipment!

The UPS Store 5292
554 BOSTON POST RD
ORANGE, CT 06477
In the Trader Joe’s Plaza
(203) 799-0433
store5292@theupsstore.com

Mailboxes
Printing
Packaging
UPS, USPS, DHL
Notary
Shredding
Passport Photos
Office Supplies
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Volunteering is a great way for peo-
ple to give back to their communities.
Many people give back out of a desire to
help others, but those same individuals
may acknowledge that volunteering
benefits volunteers most of all.

Various studies examining the ben-
efits of volunteering on volunteers
have been conducted in recent years.
Seniors and retirees who volunteer
often cite the sense of purpose that
giving back provides. But it's not just
adults who benefit from volunteering.
In fact, a report from the Institute of
Agriculture and Natural Resources at
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Extension noted that volunteerism
promotes positive citizenship among
youth, contributes to youths' identi-
ty development and increases their
self-esteem. The authors of the report
also note that volunteering helps youth
develop empathy for others.

Parents who want their children to
reap the rewards of volunteering can
try various strategies to help young-
sters find an opportunity tolend a hand.

Utilize the internet. The internet
is a great resource for aspiring volun-
teers. VolunteerMatch.org partners
with more than 130,000 nonprofit
organizations to help them find the
volunteers they rely on to meet their
missions. Volunteering opportunities
listed on VolunteerMatch are broken
into categories such as Animals, Arts
& Culture and even Children & Youth,

How To Help Kids Find Suitahle
\olunteering Opportunities

making this an ideal place for aspiring

do-gooders to start their volunteer-
ing journey.

Speak with school officials. A child's
school is another great place to discover
volunteering organizations. Extracur-
ricular activities like school-sponsored
clubs may organize volunteering ex-
cursions throughout the school year.
Educators, including school principals,
teachers and guidance counselors, also
can help parents find the right volun-
teering opportunities for their children.

Speak with local church officials.
Like schools, local churches often
sponsor youth-based volunteering
activities. Many churches encourage
all youths to join in their efforts, in-
cluding those who are not members
of their congregations.

Speak with children. Parents can en-
courage youngsters to offer their input
in regard to volunteering. Some young-
sters may already have strong ideas
on the types of volunteering activities
that interest them. For example, avid
surfers and nature enthusiasts may
want to volunteer with their local parks
system to help keep beaches and parks
clean. The more enthusiastic children
are about a volunteering opportunity,
the more likely they are to stick with
it for the long haul.

Volunteering benefits young people
in myriad ways, especially when kids
find an opportunity they can be pas-
sionate about.

We Provide Reliable
Homecare Assistance

Home Health Aides « CNAs « Companions « Homemakers « And More
W

7%4/@

Cenvaniens

203-777-1234

Serving Woodbridge, Orange, Milford

and Greater New Haven

CALL US FOR FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
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What Was 1t

market for surplus produce was near at
hand. Fruit in great variety was abun-
dant. Fine stock was everywhere seen.

In a few short months, Orange
will be celebrating its 200" anniver-
sary, the bicentennial. Although the
Orange Historical Society’s research
center holds the key to the past, in-
formation about 1822 appears to be
lost to us except in
the form of The Old
Red House written
by Henry Woodruff,
the great grand-
son of its builder,
Mathew Woodruff.
In his manuscript,
he spins tales of
thelife in the house
as memories and
oral history ran
through his mind.

Members of the
Woodruff family were among the first
settlers of Salem, Massachusetts and
Farmington, Connecticut before some
came to the Milford colony in 1650.
As with other stories I have written,
you may remember that that colony
was established in 1639 so by 1650,
folks were moving north and by 1822
the Woodruff clan acquired a sizeable
amount of land in the newly formed
Town of Orange.

The house stood on the hill at the
corner of Lambert Road and Old Tav-
ern Road, facing west, a most impos-
ing of homes, larger than life until its
demise, by fire, in 1883. From Hen-
ry’s description in his written history,
the farm excelled more than any other
in the town with a barn that was de-
scribed as “gigantic with associated
necessaries around it, including a mas-
sive, two-story cider mill.

An oil painting of the home is on
display at the Academy, having been
acquired by me at an auction from the
home of West Haven’s town historian,
Harriet North. She had shown it to me
on several occasions and by happen-
stance, [ was at her auction and it came
up for bid about 11:30 at night. Having
been at the auction from its opening,
I was about to “nod” off when I heard,
Lambert Road.” I immediately raised
my bid card and we now have what

«

might be the only view of the barn
from the artist’s memory. From the
description in the story, the home was
built for comfort but also for entertain-
ment as two large rooms, saw plenty
of laughter and enjoyment. Below is
an excerpt of that time.

“Those were comparatively primi-
tive days. Railroads, and telegraphs
and telephones and the thousand and
one modern inventions and appliances
were then unknown. The country was
in its youth. Great cities had not yet
arisen. The “Great West” was an unde-
veloped factor. The lands were carefully
cultivated and highly productive and a

Early Old Tavern Road
running east to west

Houses and barns were filled with all
manner of good things. The country
was settled with a prolific, happy and
prosperous peo-
ple — social, frank,
hospitable.

“The mania for
travel had not
then become a dis-
integrating power.
Contentment was
the rule and social
enjoyment a cardi-
nal principle of life.
During the winter
months, the so-
cial gatherings, to
which we have referred*, attained the
zenith of their popularity. The great
size of the “apartment” in the “Old
Red House” and the social standings
of the occupants, continued to render
it a grand rallying place. Their circle of
friends and acquaintances was very ex-
tensive. From New Haven and Milford,
from Derby and Woodbridge, from
Bethany and Oxford, from far and near,
the belles and beauxs assembled and
in social converse in dancing, feast-
ing, spend the swift winged hours. The
wintry air is keen and crisp and the
moonlight dances o’er
the fields of glittering
snow. The sleighing is
fine and the fleet of
trotters gliding over
the well beaten road
and prancing to the
inspiring music of the
tinkling bells, fills the
night air with sweet
melody. On these
festive occasions,
by special favor, the
children’s time for
retiring was set at a
later hour than usual,
that they may enjoy
some of the festivi-
ties of the evening.”

Thus, we now
know that in 1822,
our citizens were
not the conserva-
tive stereotypes of
the later colonials
but up and coming,
thriving to step into
the next decade.
Henry continues,

“To the ladies is as-
signed the North
Chamber as a re-
tiring and dressing room and to the
gentlemen, the South Chamber. What
an august personage™* to us young-
sters, was the fiddler on such occasions.

Never shall we forget that wonderful
instrument or that thrilling music.”

Unlike the greater number of the
houses of that early period which had
along rear roof™** sloping nearly to the
ground, it was an equal height both
front and rear, thus
securing greater
internal space giv-
ing it that upright,
commanding ap-
pearance. It must
have been a beau-
tiful home.

Daily chores
were performed
as we have read,
in our youth and
Henry refers to the
amount of labor as
marvelous. Not only did three meals
have to be made each day for her 6
children, but the hired help as well.
John Woodruff, the father whose fam-
ily we see here, died at the age of 38
in 1835 while his wife Betsy carried
on until her death in 1881. There was
washing and the scrubbing of floors
and then the ironing. No polyester
in those days, folks. What’s amazing
is that Betsy used her hands in all of
these chores giving evidence of her
strength and ability to keep a house-
hold, the magnitude of which was quite
rare at that time.

Lest I leave you to ponder these

chores, let’slook into her kitchen win-
dow and see what else she has gotten
into. Oh, I see over at the work table

Horse and wagon on early
Old Tavern Road
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alarge wooden bucket, long and sleek
with a stick in the middle...that’s the
butter churn and at the sink is a large,
cloth bag, draining...that’s the cheese!
The kitchen or keeping room is filled
with the smell of baking bread but
where is the oven?
On the back of the
large fireplace is
the oven and hang-
ing in the main por-
tion of the fireplace
are large kettles,
simmering with
what appears to
be stew and soup.

The pantry on
the north side of
the house was the
“ice box.” No, not
really but being the coldest part of
the house, perishables could be stored
there for a short period of time while
cooking other items. The cellar was the
best place to keep things cold. Pans and
kettles were washed, scoured, scalded
and sunned. Yes sunned. No E.coli here.
Butter was made in great quantities
as milk and the resulting cream were
available daily. The butter for the ta-
ble was adorned with a design using a
wooden stamp which John had made
for decoration. The excess butter was
brought to market and if other women
were to do the same, theirs was marked
as well with the stamp. We have two
butter stamps at the Bryan-Andrew
House on display.

Betsy’s butter was un-matched and
readily purchased by the first families
of New Haven. The process of making
cheese was much more complicated
and that takes up one page of the Old
Red House book so I will avoid repeat-
ing it here. Autumn brought the Festi-
val of all festivals, Thanksgiving and it
was then that the family, far and wide
gathered at the homestead.

Betsy’s fare for this feast was noth-
ing less than extravagant with roast
beef, roast turkey, roast goose, roast
pig, mashed potatoes, mashed turnips,
stuffing, gravy, cranberry, bread, pick-
les and to top it all off, the puddings
and pie, pumpkin, mince and custard,
rice, and Indian pudding. Fruit and
nuts polished off the feast...I would
say a Tums or two would work here,
don’t you think? The Old Red House
is available for sale at the Academy,
Saturdays from 10-3.

*Henry wrote earlier about the
festivities

**dignified

***The Bryan- Andrew house had at
one time a sloping roof mentioned here
which being on the north side would have
been the coldest part of the house and
thus the pantry. It was, at some time in
its history removed.
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