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430 Barton Drive, Orange

www.WDSELLS.com  

Sprawling 4BR, eat-in kitchen with granite; all updated.

RealEstate

Our signs are everywhere!

New Haven • Milford 
Woodbridge • Branford 

NEW PRICE

An Independent, Owned and Operated Franchisee of Real Living Real Estate, LLC

NEW LISTING

Regina Sauer  203-494-3421
q

Ross Cotjanle  203-401-1993

Young Lee  203-499-8259

We speak your language! Hablamos tu idioma 我們說你的語⾔ My govorim na vashem yazyke!
(Chinese) (Russian)

(Hindi)

ham aapakee bhaasha bolate hain!

Karen Bogdanoff 203-605-9275

Claire Sullivan  203-605-1943

List your home Happy , Healthy and Prosperous New Year!

Ross Cotjanle  203-401-1993

Rachel Anastasio  203-980-3283

 Jepson Island (Thimble), Branford

*SOLD BY Greg Robbins 203-464-0125

Is the 
water
calling
 you?

 
Then 

call us!

Heading to the water? Call us!

20 Seaview Avenue, Milford

*SOLD BY Frank D’Ostilio 203-641-7072

7A Harbour Village, Branford

LISTED BY Buddy DeGennaro  203-710-2548

15 Salt Meadow Lane #15, Branford

*SOLD BY Claire Sullivan  203-605-1943

188 Point Beach Rd, Milford

LISTED BY Rose Coppola  203-214-5955

16 Seabreeze Avenue #A, Milford
*SOLD BY Regina Sauer  203-494-3421

 16 Westmoor Rd., Milford

LISTED BY Frank D’Ostilio 203-641-7072

920 Ocean Ave., #E1, West Haven

*SOLD BY Regina Sauer 203-464-3421

Candidates In 114th Vow 
Advocacy For Local Communities

By Bettina Thiel 
Orange Town News Correspondent

Residents of the 114th House dis-
trict this fall have a choice to fill the 
seat long held by Republican Themis 
Klarides, who is stepping aside after 20 
years in the House, rising through the 
ranks to the position of minority lead-
er. Vying to replace her are Republican 
Dan DeBarba, a healthcare executive, 
and Democrat Mary Welander, both 
Orange residents. The district encom-
passes Orange, Woodbridge, and Derby.

“I want to make sure our communi-
ty has an advocate on the state level,” 
Welander said in a phone conversation. 

“I want to work in partnership with the 
state, so that our town will get the 
funding we need.”

For DeBarba, the ultimate goal is 
to make sure the state is attractive 
enough for people to want to stay 
because they see job- and business 
opportunities, especially for young 
families like his children’s. “Regard-

less of how we got here we can’t come 
back [from the pandemic] in a bubble,” 
he said, adding that the state needs 
to be competitive in order to thrive. 

“We need to make sure the economy is 
growing,” he said. Like most Republi-
can candidates, he advocates for lower 
taxes, less wasteful spending and less 
burdensome regulations, although the 
latter does not include environmental 
regulation, which he supports.

For instance, he proposes to rein-
state tax credits for research and de-
velopment; he supports tax credits for 
manufacturers who offer apprentice-
ships. Growth should be the overriding 
goal. “The state needs to set a target 
growth,” he said, and “then we need to 
determine what changes would have 
to be made to reach that target.” For 
example, given the pandemic, the state 
should consider deferring implemen-
tation of the minimum wage raises, 

Mary Welander Mike SouthworthDan DeBarba James Maroney

See “State Rep” On Page 9

Maroney Touts His 
Voting Record

SOUTHWORTH SAYS MARONEY HAS “TURNED 
HIS BACK ON LOCAL POLICE OFFICERS”

By Bettina Thiel 
Orange Town News Correspondent.

With a substantial voting record 
to point to, state Senator James Ma-
roney, D-14, is seeking a second term 
representing the 14th Senate District 
in Hartford. The district consists of 
Milford and Orange and parts of West 
Haven and southern Woodbridge.

One issue that his opponent, Re-
publican Mike Southworth, has been 
calling him out for is his support for 
the Police Accountability Act. “Senator 
James Maroney turned his back on our 
local police officers,“ reads one mailer 
Southworth sent out recently.

But Maroney disputes that notion. 
“Everyone agrees on 85% of the provi-
sions of that bill,” he said. People for 
the most part support the funding 
included in the act, including $4 mil-
lion for body cameras for many police 

departments, including West Haven, 
Southworth’s hometown. Providing 
more training in de-escalation and bias 
is generally accepted, as is the ban of 
chokeholds, Maroney said.

The act makes it a crime for officers 
not to intervene if they see someone 
commit a crime. What police depart-
ments objected to was changes to qual-
ified immunity that protects police 
from lawsuits. Critics maintain that 
the act opens the door to frivolous law-
suits and exposes the municipalities to 
unnecessary legal expenses.

In a phone conversation with this 
reporter, Maroney explained his sup-
port for the bill, saying the law sets a 
high bar by requiring courts to prove 

“willful,” “wanton” and “malicious” acts 

See “State Senator” On Page 9
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SIMPLE AND RELIABLE.
CT HOD. 142

203-795-FUEL

Our experienced service technicians are never on a sales 
commission. Our delivery drivers will treat your property as if it were 
their own. Our family takes pride in providing the best customer 
service in our industry.

We are Tamaro Oil Corporation, and we’ve been serving Orange for 
Four Generations. Call today to discover how our family can earn your 
trust in business.

TamaroOil.com
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A Whole Lotta Heart

330 Amity Road • Woodbridge
(203) 350-3260 • TheLindenAtWoodbridge.com

You can’t fight Mother Nature. 
But you can retire to a cozy place 

and tell her where to go.
Okay Mother Nature, here’s the deal: no matter what you throw at us, it will always be comfy and 

cozy at The Linden at Woodbridge. And our residents don’t have to clean up after you either.

Call (203) 350-3260 to schedule your complimentary lunch and tour. Sign by the last day 
of the month, and receive a two-year rent lock on any apartment you choose! 

(New residents only.)

SPONGE BROTHERSSPONGE BROTHERS
CAR WASHCAR WASH
LUBE | DETAIL

Open 7 Days: Mon-Sat 8am-6pm · Sun 9am-5pm

79 Boston Post Road, Orange 
203-891-8910

WWW.SPONGEBROTHERS.COM

√ BRAKES √ BATTERIES  
√ TIRES √ SUSPENSION  

√ EXHAUST √ TUNE-UPS
√ ROUTINE MAINTENANCE

√ CHECK ENGINE LIGHT
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Leadership • Compassion • Results

VOTE
Dan DeBarba

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
ENDORSED REPUBLICAN AND INDEPENDENT PARTY CANDIDATE

rdTUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3

www.DeBarbaForStateRep.com

• Former President of Norwalk Hospital and Danbury Hospital
• Chief Financial Officer of a large New York based multi-hospital system
• Certified Public Accountant
• Small Business Owner
• Former Medic in the Connecticut National Guard

Dan has the experience to lead and the passion to serve!

Paid for by DeBarba for State Rep. Treasurer, Judy Szewczyck. Approved by Dan DeBarba.

Endorsed by
 Themis Klarides

Last Chance: Join The “Fire 
Truck $50K Challenge”

Jim Leahy, project chairman of 
the Fire Truck $50K Challenge & 
Vice-Chairman of the Orange Board 
of Finance, sat down with Orange Vol-
unteer Fire Department (OVFD) Lead-
ers Charlie Sherwood & Bert Gallant 
to get their thoughts on the Orange 
Community, what the Fire Truck $50K 
Challenge project means to them, and 
why they serve on the OVFD. Here are 
their thoughts.

The Orange Community
Charlie Sherwood: It comes down to 

our slogan ‘Neighbors helping Neigh-
bors.” It’s a mindset. We are fortunate. 
In our Town, we do not act like people 
living within a geographic boundary. 
We DO things for each other & we 
feel for each other. It’s been a Town 
tradition, built on the history of peo-
ple like Frank Knight, Chris Winkle, 
John Capacelatro, Ken Mitchell. And 
many others. They cared for their com-
munity. They volunteered their time. 
And the culture took hold. It became 
institutionalized into the Community.

Volunteering is an enriching expe-
rience in Life. People volunteer their 
time in this community on things that 
they are passionate about. OVFD is a 
good example of Volunteerism in Or-

ange. Yet like “Stars in the Sky” – there 
are many places people can volunteer: 
Schools, Church work, reading books 
to children, spending time with a per-
son with a disability. What I think 
separates the OVFD is being on call.

Bert Gallant: When People call on 
us, it’s for a safety need. And it’s 24-7-
365. People ask me all the time, “what 
are your hours?” I tell them “We are 

on call. All day. Every day. 365 days 
a Year.” It’s amazing the number of 
people in Town who don’t know that 
we are 100% volunteer.

Charlie Sherwood: The OVFD Way: 
Giving back to the community. Com-
paring the costs to the benefits, the 
OVFD is the most cost-effective or-
ganization/department in the Town.

“Fire Truck $50k Challenge” Project: 

Special Moment/What It Means To Me
Charlie Sherwood: Overall, this 

project meant income. We at the OVFD 
needed it, given not only the Carnival 
being cancelled but the cancellation 
of 4-5 of our major fundraising events 
due to COVID. The Financial support 
provided in the $50K Challenge is an 
example of the Community providing 
a service back to the OVFD. A little 
role reversal. In that way, the $50K 
Challenge is itself a 2020 example of 

“Neighbors Helping Neighbors”
Bert Gallant: I was going through 

the checks submitted & I came across 
this $10 check. And I had this feeling, 
a 6th sense. I thought to myself “This 
person – that $10 check -- means a 
very lot to that person.”

So many people contributed, all 
various sizes of contributions. All 
these people coming together to sup-
port the OVFD. All – each one of them 

-- wanted to be part of the effort. Or 
people would not have sent a check in.

So that $10 check meant some-
thing very special to that person. And 
as I looked at that check, it felt very 
real and that $10 check meant as 
much to me as the very big ones did.

OVFD Leaders:  Charlie Sherwood, Deputy Fire Chief 
(50+ years) & Bert Gallant, Treasurer (40+ years).

See “$50K Challenge” On Page 23
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www.OrangeTownNews.com

FROM OUR READERSFROM OUR READERS

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.

OTN LETTERS POLICY
Submit your letters for our "From Our Readers" section to:

Orange Town News, P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477
or email: letters@orangetownnews.com.

Please limit letters to 500 words and include a daytime phone number 
in case we have any questions. Letters must be exclusive to the Orange 

Town News for publication. We reserve the right to reject any letter.

174 CHERRY STREET · MILFORD, CT 06460
PHONE 203-876-0445 · FAX 203-874-7498

mpaolinicpa.com

PERSONAL AND BUSINESS TAX RETURNS
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

IRS AND STATE REPRESENTATION
TAX PLANNING

BUSINESS FEASIBILITY STUDIES
NON-PROFIT EXEMPTIONS

MICHAEL J. PAOLINI, CPA

Respect Your 
Neighbors’ Property

Every election season, we have 
issues with signs being destroyed or 
stolen. This year seems particularly 
excessive. Destroying, degrading or 
stealing of signs or personal property 
is punishable by law. Neither party 
condones nor encourages this behavior 
and, we believe, many of the culprits 
are just out to do mischievous.

As chairs of the respective main 
parties in the Town of Orange, we are 
asking everyone to respect their neigh-
bors’ property and right to display po-
litical signs for the candidates they 
support. If you see anyone defacing 
or vandalizing signs, please call the 
local police and check your security 
cameras for any tape, so these people 
can be apprehended.

In the end, we are all neighbors 
who live together, whose kids go to 
school and engage in extra-curricular 
activities together. Let’s all get along.

Thank you,
Jody Dietch, chair Orange Democratic 
Town Committee
Pio Imperati, chair, Orange Republican 
Town Committee

Fire Chief Dumas 
Extends Gratitude

In the spring of 2020, the admin-
istration of the Orange Volunteer Fire 
Association was faced with an especial-
ly important and difficult decision to 
cancel the annual carnival. Each year 
the carnival generates about 1/3 of our 
annual budget, cancelling the carnival 
was a must for the safety of the public 
and our members but it brought about 
another crisis, funding.

In early June, Jim Leahy of the Or-
ange Board of Finance reached out to 
me to discuss an idea they had to help 
address the financial predicament that 

the Orange Volunteer Fire Association 
was facing. In the initial meeting, it 
was conveyed that they are represent-
ing a committee of people who want-
ed to help us conquer our impending 
financial crisis. Together we worked 
and came up with the idea of the “Fire 
Truck 50K Challenge”. This slogan was 
used to coin the effort to help the fire 
department make a payment on the 
loan we have for a recently purchased 
fire truck (Quint 32). I am delighted 
to report that the success of this ef-
fort not only generated the $50,000 
to make the fire truck loan payment, 
but to cover some of the costs we incur 
annually for mandated inspection of 
our apparatus, firefighting, and rescue 
equipment.

It is important to talk about the 
unexpected bonus because of this col-
laborative effort. Through the mar-
keting process to solicit support, the 
residents and the business commu-
nity in the Town of Orange learned 
about our organization and the val-
uable contributions we make to the 
Town. Professional relationships were 
strengthened, and new relationships 
were developed both professionally 
and personally. This accomplishment 
is all because a committee of elected 
community members saw a problem 
and proactively tackled it.

On behalf of the men and women 
of the Orange Volunteer Fire Associ-
ation, I extend our gratitude to the 
many residents and businesses who 
contributed to our venture and espe-
cially to Jim Leahy, Rick Roberts, and 
the members of the Board of Finance 
for their commitment to the success 
of this endeavor.

Sincerely,
Vaughan Dumas
Fire Chief, Orange Volunteer Fire 
Department

www.OrangeTownNews.com
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EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Attention Teachers!
We want to know what’s going on in your classroom!
Let us know about any fun activities or holiday projects. 

You can also send us your pictures. 
(Parental consent required)

Orange  Town News
P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477 • edit@OrangeTownNews.com

More Orange Students 
Attending School In-Person

By Melissa Nicefaro 
Orange Town News Correspondent

After eight weeks of Orange ele-
mentary school children being back 
in school full-time, the number of 
remote learners is dropping. At the 
end of September, 10.4% of students 
were learning remotely and at the 
end of October, 8.9% of students 
were remote.

“We want to continue this success 
because we believe teaching and learn-
ing happens best when students, spe-
cifically at the elementary level, attend 
school in person,” Superintendent 
Vince Scarpetti said at the Board of 
Education’s recent monthly meeting. 

“Many health officials have stated that 
the safest place for our students is in 
our schools,” he says.

The district’s focus on facilities 
continues to be of top priority, as is 
providing a safe environment for stu-
dents and staff. “Recently you may 
have heard terms such as ‘COVID fa-
tigue’ or ‘complacency’ through the 
recent rise in COVID cases. Even at our 
recent emergency management meet-
ing, concerns of complacency were 
discussed and we have had to address 
many situations on a weekly basis,” he 
explains. “We all want things back to 
normal, but we can’t do it too quickly.”

Reminders about mitigating risk 
have been sent to families, urging 
them to practice the same safety 
measures at home that are practiced 
in school, especially when it comes to 
large gatherings. “We hope to continue 
the rest of the year in-person and we 
welcome our remote learners back at 
any time,” Scarpetti says. However, 

with a rising number of positive virus 
cases, the district is preparing for a 
shift to distance learning, should it 
be necessary.

The district, working with Orange 
Health Director Amir Mohammad, has 
developed a trial run during the week 
of Thanksgiving and possibly a few 
days into the next week, where there 
would be a combination of hybrid and 
remote learning. Parents will be no-
tified in early November about any 
potential change.

“This would give our students the 
practice to bring their computers back 
and forth and it would give our teach-
ers a trial run to teach hybrid and also 
remote,” Scarpetti says. “We don’t wait 
to do a fire drill until there’s a fire or 
a crisis drill until there’s a situation, 
we practice and prepare.”

He is also discussing with Moham-
mad his concerns about families con-
gregating in large gatherings over the 
Thanksgiving weekend and the impact 
that may have on the school system 
should students return after Thanks-
giving. “I don’t want to be complacent 
or comfortable,” Scarpetti says. “We 
want to address manners slowly, but 
steadily and that has had an impact on 
what the typical school day looks like 
this year.” This has forced everyone 
to be creative and flexible in their ap-
proach. For example, schools celebrat-
ed Halloween quite differently from 
the traditional celebratory parades 
and classroom parties with a reverse 
parade. Students lined up and parents 
drove by the students in their cars. “A 
very creative and a nice event for our 
students,” Scarpetti says.

Graduations
Stonehill College

Easton, MA - Members of the Class 
of 2020 joined together for a virtual 
Commencement ceremony this past 
August, including: Collin Kuchachik and 
Mary Farace of Orange. Initially sched-

uled for Sunday, May 17 with a tradi-
tional in-person format but knocked off 
course by COVID-19, Stonehill’s 69th 
Commencement finally took place on 
Saturday, August 8 making history as 
the College’s first virtual Commence-
ment and the first ever held in August.

STUDENT NEWSSTUDENT NEWS

JOHN J. CARANGELO

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Legal 
Experience 
You CAn 

Count On

• • Wrongful Wrongful Death ActionsDeath Actions

• • Estate PlanningEstate Planning

• • Residential Real Estate ClosingsResidential Real Estate Closings

• • Divorce LawDivorce Law

• • Criminal DefenseCriminal Defense

• • Personal Injury LitigationPersonal Injury Litigation

• • Probate LawProbate Law

• • Commercial TransactionsCommercial Transactions

• • Family LawFamily Law

• • Corporate LawCorporate Law

ORANGEORANGE

501 Boston Post Rd.

unit #23
Orange, CT 06477

p: 203-397-1808
f: 1-203-306-3322

MILFORDMILFORD

64 Cherry Street
Milford, CT 06460

p: 203-878-5600
f: 203-878-5610

THE LAW OFFICES OFTHE LAW OFFICES OF

JOHN J. CARANGELO, LLCJOHN J. CARANGELO, LLC

A state licensed, town Municipal agency providing cutting edge homecare with a personal touch. 
Medicare, Medicaid and most major commercial insurance plans accepted.

605A Orange Center Road, Orange, CT 06477
Phone: (203) 891-4752 • Fax: (203) 891-2169

Orange Visiting Nurse Assoc. 

Over 80 Years of Service
ORA NGE

Since 1934

    Recuperate from surgery while receiving 
physical therapy and nursing services 

         in the comfort of your own home.

 Remember to request the  
      Orange VNA upon discharge 
       from the hospital.

A state licensed, town Municipal agency providing cutting edge homecare with a personal touch. 
Medicare, Medicaid and most major commercial insurance plans accepted.

605A Orange Center Road, Orange, CT 06477
Phone: (203) 891-4752 • Fax: (203) 891-2169

Orange Visiting Nurse Assoc. 

Over 80 Years of Service
ORA NGE

Since 1934

    Recuperate from surgery while receiving 
physical therapy and nursing services 

         in the comfort of your own home.

 Remember to request the  
      Orange VNA upon discharge 
       from the hospital.• Skilled Nursing
• Physical, Occupational 

and Speech �erapy
• Medical Social Worker
• Home Health Aides
• Wound Care Consultant
• Registered Dietician
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ELECTION 2020ELECTION 2020
Information Concerning Voting 

On November 3, 2020
1. Town Of Orange voting on November 3rd will be from 6:00 AM to 8:00 PM. All voting will take place at High Plains community center.
2. District #1 votes in the GYM.
 District #2 votes in the South Wing Room #3.
 District #3 votes in the Cafeteria.
3. To locate your voting district please go to Town Of Orange website: Street List - voting district: http://ct-orange.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/

View/1576/Street-List---Voting-Districts.
4. All voters must wear masks upon entering the building.
5. ABSENTEE BALLOTS: if not turned in already all absentee ballots must be turned in at the Orange Town Hall Ballot Box (back door) by 8:00 PM 

November 3rd. Do not bring them to High Plains Community Center.
6. No food or beverage is allowed in the voting area.
7. Identification is required to vote.
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ELECTION 2020ELECTION 2020
Maroney Has 
Shown Courage

It was once said by John F. Kenne-
dy that, “Efforts and courage are not 
enough without purpose and direction.” 
Throughout his public service James 
Maroney has shown courage and effort 
while consistently being straight with 
his constituents regarding purpose and 
direction. From the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic he has provid-
ed over 100 different updates across 
phone calls, emails, web announce-
ments, and town hall style conferences. 
Through all means of communication 
James has always helped his constit-
uents in Milford, West Haven, Wood-
bridge, and Orange. His leadership has 
helped business owners get access to 
State and Federal aid while they strug-
gled to remain open.

Before the pandemic took over al-
most every facet of our lives James was 
promoting Connecticut as a great place 
to grow a business with the develop-
ment of opportunity zones. His legisla-
tion (Bill 570) incentivizes developers 
to invest in distressed municipalities 
and makes it easier for them to do so. 
For instance, in West Haven the bill 
seeks to increase job opportunities 
by tasking the Commissioner of the 
Department of Economic and Commu-
nity Development to host a series of 
events to attract private development. 
The bill supports the rehabilitation of 
historic structures in opportunity zone. 
Westies are proud hard-working people, 
and you can see it in their large strong 
looking brick buildings. This bill helps 
breathe new life back into them. More 
than 400 companies have looked to 
invest in Connecticut.

While we cherish our history, we 
do need to look forward. James is not 
just looking to the future; he is work-
ing to prepare us for it. For example, 
he has promoted the development 
of next generation skills through his 
legislation to make computer science 
curriculum a requirement in the state’s 
public schools. Bill 957 passed with 
bipartisan support and unanimously in 
the Senate, a testament to James’ abil-
ity to bring different groups together.

His ability to work with anyone 
to support and promote West Haven, 
Milford, Orange, and Woodbridge is 
central to our continued growth and 
prosperity. For this reason, I sup-
port James and strongly suggest we 
re-elect him as State Senator for the 
14th District.
Joe Honcz

Welander Has Remained 
Silent on School 
Regionalization

In Connecticut right now, one very 
serious challenge our communities face 
is the threat of forced school regional-
ization. Hartford politicians have used 
events of the last few months including 
the pandemic of COVID 19 to advocate 

for schools to be regionalized based on 
their probate court district lines. This 
poses a significant threat to the Am-
ity School System and our other fine 
local schools as it would dissolve our 
great school district that has already 
regionalized. The intent of this propos-
al is clear, the goal is to wrest control 
from communities, towns, and school 
boards that are tied to parents and 
students, and instead grant sweeping 
power to paternalistic bureaucrats in 
Hartford to make decisions for them.

Democrat, Mary Welander, has re-
mained silent on this issue, as she also 
has on other vital issues concerning 
public education in the state of Con-
necticut, including the utilization of 
resource officers in our public schools. 
Welander’s silence raises concerns on 
how responsive she would be to her 
constituents were she to be elected. 
The residents of these towns who are 
concerned about maintaining their 
influence over the education their 
children receive deserve to know how 
Welander stands on such an important 
issue. Welander’s seeming inability to 
take a solid stance on issues expands 
beyond education and she has been 
unable to clarify to Connecticut voters 
if she would support the radical policy 
of defunding the police either.

Sixty percent of businesses have 
closed in Connecticut due to the recent 
pandemic; this has greatly impacted 
small businesses, their owners, and 
employees. Despite the importance of 
this toward our local economy and the 
numerous local residents whose liveli-
hood depends upon these businesses 
reopening, Mary Welander has offered 
no opinions on these matters.

Welander’s opponent, Dan DeBarba, 
has been candid on his feelings about 
the issues. He supports continuing 
the use of school resource officers and 
while he understands there are advan-
tages to school districts collaborating, 
he supports educational decisions to 
be made locally, by communities most 
impacted, not by distant authorities 
in Hartford with minimal ties to the 
community as a whole. Dan DeBarba 
supports public safety by opposing the 
defunding of the police and believes 
that smarter solutions exist to build 
a more just and equitable Connecti-
cut. DeBarba is a small business owner 
and carries the endorsement of the 
NFIB, who are confident that he will 
be friendly to our small businesses and 
help them through these trying times.

If Welander wants to earn the sup-
port of her prospective constituents 
she must be more open on such issues. 
As of now, we know where DeBarba 
stands, while Welander obfuscates her 
positions to the voters and appears to 
stand for very little, and would likely 

be yet another rubber stamp for power 
elites in Hartford at the expense of our 
local community.
Deb Brutsche

Mary Welander 
for House – Derby, 
Orange, Woodbridge

Mary Welander is running for State 
Representative for the 114th District 
which serves Derby, Orange and Wood-
bridge. Mary brings a commitment 
to improving the quality of life to all 
citizens and small businesses of these 
communities. As a member of the Or-
ange Board of Education and Sandy 
Hook Promise, her commitment to 
quality education and a safe school 
environment is unprecedented. Her 
experience is even more critical during 
this time of Covid-19 when parents, 
school administrators and teachers 
are striving to balance education and 
safety in unchartered waters.

Mary is married and the mother of 
three children. All her children attend 
school in Orange. She is the daugh-
ter of an educator and small business 
owner; and the sister of three combat 
veterans. Mary understands the im-
portance of public service firsthand. 
Her sole goal is to service the people 
and businesses of Derby, Orange and 
Woodbridge. She will not be blinded 
by political ambition which have left 
the 114th district without proper rep-
resentation in the past.

Mary’s goals are to rebuild the econ-
omy of our three towns beyond the 
pre-pandemic level safely; protect our 
residents and workers in our nursing 
homes/assisted living centers; ensure 
everyone has access to quality and af-
fordable health care; work to lower 
prescription drug costs; protect our 
environment; and provide the support 
needed by our Healthcare and Public 
Safety Professionals.

Mary has received many endorse-
ments due to her proven track record 
and work ethic for the community. 
Some of these endorsements include: 
Senator Chris Murphy; the Uniformed 
Professional Fire Fighters Association 
of CT; Working Families; and Moms 
Demand Action, just to name a few.

I am a former elected official of Or-
ange and community service volunteer 
that strongly endorses Mary and I hope 
you will support her on November 3rd. 
Joseph Marulli

Former WBOE Chairman 
Endorses DeBarba

As a physician in the Woodbridge 
community, former Chair of the Wood-
bridge Board of Education and some-
one who has been extensively involved 
in our community, I am asking the res-
idents of the 114th district to support 

Dan DeBarba for State Representative.
Dan is a longtime resident of Or-

ange and lifetime resident of our state. 
He has more than three decades of ex-
perience as a certified public account-
ant and hospital administrator. Dan 
served as President of both Norwalk 
Hospital and Danbury Hospital before 
becoming the Chief Financial Officer of 
a large New York multi-hospital health 
system. With the State of Connecticut 
facing an unprecedented health care 
crisis and budget shortfall, we need 
people of Dan’s caliber who are willing 
to commit to public service.

Dan is a family man who under-
stands the Woodbridge community. 
His wife of thirty-one years and three 
children all attended Amity High and 
his two sons played on the JCC travel 
basketball team. Through the JCC, his 
oldest son represented the US on the 
National Maccabi Soccer Team and his 
daughter is currently attending grad-
uate school in Israel after travelling 
there through the Birthright program.

Dan is not a career politician and 
he is willing to reach across party lines 
to help make Connecticut a better and 
more competitive state. Connecticut 
needs to find balance in its approach 
to the major challenges we face and we 
need knowledgeable people who are 
willing to develop reasoned solutions. 
I truly believe Dan is the right person 
for the job.

Please join me in supporting Dan 
DeBarba and help make Connecticut 
the best it can be.
Steven Fleischman, MD, FACOG, GF

Klarides Endorses 
DeBarba

After 22 years of service as a mem-
ber of the Connecticut House of Repre-
sentatives, you may know that I’ve de-
cided not to run for reelection in 2020. 
While I will greatly miss representing 
the great people of Woodbridge, Or-
ange and Derby, I am very excited to 
support Dan DeBarba as your next 
State Representative. A longtime res-
ident of Orange and lifetime resident 
of our state, Dan is well-acquainted 
with the struggles facing middle class 
families in Connecticut. If elected, I 
know he will put petty politics aside 
and do what is right for the residents 
of our district and the entire state of 
Connecticut.

Connecticut’s economic difficulties 
were apparent prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic and have been exasperated 
by the pandemic shutdown. More than 
ever, Connecticut needs lawmakers 
with the financial experience to make 
sound economic decisions and the 
leadership experience to find balance 
between state competitiveness and an 
appropriate safety net. Dan’s record of 
accomplishments as a certified public 
accountant and health care executive 

See “Election Letters” On Page 9
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make him eminently qualified to help 
Connecticut at this time of crisis.

In many ways, Dan’s humble be-
ginnings shaped him into the indus-
trious man he is today. He joined the 
Connecticut Army National Guard 
and worked as a medic to serve his 
country and to afford the cost of at-
tending UCONN. He took a year off be-
fore college to save money and worked 
two jobs throughout his college years. 
While at UCONN, Dan met his wife 
Lynn, a nursing student from Orange 
at the time. Like so many, they both 
worked hard to pay the rent, save for 
a house, pay the mortgage and raise 
three children.

Before he served as Chief Financial 
Officer of a New York multi-hospital 
organization, Dan was the President of 
both Norwalk Hospital and Danbury 

Hospital. These qualifications give him 
a unique perspective on the challenges 
faced by healthcare professionals and 
their families. With these qualifica-
tions, Dan’s readiness to serve Con-
necticut is plain to see.

Dan was resilient as a young man 
in the face of financial hardship. He 
collected a decade’s worth of finan-
cial experience as a certified public ac-
countant and achieved much success as 
a healthcare executive advocating for 
patients, physicians and frontline staff. 
Dan is committed to public service and 
wants to bring these experiences to 
bear upon Connecticut’s problems at 
this critical time in our state’s history. 
It is for these reasons that I am proud 
to endorse Dan DeBarba for State Rep-
resentative in the 114th District, and I 
urge my supporters to join me in vot-
ing for Dan on November 3rd.
State Representative Themis Klarides

“Election Letters” From Page 8

he suggested, even though he is not 
principally opposed to increase wages.

Having grown up in Wolcott, De-
Barba served as a medic in the Con-
necticut Army National Guard. He 
served as president of Norwalk and 
Danbury hospitals before taking the 
position of chief financial officer of 
Catholic Health Services of Long Is-
land. He was recently appointed to 
the Orange Visiting Nurse Association 
Board of Directors.

Mary Welander serves on the Or-
ange Board of Education and is also 
PTA co-president of Racebrook School. 
As a member of the local Board of Ed-
ucation she participated in the recent 
school reopening committee, which 
met almost weekly this summer to 
ensure students and teachers could 
return safely to school.

Education is high on her list of pri-
orities, especially education funding. 
The way the state reimburses commu-
nities for special education costs needs 
to be re-evaluated, she said. Special 
education costs are difficult to predict 
for school districts and notoriously 
difficult to budget for. “We want to 
make sure we can take care of all our 
students,” she said.

Health care will be a big issue in 
Hartford going forward, she said, giv-
en that the long-term health impact 
from COVID is hard to predict. The 
House was working on allowing pre-
scription drugs to be ordered from 
Canada, which would lower drug costs 
overall. Another area that needs to be 
looked at is how nursing homes and as-
sisted living centers are regulated and 
overseen, to avoid a scenario similar 
to last spring, when COVID hit them 
unexpectedly.

As for taxes, she pledged to advo-
cate for her constituents. Since she 
lost her job as strategic planning and 
marketing expert for an architectural 
firm last spring, due to COVID, she has 
come to learn what it means to be a 
one-income family.

She is dismayed by claims made 
by some that she does not support 
School Resource Officers or local law 
enforcement. “Those claims are total-
ly unfounded,” she said. As a Board 
of Education member, she has vot-
ed in support of SROs and also sup-
ported the police budget – all while 
advocating for violence prevention 
programs, she said.

She testified in Washington on 
school safety before Congress. She 
was one of two Connecticut ambassa-
dors for the Sandy Hook Promise, an 
organization that works on violence 
prevention programs in the wake of 
the Sandy Hook disaster. “We try to 
address problems before a weapon 
even enters the scene,” she said.

If elected, she would work to make 
sure that small businesses get the sup-

port they need, she said. She also feels 
that funding for Personal Protective 
Equipment needs to be re-evaluated.

Another issue close to her heart is 
the treatment of veterans after they 
leave the service. “We need to make 
sure vets get the support they need, 
such as through re-entry training. 

“They have such amazing skills,” she 
said. Three of her brothers are combat 
veterans, with one being deployed.

She wants to make sure that the 
communities she represents would 
have an advocate on the state level. 
She also mentioned the protection of 
open space as an important issue to 
champion in Hartford.

Two years ago Welander ran for 
the same position, and came within 
1,000 votes or so of the incumbent, the 
closest anyone ever came to beating 
Themis Klarides.

Endorsements: Welander is being 
cross-endorsed by the Working Fam-
ilies Party. She also received endorse-
ments by the Connecticut Education 
Association, CSEA SEIU Local 2001, 
the AFL CIO Connecticut., Moms De-
mand Action, The American Federa-
tion of Teachers, Connecticut; SEIU 
Connecticut State Council; by Planned 
Parenthood CT; CT Against Gun Vio-
lence, and the National Association of 
Social Workers, Connecticut Chapter; 
and by the Uniformed Professional 
Firefighters Association.

Dan DeBarba meanwhile is 
cross-endorsed by the Independent 
Party. In addition to Themis Klarides, 
he is endorsed by the Mayor of Derby, 
Rich Dziekan; Orange First Selectman 
Jim Zeoli, the Amity Republican Club, 
the National Federation of Independ-
ent Business; Connecticut Police Union 
and the Derby Police Union.

His position as CFO allows him 
to work remotely to a large extent, 
which will give him the flexibility to 
take on the extra duties in Hartford, 
he said. Until recently, his life was 
dedicated mostly to work and fami-
ly, but he would like to diversify, and 
his outreach into the political realm 
is part of that diversifying. His wife 
Lynn and he have started a growing 
franchise business, Tropical Smoothie 
Café, an enterprise that makes him a 
small business owner in addition to a 
healthcare CFO.

Mary Welander grew up in South 
Deerfield, Mass. She made a career as 
a theatrical electrician, which is how 
she met her husband, Matt Welander, 
at The Juilliard School. She was Master 
Electrician of the Drama Theater and 
he was Head Carpenter of the main 
stage. Matt went on to become faculty 
technical director for the Yale School 
of Drama in 2013. He also works as 
a consultant in theater design, and 
experienced first-hand the effect of 
the pandemic on the arts community. 

“It is heartbreaking what the pandemic 
does to them” she said.

“State Rep” From Page 1

on the part of the officer before they 
can be sued. If found guilty, they need 
to refund the municipalities.

Opportunity Zones:
 Yale educated, Maroney is a small 

business owner who runs a college 
consulting business in Milford. Even 
though this year’s legislative session 
was cut short by the pandemic, Maron-
ey authored and co-authored a number 
of bills during his first term, in an effort 
to broaden educational opportunities; 
and to help generate investor interest 
for the recently named “Opportunity 
Zones” in under-performing areas.

Opportunity zones were created as 
part of the recent federal tax reform 
act, he explained. Investors can realize 
significant capital gains tax relief by 
investing in these projects, he said. The 
opportunity zones are designated by 
the Internal Revenue Service, based 
on considerations such as income level 
and unemployment. There are 72 of 
them in Connecticut, including two in 
West Haven. Maroney supported that 
concept by creating a website and a 
point person for Opportunity Zones in 
Connecticut, providing potential inves-
tors easy access to information; he also 
arranged a seminar a year ago, which 
was attended by some 400 investors.

“We were one of the first states to do 
this,” he said in a phone conversation. 
The act he authored passed the Senate 
with unanimous support.

As a co-chair of the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee, he authored a bill 
establishing the Military to Machinist 
Program, which helps veterans gain the 
skills they need out of The Workplace 

in Bridgeport, which assists them in 
making the transition to civilian jobs. 
At the same time it helps the manufac-
turing industry with access to a highly 
trained work force, he said.

As co-chair of the Aging Committee, 
he helped create an elder abuse regis-
try; also an act that requires health-
care professionals treating adults to 
have proper training to recognize the 
signs of Alzheimer’s and other forms 
of dementia.

Maroney is cross-endorsed by both 
the Working Families Party and the In-
dependent Party. His three legislative 
priorities, if elected on Nov. 3, would 
be workforce development; access to 
childcare and suicide prevention edu-
cation, he said.

His opponent, Mike Southworth, a 
Republican, is a professional firefight-
er in West Haven where he recently 
served as president of the Internation-
al Association of Fire Fighters Local 
1198. He also is an active member and 
former leader of Elks Lodge 1537 in 
West Haven and helps coach a Milford 
Babe Ruth Fall Softball Team.

Having seen the effects of the pan-
demic first hand, and the strain it has 
put on the supply chain and healthcare 
systems, Southworth pledged to “work 
with healthcare experts to develop a 
long-term response plan for future 
outbreaks.” He also pledged to put 
people over politics and parties.

Southworth wants the state to 
leave public education in the hands 
of local school boards to determine 
their own plans. “Every community 
is different and a general plan from 
Hartford could hinder education or 
put some of our kids at undue risks,’ 
he wrote on his website.

“State Senator” From Page 1
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CT State Police Union Endorses 
DeBarba for State Rep.

The Connecticut State Police Union 
has endorsed Dan DeBarba for State 
Representative of the 114th district. 
In its endorsement letter, the State 
Police Union credited both DeBarba’s 

“support for public safety” and his “sup-
port of the safety of our police officers” 
as the most significant factors driving 
their decision to back his campaign.

Not many candidates running for 
office have received an endorsement 
from the Connecticut State Police Un-
ion. Upon receiving the endorsement, 
DeBarba said, “I am honored to be one 
of the few candidates for State Repre-
sentative to receive the endorsement 

of the Connecticut State Police Union. 
We must never forget to support those 
who risk their lives each and every day 
to keep us safe and secure. Thank you 
to the State Police for placing their 
trust in me just as my family and I 
place our trust in them.”

DeBarba is a longtime resident of 
Orange and has three children who 
have all graduated from Amity High 
School. DeBarba is the former presi-
dent of Norwalk and Danbury Hospi-
tals and is currently the Chief Finan-
cial Officer of a large health system in 
New York. Additionally, he and his wife, 
Lynn, own a small business in the area.

Kennedy Earns Key Small 
Business Endorsement

The National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business (NFIB), which is 
the premier small business organiza-
tion in Connecticut, has announced 
its endorsement of State Rep. Kathy 
Kennedy for re-election this Novem-
ber for her pro-small business record 
the last two years. The national small 
business advocacy group announced 
that Kennedy has worked both locally 
and in Hartford to advocate for small 
businesses.

Andy Markowski, State Director 
of NFIB-Connecticut, is supporting 
Rep. Kennedy’s candidacy because of 
her “voting record over the last two 
legislative sessions on key issues im-
portant to small business. Kathy is 
committed to the needs of thousands 
of Main Street small businesses and 
their employees in Milford and Orange 
and across Connecticut.”

“I am honored to receive the support 
of NFIB,” said Representative Kathy 
Kennedy. “Small businesses are with-
out question the backbone of our econ-
omy, as they are leaders in innovation, 
enterprise and job creation. As a deci-
sion maker for one of these businesses, 
I understand firsthand the challenges 
they face. Over the past 2 years I’ve 
worked closely with small businesses 
in Milford and Orange and will contin-
ue to champion policies that help spur 
economic growth by supporting those 
who own and operate small businesses 
in Connecticut.”

NFIB is Connecticut’s and the na-
tion’s leading small business associa-
tion, with offices in Washington, D.C. 
and all 50 state capitals. NFIB gives 
small and independent business own-
ers a voice in shaping the public policy 
issues that affect their business.

Orange First Selectman Jim 
Zeoli Supports Kennedy

On October 17th Orange First Se-
lectman Jim Zeoli endorsed State Rep. 
Kathy Kennedy (Milford & Orange) in 
her re-election effort this November.

First Selectman Zeoli said, “In to-
day’s world, we talk a lot about com-
munity and working together and no 
one does that better for the Town of 
Orange than our current State Repre-
sentative Kathy Kennedy. Kathy serves 
the 119th House District. In her first 
term, Kathy has done a great job in 
reaching out to local officials asking 
important questions, listening to what 

we have to say and using that input in 
her decision-making process to repre-
sent the residents of Orange.

As someone who grew up in Or-
ange, Kathy understands our town, its 
unique qualities of small town Con-
necticut. She is a tireless advocate for 
Orange regardless of the issue. That 
is why I support Kathy Kennedy in 
her run for a second term as our state 
Representative for the 119th. I am con-
fident that you will agree that she is the 
best person to represent our interests 
at the State Capitol.”

DeBarba Outlines Challenges 
of Next Legislative Session

Three or potentially four (if the ACA 
is struck down) colliding challenges 
will make the next legislative session 
an extraordinarily difficult one. They 
are as follows:

1. the weakness of Connecticut’s 
pre-COVID structural finances – 
we have overtaxed, overspent and 
overborrowed, leaving our state in 
a very difficult position;

2. the horrible impact that COV-
ID-19 has had upon our state’s 
economy leading to significant un-
employment and business closure 
and interruption;

3. the severe lack of Connecticut’s 
competiveness with other states 

– the stark reality is that Connect-
icut’s attempt to recover econom-
ically will not be in a vacuum – we 
will need to compete with other 
states and Connecticut performed 
terribly in the post Great Reces-
sion recovery (2009 to 2019); and

4. the health care challenges that 
our state will face if the Afforda-
ble Care Act is struck down and 
a replacement plan isn’t passed 
that reasonably preserves Medic-
aid eligibility levels, pre-existing 
conditions protection, up to age 26 
health insurance protection, and 
functioning health exchanges and 
marketplaces.

In order to seriously face these 
challenges, the Connecticut legislature 
will need to be aggressive and bold. It 
must not do what it has done for the 
four decades under one party control 

- mainly presiding over Connecticut’s 
economic deterioration. Our state sen-
ators and representatives must do the 
following:

1. Understand that this a battle 
with other states that can be 
won or lost;

2. Refrain from tax increases as they 
make our state less competitive 
and drive out job creators;

3. Make sweeping reforms and elimi-
nate regulations that hamper busi-
ness growth and much needed in-
vestment in our cities and towns;

4. Aggressively reduce spending in all 
non-essential areas without regard 
to special interests;

5. Collaborate with the state’s work-
force and its representation to 
identify and eliminate waste and 
reduce costs;

6. Expand the use of nonprofit organ-
izations to deliver state services, 
implementing broad based tech-
nology solutions, cutting duplica-
tive state functions, eliminating 
overtime and ending the running 
up of pension calculations;

7. Stop passing the buck to local mu-
nicipalities further burdening the 
residents of Connecticut who are 
already paying too much in prop-
erty taxes;

8. Select an agreed upon econom-
ic growth target and take all the 
necessary steps to achieve this 
target; and

9. Form a bipartisan health task-
force to deal with the uninsured 
patient population that Connect-
icut’s hospitals and physicians will 
likely encounter if the Affordable 
Care Act is struck down without 
an appropriate replacement.

We must all remember that these 
are unprecedented times and they re-
quire unprecedented action to achieve 
success and prosperity. The status 
quo will not work and many of those 
residents who can leave Connecti-
cut will do so if we don’t change our 
ways. It is not too late if we make the 
right choices.

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.
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Candidates Vie For Seats In 117th & 119th District

By Bettina Thiel 
Orange Town News Correspondent

Orange shares its representation 
in the Connecticut Legislature to a 
large degree with the City of Milford, 
and several of the candidates running 
for office this year are Milford resi-
dents. That includes in the 117th dis-
trict incumbent Republican Kathy 
Kennedy, as well as her challenger, 
Democrat Bryan Anderson; and in the 
119th district Democrat Tony Sutton 
is challenging incumbent Republican 
Charles Ferraro.

Kathy Kennedy, R-119
Kennedy is running for her sec-

ond term. The Amity graduate with 
a degree in so-
cial relations is 
working for the 
City of Milford. 
She has served 
as administra-
tive assistant 
in the law de-
partment for 

the past 15 years. Prior to that she 
worked for the fire department. In 
2015 she was elected president of the 
Connecticut PTA where she served 
until 2017.

In the legislature she was assigned 
to the Education, the Environment and 
the Public Health committees. She did 
not support the police accountability 
act, and published a letter stating that 
though she wanted to “fully support 
a true reform bill that would address 
some of the racial injustices of our past 
and present,” this bill did not meet that 
goal. Removing qualified immunity 
for police officers would permit law 
enforcement to be sued. “I spoke with 
many police officers from both Orange 
and Milford and they told me this bill 
would leave our officers disheartened, 
possibly making it harder to do their 
already tough and dangerous job,” she 
wrote in her letter.

Similarly, she joined her Republican 
colleagues in voting no to establish-
ing an inspector general to investigate 
police shootings and illegal uses of 
force; and to the release of police cam-
era videos. She also voted no to the 
minimum wage increase to $15/hour, 
saying it didn’t address people who 
already made $15. It also could backfire 
for young people with disabilities, who 
may have to reduce their hours in order 
not to exceed a certain income cap. She 
also voted no to the paid family and 
medical leave act, saying people should 
have the choice to opt in.

However, she voted to support 
statewide absentee voting; she voted 
to establish a cap on Insulin prices; and 
to prohibit the storage of firearms in 
an unlocked vehicle.

Kennedy said the last legislative pe-

riod didn’t actually get off the ground 
before the pandemic cut it short. In 
fact, during the first year of her fresh-
man term, she made a perfect voting 
record, meaning she took every vote 
that came up.

She also joined the bipartisan Wom-
en’s Caucus, which is an important 
forum for co-operation. “We need to 
put people over party,” she said. When 
the pandemic first hit, “so many people 
had such a hard time,” she said, for 
instance getting unemployment ben-
efits. Many constituents turned to her 
for help – some of them Democrats – 
and she was happy to help them out 
when she could. “Whatever happens 
on November 3, I am happy I could 
help the people in my district,” she said.

Bryan Anderson, D-119
Democrat Bryan Anderson also 

lives in Milford, where he served on the 
Board of Alder-
men up until 
two years ago. 
He is a small 
business own-
er, and heavily 
involved with 
the Land Trust, 
according to his 
press repre-

sentative Adam DeYoung. Anderson 
also is involved with the Irish Herit-
age Society.

When asked about his legislative 
agenda, Young submitted a lengthy 
list of issues and legislative actions 
Anderson would support. They include:

 ' Strengthening domestic violence 
victims’ witness statements;

 ' Support for early voting and vot-
ing by mail;

 ' The Use Of Emails to Request Ab-
sentee Ballot Applications;

 ' Municipal Planning Boards Site 
Plan Public Hearings;

 ' Public Broadband Pilot Projects;
 ' Naming of Marine Corporal Jor-
dan C. Pierson Memorial;

 ' Access to Original Birth Certifi-
cates By Adult Adopted Persons;

 ' The Inclusion Of Climate Change 
Instruction In The Public School 
Curriculum;

 ' The Modernization Of The 
Connecticut Bottle Redemp-
tion Program;

 ' The Use Of Perfluoroalkyl Or Poly-
fluoroalkyl Substances In Class B 
Firefighting Foam;

 ' The Use and Distribution of Poly-
styrene Products;

 ' Resolution Urging Congress to 
Adopt the ERA as a Constitutional 
Amendment;

 ' CT Legacy Farmland Preservation;
 ' The Sale and Marketing of CT 
Grown and Made Products Along 
Public Highways, and in State-

Owned and Leased Facilities;
 ' Support for Wineries, Distilleries, 
and Breweries;

 ' Workforce Development Ap-
prenticeships;

 ' Restore Legislative Program 
Review and Investigations 
Committee;

 ' Restore Legislative Regulations 
Review Committee.

Charles Ferraro, R-117
Charles Ferraro is serving his third 

term in the Connecticut General As-
sembly, proud-
ly representing 
the 117th As-
sembly District 
comprised of 
portions of Or-
ange, Milford 
and West Hav-
en. He current-

ly serves as the highest ranking House 
Republican on the legislature’s Ener-
gy and Technology Committee and 
also serves on the Public Safety & Se-
curity and Veterans’ Affairs 
Committees. 

Anthony Sutton, D-117
Ferraro’s challenger, Attorney 

Anthony Sutton is a member of the 
Milford Board 
of Aldermen. 
He is proud 
of Milford’s 
record of low-
ering the mill 
rate in recent 
years and plans 
to apply those 
same skills to 

the government in Hartford, namely 
fiscal responsibility and innovation. 
The money saved can then be plowed 
back into essential services, he said.

“The demographics in this district is 
diverse,” he acknowledged, but “they 
all need funding for education.” As for 
Orange, he would make sure it would 
receive the economic development 
funds that help the town thrive.

As for West Haven, the situation is 
more pressing, he said. “I would work 
with the mayor and the City Council to 
improve the downtown. The city needs 
economic development and ways to 
revitalize the shoreline, he said.

Sutton’s wife Stacy is born and 
raised in West Haven, and currently 
serves as assistant principal at Bailey 
Middle School. Sutton said he grew up 
with a strong sense of public service. 
His mother was part of the city Council 
and his father police commissioner. 

“The reason we do it (run for office) 
is because we love the town we live 
in,” he said.

Sutton’s candidacy is cross-en-
dorsed by the Working Families Party, 
which some critics have used against 
him, in particular for their support 
for the Police Accountability Act. Sut-
ton says he was honored to receive 
their endorsement, which came be-
fore the act was adopted in Hartford. 

“The Working Families Party is not a 
one-issue party,” he said. He supports 
their work for access to healthcare and 
access to the best education, but he 
does not advocate for defunding the 
police. “To keep them funded is im-
perative,” he said, adding that local 
police departments may not see the 
incidents that others see. In fact, the 
act provides additional resources to 
those departments to address.

As Sutton has been going door-to-
door this summer, he found that peo-
ple are tired of partisan bickering. “We 
have to keep the whole of Connecticut 
thriving and healthy,” he said. “Call me 
naïve, but that can be done.”
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Juniorettes To 

Hold Food Drive
In cooperation with Or-

ange Community Ser vices,  
Orange Community Juniorettes will be 
collecting non-perishable food items  
for the Orange Food Pantry.

Please send your child to school 
with a few food items to donate to 
our food drive. Donation bins can be 
found at Peck Place School and High 
Plains Community Center. Bins will be 
there for the next couple of months to 
help stock the Orange Food Pantry for 
the holidays.

We live in a predominantly afflu-
ent area; however, it is important to 
explain to our kids how some families 
have limited resources, and that this 

is an easy way we can all give back to 
our community.

Every little bit helps. They are specif-
ically in need of peanut butter, canned 
tuna, canned chicken, canned vege-
tables, etc. (Beans are in good supply 
currently).

Orange Community Juniorettes is 
a parent-run, civic group under the 
Orange Community Woman’s group which 
teaches the importance of giving back 
to our communities, fosters leadership 
skills, and offers enrichment programs 
to girls (5th-8th grade) in Orange. Want 
to find out more or get involved? Email: 
orangecommunityjuniorettes@gmail.com

Cubmaster Brian Cleveland at the bonfire introducing the time 
of the night when scouts can share songs, jokes and skits.

Pack 922 News
On October 5th, Pack 922 held an 

outdoor pack meeting where they 
learned how to work as a team. There 
were 8 stations with different activ-
ities where scouts worked in mixed 
den groups. This helped the younger 
scouts achieve more complex tasks 
and showed the leadership skills of the 
older scouts. While the activities were 
happening, we welcomed new scouts 
to the pack and made new friends. Our 
next pack meeting is on November 
2nd at High Plains Community Center 
pavilion at 6pm. We are always looking 
for interested girls and boys in Kinder-
garten through 5th grade to join our 
pack family. Please contact cubmaster 
Brian Cleveland bcleveland@hotmail.
com for more information.

On October 17th the Pack held the 
annual campout at a local area that 
included spacing for the 22 attending 
scouts and their families. While dens 
worked on completing achievements 
there were also pack activities includ-
ing archery, scavenger hunts, trebuchet 

launching, nighttime skits and a bon-
fire. We are thankful for the generos-
ity of the land owners for helping us 
provide this opportunity to the scouts.

Coming in November we have an 
opportunity for the community to help 
us and give back to others. November 
14th we will be at High Plains Commu-
nity Center from 10am to 12pm in the 
front parking lot collecting food dona-
tions for the food pantry. Throughout 
the weeks before scouts will be in their 
neighborhoods handing out flyers and 
bags for donation as well. Please come 
and support those in Orange that need 
your help.

Our annual wreath sale will be held 
on November 21st at High Plains Com-
munity Center front parking lot. We 
will be there from 10am until 2pm. We 
will also be selling Oronoque Farms 
pies. These fundraisers will help the 
pack fund partial costs for events like 
our camp outs, rocket derby, and the 
pinewood derby. We can’t wait to see 
you on these two Saturdays.

Left: Pack members learning Archery at the Campout. Right: Assistant 
Cub Master Alex Zamachaj preparing the Trebuchet for Launch.

The Orange town fourth grade troop 60274 is keeping busy this fall. The 
girls bagged over 50 packages for the organization Orange Food2kids on 

October 13, 2020. Troop leader Sarah Gallipoli is currently recruiting 
Girl Scouts for all levels. Please email Sarahrtr09@gmail.com.
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“Fire Truck $50K Challenge” Soars to $158K
Someone pinch me. Are these cur-

rent numbers true? $158,000? Is this 
real or something the heart & soul 
could only dream about? The “Fire 
Truck $50K Challenge” started with an 
important, yet reasonably modest goal. 
$50K to help out. To help the brave & 
committed members of the Orange 
Volunteer Fire Department (OVFD).

But during a pandemic? Raise this 
sort of money? Are you guys serious?

By now, the whole Town knows the 
story. COVID shuts down the Carnival. 
COVID shuts down all major OVFD 
fundraising events. Estimates of re-
duced income for the OVFD reach as 
high as $200,000 – about 50% of its 
revenue. Imagine: your household loses 
half of your Annual Income & you still 
have all your COSTS to pay. What to do?

Think Back: It’s March and Stock 
Market plunges. It’s April and Unem-
ployment numbers soar to levels not 
seen since the Depression 90 years ago. 
It’s May and there are lines to get into 
Home Depot. Lines at Home Depot!!! 
Restaurants & gyms closed everywhere. 
Society is creeping along – at best – at 
half-speed. Despite all this, the OVFD 
remains 100% open and on duty.

How do we solve this financial prob-
lem? That was the question weighing 
heavily on the minds of Town & OVFD 
Leaders. “Income. That’s what the 
OVFD needs,” declared Deputy Fire 
Chief Charlie Sherwood. “No Carni-
val. No Events. That’s a major loss of 
Income.” Fire Chief Vaughan Dumas 
amplified on this theme, “Cancelling 
the carnival was a must for the safety 
of the public and our members but it 
brought about another crisis, fund-
ing.” $50K was needed to make a Fire 
Truck payment, due in October. How 
to do that?

“We put out the call for help to the 
Town,” explained Jim Leahy project 
chairman & Vice-Chairman of the Or-
ange Board of Finance. “We knew in 
May it was a pandemic. Just think back: 
March through May was no fun.” New 
behaviors were just starting. Learn-
ing to wear masks. Staying 6 feet away. 
Highly limited travel. Being unable to 
see long-time friends. And family. It 
was tough getting used to. “And it was 
not” emphasized Leahy “an ideal time 
for Fundraising. That’s for sure.”

There are times in life when you sim-
ply don’t have a choice. You simply have 
to do. And to try.

Economy down. Employment down. 
Lines for normal store shopping. The 
changing social rules. The uncertainty 
of it all. “That’s the hidden emotion the 

Team had to address and to address 
squarely.” Leahy noted, “We weren’t 
looking for a Hero.” Nor a bailout by 
a company. Or a person. Least of all a 
Government agency. “We wanted to 
fix our own problem. So, we organized. 
We put out a call for help.” And boy did 
the Community respond!

“What can you say?” Leahy stated 
with wide-eyed amazement. “We start-
ed with an idea that all members of the 
Board of Finance supported. We creat-
ed a GoFundMe site. And we worked it.”

The last 4+ months (June to Oc-
tober) are now History. It feels like 
a blur, doesn’t it? The facts speak for 
themselves:

621 Contributions made to the 
“Fire Truck $50K Challenge”: 61 from 
Business/Organizations respond-
ed to the call; 560 Citizens/Families 
signed up for duty. We named it THE 
ORANGE ARMY.

38 Leadership Sponsors braved 
Economic uncertainty to invest in the 
Cause: 30 members of the 2% Club 
($1,000); 2 GOLD members ($2,500); 
6 PLATINUM members ($5,000). 
$158,199 in contributions are to sup-
port the OVFD in its time of need. Just 
as the OVFD comes to our houses in 
times of Emergency – such as a fire – 
the Orange community came to the 

rescue to put out the Fire that threat-
ened up to 50% of the OVFD Operat-
ing Revenue.

“This whole project is like running 
a distance race” Leahy explained, “The 
uncertainly at the start amid the high 
hopes of wishful expectation.” The 
uphill challenges. The downhill of 
progress. As time passes, some pain 
twitches in your side, maybe when an 
event didn’t pan out like you expected. 

“That happened to us” Leahy continued. 
“But just like in a race, you focus. Fill-
ing the unforgiving minute with sixty 
seconds worth of distance run is often 
easier said than done. We did one good 
thing. EVERY day. And we had faith.”

TODAY: Here we are. Celebrating. 
The OVFD is saying “Thank You” to all. 
We collected $34,000 in new contri-
butions in the 4 weeks since the last 
article. A grand total of over $158,000, 
more than TRIPLE the Original Goal. 
In short, Orange showed its true colors. 
The character of the Town is on full dis-
play for all to see, collectively doing its 
thing in an understated “No Big Deal” 
fashion. That’s Orange.

Just like in a distance race, we ap-
proach the finish line with a degree of 
enhanced effort. “It’s a good feeling to 
have been a part of this project,” Leahy 
reflected. “I would like to offer that 

the thanks go out to ALL residents 
– donors or this project or not – as 
it’s the Community where we live in 
which these donations take place that 
matters and it’s the atmosphere in the 
Community that produces this giving 
environment. We are all part of that. 
The 2020 Legacy will forever include 
this $50K Challenge that we faced, the 
initial uncertainty that we felt, and the 
vigor & focus of the Town’s collective 
effort over this 4+ month distance.”

To all residents then, when you see 
the “THANK YOU” signs around Town, 
go ahead - smile & celebrate a little bit 
in your heart. We – all of us – should 
celebrate our achievement; congratu-
late your friends, your neighbors, and 
yourselves. That’s Orange. It’s that kind 
of place. Since 1822.

As we wind down this project, you 
can still join the Team. It’s the last 
chance. Join THE ORANGE ARMY. 
Become involved in “Fire Truck $50K 
Challenge.” By doing so, you’ll make a 
measurable difference.

Every contribution – no matter the 
size -- is valued. The link to the Go-
FundMe page is on the Town website 
www.orange-ct.gov or on the OVFD 
website www.orangevfd.org. Checks 
can be mailed directly: OVFD, P.O. Box 
878, Orange, CT 06477. Thank you.

OVFD Members Voice their Thanks for the Town’s Support in their time of Need

“Once you have an innovation culture, even those who are not scientists or 
engineers - poets, actors, journalists - they, as communities, embrace the 
meaning of what it is to be scientifically literate. They embrace the concept 
of an innovation culture. They vote in ways that promote it. They don’t fight 

science and they don’t fight technology.” — NEIL DEGRASSE TYSON
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SEE WHY WE’RE THE  Benchmark.

SEE HOW WE LIVE UP TO OUR NAME. 
Schedule a tour at our Assisted Living and  
Memory Care community today or visit  
CoachmanSquareAtWoodbridge.com
21 Bradley Road, Woodbridge, CT  | 203.884.0121 

  

of our residents and families  
say their opinion of Benchmark 
now, is as high or higher than  
it ever was.

Providing decades of compassionate 
care, built on trust and offering peace 
of mind. We value that trust and will 
always work to earn it.

87%

www.APPLEOIL.com HOD 374

S1-0302987

Call Shelly to schedule your furnace tune up today!

A Full Service Oil Company Providing Bio Fuel and Heating Oil Plus!

Buy from your Local Neighbor
Sam Livieri – Woodbridge (Owner) • Tony Ferranti – Orange (GM)

Ken Crepeau – Milford (Service Mgr)
Bob Gambardella – Orange (Sales Mgr) call direct at 203-530-6439

7/24/365Apple Oil Company

(203) 934-FUEL (3835)

Like us on:

We Install and
Service All Brands

Boilers
Furnaces

Hot Water Heaters 
Oil TanksAUTOMATIC OR SAME DAY DELIVERY.AUTOMATIC OR SAME DAY DELIVERY.

CALL IN WITH YOUR CREDIT CARD.CALL IN WITH YOUR CREDIT CARD.

Serving You
is Our Core

Business



Page 15 Friday, October 30, 2020

Find your next Home | Sell a Home
Consult on Home Selling Tatics

WE ARE YOUR 
REAL ESTATE 
CONNECTION

BARBARA LEHRER JAMIE LEHRER
REALTOR® Consultant REALTOR® Consultant 
203.640.6407 203.988.9880

INTERNATIONAL 
PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE 

RECIPIENT

236 BOSTON POST RD
ORANGE, CT

BARBARALEHRER.COM

OOppttiimmiizzeedd  VViissiioonn  &&  EEyyee  CCaarree  
OOppeenniinngg  AAnnnnoouunncceemmeenntt 

 

Since we are newly opened, we have plenty of exam slots 
available. Call today to make an appointment! 

 
What do we offer? 

Eye exams, glasses prescription, contact lens fitting, 
primary medical and emergency eye care. 

Where are we? 

20 Division Street, Derby, CT 06418. (Yes, we are inside 
the Derby BJ’s, but you don’t have to be a member to 
be seen.) 

What insurances do we accept? 

We accept most major insurances for eye exams, 
including Medicaid, Medicare, Anthem BCBS, United 
Health Care, Oxford Health, Cigna, Connecticare, 
Harvard Pilgram, Humana, Davis vision and Spectera. 

What do you do to ensure safety during the COVID-19 
era? 

BJ’s works hard to maintain great hygiene inside the 
club. We don’t see patient with current covid-19 
diagnosis or contact history. In addition, patients and 
doctor are both required to wear masks. Direct patient 
contact surfaces are cleaned between each eye exam. 
The exam and pretest rooms are sterilized twice a day 
(during lunch time break and at the end of the day) 
with UV-C light, which efficiently kills viruses and other 
pathogens.  

How about glasses and contact lenses? 

We provide prescriptions for glasses and/or contact 
lenses after your eye exam. You decide where to buy.  
We recommend BJ’s Optical, which is located next to 
us. You can get high quality glasses and contact lenses 
with optimal prices without any limitations of choices 
from insurances.  

For appointment: 

Call: (203) 732-7638 

Message: (203) 503-8832 

Email:	ovecatbjs@gmail.com 

After receiving your email or 
message, we will contact you 
within one business day. 

Peck Place School Students 
Spread Kindness 

The Peck Place School students 
did an amazing job raising money for 
their school while spreading kindness 
throughout the community. Acts of 
kindness included sending cards to 
people who may be isolated, cleaning 
up outside the school, delivering baked 
goods to the police station, and raising 

money for Alzheimer’s. 
To celebrate the great accomplish-

ment of reaching their goal, Mr. Balis-
ciano rewarded the students by dress-
ing up as a penguin and waddling to 
every single classroom. The kids loved 
it! Great job everyone. Keep spread-
ing kindness!

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.

www.OrangeTownNews.com
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203-777-1234
Serving Woodbridge, Orange, Milford 

and Greater New Haven
CALL US FOR FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

Licensed  -  Bonded  -  Insured

We Provide Reliable 
Homecare Assistance

Home Health Aides • CNAs • Companions • Homemakers • And More

The UPS Store 5292
554 BOSTON POST RD

ORANGE, CT 06477
In the Trader Joe’s Plaza

(203) 799-0433
store5292@theupsstore.com

Check in on Facebook at 
our store and receive 10% 
OFF your next shipment!

We Offer:
Mailboxes
Printing

Packaging
UPS, USPS, DHL

Notary
Shredding

Passport Photos
Office Supplies

Happy Thanksgiving FromHappy Thanksgiving From
The UPS Store 5292!The UPS Store 5292!

Happy Thanksgiving FromHappy Thanksgiving From
The UPS Store 5292!The UPS Store 5292!

2nd Zoning Board of Appeals ..............................7:00 pm Town Hall
 Country Fair Cmte ...........................................7:30 pm HPCC

4th Town Plan & Zoning Comm .........................7:00 pm Town Hall
 Conservation Comm .......................................7:00 pm HPCC

5th OGAT ....................................................................7:30 pm Town Hall

9th Traffic Authority ...............................................4:30 pm Police Dept.
 Board of Police Comm ....................................4:30 pm Police Dept.
   Economic Development Comm .................5:30 pm Town Hall
 Amity Board of Education ............................6:30 pm Woodbridge

10th Inland Wetlands Comm .................................7:30 pm Town Hall

12th Community Services Comm .......................7:00 pm  HPCC
 Pension Board ....................................................7:00 pm Town Hall

16th Family Counseling ...........................................9:00 am HPCC
 Orange Board of Education .........................7:00 pm Mary L. Tracy
 Board of Finance ...............................................7:00 pm Town Hall

17th Town Plan & Zoning Comm .........................7:00 pm Town Hall

18th Board of Selectmen .........................................7:00 pm Town Hall
 CERT ......................................................................7:00 pm HPCC
 Park & Recreation Comm ..............................7:30 pm Town Hall

19th Case Memorial Library Comm ...................7:00 pm Case Memorial Lib.
 Bond Construction Oversight Cmte ........7:00 pm Town Hall
 Recycling Cmte  ................................................7:00 pm HPCC

23rd Youth Services ...................................................7:30 pm HPCC

27th Emergency Management ..............................8:00 am Police Station

Town of Orange Meetings for 
the Month of November 2020

(Subject to Change, Check with Town Clerk’s Office, 203-891-4730)

OCNS 5s Kindergarten Readiness class enjoyed an 
outdoor story time on a beautiful fall day.

Students in the 3s class at OCNS enjoyed a fall leaves dance using streamers.

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.
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A Good Time to Check 
Your Smoke Detectors

The Orange Volunteer Fire Department Is 
Reminding People To Check Their Smoke 
Detector Batteries At Least Once A Year

Halloween isn’t the only thing 
happening on October 31 this year. 
That’s also when most people will set 
their clocks back one hour. It’s a good 
time to check your smoke detector 
batteries. “With the furniture we have 
in our homes today, fires and toxic 
smoke can spread much more rap-
idly than in the past, when natural 
materials were used,” said Vaughan 
Dumas, fire chief. “That’s why having 
a sufficient number of well-located, 
working smoke alarms is essential to 
give you the most amount of time to 
get out and get help.”

Smoke detectors and carbon mon-
oxide detectors, which sometimes are 
combined in one device, usually hang 
unnoticed on the ceiling. “When was 
the last time you checked out your 
smoke detectors?” asked Dumas.

Smoke detectors should be test-
ed once a month by pressing the test 
button, according to the National Fire 
Protection Association. In addition, 
the NFPA recommends changing bat-
teries at least once a year. “It’s always 
easiest to associate a task with some-
thing else going on so you don’t forget,” 
said Dumas. “We suggest changing 
your batteries when you change your 
clocks.” This fall, clocks change at 2 
a.m. November 1, so most people will 
change clocks before going to sleep 
October 31.

Smoke detectors are an impor-
tant part of any plan to keep a home 
safe from fire. Roughly 3 out of 5 
fire deaths happen in homes with no 
smoke alarms or no working smoke 
alarms. “That’s why firefighters push 
the issue of smoke detectors,” said 
Dumas. “Today’s alarms react quicker 
and sound fewer false alarms.” Dumas 
offered these additional points:

 ' Smoke detectors that are more 
than 10 years old need to 
be replaced;

 ' If you replace your detectors, look 
for devices that say, “Helps reduce 

cooking nuisance alarms” beneath 
the UL label. Those devices meet 
a new standard designed to dif-
ferentiate between cooking and 
other smoke. Smoke detectors still 
should be at least 10 feet away 
from cooking equipment. If re-
placing detectors, they should all 
be the same brand so they “talk” 
to each other enabling all the de-
tectors to go off if one goes off;

 ' People with hearing deficits can 
get alarms with strobe lights and 
bed shakers;

 ' Never paint over a smoke or car-
bon monoxide detector; and

 ' Smoke alarms should be inside 
every sleeping room, outside 
each separate sleeping area and 
on every level.

Those with additional questions 
about smoke detectors can call the 
Orange Volunteer Fire Department at 
(203) 891-4703 or the Fire Marshal’s 
office at (203) 891-4711.

The Orange Volunteer Fire Asso-
ciation provides fire protection to 
residents and businesses in Orange 
and, through mutual aid, surrounding 
towns. Members receive training in 
fire suppression, rescue, hazardous 
materials response, homeland security 
issues and other emergency services.

Operating strictly with revenues 
from fundraisers and donations, the 
Orange Volunteer Fire Department is 
one of the remaining few all-volun-
teer incorporated fire departments 
in Connecticut. Active members are 
on-call to serve the community on a 
24-hour/seven-day basis, responding 
from stations on Orange Center Road 
and Boston Post Road.

In addition, the fire company offers 
public education services including 
lectures, demonstrations and training. 
For information about membership, 
donations or public education, call 
(203) 891-4703, click on https://www.
orangevfd.org/ or find us on Facebook.

From the Fire Marshal Youth Services by Jessica Simone, MSW, Orange 
Youth Services Coordinator

Drive In Movie Night Donation
A very special thank you to the Lion’s Club of Orange for this 

extremely generous donation of snacks and candy for the Drive-
In Movie night that was held on 10/24/2020. Bags were put 

together that were given to each car. Thank you Lions!

Pumpkin Carving Contest
Orange Youth Services is offering a 

Pumpkin Carving Contest for this Fall 
season! Have fun carving your pump-
kin at home and then email in a pho-
to! This is for any/all Orange families 
with student-age children. The top 5 

pumpkins will win a prize. 
The deadline for submissions is 

Friday, November 6th, 2020. Email in 
your photos to the Youth Services Co-
ordinator, Jessica Simone, at jsimone@
orange-ct.gov 

CALL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE!
Display ads start at only $110 per issue.

Call  203-298-4399 to place your ad!
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Orange Firefighters Honor Deceased 
Members With Service

Two Additional Members Added To The List Of Firefighters Who Have Died As National Fallen Firefighter Weekend Is Marked

On September 29th members of 
the Orange Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment quietly honored past members 
who have died. The annual memorial 
service usually takes place on Me-
morial Day.

Fire Chief Vaughan Dumas noted 
the difference in the timing and cir-
cumstances of this year’s service as he 
addressed members. Night was falling 
and members stood quietly with their 
heads bowed, their faces masked and 
with some distance between members. 

“Had it not been for their contribu-
tions,” Dumas said of past members, 

“we wouldn’t have the foundation we 
have today.”

Dumas noted that the service 
couldn’t be held on Memorial Day 
because of the coronavirus, but that 
Tuesday was an appropriate day be-
cause it came in the middle of National 
Fallen Firefighters Weekend, which 
runs from September 27 through Oc-
tober 4. In addition to the Orange cer-
emony, Vaughan thanked firefighters 
for participating in a state ceremony 
that added Fire Marshal Tim Smith 
to a memorial list at the Connecticut 
Fire Academy in Windsor Locks. Smith 
died in the line of duty in January.

Father Norman Brockett, pastor at 
Holy Infant Parish and a Fire Depart-
ment chaplain, offered prayers for the 
occasion, citing the firefighters’ work 
as inspirational. “We can never repay 
the sacrifices of these courageous fire-
fighters,” he said. “We only acknowl-
edge that they gave all for us. Help us 
to go forward today having received 
from these short moments of prayer 
and meditation a small measure of 
personal aspiration to be like them 
in daily small ways.”

Dumas noted that in addition to 

Smith, Elfo Pol’s name was being 
added to the list of firefighters being 
remembered. Pol passed away in June.

After Vaughan’s comments, he and 
Deputy Fire Chief Charles Sherwood 
read the names of the firefighters who 
had passed away. Those names were:

Charter Members
› Herbert Achtmeyer
› William Achtmeyer
› James Beebe
› Edwin Boppert
› Harold Brown
› John Burns 
› Raymond Carter
› Benjamin Clark Sr.
› George Clark
› Fred Crosby
› John Demarest
› John Gardner
› Clarence Hall
› Robert Harris
› Edward J. Harvey
› W. Arnold Hine 
› Frederick Hine
› George T. Hine
› George Johnson
› William Knight 
› Chester Neal
› Clarence Northrop
› Donald Page
› Edward Savage
› Elbert Scobie
› Alton Terrell
› C.W. Townley
› Chris Winkle Jr.
› Robert J. Woodruff

Active
› Robert T. Baldwin
› Earl Becker
› William Brennan
› John Capecelatro
› Ralph Capecelatro

› Jack Crockett
› Joseph Cuzzocreo
› John Cuzzocreo 
› James Daniel
› Dr. H. Lincoln Dunn
› Arthur Eberlein
› Andrew Fredericksen
› W. Earle Fulton
› Edward Gagel
› Donald Galligan
› George W. Gilson
› Henry Grove
› Robert K. Hathaway
› George T. Hine Jr.
› Ronald Hine
› John Howell
› Clark Howlett
› Ernest Kirchberg
› Peter Logidice
› Norvel Lloyd
› Steven Loomis
› Gene Lubocki
› Elmer Manley
› George McDermott 
› Dr. Leroy Monks
› John O’Brien
› William Olesen
› Axel Petersen
› Clifford Petersen
› Fred Pilbro
› Walter Plummer
› Elmo Pol
› James Richitelli
› Kenneth R. Robinson
› John Ross
› Walter Scott
› James Searles
› George Smith
› Timothy P. Smith
› W. Curtis Sperry
› William Sutherland
› James White
› John P. Wies
› Thomas M. Wright
› Joseph Yarosh

› Harry Zarkos
› Deceased Active
› Charles Palmer 
› Frank J. Kelly Jr.
› John Slater
› James Moran
› Kenneth Mitchell Sr.
› Clayton Pilbro 
› Albert Clark Jr.
› John Seninowski
› Joseph Swatt
› Roger Patrick
› James Ewen
› Harrie Patrick
› Ray Stock
› Frank W. Knight 
› Honorary Member
› Harold McGrath Jr.

The Orange Volunteer Fire Asso-
ciation provides fire protection to 
residents and businesses in Orange 
and, through mutual aid, surrounding 
towns. Members receive training in 
fire suppression, rescue, hazardous 
materials response, homeland se-
curity issues and other emergency 
services. 

Operating strictly with revenues 
from fund-raisers and donations, the 
Orange Volunteer Fire Department is 
one of the remaining few all-volun-
teer incorporated fire departments 
in Connecticut. Active members are 
on-call to serve the community on a 
24-hour/seven-day basis, responding 
from stations on Orange Center Road 
and Boston Post Road.

In addition, the fire company offers 
public education services including 
lectures, demonstrations and training. 
For information about membership, 
donations or public education, call 
(203) 891-4703, click on https://www.
orangevfd.org/ or find us on Facebook.

Fine Art Supplies   Children’s Art Supplies & Kits
Custom & Ready-Made Picture Frames

Fine Writing Instruments, Ink & Journals
Art Novelties & Gifts

1144 Chapel Street  New Haven

Order Online at www.HullsNewHaven.com
Free Delivery in New Haven County - No Minimum Order.  Deliveries in 1-3 Days.
In-Store or Curbside Pickup also Availale.  See website for hours.

EVERYTHING YOUR ART DESIRES

TOWN DEPARTMENTS & AGENCIESTOWN DEPARTMENTS & AGENCIES
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“Fire Truck $50K Challenge”

Last Chance to Join the Team
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HOUSES OF WORSHIP EVENTSHOUSES OF WORSHIP EVENTS

A First! Rejoicing With 
The Torah Outdoors!

On Sunday morning, October 11th 
Congregation Or Shalom in Orange 
held its Celebration of Simchat Torah – 

“Rejoicing with the Torah” – outdoors. 
Simchat Torah is the annual world-
wide celebration of the completion 
of the reading of the Torah, the first 
of the bible’s books. “The reason for 
moving our celebration outdoors was 
to make this event possible for a larger 
number of participants, in this age 
of pandemic awareness,” commented 
Rabbi Alvin Wainhaus, adding, “Be-
sides, the weather was spectacular!”

14th Annual Community-Wide 
Kristallnacht Commemoration

Congregation Or Shalom in Orange, 
in partnership with the Jewish Feder-
ation of Greater New Haven, will hold 
its 14th Annual Community-Wide Kris-
tallnacht Commemoration on Sunday, 
November 15th at 9am. This year we 
will honor the conscience and heroism 
of Mr. Odd Nansen of Norway.

As Adolf Hitler’s noose was tight-
ening around the neck of German 
Jewry, Odd Nansen, a Norwegian ar-
chitect, threw himself into the work 
of providing a safe-haven for Jewish 
refugees and all who were fleeing Nazi 
persecution. To that end, he and his 
wife Kari created “Nansen-hjelpen” 
(“Nansen-Relief”), a humanitarian or-
ganization in Oslo as well as a shelter 
for refugee children.

On April 9, 1940, Norway was over-
run by Nazi Germany. Tragically, by 
late 1942, most of Nansen’s refugees 
had been systematically murdered by 
the Nazi regime, along with many of 
Norway’s Jews. However, Nansen’s 
brave staff at the children’s shelter 
managed to rescue 14 children by se-
cretly transporting them to Sweden. 
These children survived the Holocaust 
and subsequently found new homes all 
over the world. Some are believed to 
still be alive today.

Meanwhile, Odd Nansen joined 
the Norwegian resistance against 
the Nazis. He was arrested by the 
Gestapo in 1942 and deported to the 
Nazi concentration camp at Sachsen-
hausen, Germany. In Sachsenhausen, 
Nansen courageously maintained a 
secret diary on tissue-paper pages. The 
diary included vivid drawings of the 
horrific details of camp life as they 
happened, in real time. The diary and 
drawings were published after the war 
and provide an important first-hand 

account of the atrocities perpetrated at 
Sachsenhausen. After the war, Nansen 
published his diary in Norway, where 
it was and is still widely known. The 
diary was re-published and annotated 
in English in 2016 as “From Day to Day” 
by Timothy Boyce.

At Sachsenhausen, Nansen risked 
his life to save a ten-year-old Jewish 
boy named Tommy who had sur-
vived the infamous death march from 
Auschwitz. Today, Tommy is Professor 
Thomas Buergenthal, a former judge 
on the International Court of Justice 
at the Hague and Professor Emeritus 
at George Washington University Law 
School in Washington, DC. Years later, 
Professor Buergenthal would write, 

“Odd Nansen not only saved my life; 
he also enriched it with his philoso-
phy of life.”

The entire community is invited to 
join this event, held virtually this year 
via Zoom. It will begin at 9am with the 
solemn lighting of a Yellow Holocaust 
Memorial Candle. Speakers include 
Timothy Boyce, Senator Richard Blu-
menthal and Rabbi Alvin Wainhaus, 
spiritual leader of Congregation Or 
Shalom. The Nansen family in Oslo 
will also participate.

Please contact jewishnewhaven.
org/RSVP to register. Pre-registration 
is required.

Holy Infant Church 
Women’s Guild 

This past summer, the Holy Infant 
Church Women’s Guild was very proud 
to present a $1,000 scholarship to 
graduating senior Mattea Salati. The 
scholarship winner is chosen from the 
parish based on academic achievement, 
community and school participation, 
and church service. Mattei’s applica-
tion clearly documented her outstand-
ing efforts and achievements in all of 
these areas.

Starting the Guild’s new year in 
September, the annual membership 
tea was cancelled due to COVID 19. 
The Guild held a Bake-less Bake Sale 
at the end of the month.

For the October meeting, there was 
a talk on breast cancer awareness by 
Dr. Andrea Silver of Yale via remote 
access by Zoom. The Guild also partic-
ipated in the Boscov’s Friends Helping 
Friends event.

The Guild’s fundraisers help with 
larger charitable works such as filling 
pocketbooks for underprivileged and 
homeless women in the New Haven 
area. Last year the Guild was fortu-
nate to donate 70 filled pocketbooks, 
which were distributed at the Sunrise 

Café’s Christmas Breakfast. This year 
we will be very happy to gather about 
40 pocketbooks which will be filled 
at our November meeting with warm 
hats, gloves, and hygiene products. 
Throughout the year our ladies bake 
goodies and collect socks, coats, under-
wear, and toiletries for a New Haven 
men’s shelter through the Midnight 
Run program. In November we will 
purchase and roast turkeys for the New 
Haven Community Soup Kitchen. Fi-
nally, as in past years, the Guild mem-
bers are blessed to be able to purchase 
Christmas gifts for needy families. That 
brings us to December, the end of 2020 
and with great hope for the beginning 
of a better new year.

Holy Infant ChurchCongregation Or Shalom

Pictured above are Rabbi 
Wainhaus, President Bob 

Spaulding and one of the families 
that attended the celebration.

Congregation Beth El 
– Keser Israel Events

Indoor Services
› Fridays 6:00 pm

Outdoor Services 
(weather permitting)

› Sundays 9:00 am**
› Mondays 5:45 pm**
› Saturdays 9:30 am
** also available via Zoom, like other 

daily services

Children’s Services
Children’s Havura (up to age 5) and 

K-2 Kehila hold outdoor Shabbat ser-
vices in the BEKI courtyard. For more 
information, consult Youth & Family 
Programming Director Annie Nor-
man-Schiff, anormanschiff@beki.org.

Youth Group Event
BEKI’s USYers will pack Thanksgiv-

ing baskets for food insecure families 
on Sunday, November 22. For more 
information, contact Annie Nor-
man-Schiff.

Wednesday Schmoozes
BEKI high school students will take 

on chess master Jim Eade, best known 
for his books “Chess for Dummies” and 

“The Chess Player’s Bible,” in an hour of 
chess playing, commentary and learn-
ing on November 4.

BEKI’s film and discussion series 
about racial justice starts on November 
11 with a discussion of the film “I Am 
Not Your Negro,” a 2016 award-win-
ning documentary, narrated by Samuel 
L. Jackson, about James Baldwin’s ob-
servations on American race relations.

New Haven Mayor Justin Elicker 
will be the guest for a Town Hall dis-
cussion on November 18.

On December 2, Corey Stone, who 
was part of the executive team at the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau, will discuss issues of debt, debt 

See “Beth-El Keser” On Page 23

Congregation Beth El-Keser Israel
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Congregation B’Nai 
Jacob Events

Our Building is Closed, but Our Community is Open!

Please join us on Livestream or 
Zoom! To register for a Zoom event, 
please call the office at (203)389-2111.

Weekend Happenings
Friday

› 6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat - 
on Zoom only

Saturday
› 9:00 am Bread & Torah
› 10:00am Shabbat service - live 

in the tent weather permitting 
and on Zoom

Sunday
› 9:00am Sunday School on Zoom

Upcoming Classes 
& Events
Rabbi Shapiro’s Fall Class
A Bride for One Night
Mondays, 7:30-9:00pm

On Zoom:
› November 2, 9,16,30
› December 7, 14, 21
› January 4, 11

In her engaging book, “A Bride for 
the Night,” Ruth Calderon rewrote 
Talmudic tales as richly imagined 
short stories, affording the reader an 
entrance into the fascinating world 
of this core ancient text. We will read 
the stories in their original in the 
Talmud as well as reading Calderon’s 
retellings of them. We will embark 
on an imaginative journey into the 
world of the Talmud and get to know 
it in new and surprising ways. No 
background or Hebrew necessary. All 
are welcome. Zoom only — zoom 
link will be sent to participants upon 
registration. To register, email office@
bnaijacob.org or call 203-389-2111.

Family Learning
The best Jewish education is fam-

ily education, when a whole family 
engages in learning together. We are 
excited to do this once a month with 
all of you, as the situation allows.

Our First MONTHLY In-
Person Family Workshop
On the Doorposts of Your 
House and Upon Your Gates
Sunday morning, November 
8, 10:00am - 12:00pm

We will make beautiful mezuzot 
that you can proudly display at home 
and learn all about why we have me-
zuzot, what’s inside them, and why.

We will hold this program safely 
distanced, in our auditorium with a 
table for each family. Masks will be 
worn at all times and bathroom use 
will be one person at a time. If the 
weather permits, we will have snacks 
outdoors. If the guidelines change, 
we will modify the plan.

This program is part of the reli-
gious school, open for all children 
12 and under with a parent and/or 
grandparent. Siblings welcome.

Newcomers welcome - please 
call the office for more information. 
(203) 389-2111

RSVP by November 1 so we can 
prepare supplies and the room 
as needed.

Adult Ed Speaker - on Zoom
Daniel Headrick, Ph.D.
Sunday, December , 10am
“Climate Change: A 
New Perspective”

This talk draws on Professor 
Headrick’s book, “Humans Versus 
Nature: A Global Environmental His-
tory.” Please call the office to register 
(203) 389-2111.

Attention Boys & 
Girls Ages 11-17!

Join the fun and adventure of 
Scouts BSA!

Do you enjoy the outdoors? Camp-
ing, hiking, rock climbing, canoeing, 
and roasting marshmallows around a 
campfire are just a few of the things 
that Scouts can do with their friends. 
For more information contact Jona-
than Glassman at 203-701-8522.

HOUSES OF WORSHIPHOUSES OF WORSHIP

P.O. Drawer 966 | 378 Boston Post Road | Orange, CT 06477
P: (203) 795-1211 • F: (203) 795-1215

www.� omandepaola.com • o�  ce@� omandepaola.com

Protecting what’s important to you
Estate Planning | Estate Administration/Probate

Medicaid Planning | Special Needs Planning
Questions? Call us to set up a no-charge, no-pressure meeting.

Steven P. Floman, Allison M. DePaola-Drozd, and Nicole Camporeale of the law fi rm Floman De-
Paola, LLC are the authors of this article.  This article has been prepared for general informational 
purposes only and is not intended to constitute legal advice or to create an attorney client relation-
ship.  Readers should not act upon the information contained in this article without seeking advice 
from an attorney regarding the specifi c facts and circumstances of your case. 

Are you married? Does one of you depend on the other for 
help with activities of daily living? Are you concerned that 
the surviving spouse may not be able to live independently 
if the “helper spouse” died � rst? If you answered “yes” to 
those questions, you may bene� t from a Family Asset Pro-
tection Trust (“FAPT”). 

What is a FAPT and how does a FAPT work?
• It is a testamentary trust that sets aside assets a� er your 

death for the bene� t of the surviving spouse, rather than 
giving assets outright to your spouse.

• It shelters the assets in the FAPT to protect those assets 
should the surviving spouse apply for Medicaid (Title 
XIX). � at is because the assets in the FAPT will not be 
considered owned by the surviving spouse or available 
to the surviving spouse when determining eligibility.

• Even though assets in the FAPT are not considered avail-
able to the surviving spouse, the Trustee(s) (typically a 
child or children) has the discretion to use assets in the 
FAPT to provide the surviving spouse with income and/
or assets to pay for things the surviving spouse needs. 

• Any assets that have been protected in the FAPT that are 
not used by the surviving spouse can pass down to chil-
dren/grandchildren without needing to “pay back” for 
Medicaid bene� ts the surviving spouse received. 

If you want to protect assets and be able to pass something 
down to children/grandchildren, but worry that the high 
cost of long term care may prevent you from doing that, a 
FAPT may be right for you. If you have questions about the 
FAPT we would be happy to speak with you during a no-
charge initial consultation, no matter how long it lasts.

DID YOU KNOW?
Is A Family Asset Protection 

Trust  Right For You?

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.
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By Dennis Marsh 
All senior center activities, class-

es are limited, and trips are canceled. 
Please check the senior center website 
at www.orange-ct.gov/782/communi-
ty-services for further information. Or 
feel free to call the senior center office 
at (203) 891-4784.

New Software
During the Covid quarantine we 

stayed busy. Orange Community Ser-
vices installed new software. Senior 
Center members will be given a key 
tag to use at a new kiosk which will 
be in the HPCC front lobby. You will 
use the key card to sign in for classes, 
activities and volunteering. More in-
formation to follow.

Virtual Show
Join Friendship Tours FREE Virtual 

Show featuring the amazing Edward 
Twins on November 17 at 6:30pm. 
Registration is required. To register 
go to: https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZIofuCvrDIvHtYI-
AeLtEPqZE6hYuwwlSHRq. After regis-
tering, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about 
joining the show. See a preview of the 
show on our YouTube page: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=BM-
p7lM93LcE. See a message from 
the Edwards Twin about the show: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-

8qsuEMeL3s.

Virtual Classes
If you would like to participate in 

David Chandler’s Tai Chi via Zoom—
call the office with your email and we 
will ask the instructor to email you 
an invite.

If you would like to participate in 
Chair Exercise while at home, visit 
the Town Website at Orange-ct.gov 
and under Departments you will see 
a link to the Senior Center. There 
you will find the Chair Exercise vid-
eo - https://media.discovervideo.com/
show?vg=2e01f56ca0&vt=1&ch=f-
0ba0e7d06. Chair Exercise has re-
sumed Monday, Wednesday, and Fri-
days at 11:00am. Details are subject 
to change as warranted.

Classes
In order to begin to reopen the sen-

ior center for activities we must adhere 
to state guidelines. At this point in 
time we must wear facial coverages 
and practice 6 feet of social distanc-
ing. All classes must be signed up for 
in advance in the senior center office.

Some classes are coming back, and 
others are planned to be back:

Afghan Ladies 4th Monday at 
1:00pm in Senior Lounge. Next meet-
ing is November 23;

Bocce meets Wednesday at 
10:00am at the Bocce Court;

Fitness Tuesday & Thursday at 
8:30am with Danielle in Café;

Laughter Yoga meets Wednesday 
at 11:00am;

Yoga Monday with Andrea at 
9:00am in room 3 & 5;

Yoga Wednesday with Andrea at 
9:30am in room 3 & 5; and

Zumba Gold Friday with Danielle 
at 8:30am in Café.

Frozen Meals
There is a special meal program 

consisting of a box of 5 frozen meals 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. We 
can deliver the meals, or you can come 
by and pick the meals up. Delivery is 
only available to Orange residents. Call 
the office to complete an application. 
A suggested donation of $3 per meal 
would be greatly appreciated.

Community Services has an Emer-
gency Food Bank available for Orange 
residents in need. Call (203) 891-4788 
for assistance.

AARP Safe Driving 
Courses

AARP announced that all in-person 
AARP activities have been canceled 
through the end of 2020. AARP Smart 
Driver online course is an alternative, 
especially for those who need to renew 
their car insurance discount. AARP has 
extended its special 25% off discount 
through the end of the year.

Website: www.aarpdriversafety.org
Promo code for 25% discount: 

DRIVINGSKILLS
Good through December 31, 2020

Legal Clinic
We are resuming our Legal Clinic 

services. Attorney Floman DePaola’s 
office will conduct appointments via 
telephone on the first Wednesday of 
the month. Appointments will be 
for 1/2 an hour beginning at 9:00am. 
Please call the senior center at 203-
891-4788 to schedule an appointment. 
We will forward the schedule to Flo-
man DePaola office who will then con-
tact you at the scheduled time. Please 
be home for the appointment.

Medicare Seminars
Join us when Marc Figlar presents 

Connecticut Care on November 2, 
United Health Care on November 9, 
Anthem on November 16, Carepart-
ners on November 23, and Wellcare 
on November 30; all at 1:00pm.

All seminars will be held at the 
Community Center. Remember, we 
will be maintaining social distance and 
wearing facial coverings. Seating is 
limited due to Covid so you will need 
to preregister at (203) 891-4788.

Trips
All Senior Center trips through 

2020 are canceled. 

FROM THE SENIOR CENTERFROM THE SENIOR CENTER

• • Accidents And Personal Accidents And Personal InjuryInjury

• • Business Formation And Business Formation And 
RepresentationRepresentation

• • CollectionsCollections

• • Criminal, Criminal, DUI/DWIDUI/DWI Defense Defense

• • Family LawFamily Law

• • Foreclosure LitigationForeclosure Litigation

• • General LitigationGeneral Litigation

• • Landlord/Tenant LawLandlord/Tenant Law

• • Local Administrative Local Administrative Board Board 
PracticePractice

• • Real Estate TransactionsReal Estate Transactions

• • Wills And EstatesWills And Estates

• • Workers’ CompensationWorkers’ Compensation

Engaged in the Engaged in the 
General Practice of General Practice of 
Law Including:Law Including:

CALL ME AT (203)799–CROW(2769)
LOCATED AT THE ORANGE OFFICE BUILDING

378 BOSTON POST RD. ORANGE, CT 06477

Got a legal Got a legal 
question?question?
Ask your hometown 
lawyer at your FREE 
INITIAL CONSULTATION.
Evening, weekend and 
home visit appointments 
available upon request.

David E. Crow, Jr.
Attorney at Law

The Law Offi ce of
David Crow, LLC

Medicare Seminar
By Denise Stein

So it is not too late to come and 
join a Medicare Seminar. In November 
we will have Connecticare on Nov,2; 
United Health Care on Nov 9; Anthem 
on Nov. 16, Carepartners Nov, 23 and 
Wellcare on Nov, 30.

All seminars will be held at the Com-
munity Center at 1:00. Reservations 
are required so that we may follow 
Covid-19 regulations. 

If interested please call the office 
at 203-891-4788 for an appointment. 
We look forward to seeing you soon.

VA Dedicates West 
Haven Annex

VA Connecticut Healthcare System 
dedicated the opening of the West Ha-
ven Annex, 200 Edison Road in Orange 
during a 10am ceremony on October 
16. The Honorable Pamela J. Powers, 
Acting VA Deputy Secretary was sched-
uled to appear. Masks were required. 
Social distancing was observed.

The annex is a new 45,000 square 
foot state-of-the-art facility that will 
house outpatient programs former-
ly located at the Errera Community 
Care Center in West Haven. The annex 
will serve more than 2,300 veterans 
experiencing serious mental illness, 
substance use disorders, homelessness 
and housing issues.

Having outgrown its space in a con-
verted factory in West Haven, this new 
location allows VA Connecticut to ex-
pand services to help veterans obtain 
their goals to live successfully and as 
productive citizens. The outpatient 
programs include:

› Substance use group programming;
› Mental health case management 

programs (a national model);
› Wellness center including a gym 

that promotes Whole Health and 
focuses on wellness  a n d 
strengths of individuals;

› Therapeutic Supported Employ-
ment Services; and

› Recovery-oriented group program-
ming that teaches real world skills 
and coping strategies.

There is a new veteran computer 
lab developed with a nonprofit partner 
to provide Veterans with technology, 
equipment and skills to help them 
search for jobs, develop resumes, ex-
plore educational opportunities and 
find housing.

The annex has a full kitchen to pro-
vide nutritious therapeutic lunches 
and where Veterans can work with a di-
etitian to develop healthy habits. Vet-
erans can also practice interpersonal 
skills that they learn in group formats 
when sharing their meal together.

Several national VA program offices 
will also be housed at this location.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
Tell them you saw their ad in the Orange Town News.
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Below are just a few of the wonderful things for sale that can be seen
Saturdays from 10-3 at 605 Orange Center Road.

Come browse in the museum and the “furniture barn” out back.

The Orange Historical Society

For information call 203-795-3106

Charlie Sherwood: You know, peo-
ple don’t spend money on things that 
don’t mean anything to them. People 
spend money on things that mean 
something to them. And all of these 
people – THE ORANGE ARMY, as we 
now call them – thought so well of us 
that they stepped up and contribut-
ed. To be part of the OVFD and to be 
thought of in this way…It’s a privilege 
really. Rewarding stuff.

OVFD: Why I Serve
Bert Gallant: I Love the Town and 

the OVFD Department. I love being 
involved in it. I love the fact that I 
can contribute something. My OVFD 
participation has evolved. I started by 
working as a Volunteer at the Carnival. 
Currently, my work is more “behind 
the scenes” tending to the books, the 

budget process, & serving on Com-
mittees. I make a contribution that 
is noticed & appreciated. And I enjoy 
the satisfaction that I get from making 
that contribution. It enriches you, and 
I am proud to be part of the OVFD 
organization. So even if you are not 
an active Fire-Fighter, there are op-
portunities in the OVFD to contribute 
& to serve.

Charlie Sherwood: It’s empower-
ing. It’s rewarding. It’s exciting. For 
example, you get a call in the middle 
of the night, a CO alarm. You go to the 
house, your neighbor’s house – most 
often a neighbor unknown at the out-
set – and you address the matter. You 
solve the problem. “All is Okay” you 
tell them. The appreciative words come 
back “Thank you.” But it’s more. It’s the 
building of these relationships with the 
population across the Town of Orange. 
These are the valuable things in life. 

And it results – over years & years – in 
building trust.

Bert Gallant: It’s a culture of giving. 
It’s a culture of wanting to give. I see it 
now in Father-Daughter relationships 
in the OVFD. That we are all in this To-
gether. You know, when on the OVFD 
it’s the whole family that contributes. 
You may miss the Turkey on Thanks-
giving, or part of a celebration event. 
So, it’s the whole family that sacrifices 
when a spouse is out on a call.

It’s Love of Community, a Love of 
Serving the Community. The whole 
Town of Orange is like that. For me, 
that makes it feel like part of a Family.

Charlie Sherwood: If you have a 
value in yourself for commitment, if 
you have a value in yourself for helping 
others, then consider participating in 
the OVFD & providing emergency ser-
vice response. I’ve been doing this for 
over 50 years and it never gets tiring. 

Or Boring. And it’s a good feeling men-
toring younger members and working 
with past OVFD Chiefs (Fred Knight, 
Charlie Gagel, John Knight) and the 
current Chief, Vaughan Dumas, to en-
sure that the OVFD can help the people 
of the Town in the future. I would love 
to know that the OVFD will be serving 
the community when it reaches “150 
years of service.”

As we wind down this project, you 
can still join the Team. It’s the last 
chance. Join THE ORANGE ARMY. 
Become involved in “Fire Truck $50K 
Challenge.” By doing so, you’ll make a 
measurable difference.

Every contribution – no matter the 
size -- is valued. The link to the Go-
FundMe page is on the Town website 
www.orange-ct.gov or on the OVFD 
website www.orangevfd.org. Checks 
can be mailed directly: OVFD, P.O. Box 
878, Orange, CT 06477. Thank you.

“$50K Challenge” From Page 4

forgiveness, bankruptcy and finances 
through the lens of Jewish texts.

From 8:00 to 9:00pm on Zoom, 
BEKI Schmoozes include a presenta-
tion and time for questions. To request 
the link, email office@beki.org.

A Family’s Account of 

Separation and Survival
Daphne Geismar, author of the 

new book “Invisible Years” about her 
Jewish family’s years of hiding in the 
Netherlands during WWII, will speak 
at the Zoom Schmooze 11 am, Sunday, 
December 6.

Located at 85 Harrison Street (corner of 
Whalley Avenue - Route 63 - in Westville)

“Beth-El Keser” From Page 20

www.WoodbridgeTownNews.com
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That’s What Library 
Friends Are For

Over the past few years, the Friends 
of the Case Memorial Library have 
donated over $25,000 to the library 
for programs and services, with funds 
accrued from the sale of used book 
donations from the community.

The mission of the Friends is to ex-
tend literacy and cultural programs to 
everyone in the community. Friends’ 
programs have included bluegrass, 
gospel, jazz, folk, and classical mu-
sic presentations, as well as cooking 
demonstrations. The Friends also 
sponsor Storytime for Toddlers, Craft 
and Music programs for Tweens and 
Young Adults and the Summer Read-
ing Program.

Expanding services beyond the li-
brary building, the Friends subsidize 
Museum Passes for free or reduced 
admission to 25 museums and cultural 
attractions in Connecticut, such as 
the Barnum Museum, Beardsley Zoo, 
Discovery Museum and Planetarium, 
Mark Twain House, Mystic Aquari-
um/Seaport, New Britain Museum of 
American Art, New England Air Muse-
um, Peabody Museum and Shore Line 
Trolly Museum.

Another Friends’ program, the an-

nual Oscar nominee films are offered 
in the afternoon (with closed captions) 
and evening showings.

In memory of one of the founding 
Friends, the Friends award the annual 
Lucy Scillia Scholarship of $1000.00 
to a Senior in an area high school who 
plans to pursue a college degree at an 
accredited university or college.

The Friends’ renewal of “The Book 
Page”, a newspaper about new and 
noteworthy books is free for library 
patrons. The Friends also fund addi-
tional copies of popular books to ac-
commodate increased demand.

At Christmastime, the Friends 
invite local business and non-profit 
groups to provide festive theme-relat-
ed decorations for the library.

The Friends appreciate all communi-
ty book donations for resale, providing 
funds for programs and activities. Be-
sides book sales, used books, priced at 
$2.00 each, are always available in the 
Friends’ Bookcase adjacent to the main 
entrance. Because of limited activities 
due to COVID, this is a great time to 
weed home bookshelves, in readiness 
for funding future programs of the 
Friends when the library reopens.

THE ORANGE TOWN NEWS ONLINE
Online Version of the Orange Town News

www.OrangeTownNews.com

Get to Know Jack 
of the Lantern

The toothy grins of jack-o’-lanterns 
are as much a part of Halloween as 
candy corn and costumes. Even though 
these carved pumpkins have become 
synonymous with Halloween, the fes-
tive gourds weren’t always tied to the 
October holiday.

The history behind jack-o’-lanterns 
is not entirely known and there are 
multiple origin stories, but people may 
have been making these carvings for 
centuries.

One tale traces the origin back to 
Ireland and a popular Irish myth. Ac-
cording to History.com, the tradition 
involves a man nicknamed “Stingy 
Jack.” As the story goes, Stingy Jack 
invited the devil to share a drink with 
him. Being the cheapskate his name 
implies, Jack didn’t want to pay for 
the drinks, and he convinced the devil 
to turn himself into a coin that Jack 
could use to buy the beverages. After 
the devil transformed, Stingy Jack in-
stead pocketed the money and placed 
it next to a silver cross, which pre-
vented the devil from changing back 
into his original form. Jack made the 
devil promise that should Jack die, he 
wouldn’t claim his soul. Eventually 
Jack freed the devil, but not before he 
tricked him again with another con.

When Stingy Jack eventually died, 
legend states God would not allow 
such a trickster and unsavory char-
acter into heaven. The devil could not 
claim Jack’s soul as promised, but he 

was upset by the tricks Jack had played. 
In turn, the devil then sent Jack off to 
wander the dark night infinitely with 
only a burning coal to light the path. 
Stingy Jack put the coal into a carved-
out turnip and has been traversing the 
planet ever since. Irish storytellers 
first began to refer to Jack’s specter 
as “Jack of the Lantern.” Eventual-
ly the name was shortened to “Jack 
O’Lantern.”

There are other origin stories re-
garding jack-o’-lanterns. Some say the 
term originated in 17th century Britain, 
where it was often customary to call 
men whose names were unknown a 
common moniker like “Jack.” Night 
watchmen who carried lanterns might 
have been called “Jack with the lantern.”

Other theories connect jack-o’-
lanterns to the Celtic pagan practice 
of hallowing out root vegetables and 
carving them with grotesque faces. 
Illuminated by coal or candles, these 
items served to ward off evil spirits. 
When settlers came from Europe to 
America, where turnips and other root 
vegetables were scarce, they used na-
tive pumpkins instead.

Jack-o’-lanterns are often seen 
lighting up the Halloween night. There 
are various theories regarding the or-
igins of the carved gourds. While the 
truth may never be fully known, it’s 
fun to learn about the various origin 
stories connected to this popular sym-
bol of Halloween.
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203-795-FUEL(3835)

38 Marsh Hill Rd., Orange, CT 06477

Orange’s oil company

TamaroOil.com

You Call, We Haul, SAME DAY!

Business Cards Ads As Little As $30 Per Issue
2 Issues for $80 or 5 Issues for $150 • Reach Every Home and Business in Orange!

Send Your Card &Payment to: Orange Town News, P.O. Box 1126 Orange, CT 06477 or pay online at www.OrangeTownNews.com

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY

Orange Historical Society
The Academy Museum

Antique Shop
Open Saturdays 10-3

www.OrangeHistory.org
605 Orange Center Rd.

203-795-3106

OFFERING HOME CARE

I can provide personal care, transportation to 
doctors, shopping etc. Light housekeeping, 
meal preparation & medication reminders.

Companion and overnight care.

For more information call Kathy at 203-808-9640

Sharon Hine
Landscapes, llc

203.668.6315 sharonlandscapes@gmail.com
www.sharonhinelandscapes.com

Landscape Services & Perennial Gardens 

Design & Installation • Property Maintenance

Clean-ups • Mulch • Lawns • Trees • Shrubs • Fences • Stone Work 
NOFA/Organic Land Care • Free Consultation • Insured • References

CT HIC-0639623

J M K R I Z . C O M

Orange’s Exclusive Newspaper
Mailed Free to Every Home in Orange

Mailed Free to Every Business in Orange & Milford

YOUR AD HERE
Call Today: 203-298-4399

GRASSY HILL AUCTIONS, AN ESTATE 
SALE, LIQUIDATION, ATTIC & BASEMENT 
CLEANOUT COMPANY...
...is Always Buying and providing services all over Connecticut. These are just a FEW of the things we 
are looking for: Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments (Saxophones, Trumpets, 
Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone & SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken or Not), 
Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, & MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Oil Paintings, Old Signs, 
Old Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting & Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry, 
Broken Jewelry, Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military Items, Swords & Bayonets, Helmets 
& Patches, Medals & Uniforms, Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical Pencils, 
Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial Items, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt & 
Whitney Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics, Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox & 
Hotwheels, Barbie’s, Folk Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern Furniture, Straight 
Razors, Shaving Items, Political Items, Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs…& THE LIST GOES ON! 
So please give us a call at your earliest convenience. 

Grassy Hill Auctions | (203) 868-1816 | GrassyHillAuctions.com

Experienced tutor for Middle and
High School students in: 
English, Math, Chemistry, Physics, 
Social Studies, Reading Comprehension,
Writing Projects, Study Skills, 
SAT / ACT Test Prep, and 
College Application Essays. 

Academic Tutoring and Test 
Preparation Services

Call David (203) 219-1698, or email 
at ddubinsky.nva@gmail.com
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The Academy Antique Shop Is Open
605 Orange Center Road

ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES, 
DOLLS, CHINA, BOOKS, ETC.  

Time to get out and shop the small 
store, safety precautions in place.  

For information call 203-795-3106
Open every Saturday 10-3.  

Check out our website:  www.orangehistory.org.  
Make us your charity on https://smile.amazon.com.

Coming Soon
The Ghostly Tales of 

Connecticut and New England
Tales of mysteries and legends of co-

lonial times will greet you as you read 
about Connecticut’s haunted history. 
Once called the Nutmeg state, Con-
necticut’s mysterious legends come 
to life even though the main players 
are dead. If the Connecticut book isn’t 
enough to scare you, be sure to read 
the ghostly Tales of New England. So, 
dive into these chapter books but be 

sure to leave a light on…
The Orange Historical Society will 

have these books for sale at $12.99 
each in the near future at its antique 
shop in the Academy Building, 605 
Orange Center Road; hours: Satur-
days, 10am-3pm. For information, 
call 203-795-3106, visit our website: 
www.orangehistory.org or email us at 
orangehistorical@yahoo.com.

Coach Sobel’s Hoop 
Heaven Clinics

Coach Steve Sobel will be holding 
the Hoop Heaven Clinics on November 
14th at the CT Sports Center in Wood-
bridge, CT. Coach Sobel, along with a 
few other coaches, will be helping kids 
develop their skills to prepare for the 
return of basketball, while adhering to 
all COVID guidelines. The clinics will be 
open to boys and girls in grades 4-12.

The clinic on the 14th will be split 
into three sessions: Session 1 (9-10:30 
AM), Session 2 (11-12:30 PM) and 
Session 3 (1-2:30 PM). Session 3 will 
be only for high schoolers and will be 
focused on elite shooting and skills 
training. All COVID guidelines, includ-
ing wearing masks into the facility and 
taking players’ temperatures, will be 
followed. The price per session will 
be $29.00.

Dr. Steve Sobel is a renowned bas-
ketball coach, college professor, and 
motivational speaker. Dr. Sobel has 
been coaching basketball for over 40 
years and has helped the careers of 
many successful basketball stars in 
the Connecticut area, including Kevin 
Freeman (former UConn standout) 
and Jeremy Lamb (Indiana Pacers). 
Coach Sobel also currently coaches 
and trains several young players from 
across Connecticut and Massachusetts.

Coach Sobel’s Hoop Heaven Clinics 
are a great opportunity for young play-
ers of all ages to sharpen their skills 
and enhance their passion for the game 
of basketball. For more information 
about registration, please contact John 
LaFrance at john@johnlafrance.com or 
475-201-6515.

LOCAL SPORTSLOCAL SPORTS

The 169 Club book is available at the 
Academy Museum at 605 Orange 

Center Road on Saturdays from 9-3.  

Ask the author of the Orange 
page to sign it for you.
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Did You Get Away...?
HISTORY CORNERHISTORY CORNER By Ginny Reinhard

Col. Thomas Knowlton
If you didn’t get to Tolland Coun-

ty with my last story, then plan two 
counties at once with Windham 

County, just next 
door, to the east. 

Ashford is the 
first stop in 
what is known 
as the quiet 

corner and be-
lieve me, driving 

through woods to 
get to my destination was quite quiet 
indeed. Formally New Scituate, Ash-
ford was settled in 1710. During the 
Revolutionary War, the famous Knowl-
ton’s Raiders were led by Col. Thomas 
Knowlton with 75 men going to Bos-
ton to fight the British at the Battle of 
Bunker Hill. Often the name Breed’s 
Hill is associated with the name Bun-
ker Hill. Knowlton was covering a re-
treat of Washington’s troops on Long 
Island where he was mortally wounded 
in battle in September of 1776.

Ashford has many old buildings 
dating back to the 18th century and 
was a farming community as were so 
many of our towns in Connecticut. A 
committee elected by an Annual Town 
Meeting was charged with providing 
farmers with the fastest and safest 
routes to market, with direct routes 
from Hartford to Boston and Provi-
dence. Taverns, hotels and blacksmith 
shops grew along the well-traveled 
highways and as the population grew, 
tanneries, carpenter shops, grist mills 
and dairy farms provided additional 
opportunities for its citizenry.

Just a hop, skip and a jump, to the 
south, is Chaplin with 30% of its land 
being preserved with a State forest, 
Joshua’s Trust, a private trust and the 
Legacy Program, a state and federally 
funded land preservation program. As 
with many early towns, church going 

involved going long distances. Benja-
min Chaplin, a wealthy deacon of the 
Mansfield church built his home on the 
Natchaug River* but before he died, in 
1795, he gave $1500 to finance a new 
meetinghouse (church) about a mile 
from his home.

The Historic District is known as 
the Village with homes in the Federal 
and Greek Revival style. Although the 
old post office, country store and tav-
ern are missing, the Village still has 
the charm of a street, suspended in 
time. There are some working farms 
but Chaplin has many of its citizens 
employed at the University of Connect-
icut. One of the more famous aspects 
of Chaplin is Diana’s Pool, located in 
the Natchaug River where fishermen 
enjoy a day along a quiet riverbed and 
visitors from around New England 
come to photograph the pool. Sound 
interesting?

Eastford is just to the north of 
Chaplin where Connecticut Maga-
zine named it the best small town 
in the state, in 1993. Originally part 
of Ashford, Eastford was first settled 
in 1711 with 28.6 square miles cov-
ered by two major forests today. The 
Natchaug State Forest offers fishing, 
hunting, hiking, and horseback riding 
with private campgrounds. The Yale 
Myers Forest is Yale University’s main 
forestry training center and one of 
Connecticut’s top ten birding sites on 
the Nipmunk Trail.

Eastford is loved by astronomers for 
its dark night skies. I bet you can see 
the Milky Way up there. At one time, 
Eastford was an agricultural commu-
nity but with its vast waterways, early 
industry sprang up with all types of 
mills; grain, lumber, cotton, wool, silk, 
as well as an iron foundry. A clover seed 
mill produced 20,000 pounds of seed 
annually. Do you know what the clover 
plants were used for? Industry flour-

ished with palm leaf hats, cart wheels, 
cotton mattresses, carriages, wooden 
washing machines, twine, furniture, 
wooden handles and the ever-loved 
baseball bats.

Isaac Magoon
Within walking distance of the 

town center of Scotland is the birth-
place of Samuel Huntington, one of 
its most prominent citizens. Hunting-

ton was one of four 
signers of the Dec-
laration of Inde-
pendence** from 
Connecticut and 
after returning 

to Connecticut, he 
was elected governor 

in 1786, a position he held until 1796. 
The Town of Scotland was settled in 
1700 and is predominantly rural with 
small farms having the honor of being 
the eighth smallest town in our state.

The Scottish Highland Festival As-
sociation, New England’s largest Scot-
tish event is held in Scotland, the town 
being named by Isaac Magoon, one of 
its first settlers because it reminded 
him of his origins in Scotland. Once a 
farming town, it is now a community 
of citizens working in other towns 
while being part of what is a pictur-
esque, historic and quaint place to live.

To the east of Scotland is Canter-
bury, along the Quinnebaug River. 
The first inhabitants were the Peags-
comsuck Native Americans. The name 
Canterbury, from Kent England, made 
famous by Chaucer with his Canter-
bury Tales, is the origin of the name for 
this Connecticut town. Many settlers, 
during the 18th century, established 
farms and with rivers and streams, 
power was generated for mills, both 
textile and grist. Moses Cleaveland, 
a Canterbury resident, led his fellow 
citizens to the west and founded Cleve-

land, Ohio. The northern portion of 
Ohio was once a Connecticut Reserve 
and many Connecticut town and city 
names can be seen there today.

Prudence Crandall
Another famous resident was Pru-

dence Crandall who established the 
Canterbury Female Boarding School 
in 1831 which provided a varied 

curriculum for girls. In 
1833, Miss Cran-

dall welcomed 
20-year-old Sa-
rah Harris, an 
African-Amer-
ican girl who 

wished to be-
come a teach-

er. The Caucasian 
girls soon withdrew from 
her school and it became a school “for 
young ladies and little misses of color.” 
Girls from several states came to at-
tend the school but Crandall faced legal 
harassment and social ridicule for her 
efforts to educate black girls. The Con-
necticut legislature passed the Black 
Law which stated that no out-of-state 
black student could be educated there 
and the school was forced to close.

Today, the Prudence Crandall Mu-
seum is a National Historic Landmark 
and it is said that her school was the 
first integrated school in the country. 
Prudence Crandall is Connecticut’s 
State Heroine. Oh, did I forget to tell 
you, last time, that Nathan Hale is 
Connecticut’s State Hero? You’ll have 
to look back at my last article to check 
on me. Until the next trip…Enjoy 
Connecticut.

*Native American word meaning “land 
between two rivers.”

**Samuel Huntington’s signature is to 
the right under Roger Sherman and no, 
John Hancock was not from CT, he was 
from Massachusetts.

Signatures of the Signer’s of the Declaration of Independence



for State Senate

“I am not a career politician, nor do I want to be. I am your neighbor who 
has grown tired of the broken promises and the fiscal mess Hartford 
politicians have created. As your state senator, I will not be a rubber 

stamp and I promise I will fight for you just  as hard as I fought to keep 
our communities safe for 20 plus years as a first responder.”

-Mike Southworth

Paid for by Southworth for Senate Casimir Mizera, Treasurer Approved by Mike Southworth.

Mike Southworth for State Senate 
Vote Tuesday, November 3rd

or by Absentee Ballot
w w w . S o u t h w o r t h f o r S e n a t e . c o m  

Mike Southworth is proudly endorsed by …
Milford Police Union | West Haven Police Union | Orange Police Union


