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New Group Gives “Hope” 
to CHildreN & pareNts

By Laura Fantarella - Orange Town News Correspondent

Free yoga and painting classes, panel discussions, fun family events and a sup-
portive community for raising children are all among the goals of the new recently 
established Helping Orange Parents Excel (HOPE) group. The group, developed by 
Orange mom and attorney Tracey Russo, began as a way to help elementary-age 
children with special needs and their parents to connect with each other and share 
support and resources. But the original premise is expanding to include any local 
child and their families who want to participate in events outside of an academic 
setting and to share information and support about a host of parenting issues.

Russo has very personal reasons for founding HOPE. When her young daughter 
underwent a series of evaluations and tests to diagnosis delayed reading issues, the 
family was overwhelmed with unexpected emotions. “We were scared and confused,” 
she said. “We were in a crisis and didn’t know what to do.” But when another mom 
who had had a similar experience reached out to Russo, it was a lifesaver. “She told 

see “hope” continued on page 2

CHristmas Comes early 
for oraNGe family

By Laura Fantarella - Orange Town News Correspondent

Christmas came early this year for the Batista family and the one-of-a-kind gift 
was delivered by Ellen DeGeneres no less. It all began in the fall, while planning a 
winter family vacation to California. Jo-Ann Batista dashed off a quick note to the 
Ellen DeGeneres show, requesting tickets to be in the audience while they were 
there. “I just did it on a whim, it was only a few sentences,” Batista said.

Though brief, the note was written from her heart as she penned that she loved 
Ellen and the show and the upcoming family trip was to be a ‘dream vacation’ for 
the family before her oldest son, Brandon left for college next year.

Shortly thereafter Batista was surprised to get a call from an Ellen staffer asking 
a few follow-up questions, like how many children she had and how often did she 
watch the show. A stylist at Andre Phillips salon in Milford, Batista replied that 
she watched the show every day except Thursday, as that was the day she worked 
a 12-hour shift at the salon. After an animated conversation, the staffer said she’d 
get back to her if tickets were available. Trying not to get her hopes up, Batista was 
elated a few days later when “Maggie from the Audience Department” called her 

see “ellen” continued on page 5
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967 OLD COACH RD aka Lot 2

ORANGE $899,000
4BRs/3 full, 2 half baths. MLS#N353425

Call Tom Cavaliere, 203-795-2700

®

®

258 Markets • 400 Offices • 37 States Across America • Buying • Selling • Mortgage • Insurance • Relocation

236 Boston Post Road, Orange  795-2700
Sales Positions Available, Full or Part Time! Great Income Potential! Call Rich Muttick, 795-2377
Stop by for Career Nights every Tuesday night, 7 to 8 pm. Follow us on Facebook/weichertrp.com

961 OLD COACH RD aka Lot 3

ORANGE $849,000
4BRs/3 full, 2 half baths. MLS#N353427

Call Tom Cavaliere, 203-795-2700

996 OLD COACH RD aka LOT 1

ORANGE $799,900
4BRs/3.5baths. MLS#N353405

Call Tom Cavaliere, 203-795-2700

80 CARRIAGE DR

BETHANY $694,900 – NEW PRICE!
4BRs/2 full, 2 half bath. MLS#N348940

Call Tom Cavaliere, 203-795-2700

22 BRIERWOOD DR

ORANGE $649,900
4BRs/3.5 baths. MLS#N351385
Call Mark Fagan, 203-795-2700

56 BRIAR RD

BETHANY $578,000
4BRs/2.5 bath. MLS#N352168

Call Darlene Eaton, 203-795-2700

335 LONGMEADOW RD

ORANGE $574,000
5BRs/3 baths. MLS#N349431

Call Marsha Oliver, 203-795-2700

17 KEEGAN DR

BETHANY $549,900
4BRs/2.5 baths. MLS#N354539

Call Tom Cavaliere, 203-795-2700

993 WILLARD RD

ORANGE $549,900
3BRs, 2 full, 2 half baths. MLS#N352121

Call Nick Mastrangelo, 203-795-2700

65 ANSONIA RD

WOODBRIDGE $415,000  NEW PRICE
4BRs/4.5 baths. MLS#N357557

Call Tom Cavaliere, 203-795-2700

34 BROOKWOOD RD

BETHANY $399,900
3BRs/2.5 baths. MLS#N354639

Call Tom Cavaliere, 203-795-2700

41 TUMBLEBROOK RD

WOODBRIDGE $399,900
3BRs/2 full, 2 half baths. MLS#N351586
Call Nick Mastrangelo, 203-795-2700

202 POLE HILL RD

BETHANY $369,900
4BRs/2.5 baths. MLS#N353220

Call Tom Cavaliere, 203-795-2700

294 HAWTHORNE LANE

ORANGE $369,900
3BRs/2 baths. MLS#N353055

Call Dan DelVecchio, 203-795-2700

523 HIGHFIELD DR

ORANGE $359,000
3BRs/3 baths. MLS#N356136

Call Tom Cavaliere, 203-795-2700

512 KANUGA TRAIL

ORANGE $340,000 ON DEPOSIT
4BRs/3.5 baths. MLS#N347959

Call Mario Gambardella, 203-795-2700

479 TREAT LANE

ORANGE $339,000
3BRs/2 baths. MLS#N3501823

Call Clinton Tebbetts, 203-795-2700

411 JANET LANE

ORANGE $339,000
3Brs, 1.5 baths. MLS#N351716

Call Audra Digello, 203-795-2700

406 DOGBURN LN

ORANGE $329,900
3BRs/3 bath. MLS#N346587

Call Tom Cavaliere, 203-795-2700

838 WOODRUFF RD

ORANGE $299,000
3BRs/1.5 baths. MLS#N353080

Call Mary Radziszewski, 203-795-2700

341 DERBY AVE

ORANGE $299,000
4BRs/1.5 baths. MLS#N354020

Call Audra Digello, 203-795-2700

25 CEDAR RD

WOODBRIDGE $299,000
3BRs/2.5 baths. MLS#N349503

Call Mike Sirochman, 203-795-2700

68 OAK RIDGE DR

BETHANY $285,000 
3BRs/2 baths. MLS#N356912

Call Tom Cavaliere, 203-795-2700 

424 JANET LANE

ORANGE $254,900
4BRs, 1.5 baths. MLS#N351388

Call Audra Digello, 203-795-2700

951 LITCHEFILED TPKE

BETHANY $229,900
3BRs/1 bath. MLS#N352110

Call Tom Cavaliere, 203-795-2700 

1005 WILLARD RD

ORANGE $219,900
3BRs/1 bath. MLS#N356712

Call Mark Fagan, 203-795-2700

11 MOUNTAIN VIEW RD

BETHANY $209,900
3BRs/2 baths. MLS#N354378

Call Mark Fagan, 203-795-2700

183 BETHMOUR RD

BETHANY $199,900 NEW PRICE!
3BRs/2 baths. MLS#N353258

Call Nick Mastrangelo, 203-795-2700

  RESIDENTIAL RENTALS AVAILABLE

 ON DEPOSIT!

 ON DEPOSIT!
East Haven 3BR/2B Single family $1650 MLS N10006741
Fairfield 3BR/1.5ba Duplex $1800 MLS N10006431
New Haven 3BR/1.5ba Single family $1600 MLS N356565
New Haven 2BR/1ba Multi $1450 MLS N10006714
Orange 4BR/1.5ba single fam $2500 MLS N355456
Trumbull 3BR/4Ba single fam $2400 MLS N367337
West Haven 3BR/1ba single fam $1800 MLS N10005396
West Haven 1BR,1ba multi $1200 MLS N357112
West Haven 2BR,1ba apt $1050 MLS N353313

 ON DEPOSIT!

 ON DEPOSIT!

 ON DEPOSIT!  ON DEPOSIT!

Weichert 
Wishes 
You &
Your 

Family
the Very 

Best 
for a 
Very 

Happy  
Holiday!

Bull’s Head Plaza
73 High Ridge Rd
203-327-7664

Hawley Lane Shoes
499 Westport Ave 
203-847-9400

Shelton Square
862 Bridgeport Ave

203-712-1300

Hawley Lane Plaza
500 Boston Post Rd

203-891-9999

Stamford  •  Norwalk  •  Shelton  •  Orange

FREE Digital
Foot Scan & Foot

Assessment

ORTHOTICS

Featuring

$5 Off
$30 or More*

$10 Off
$80 or More*

$20 Off

$30 Off
1 Per Customer, Not Valid On

Prior Purchases, Not To Be Combined 
With Any Other Offers Or Sales. 

Not  Valid On SALE SHOES, SAS, 
Hunter, UGG, Merrell or Vera Bradley

Expires  1/15/15

Promo: OTN14

HAWLEY LANE
FAMILY PASS

$160 or More*

$250 or More*

Follow Hawley Lane Shoes On

CT’s Largest 

Selection

FREE Gift With UGG® Purchase!*

*w/purchase of UGG® product while supplies last

MEN’S

NEW

me it would all be OK. She’d been through it, and she was a resource for all our 
questions,” Russo said. “That stuck with me and I realized if I can be that person to 
one other mom or dad then this is all worth it. Someone else can make a difference 
and can help you get through the day. I hope HOPE is a catalyst for parents to talk 
with each other and be a resource for those with questions.”

The experience was just as daunting for Russo’s daughter, who was affected socially 
as well as academically as she was routinely called in and out of class for various 
tests and services. It is HOPE’s goal to get children together outside of school so 
their personas are not merely defined by academic success.

While the planned activities are always fun and free, HOPE seeks to introduce 
participants to an activity that also has educational and/or health-related benefits. 
“When we offer the painting class, we will have information about why creative arts 
are important for development,” Russo said. “It’s not only about having fun, the 
kids are learning something too.” Painting and yoga are just a few of the activities 
that can contribute to building self confidence in a way that academics can’t. “We 
watched our daughter come out of her shell when we realized it’s not just about 
academics. We were surprised by how many parts of life academic issues touch 
when you are a kid,” Russo said.

Russo was given the go ahead by the Board of Education, elementary school 
principals and the superintendent as well as $500 loans from Turkey Hill and Peck 
Place and a $500 gift from Race Brook School. Russo’s law firm provided the rest of 
the start- up money that helps fund events and programming. “My husband and I 
felt very strongly that we would dedicate family resources to getting it up and off 
the ground in the hope that eventually it will be self-sustaining. We will be happy 
if it helps somebody,” she said. She also has a team of parent volunteers including, 
Jessica Bakis, Jennifer Moffett, Jane Sender, Jill Querker, Nikki Katt and Melissa 
Mathison who contribute their varied skills to the group.

In the end, kids are kids and Russo gets a lot of satisfaction in just seeing them 
interact and have fun. “These kids are tied together at Mary L Tracey when they 
are in kindergarten and then they separate. When they see each other again at 
these events they have such a good time. Each school’s PTOs do so much already, 
HOPE provides a bridge between the four schools to support what they are already 
doing,” she said.

The first event, yoga, drew 70 participants in four classes and over 22 families 
and more than 50 adults at a “Mom’s Night Out” in the fall. Some upcoming events 
include a panel discussion about how to keep kids safe on the internet and social 
media that will include law enforcement and educators; and an adult wine and 
bourbon tasting fundraiser sometime in the spring. For more information, visit 
orangehope.org.

“hope” continued from page 1
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It is hard for me to believe that we 
have completed our 9th year as “Your 
Hometown Newspaper”, but time 
sure does fly when you are having fun! 
As we approach another year’s end, 
I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish a Joyous Holiday Season & 
Happy New Year to all of our loyal 
readers. The Orange Town News has 
done its best to continue providing 
our readership within and outside of 
Orange, a diverse community newspa-
per that has something for everyone to 
enjoy. As our sister paper, the “Wood-
bridge Town News”, continues to 
grow, area residents have come to rely 
on our publications as their source for 
positive community news, events and 
happenings.

In 2014, the Orange Town News 
was once again proud to produce this 
year’s Independence Day Concert 
and Fireworks Show when the New 
Jersey based “British Invasion 
Tribute” rocked the Orange Fair-
grounds with a “50 Year Anniversary 
Tribute to the Beatles”, followed by 
another spectacular fireworks show 
from our friends at “Zambelli - The 
First Family of Fireworks”. In addi-
tion, we were equally proud to produce 
the 3rd Annual Labor Day Concert 
and welcome into Orange, from Mon-
treal, Canada – “Dreamer – The Su-

pertramp Experience” – featuring 
Emmy Award winning vocalist Phil 
Naro. Plans are already underway 
to bring “Hotel California – The 
Original Eagles Tribute” to Orange, 
making their Connecticut debut for a 
July 4th, 2015 concert & fireworks 
extravaganza! Check these guys out 
at www.hotelcalifornia.ca.

I would like to commend our staff of 
professional writers and contributors at 

the Orange Town News – Laura Fan-
tarella, Melissa Nicefaro, Bettina 
Thiel, Susan Noonan, Ginny Rein-
hard, Roberta Nestor & Ray Spa-
ziani. My editor Marlene Silverstein 
(who has been our editor since day 
one) and our production department 
of Mike Kriz and Katie Carbone con-
tinue to produce top notch publications 
for which area residents can be proud.

In addition, the loyalty of our ad-
vertisers and their continued support 
through their patronage of the OTN & 
WTN has not gone unnoticed. While 
the State & Local economies continue 
to suffer, we are committed to provide 
local businesses, large & small, an af-
fordable means to promote their goods 
and services.

But most of all, my heartfelt thanks 
go out to the hundreds of townspeople 
who submit their letters, articles, 
photos, bulletin board events and 
more. While our paper has grown to 
as many as 52 pages, do not worry; we 
will continue to make room to publish 
your local news and events, no matter 
how big or small.

In addition, as we look towards 2015 
we will be launching our newly en-
hanced websites for our publications 
at www.orangetownnews.com & www.
woodbridgetownnews.com.

Lastly, I would like to personally wish 
you all a Safe, Happy and Healthy 
2015. If you have any comments or 
suggestions, please always feel free to 
contact me at rocky@orangetownnews.
com. Hope to see you all around town.

Sincerely,
Rocky Salperto – Publisher
Orange Town News,
Woodbridge Town News

from the publisher’s deskfrom the publisher’s desk

The Toronto based “Hotel California – The Original Eagles Tribute” will be making 
their Connecticut debut on the Orange Fairgrounds at the 2015 Independence 

Day Concert & Fireworks show produced by the Orange Town News.
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236 Boston Post Road, Orange
Near the intersection of Racebrook Rd. & Post Rd.

HOURS: Monday-Saturday 10 AM to 6 PM
Thursday until 8 PM · Sunday by appointment

Come visit Sonny, Donny and Angelo

Outfi tters to men for over 80 years. 203-795-3399

www.backersclothingct.com

BACKER’S
Your Holiday

Gift Store

Complimentary
Gift Wrapping

Personal Service

Man-sized appetizers

Scotch and 
Bourbon tasting

Cigars and Santa’s 
Helpers

Door Prizes

Beer Pong for Raffl e 
Prizes with a 42” 
TV Grand Prize!

MANLIER THAN
Chuck Norris’ Beard

MANLIER THAN
A Man in a Kilt

Okay, so not quite, but it is the manliest night of shopping of the year. Complete 
with beer pong, whiskey tasting, cigars, man-sized appetizers and Santa’s Helpers. 

Bring a friend and get your holiday shopping done in the manliest way possible.

Thursday, December 18th, 4pm-9pm
MEN’S NIGHT

Family Friendly Since 1955!

Fuel Oils • Burner Service • Air Conditioning

Installation • Budget Plans • Automatic Delivery

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • DIESEL

HEATING & 

COOLING

Owned & Operated by Paul Santacroce & Family

Call Now for a Free Quote

203.387.3638

www.mmfueloils.com

Keeping Your Family

Comfortable All Year

Please Accept Our Invitation For

15¢ 

OFF

PER GALLON

On Your First 

Automatic Delivery

New Accounts Only

SAVE

 229.95

Buy 1 Service Contract 

& Get 2nd Service 

Contract Free!

Subject to Inspection. New Accounts Only.

Tax not included. 

 250

OFF

Boiler or Furnace 

Installations - Oil/Gas!

New Accounts Only

$ 

$   

raCebrook sCHool’s food 
drive a biG suCCess

The Race Brook School Student Council under the leadership of teachers, JoAnne 
Escandon and Pam Galatioto, organized a food drive this fall to benefit Fish of 
Greater New Haven, Inc. and the Orange Community Center, a non-profit food 
pantry that serves New Haven and Orange residents in food crisis. Founded in 1968, 
FISH continues to help those who are homebound, elderly, disabled, unemployed 
or under employed.(www.fishgnh.org)

The message the Student Council sent out for the food drive was, “As you count 
your own blessings, please support our community food drive.” The entire student 
body, with the help of their parents, participated in donating a tremendous amount 
of non-perishable food items, including macaroni and cheese, canned vegetables, 
soup and pasta, coffee, tea, and supermarket gift cards. After two weeks, Norman 
Choiniere, representing FISH, arrived at the school to collect the food. The council 
members proudly presented the donations on behalf of the school.

Attached is a photo of enthusiastic student members who dedicated their time 
and energy to collect the donated food items. The children from the town of Orange 
have proved time and time again how seriously they take their lessons about caring 
and sharing for those in need.
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HOD 983

203–758–6778

This winter be prepared...This winter be prepared...

HeatHeat your house for less!Heat your house for less!
Prospect, CT

* If your package, packed by The UPS Store® center associates using new materials purchased by you and shipped via UPS® on that center’s account, is damaged or lost in 
transit, you’ll be reimbursed for your packing and shipping costs and your item’s value (the lesser of actual value, repair or replacement cost in accordance with the UPS 
Tariff/Terms and Conditions of Service). At participating locations only. Restrictions and limitations apply. See center for details or visit http://www.theupsstore.com/
products-services/packaging-shipping/Pages/guarantee.aspx    
The UPS Store locations are independently owned and operated by franchisees of The UPS Store, Inc. Copyright © 2014 The UPS Store, Inc.   MS410_1791014

This holiday season 
pack and ship with confidence
• Packed by Certified Packing Experts
•  Reimbursement for packing and shipping costs and 

up to your item’s value
• Full refund of packaging materials and service
• Refund for cost of shipping*

Holiday Happiness brought to you by 
The UPS Store®

let our certified 
packing experts pack 

your holiday gifts

Offer expires 12/31/14 Offer expires 12/31/14 Offer expires 12/31/14

Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with other offers. Restrictions apply. Valid 
and redeemable only when presented at a participating location. The UPS Store 
centers are independently owned and operated. © 2014 The UPS Store, Inc.

Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with other offers. Restrictions apply. Valid 
and redeemable only when presented at a participating location. The UPS Store 
centers are independently owned and operated. © 2014 The UPS Store, Inc.

Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with other offers. Restrictions apply. Valid 
and redeemable only when presented at a participating location. The UPS Store 
centers are independently owned and operated. © 2014 The UPS Store, Inc.

Trader Joe's Shopping Plaza
554 Boston Post Rd
Orange, CT 06477
store5292@theupsstore.com
theupsstorelocal.com/5292
facebook.com/theupsstore5292

Regina Sauer  
203.494.3421

RealEstate

Wishing All a Happy Holiday & Joyous New Year

www.RLWD.com  
203.787.7800

I’ve sold 11 homes
 in Orange to 

happy families this year. 
Are you ready 

to sell your home? 
Call me for 

remarkable results.

at work. “She said, ‘Hi Jo-Ann, I hear you enjoy the show,’ and when I said “Yes 
very much, she said, ‘Well this is Ellen’ and from there it was just pandemonium!” 
Ellen personally invited her and a guest to come to the show, not during her family 
vacation trip, but the following week. So Jo-Ann and her husband Angelo flew out 
and sat in the audience.

As if that whole experience wasn’t enough, Batista was stunned when during the 
final moments of the show; Ellen replayed the clip of her call to Jo-Ann and called 
her onstage. “As soon as I saw the clip I started crying and Ellen said ‘tears of joy 
I hope!’” she said. But the best was yet to 
come. As Ellen told the audience that the 
only day Batista did not watch the show 
was Thursdays because of her long work 
day, she guided Batista to the side of the 
stage. To her disbelief, the door opened 
and a hairdresser’s chair with a large TV 
mounted to the back was wheeled onstage. 
Batista was floored and the audience was 
howling with laughter as Ellen said, “I can’t 
have you missing the show on Thursdays; 
you never know what you are going to miss 
so you are not going to miss a show ever 
again while you are at the hair salon! Their 
hair may not look as good when you are 
cutting their hair and watching the show 
but at least you are watching the show and 
it doesn’t matter because they won’t see 
the back of their hair anyway!” She also 
received a tee shirt that said, “My hairdresser was on the Ellen Show!” Days later 
the unique stylist’s chair was delivered to Batista’s Hemlock Hill Road home where 
it has a prominent place in her living room. The Batistas took the red eye back home 
and Batista drove straight to work at the salon where she watched the show air with 
the entire staff at Andre Phillips.

Still Batista does not know why the show singled out her letter from the millions 
it receives each year. “I kept asking, ‘Why me?’ I must have asked at least twelve 
times until the staff told me to stop asking,” she said. “I still don’t know the reason, 
maybe because I’m a big fan or they liked my story although it wasn’t much of a 
story, I’m just here living my quiet life.”

The experience is one she’ll remember for the rest of her life. “It was so unbeliev-
able, it was a complete dream and I enjoyed every minute of it. I was just extremely 
lucky. She makes me laugh every day. I love her and love her show,” Batista said.

And if she ever thinks it was all indeed just a dream, Batista only has to peek in 
her living room and see the brand new leather hairdressing chair to remind herself 
it was all real.

“ellen” continued from page 1

Dr. Rocio
Alicea, O.D.

Comprehensive eye exams, diagnoses and treatment.

Latest style prescription eyewear and sunglasses.

240 Indian River Road • Orange, CT
(Spring Brook Commons directly behind Christmas Tree Shop Plaza)

203-553-9797 • www.veovisioncenter.com
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50 Years of Caring—Delivered Right  
in Your Neighborhood!

We’ve grown dramatically over the years yet 

we’ve never lost sight of the importance of the 

Patient–Doctor relationship—and we never will!

BRANFORD • ESSEX • GUILFORD • HAMDEN • NEW HAVEN • NORTH HAVEN • MADISON • MILFORD • ORANGE • SHELTON • WALLINGFORD

 
 

Open Nights and Weekends in 3 nearby locations  

CT-ORTHO.COM 
203.407.3500  

  ORANGE BRANFORD HAMDEN

 Weekdays 3PM–8PM 3PM–8PM 3PM–8PM

 Saturdays 9AM–5PM 9AM–5PM 9AM–5PM

 Sundays 9AM–2PM 1PM–5PM 8AM–12PM203.407.3550 

The messages psychic medium 
Vanessa Squeglia delivers from loved 
ones in the spirit world to those they 

left behind may 
vary from person to 
person, but there are 
three words departed 
souls’ ask her to pass 
on again and again – 
“please don’t cry”.

Squeglia ,  an 
Orange native, is 
the owner of Nutmeg 

Healing Center and claims to have the 
unique gift of channeling messages from 
those who have passed. Now in her mid-
50s, Squeglia knew she had a rare gift 
when she was just four years old and her 
grandfather died suddenly of a heart 
attack at age 54. As the family gath-
ered together in grief, young Squeglia 
wondered what all the fuss and upset 
was about. “I saw him standing among 
everyone watching and he was perfectly 
fine,” she recalled. When she told her 
relatives that, her mom bent down and 
looked her squarely and seriously in the 
eye. “Pop Pop is in heaven,” she said. “I 
know,” Squeglia replied. Realizing that 
no one else could see what she could, 
she made a conscious decision at a very 
young age to keep the gift to herself. “In 
my little head I understood that no one 
got it so why bother? I never even told 
my best friend I had this ability,” she 

said. “I could see departed souls – not 
all the time, but when I tuned in.” And 
what is clear to her is there is indeed a 
heaven where the skies are always blue 
and the diseases, petty jealousies, fears, 
pain and worries of this world disappear 
when the soul leaves this physical world. 
It is not the end of life, but another di-
mension where there are still lessons 
to be learned, higher levels of being to 
be achieved and ways of becoming a 
better soul.

To engage in a discussion with Squeg-
lia is to enjoy a thought provoking dia-
logue about the afterlife from the per-
spective of someone who may have some 
inside information about life, death, 
being human and the soul’s journey 
throughout many different lifetimes. 
She reports that when you “cross over” 

Laura Fantarella
Vanessa Squeglia

see “lotb” continued on page 7

PETER DERMER
FINE MEN’S CLOTHING

Mon-Fri: 9:30-5:30 | Sat: 9:30-5:00 | Sun: 12:00-4:00 • 203.389.3297 
245 AMITY ROAD, SUITE 109, WOODBRIDGE • www.PeterDermer.com

Happy Holidays!

Beautiful Fall & Winter Gifts!
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174 CHERRY STREET · MILFORD, CT 06460
PHONE 203-876-0445 · FAX 203-874-7498

mpaolinicpa.com

P  B T R
F S

IRS  S R
T P

B F S
N-P E

MICHAEL J. PAOLINI, CPA

• Accidents And 
Personal 

Injury

• Business Form
ation And 

Representatio
n

• Collections

• Criminal, DUI/
DWI Defense

• Family Law

• Foreclosure Li
tigation

• General Litiga
tion

• Landlord/Tena
nt Law

• Local Adminis
trative 

Board Practic
e

• Real Estate Tr
ansactions

• Wills And Esta
tes

• Workers’ Compe
nsation

Engaged In Th
e General 

Practice Of La
w Including:

CALL ME AT (203) 799 – CROW (2769)
LOCATED AT THE ORANGE OFFICE BUILDING
378 BOSTON POST RD. ORANGE, CT 06477

Got a legal 
question?
Ask your hometown 
lawyer at your free 
initial consultation
Evening, weekend 
and home visit 
appointments 
available upon 
request.

David E. Crow, Jr.
Attorney at Law

The Law
Offi ce of
David Crow, LLC

Need Help Staying
Organized Financially?
We can do it for you. Give us a call.

We specialize in small business
and personal finances.

P. O. Box 1154
Orange, CT 06477

Phone/Fax 203-397-3065
E-mail: AOSofCT@yahoo.com

For all your bookkeeping and secretarial needs

orange residents!
Help me make this column a success. Send me your suggestions – if 

you think you may make an interesting subject, or someone you know 
should be featured, let me know at laura@orangetownnews.com.

from the physical to the spirit world, 
a soul will reconnect with generations 
and generations of its ancestry, whether 
or not they ever inhabited the physi-
cal world together. When she channels 
the spirits for others, the first and fore-
most connection is the spirits ask her to 
pass on the message that all is well. “The 
spirits are OK. They are more than OK. 
They are doing great,” she said. “They 
really do reconnect with loved ones that 
have passed before them and even make 
new connections with other souls while 
they are there.”

Though she had a career in a health 
care corporation for over 15 years, a 
debilitating illness sidelined her for 
several years and she was unable to 
keep her job. As she investigated holis-
tic ways to return to health, she began 
a journey that ultimately led her back to 
the unique gift she’d hidden as a child. 
“The experience catapulted me in a 
whole different direction. My spiritual 
guides helped me to develop my gift and 
my own intuition and led me to open 
my own business,” she said. In addition 
to her work as a medium, which also 
includes connecting to departed angels 
and pets; Squeglia offers psychic read-
ings, and is certified in Yuen Energetics, 
Angel Therapy and Reiki. Though she had 
an office in Orange and later Milford for 
several years, she now operates out of a 
space in her West Haven home. She has 
over 6,000 clients around the world and 
has been featured on television, radio, 
and in print media. She is frequently 
invited to speak at hospitals, libraries, 
churches and private companies and has 
held group readings for large and small 
gatherings.

Squeglia is aware there are skeptics 
but she pays them little mind, preferring 
to focus on the hundreds of people she’s 
helped. Connecting with someone who 
has passed often provides closure and 
comfort to those left behind, particularly 
if the death was sudden or tragic. “I work 
from my heart and that’s the energy 
I put out there. I love what I do and I 
help a lot of people. It’s exhausting but 
very rewarding,” Squeglia said. “People 
literally lose some of the lines in their 
face after a reading. Not everyone dies in 
their sleep. I never asked for any of this, 
it just developed. If you don’t believe, 
don’t come, I’m not here to convince you, 
I have other people I could be helping. 
Let’s not waste each other’s time.” She 

never worries that she won’t be able to 
find the spirit the client wants to hear 
from, as they “always want to make a 
connection and always come through” – 
and they may present themselves at any 
age, not necessarily the age they were 
when they passed. “Sometimes the spirit 
and their voice is really clear, sometimes 
it’s like a bad cell phone connection. 
Sometimes they do not talk, but they 
are present, just sending emotions,” she 
said. “I’m just the one in the middle.” In 
fact once she’s done with a reading, she 
barely remembers what was said. But 
spirits are always around; if someone 
wants a sign from a loved one all they 
have to do is ask. “Just pay attention. 
It may be whoo whoo-ish – if you can’t 
explain something that’s probably a 
sign,” she said.

She describes her most haunting 
clients as the parents who have lost a 
child and she is happy if the reading 
brings them some relief from their grief. 
“They all have the same emptiness in 
their eyes. They are rough to do and 
I don’t have the answers as to why it 
happened,” she said. “There are reasons 
for everything but I don’t know them.”

While she only asks for a first name 
when someone makes an appointment, 
on several occasions people have given 
her an alias instead to ensure Squeglia 
truly knows nothing about them. But 
she knows immediately when they meet 
because there is “no energy” when the 
client sits for the reading. “Some people 
think that is a way to prevent me from 
finding out any information about them, 
but honestly I am too busy to eat some 
days, I don’t have the time or inclination 
to try to research anyone before they 
come,” she said.

Though the popular TV show “Long 
Island Medium,” features a medium 
who stops people in public and gives 
them a reading, Squeglia has no use for 
such theatrics claiming she can turn her 
medium energy on and off. “I would 
never walk up to someone and say ‘your 
mom is here.’ I can do that but I won’t. 
Maybe someone is not ready for that 
or they want to be in a safe spot where 
there are tissues,” she said.

One thing her unique job has taught 
her is to appreciate every day here 
on earth enjoying the human experi-
ence. “I like it here, it’s a nice place to 
be,” she said. “Enjoy today and stay in 
the moment.” For more information 
about Squeglia and her upcoming book, 
“Heavens Guide to the Other Side,” go 
to nutmeghealingcenter.com.

“lotb” continued from page 6
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from our readers

youth services high school volunteers Can 
assist with orange Community events

Orange Youth Services has a list of Orange High School youth who are available 
to assist their community with a variety of volunteer needs. Our volunteers have 
signed up with a parent with Youth Services to access opportunities in regard to 
attaining their necessary school volunteer credits. They are available for a wide 
variety of community, school, and organizations located in Orange. Contact John 
at Youth Services at julatowski@orange-ct.gov.

area residents need Jobs help? youth 
services Job bank Can assist

The Orange Youth Services Job Bank provides a service of pre-screened students, 
ages 13-16, who can be employed by area residents to do a large variety of jobs such 
as yard work, garden help, attics/basements, raking, snow shoveling, small painting, 
party helper, tutoring, clerical assistance, mother’s helper…and more. For further 
information, please call John Ulatowski, Orange Youth Services Coordinator at 
203-891-4785.

youth services newsletter online 
featuring Current photos & events

Youth Services recent newsletter, The Youth Informer, is online on the Town 
website. The newsletter features many articles and photos of recent Youth Services 
programs and events. Featured in this edition are items on babysitting, Artist 
Colonies, the K-6 Children of Orange exhibit, the Living History Club, the Youth 
Services e-Parenting series, and Job Bank. The newsletter can be accessed by going 
to the Town website/click on Community Services, then Youth Services, then on 
the Youth Services Newsletter attachment.

from tHe youtH 
serviCes CoordiNator By John Ulatowski

town departments
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orange eduCation roundup

survey of amity alumNi fiNds tHem well prepared for life
By Bettina Thiel – Orange Town News Correspondent

Measured by most standards, the 
Amity school system is doing what it 
set out to do, namely to “enable every 
student to become a lifelong learner and 
a literate, caring, creative and effective 
world citizen”. But how do those world 
citizens feel about their alma mater? 
Once in college, how do graduates stack 
up against students from other schools, 
other states? Did the education they re-
ceived here help them transition to the 
next stage of life, whether college or 
military or other?

That’s what the Board of Education 
wanted to know, and it commissioned 
Futuristics Research to find out. A year 
ago, Futuristics started by contacting 
graduates of the last five classes, from 
2009 to 2013, and asking them not only 
if they felt prepared for college and/or 
work, but also how, looking back, they 
feel about the quality of learning skills 
they were taught, the academic quality, 
the teachers and counselors, and about 
resources such as the library/media 
center.

Principal Dr. Charles Britton present-
ed the results to the Amity Board of Edu-
cation at its October meeting. He said 
some 338 responses came back, which 
translates to a response rate of about 
15 – 20% and overall the responses were 
positive.

Of the 338 respondents, the vast ma-
jority attended a two- or four-year college 
after leaving Amity, and most (94.2% ) 
felt better prepared or as well prepared 
as their peers. Only 5-8% did not feel 
as well prepared. Graduates of Amity’s 
higher-level courses (Level 1) felt best 
prepared, Dr. Britton said, while those in 
levels 2 and 3 weighed their experience 
more toward “same or less”.

According to the executive summary 
of Futuristics report, 57.2% Amity 
graduates were placed at a higher level 
course in college or were exempted out of 
coursework. At the same time, 15% were 

required to take remedial English and 
16.6% remedial math courses in college.

Only five of the respondents did not go 
to college and assessed their preparation 
for the world of work. According to the 
report, these graduates for the most part 
felt adequately prepared in the areas of 
communication skills (60%), technical 
skills (80%), mathematics skills (60%), 
thinking skills (80%), interpersonal skills 
(60%) and employment skills (60%).

Life skills: Though well prepared as far 
as reading, writing, math and technology 
are concerned, the report points to life 
skills as an area that could be improved 
upon. Life skills involve skills such as 
projecting and keeping track of credit 
card debt or a mortgage, college loans 
and making informed consumer deci-
sions. This feedback could potentially 
inform future curriculum initiatives, Dr. 
Britton told the board.

Similarly, career and job resources and 
career explorations and planning services 
are mentioned as relatively weak. By con-
trast, alumni rated in-school counseling 
for course selection and schedule adjust-
ments as being the department’s strong 
suit. Dr. Britton said the school’s career 
center, under the direction of Karen 
Waterman, has seen major growth of 
its senior internship program. For the 
last six weeks of their senior year, Amity 
students have the option to enroll in an 
internship of their choice instead of at-
tending classes.

Last May and June, some 160 seniors 
took advantage of that opportunity, 
while five years ago the program had 
some 20 or 30 participants. Dr. Britton 
remembered his own experience being 
a high school senior, when he attended 
an internship at a law firm. It was then 
that he realized that this was not the 
right career choice for him. Instead, he 
became an educator. In addition, the 
school hosts a career fair, offers skills 
assessments and more to help students 

decide on a career path.
Extracurricular activities: For the 

most part alumni felt inspired by the ex-
tracurricular activities. Drama, music 
and athletics rated “extremely fa-
vorably,” while publications and 
student government rated “fa-
vorably’.

The one issue that caught the 
school board’s attention was 
questions on smoking and drugs. 
A majority of respondents thought 
that drugs (63%) and smoking (55.1) 
were problem areas while they attend-
ed Amity High. Dr. 
Britton did 
not dis-
agree. “If 
you ask 
me ‘is there 
a  dr ug 
problem 
at Amity, 
a smoking 
problem, 
an alcohol 
problem?’ – 
Yes, of course 
there is,” he said in a 
phone conversation. 
“The question is, is it worse than at 
any other public, private or parochial 
school?” he said, answering his own 
question with “not that we’re aware of”.

Several board members felt the ques-
tion was too vague to yield useful infor-
mation. The questions should have been 
whether students’ lives were negatively 
impacted by others smoking or drug 
habits, said Sheila McCreven, the board’s 
newest member from Woodbridge. She 
is serving out the term of Julie Altman 
who has moved out-of-town.

Dr. Britton said the district is not 
avoiding the issue. “We’re doing an 
awful lot to prevent it,” he said. The 
school deals with the substance abuse 
with both disciplinary and supportive 

interventions. Faculty and staff are vigi-
lant and the school has a resource officer 
to work with them to uphold the law. 

Teachers and staff also are expected 
to be compassionate. Psychologists 
and counselors are available to help 
students deal with substance abuse 

issues. “Our message is ‘you’re not 
a pariah to us, we want you here,’” 

he said.
Just about a year ago, 
students were complain-

ing about smoking in 
the bathrooms, espe-

cially after the first 
batch of outdoor 

security cameras 
drove smokers 

inside. Now 
surveillance 

cameras also are 
indoors, presumably 
keeping a record of who goes in and out. 
The administration is swift in reacting 
to smoking in the bathroom when they 
become aware of it. “There used to be a 
problem, Dr. Britton said of the smoking. 
“No more.”

The Amity School Board was pleased 
with the survey results. “The board is 
always looking to glean indicators of 
how well our students are prepared as 
they go forward,” board chairman Bill 
Blake said when asked why the board 
had commissioned the survey. “There 
were no tremendous surprises in there, 
but we don’t want to assume anything.”

oraNGe pre-sCHool proGram for CommuNity peers
Mary L. Tracy School is known as a 

place where “the love of learning and 
the love of children are celebrated each 
and every day”! For some of our chil-
dren that love of learning begins with 
our Pre-School Program. The Orange 
Elementary School System is pleased to 
announce that it is now accepting appli-
cations to participate in the blind lottery 
for the Mary L. Tracy School Pre-School 
Program for 2015-16.

Our integrated Pre-School Program 
includes special education students and 
general education community peers. By 
law, students with special needs identi-
fied with an IEP are placed in the Pre-
School Program by the Department of 
Special Services through the PPT process. 
The Pre-School Program follows the dis-

trict’s school year calendar.
We have developed a Pre-School 

Program that enriches each child’s social, 
emotional, physical, cognitive, intellec-
tual, and creative abilities through early 
academic and social experiences. It is 
designed to prepare each child for early 
success and school readiness. Children 
will be selected in a blind lottery to par-
ticipate as community peers in our inte-
grated pre-school, which is a fee-based, 
5-day Pre-School Program. The total cost 
of tuition for general education com-
munity peers will be $3,000. If a family 
qualifies for the State’s Free and Reduced 
Lunch Program, they may be eligible for 
tuition assistance. Parents of general 
education community peers will need to 
provide their own transportation.

Students will be chosen to attend 
either the AM 3-yr. old Pre-School 
Program from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
OR the PM 4-yr. old Pre-School Program 
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Class 
sizes are to be held to a maximum of 
12 students per class, which includes 
the special education students and their 
general education community peers. In 
order to participate in this lottery your 
child must be three by September 1st, 
2015 to attend the 3-yr.old program and 
must be four by December 31st, 2015 to 
enroll in the 4-yr. old program.

All children must be toilet trained and 
an Orange resident. If interested in this 
integrated Pre-School Program, please 
call the Special Services Dept. (203-891-
8023) between the hours of 9:00 a.m. 

and 4:00 p.m. to enter your child in the 
lottery. We will be accepting names to 
enter the blind lottery up until 4:00 p.m., 
Friday, January 23, 2015.

Parents will be notified of the lottery 
results by Friday, January 30, 2015. 
Registration forms and tuition deposit 
of $300 are due no later than April 3, 
2015. The deposit covers the tuition for 
September. Tuition payments are due 
on the first of the preceding month, e.g. 
tuition for October will be due September 
1st. The last payment for the year (June) 
will be due on May 1st. Parents who have 
further questions may call the Special 
Services Dept. (203-891-8023) at the 
Orange Board of Education.
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peCk plaCe sCHool studeNts 
partiCipate iN visual literaCy
Well known story teller Tom Lee 

visited Peck Place School on Monday, 
November 10, 2014. Mr. Lee guided 
students through the thinking and 
discourse process of writing. Mr. Lee 
engaged students in retelling a myth 
taken from the Iliad, Book XVIII, “The 
Shield of Achilles”. He invited students 
to sketch what they imagined their 
shield would look like. Students then 
used their drawings to write a descrip-
tion of their personal shields.

In addition, the fifth graders at Peck 
Place School observed works of art in a 
technique referred to as “reading a paint-
ing”. The goal of this mini workshop 

was to help students add more tools to 
their “writer’s toolbox” and unlock the 
creative process of writing.

Research shows that when students 
observe and infer through rich conver-
sation the next step is creation. Accord-
ing to Denise Cassano in Edutopia, “We 
don’t know what the future holds for our 
students, but we do know that they will 
have to think critically, make connec-
tions, and communicate clearly.” This 
approach to learning spans all writing 
modalities and genres.

Funding for this course was provid-
ed by the Jamie A. Hulley Foundation 
(www.jamiehulleyartsfund.org).

Mr. Neil Holt, Assistant Principal, Mrs. Nancy W. Goss, School 
Library Media Specialist, Ms. Victoria Carnera, Community 
Educator, & Mrs. Bobbie Miller, Grade 7 Guidance Counselor

Cyber-bullyiNG & sexual 
HarassmeNt proGram

Victoria Carnera, community educa-
tor from The Milford Rape Crisis Center 
in Milford, conducted presentations to 
grade 7 students on Tuesday, November 
25th. The focus of her presentation was 
sexual harassment and cyber-bullying. 
Students learned the definition of sexual 
harassment. She made clear the differ-
ence between flirting and sexual harass-
ment. Flirting is when both parties mu-
tually accept the attention while sexual 
harassment is one-sided and unwanted 
by one party.

Victoria explained Title IX law. This 
protects students by obligating school 
systems to provide a safe school environ-

ment. If a formal complaint of sexual 
harassment is made, it must be inves-
tigated. If the complaint is found valid, 
the school must address the issue. Next, 
she explained that sexual assault is when 
someone puts hands on an intimate 
body part, the part of the body covered 
by a bathing suit, as she explained it to 
the students. Sexual assault is a police 
matter.

Lastly, Victoria stressed to students 
the need to seek a trusted adult if bully-
ing, cyber-bullying, or sexual harassment 
occurs. She was very clear in stating that 
bullying is a deliberate act. The perpetra-
tor needs to be held accountable.

orange eduCation roundup

GilsoN a fiNalist for 
state teaCHiNG awards

Peck Place School fifth grade teacher Nicole Gilson is one of two CT state finalists 
for the Elementary Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science 
Teaching, a high honor for teachers of mathematics and science. Awardees serve 
as models for their colleagues, inspiration to their communities, and leaders in the 
improvement of mathematics and science education.

“Ms. Gilson is just outstanding,” says Superintendent of Schools Lynn McMullin. 
“It’s a perfect example of teachers customizing Common Core. Orange teachers go 
above and beyond to adjust the curriculum to make learning fabulous for kids.”

oraNGe superiNteNdeNt 
takes Job iN litCHfield
search for replacement underway

By Melissa Nicefaro – Orange Town News Correspondent

After three years at the helm of Orange Schools, Superintendent Lynn McMullin is 
stepping down and has accepted a position as Superintendent of Litchfield Schools. 

In a letter to the community, she shared her “heartfelt ap-
preciation for the opportunities you have afforded me.”

“Litchfield is much closer to my home in Massachusetts and, 
with a K – 12 school system, offers me a chance to return to my 
high school roots,” she said. McMullin’s last day of employment 
in Orange will be January 2, 2015.

According to Vice Chairperson of the Board of Education Jody 
Dietch, the board will look to hire an interim superintendent 
to have in place on or before Jan. 2.  “A consultant will be hired 
to assist with the hiring of a new superintendent. We want 
that consultant to take the time to get to know Orange and what the community 
is looking for in a new leader,” she explains.

“We want someone who will challenge the district,” Dietch says.  “The district 
is well-rounded and now we need someone to take us even further and continue 
advancing, especially in technology.”

Under McMullin’s reign, security at the schools was strengthened considerably, 
Common Core was implemented and a state-mandated teacher evaluation system 
was put in place. 

“The district is in excellent forward motion with a strong leadership team in 
place,” McMullin says. “We have a great staff and this ship is in forward motion. 
The district is in great shape.”

Says Dietch: “Personally, I’m sad to see Lynn go. She did a lot for the district, 
especially after Sandy Hook and the flood at Peck Place. She handled a lot of issues 
while she was here and she made Orange a better place.”

McMullin knows the district has made strides during her time here: “Orange’s staff 
is exceptionally strong, and I have thoroughly enjoyed working alongside a leader-
ship team with such outstanding vision and commitment.  We have experienced 
so many unforgettable moments from the first day we climbed onto Peck’s roof in 
January of 2012 to the endearing approach of the Orange Elementary Marching 
Band up Orange Center Road this past Memorial Day,” she says.

Lynn McMullin
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eduCation

board of ed to CoNsider 
Classroom CelebratioN poliCy

By Melissa Nicefaro – Orange Town News Correspondent

The Orange Board of Education’s 
Healthy Lifestyle Committee has drafted 
a new policy that addresses classroom 
celebrations. The board vote did not 
pass a similar policy this fall as several 
board members felt the policy was far 
too restrictive.

The new proposed policy would apply 
to celebrations that take place in the 
schools from 30 minutes before school 
begins until 30 minutes after school 
ends, including 21st Century and school 
sponsored activities, during which chil-
dren are not in the care of their parents. 
Classroom celebrations do not include 
school-sponsored or PTO-sponsored 
events held in the evening, on weekends, 
or at any other times when children are 
present with their parents.

The proposed policy says, “The Orange 
Board of Education understands the role 
of the schools in teaching and modeling 
a healthy lifestyle and therefore encour-
ages all parents and staff members who 
are planning classroom celebrations to 
consider this important role and include 
healthy alternatives to high-calorie, low 
nutrient foods.”

To assist parents in celebration plan-
ning, the board will provide a list of 
healthier foods, titled “Board of Edu-
cation Healthy Foods List,” as well as 
additional avenues (webpage links, 
newsletters, etc.) for finding creative 
non-food and healthy food celebration 
alternatives. The new proposal includes 
only three restricted items: candy, gum 
and soda.

“Cupcakes will still be allowed,” says 
Superintendent of Schools Lynn McMul-
lin. “What we are asking is that parents 
give teachers a 48-hour notice so that 
teachers can notify parents and give 

them an option to send in an alternative 
snack.” Such notice to the teacher will 
include the type/types of food being 
served. In place of popsicles, fruit-based 
frozen pops are healthier and therefore 
encouraged.

While non-food celebrations will be 
encouraged, all celebrations which do 
include food must offer children the 
choice of a healthy treat and bottled 
water along with any sweet treat being 
offered.

According to the proposed policy, all 
classroom celebrations, whether they 
include food or are non-food celebra-
tions, must have the teacher’s prior ap-
proval and parents will not be allowed 
to distribute food and/or gift bags in 
classrooms without the teacher’s prior 
approval and such unapproved food or 
non-food items will be sent home. In 
addition, Student-of-the-Week celebra-
tions must be food-free.

“Birthday celebrations would include 
one serving per child and there would 
be no distribution outside of the class-
room,” McMullin says. In addition, 
cultural celebrations and class curric-
ulum-based activities will be planned 
and monitored by school room parents, 
classroom teachers, and/or school prin-
cipals and parents and staff should en-
courage healthy and nutritious choices 
as these celebrations are an opportunity 
to teach children about interesting and 
varied natural and/or healthy foods. A 
list of ingredients would be required 
48-hours in advance.

“As a society, we should care. There are 
so many additives today, that the level 
of unhealthiness is hitting earlier in life, 
as early as the 20s and 30s,” McMullin 
says. “It’s up to us to keep kids healthy.”

V M. M
A  L

• REAL ESTATE

• PERSONAL INJURY

• TRUST & ESTATES

• CORPORATE

• BANKRUPTCY
T: () -
F: () -

vmarino@cohenandwolf.com

 O C R
O, CT 
 B S

B, CT 

www.cohenandwolf.com

GET THE BEST DEAL FOR YOUR HOME!

Call Ray Right Away at Property World USA! 

203-671-0507 Ray Spaziani
Ray.Spaziani@gmail.com

MILLIONS SOLD, HUNDREDS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS, I WILL SAVE YOU THOUSANDS!

Change your lifestyle at Oronoque!
$309,900 

Must see! Mint!

Starting out or starting over.
$254,900!

Great Milford Location!

Lou's Christmas Trees
TA G  A N D  C U T

532 New England Lane, Orange
Phone: 203-795-5052 or 203-988-7662
Fax: 203-795-8573 • Email: lge1726@gmail.com

OPEN EVERY WEEKEND
9AM-4PM THROUGH CHRISTMAS

Beautiful walking farm on manicured 
lawns surrounding three ponds. We have 

five fields, including one new field. 

We specialize in a wide range of tree 
sizes from small to large trees! 3 feet to 

25 feet tall, for cathedral ceilings. 

ALL TREES ARE $60.
We are able to cut and load your tree for an additional $10.

Cash only.

CHRISTMAS TREE VARIETIES
You-Choose and You-Cut varieties: 

Blue Spruce, Colorado Blue Spruce, Douglas Fir, 
Fraser Fir, Norway Spruce, White Spruce.

YOU CHOOSE AND YOU CUT!

FREE
HOT

COCOA

www.orangetownnews.com
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Call for nominations 
for living treasure
Nominations are currently being ac-

cepted through March 13, 2015 for the 
2015 Living Treasure Awards. Nomina-
tion forms are available in the Orange 
Community Services office, Town Hall, 
and can be printed from the town’s 
website at www.orange-ct.gov, www.
orangeseniors.org or Facebook/Orange 
Senior Center. The three individuals 
chosen will be honored at Pasta Festa! 
on May 15, 2015.

holiday Cabaret
Monday, December 15, 1:30—3:00pm

Ashly Cruz will be performing the 
Holiday Music in her own passion-
ate style. We will also have Al & Mary 
Errato as special guests with their 
player piano and the Orange Chorus 
will sing a few Christmas Carols. We 
look forward to seeing you there. Call 
to RSVP.

Come Join us for the 
racebrook school 

Choir – open to all
Monday, December 22, 1:00—1:30pm

The Race Brook School Choir will 
perform selected holiday songs in the 
High Plains Community Center Café. 
Come enjoy and encourage them. Stay 
for desserts afterwards. Call the office 
at (203) 891-4784 to RSVP.

teen tech talk
Teen Tech Talk, a partnership 

between the Orange Senior Center and 
Or Shalom, brings Amity Teens to the 
Senior Center to teach seniors how to 
use their iPhones, iPads, and laptops. 
The sessions are the 2nd Tuesday of 
the month, beginning December 9 at 
4:00pm in the Sr. Lounge. RSVP to the 
office at (203)891-4784.

flower arranging 
Class

Come join us for a Flower Arranging 
Seminar before the upcoming holiday 
on December 19—Christmas/Hanuk-
kah Theme; 10-12 in room 4; $10 fee 
will be applied to cover the cost of 
materials. Call or stop by the office to 
register (203) 891-4784.

Zumba gold
We now offer Zumba Gold 3 times a 

week! $30 for 1 class, 2+ classes for $60; 
Monday 11-12, Wednesday 11-12, and 
Friday for 10:30 - 11:30am in the gym. 
Stay fit this holiday season!

transportation
The Town of Orange provides a trans-

portation service for senior residents 
and handicap residents. This service 
runs Monday through Friday from 
8:00am until 4:00pm. 24 to 48 hours 
notice is required. The program trans-
ports to Orange, Milford, West Haven, 
New Haven and Hamden, and tries 
not to go to New Haven or Hamden 

after 3pm due to traffic. It is donation 
based—$2.00 to Senior Center, $4.00 
within Orange and $6.00 outside of 
Orange all round trip. Aides ride free. 
Call Kim Callahan (203) 891-4788 to 
schedule a ride.

2015 trips
maggie diXon ClassiC: uConn 

women’s basketball at 
madison sQuare garden

Sunday, January 4, 2015

The Maggie Dixon Classic between 
UConn Women and former Big East 
Conference Rival St. John’s. There is 
nothing like seeing a live game. Cost 
TBD. This no minimum trip includes 
transportation and tickets to the game. 
Lunch is on your own at MSG. Full 
payment due at registration.

happy 80th birthday 
ELVIS featuring Jeff Krick 

@ the hu ke lau
Sunday, January 11, 2015

We will sing Happy Birthday to the 
only KING of Rock N Roll at this exclu-
sive matinee show at the Hu Ke Lau in 
Chicpee MA. Jeff Krick will amaze you 
with his talent and Elvis looks. Choice 
of Prime Rib or Baked Scrod; Cost $71. 
This shared trip includes transporta-
tion, lunch, reserved seating, taxes 
and gratuities. Full payment due at 
registration.

esCape to some sun 
@ mohegan sun

Wednesday, January 28-29, 2015

At Mohegan Sun every turn leads 
to a new adventure with an indoor 
7-story waterfall, the world’s largest 
and most spectacular planetarium 
dome and the awe-inspiring Wombi 
Rock. Cost $163pp double. This no-
minimum trip includes round-trip 
transportation, Hotel Accommoda-
tions, 2 Buffet Vouchers, $20 free slot 
play. Full payment due at registration.

mohegan sun 2015 aaC 
women’s basketball 

tournament 
Championship game

March 9-10, 2015

No minimum overnight trip. Cost 
$223pp double. Includes transporta-
tion, hotel accommodations, AAC Final 
Game Ticket, 2 Complimentary Buffets, 
free $20 Slot Play, taxes, gratuity and 
baggage handling. Full payment due 
at registration.

trains, wineries & 
treasures of northern 

California
April 13 –21, 2015

9 days, 13 meals. Highlights include 
San Francisco, Sonora, Yosemite Na-
tional Park, Railtown State Historic 
Park, Sacramento, Lake Tahoe, Winery 
Tour, Sonoma Wine Country, and Napa 
Valley Wine Train. Cost: $2,979 pp for 
a double room; includes Round Trip 
Air, Transportation to & from Bradley 
Airport, Air Taxes, and Hotel Fees. Trip 
insurance is available. Insurance & 
Deposit due at reservation.

senior Center

203-285-6202
Serving Woodbridge, Orange, 

Milford and Greater New Haven
We accept most major insurance programs.

Bonded and Insured

Stuart A. Rosenkrantz, Manager

•	Home Health 
Aides

•	CNA’s
•	Companions
•	Homemakers
& Much More!

Need Reliable Homecare Assistance?
Call us - We Can Help!

We Provide:

SNOW BIRD HOME SERVICE

 “LEAVE YOUR WORRIES BEHIND”

If you are looking for a reliable, reputable professional to check 
on your CT home over the winter months, I am a local resident 
for over 40 years with excellent references. I off er a variety of 
options and rates based upon convenience and peace of mind.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO 
SCHEDULE AN INTERVIEW

PLEASE CONTACT: MEG MANSON MARTINS 
(203)804-6096 • megmartins3@gmail.com

605A Orange Center Road, Orange, CT 06477
Phone: (203) 891-4752 · Fax: (203) 891-2169

We accept all major insurances

Registered Nurses · Physical Therapist · Occupational Therapist
Speech/Language Pathology · Medical Social Work

Wound Care Consultant · Home Health Aides · Homemaker Services

RECUPERATE FROM SURGERY WHILE RECEIVING 
PHYSICAL THERAPY AND NURSING SERVICES 

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME

UPON DISCHARGE FROM THE HOSPITAL OR SKILLED NURSING
 FACILITY REMEMBER TO REQUEST THE ORANGE V.N.A.

O

ran
ge Visiting Nurses Assoc.

OVNA
O R A N G E

Since 1937Over 75 Years of Service
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Citizenship recognition – 7th grade

second honors
8th grade

second honors
7th grade

first honors
8th grade

amity middle sCHool – oraNGe Campus
first marking period honor roll

evan arovas
alexandria Barnes
Madison Barretta

Vera Belfonti
Cooper Blanchette

ali Bobi
grace Bretthauer

Sara Cable
Jason Chung

ruth Cortright
Ciara Cox

Steven Dalleave
Dana Della-giustina

avery Dillon
anthony DiStefano

Joshua Ford
Martin gnidula

Mei Har
Lena Hildrich

evan Hollander
Sam Kaoud

aidan Ketchian
akshat Kulkarni
Breana Lavallee

Michael Lebreck
Danielle Lee

Jacob Lee
Daniel Li
Jody Liu

raymond Lu
Ningxin Luo

ameya Menta
Keyana Miller

Nicole Mongillo
Nick ricciardi
Mattea Salati
ethan Selmon

Nico Semmonella
Mason Shepard
Sydney Sherrick

Tess Vocalina
Valeria Yanqui

Basim Zafar

Katie Barretta
Haley Cable

Lauren Campos
Caitlin Carlson

Tess Csejka
angela Duro
Maria Farace

Carsten Fielosh
Brett Hutchison
ryan Ignatowski

Julia Lagoutis
Bryan Laskowski

anna-Maria Marinescu
Jillian Martin

Caroline McNabola
Sai Neelam

Skyelar poulimas
Louis richetelli

Sophia Soldra
Halle Syrop

Kelly Thomas
Jenna Walsh

Nickolas Wawrzyniak
Irene Zheng

Jenna aconfora
austin agapiou

Mounisha anumolu
Talia Barry

Lani Beaudette
Sophie Benjamin

emily Berkeley
Katelyn Blake

alexandra Bonat
emily Bretthauer

Jake Bronson
angelina Carlino
Lindsay Carloni

Hyunwoo Cho
Marc Chodos

amanda Coscia
rachael Crow

Cailey esposito
Marcelle gagnon

payton grande
alexis Halstead
Jessica Hatrick

allison Hummel
Izabella Jones
Nicole Kisiel

Hyunbeen Lee
James Lee

Thomas Lee
adam Leszczak

erin McCormack
Diane Meng

Jay Moon
Kaitlyn O’Brien

Kenneth page
Liam palazzo

arianna pargen
Soo-Jin park

Dorothy parniawski
Jay patel

Madelyn pickett
John poland
Julia potter

Sandrine pyne
Lillian Querker

Jonathan Schachter
Kelly Shaw

Spencer Shepard
Julia Todeasa
anthony Tom
Madison Tom

Colton Varholak
Tucker Wright

Kevin Zheng
Xian-Zheng Zhong

Sara Basyouny
adam Booth

Nelson Bordeleau
Cole Bova

abigail Bowser
emily Byun

 Cameron Carre
gabriella Caruso

Madelyn Ciskowski
Molly Cox

paige Degoursey
Stephen Delaney

andrea DelVecchio
Brian Digiovanni

Kayla Dixon
gina Driscoll

elaina Ferraro
Mary Foley

Lauryn giuliano
Sebastian gonzalez

Taylor gourdier
Shiva gowda

Christopher greco
Nicole gregory

Lien Har
Hannah Hayes

Zachary Hochman
Kaylee Huber
Julia Hurlburt
robert Jaques
Khaled Jarad

Chloe Kehlenbeck
Cole Kuchachik
gabriel Lipsitz
Clarens Lopez
Connor Marry

Nicholas Mastrangelo
philip Mingione
amanda Moran
Justin Moulder

Carlee Mulherin
rakin Munim

Luke Nemecek
Brianna Oakley

Sana patel
Jason perrotti

Jack pletter
Unaiza rana

Madeline rosenberg
peter Spodnick
Jared Sullivan

 Swetha Tadepalli
Luke Tassiello
Daria Torrenti
Connor Visnic
Clare Zorena

evan arovas
alexandria Barnes

Katie Barretta
Joseph Bierowski

Cooper Blanchette

avery Dillon
Lena Hildrich
rachel Holden

Danielle Lee
Jillian Martin

Keyana Miller
Nicole Mongillo

Mattea Salati
Nico Semmonella
Henry Westgard

Jenna aconfora
Mounisha anumolu

alexandra Bonat
abigail Bowser

emily Bretthauer
Jake Bronson

angelina Carlino
Lindsay Carloni
Carly Chervenak

Marc Chodos
Madelyn Ciskowski

amanda Coscia
Molly Cox

rachael Crow
gina Driscoll

Cailey esposito

Mary Foley
Marcelle gagnon
Lauryn giuliano
Taylor gourdier
payton grande

Christopher greco
alexis Halstead

Nicole Kisiel
Victoria Krzysztopik

Hyunbeen Lee
James Lee

adam Leszczak
erin McCormack

Tara Mohseni
Jay Moon

amanda Moran

Liam palazzo
arianna pargen

Dorothy parniawski
Jay patel

Madelyn pickett
Jack pletter
John poland
Julia potter

Sandrine pyne
Charmaine robichaud

Kelly Shaw
peter Spodnick

Swetha Tadepalli
Daria Torrenti
Connor Visnic
Clare Zorena

first honors
7th grade

Citizenship recognition – 8th grade

Congrats 
to all the 
honor roll 
students!



page 14 Friday, december 12, 2014

176 tyler City road, orange, Ct 06477
203-891-2170

www.casememoriallibrary.org

Case memorial library events
Programs at the Case Memorial 

Library are free (except as noted for 
materials charges) and open to the 
public. Library hours are as follows: 
Monday and Thursday 10-8; Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Friday 10-5; Saturday 
10-4. The Library will close at 1 p.m. 
on Wednesday, December 24 in obser-
vance of Christmas Eve. The Library 
will be closed on Thursday, December 
25, Friday, December 26, and Satur-
day, December 27 in observance of 
Christmas and Thursday, January 1 
and Friday, January 2 in observance 
of the New Year.

Registration is highly recommended 
for all Library events.

weekly storytimes
Come to our weekly storytimes to 

have fun, meet new friends, and set 
your child on the path to lifelong learn-
ing!

Lapsit Storytime
Our lapsit storytimes are for babies 

and toddlers up to 24 months and 
feature nursery rhymes, music, and 
movement. Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Visit casememoriallibrary.org/story-
time.htm for upcoming dates.

two-year-Old Storytime
Our 2-year-old storytimes feature 

storytelling, music, and movement. 
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. Visit caseme-
moriallibrary.org/storytime.htm for 
upcoming dates.

three to Five-year-
Old Storytime

Our 3 to 5-year-old storytimes 
feature storytelling, rhymes, finger 
plays, and a craft activity. Mondays at 
4 p.m. Visit casememoriallibrary.org/
storytime.htm for upcoming dates.

events for Children
Holiday teddy bear 

Storytime
Monday, December 22, 6:30 p.m.

Bring your bear and blankie and your 
favorite stuffed animal. For children 
ages 2-5. Registration is required and 
begins Monday, December 8 in the 
Children’s Department.

drama Workshop: charlie 
and the chocolate Factory

Saturday, January 10, 1:30 p.m.

Join drama specialist Ingrid Schaef-
fer and participate in a short play 
version of Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory followed by fun themed ac-
tivities including a donut on a string 
eating contest, M&Ms relay, golden 
egg relay, bubble blowing contest, and 
more! Finish by making your own ice 
cream cone and eating it! For chil-
dren and teens ages 9 and up. Space is 
limited. Registration is required and 

begins Saturday, December 27 in the 
Children’s Department.

events for teens
book chat café

Tuesdays, January 13 & 
February 24, 2:15 p.m.

Held in the Amity Middle School 
Media Center for teens who love to read 
and share their opinions over refresh-
ments. Please see Mrs. Goss.

events for adults
drop-in tech Help

Held on the first and third Thursday 
of each month as follows:

Thursday, December 18, 2:30-3:30 p.m.

Get the answers to your technol-
ogy questions in this informal, drop-in 
session. Our experts will be there to 
answer your questions about how your 
device works, how to load things onto 
it, and how to solve those annoying 
little problems that we all have from 
time to time! Help is offered on a first-

come, first-served basis.

2015 Oscar ballot contest
Thursday, January 

15-Saturday, February 20

Cast your vote in the Best Picture, 
Acting, Directing, and Screenwriting 
categories for the 2015 Oscar nomi-
nees. Correctly guess the most Oscar 
winners and you’ll win an Oscar DVD 
of your choice!

books & breakfast: morning 
book discussion group

Tuesday, January 20, 10 a.m.

Join Books & Breakfast leader Carol 
Davidson for a discussion of The Hare 
with Amber Eyes by Edmund de Waal. 
Copies will be available for checkout at 
the Circulation Desk. Coffee, tea, and 
pastries served.

Film Buffs: Foreign and 
independent Film Series

Tim’s Vermeer - Thursday, 
January 22, 7 p.m.

Tim Jenison, a Texas-based inventor, 
attempts to solve one of the greatest 
mysteries in art: How did 17th century 
Dutch master Johannes Vermeer (“Girl 
with a Pearl Earring”) manage to paint 
so photo-realistically – 150 years before 
the invention of photography? PG-13. 
80 minutes.

art in the Library
December: Artwork by Audrey 

Galer and her young students
January: Oils, watercolors, and 

acrylic/pencil by Barbara Wilson, Irma 
Nieto, Louis Rapuano, Lawrence Huza, 
and Patricia Tyrell. Reception: Thurs-
day, January 8, 5-7 p.m.

February: Watercolor/ink and pho-
tography by Daniel Rosner and John 
O’Neil. Reception: Thursday, February 
12, 5-7 p.m.

Case Memorial Library

proteCt your Home wHeN traveliNG tHis Holiday seasoN
Many families travel during the 

holiday season, when gatherings with 
family and friends require individuals to 
pack up their vehicles and hit the open 
road to reconnect with loved ones. Such 
get-togethers are great ways to make an 
already festive season even more joyous, 
but being away for extended periods of 
time may leave your home vulnerable 
to criminals.

Alarm systems and neighborhood 
watch programs can provide some peace 
of mind to homeowners, but there are 
additional ways to protect your home 
when traveling this holiday season.

· Use timers to make it appear as 
though you are home. Entertainment 
systems and even certain home lighting 
products allow homeowners to make 
it seem as though they are home even 
when they aren’t. Criminals are likely 
to be deterred from burglarizing homes 
that are well-lit, and noise inside the 
home can give burglars the impression 

that someone is inside. Use the timing 
device on your entertainment or sound 
system to play music at night, and make 
sure lights come on at the same time 
and stay on until the time you would 
ordinarily go to bed.

· Don’t allow mail to stockpile in your 
mailbox. A telltale sign that no one is 
home is mail that begins to stockpile in 
a mailbox. A mailbox overflowing with 
mail indicates to burglars that you’re 
not home and also makes you vulnerable 
to potential identity thieves looking to 
peruse your mailbox for sensitive infor-
mation. Whether you suspend mail deliv-
ery while you’re away or ask a neighbor 
to pick up your mail each day, make sure 
letters are not allowed to accumulate in 
your mailbox while you are out of town.

· Install motion detecting lights around 
your property. Families who routinely 
leave home for extended periods of time 
should install motion-detection devices 
around their properties. Such devices will 

immediately illuminate yards or areas 
around the home when movement is 
detected within their range. Lights flash-
ing in the dark of night can deter bur-
glars and may even earn homeowners 
discounts on their insurance policies.

· Be cautious with social media. Today’s 
criminals are tech-savvy, and some may 

turn to social media to look for poten-
tial victims. When leaving home for an 
extended holiday vacation, do not broad-
cast your plans on social media platforms 
like Facebook and Twitter. Though you 
might be tempted to post photos of you 
and your family hitting the ski slopes 
or sitting poolside with grandma and 
grandpa, wait until you return from your 
trip to share such photos.

· Hire a plowing service before leaving 
your home. Families who live in areas 
that are prone to heavy snowfall should 
hire a snow plow service before leaving. 
A driveway buried in snow for several 
days is another telltale sign that no one 
is home, so make sure you hire a plow 
service to remove snow from your drive-
way even when you are not home.

Travel is commonplace during the 
holiday season. Homeowners must take 
steps to protect their homes while they 
are away on vacation or visiting family 
and friends.

 When traveling for the holidays, do not 
allow mail to stockpile in your mailbox, as 
a full mailbox may encourage criminals to 

burglarize your home or steal your mail 
in an effort to assume your identity. 



Special o� er to new customers on automatic delivery.
Save big with our:

Buy one
Get  one Service  ContractsFREE
and 10¢ OFF per gallon for prompt payment.

Wishing a warm holiday season 

to all our new and old friends!

Giving th
em qualit

y, s
olving 

their problems, 
and consis

tently
 

exceeding expectatio
ns.

795-FUEL(3835)
38 Marsh Hill Road 

Right Here in Orange!

Call T
oday!

Orange’s Oil Company for Four Generations.

THE COMPANY OUR 

CUSTOMERS WANT US TO BE....

CT HOD.142WWW.TAMAROOIL.COM
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P.O. Drawer 966 | 378 Boston Post Road | Orange, CT 06477
(203) 795-1211 • www.fl omandepaola.com

s� oman@� omandepaola.com | adepaola@� omandepaola.com

Protecting what’s important to you
Estate Planning | Business Transactions 

Medicaid Planning | Real Estate Closings
Special Needs Planning

Questions? Call us to set up a no-charge, no-pressure meeting.

Many people assume that the annual federal and state gift  tax exclusion 
of $14,000.00 per recipient also applies if you fi le a Medicaid applica-
tion. Th at is not true! Gift  tax rules are very diff erent from Medicaid 
eligibility rules.

Gi�  tax rules: Th e current annual federal gift  tax exclusion is $14,000 
per non-spouse recipient. Th is means you may make a gift  of $14,000 
(or less) to as many people as you want in 2014 without being required 
to report the gift  (or gift s) to the Internal Revenue Service. You also 
may make gift s for tuition and medical expenses that do not trigger a 
reporting requirement. Connecticut, through the Department of Rev-
enue Services, has a similar gift  reporting requirement. If you exceed 
these amounts and are required to fi le a gift  tax return, it does not nec-
essarily mean you owe a gift  tax. Whether or not a federal gift  tax will be 
owed depends on whether your reportable gift s total more than $5.34 
million (2014 fi gure) during your lifetime. In Connecticut, if your ag-
gregate reportable post 2005 gift s exceed $2 million (2014 fi gure), a gift  
tax may be payable.

Medicaid rules: Gift  tax rules have nothing to do with Medicaid eligi-
bility rules. Filing a Medicaid application requires you to report all gift s 
made during the fi ve years immediately preceding the date of the Med-
icaid application (“look back period”). Depending on the circumstanc-
es, any gift  made during the look back period may result in a “penalty 
period.” Th is was discussed in detail in our April, 2014 Orange Town 
News article.

So, don’t get trapped into thinking that a gi�  to a family member for 
less than $14,000.00 is Medicaid safe; it may not be. Although there 
may be ways to make a gi�  that complies with the gi�  tax rules and, 
at the same time, does not create a Medicaid eligibility problem, you 
need to be properly advised before doing so. � e best way to strategize 
gi�  giving in a way that is right for you is to meet with a professional 
advisor who will ask the right questions, listen to what you say, and 
make recommendations individually tailored for you.

For advice specifi c to you, please contact the offi  ce. We would be glad to 
meet with you for a no hassle, no charge initial consultation, no matter 
how long it lasts.

Steven P. Floman & Allison M. DePaola

Steven P. Floman and Allison M. DePaola of the law fi rm Floman DePaola, LLC are the authors of this 
article. This article has been prepared for general informational purposes only and is not intended to 
constitute legal advice or to create an attorney client relationship. Readers should not act upon the infor-
mation contained in this article without seeking advice from an attorney regarding the specifi c facts and 
circumstances of your case.

Did You Know?
 Gift Giving: Don’t Let Your Family 

Stumble Into an Inadvertent 
Medicaid Eligibility Problem

uNique fiNds By Annamarie 
Mastrangelo Amore

As human beings, each and every one 
of us has our trials and tribulations that 
we experience and, hopefully, overcome 
in our lives. I feel that the knowledge and 
perspective we garner from these experi-
ences should be shared with others to 
help them in their own journey.

For that reason, I would like to share 
my personal story. Recently, I went 
through a contentious divorce after 
a long marriage. This was a stressful 
time for me, with many life-changing 
decisions to be made. The prospect of 
navigating through the process was 
confusing, stressful and overwhelming. 
Fortunately, I was referred to Attorney 
Jacqueline F. Barbara, who represented 
me in my divorce. From the initial con-
sultation through the conclusion of the 
divorce. I was impressed not only by At-
torney Barbara’s expertise, knowledge, 
experience and professionalism, but also 
by her compassion and attentiveness. 
Attorney Barbara always responded to 

my questions, emails and telephone 
calls quickly and clearly addressed all 
my concerns. I knew that she truly 
cared about me as a person, not just as 
another client. As a result, I began to 
relax, knowing that I was in good hands. 
I felt confident with Attorney Barbara 
handling my case as she earnestly fought 
for my rights, informing and educating 
me every step of the way, as she expertly 
handled my divorce.

Attorney Barbara received her law 
degree from the University of Quinnipi-
ac School of Law in 1991 and is fluent in 
Italian. She concentrates her practice in 
the following areas: Family Law, Divorce 
Mediation, Personal Injury, Workers 
Compensation, Real Estate, Wills and 
Criminal. In addition, Attorney Barbara 
participates as a special master in both 
Milford and Bridgeport courts. Attorney 
Barbara’s Practice is located in Shelton. 
For more information, go to www.Jac-
quelinebarbaralaw.com.

weddings & engagements

savarese, JermiNe to wed
Louis and Paula Savarese of Orange are pleased to announce the engagement of 

their daughter Monica Savarese to David Jermine, son of Robert and Corrine Jermine 
of North Haven. Monica is a graduate of Southern Connecticut State University and 
is currently employed as a special education teacher in the Hamden school system. 
David is a graduate of Fairfield University and is currently employed as an Engineer 
at Covidien in North Haven. The couple have set a summer 2015 wedding date.
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1768 Litchfi eld Turnpike • Woodbridge
203-389-5377 • www.LMMRE.com

Residential
• Rockwood Manor Apts
• Hilltop Terrace Apts
• Lakeshore Apartments
• Kinney East Rock
• Central Street Apts
• Pondview Apts

Industrial
• Milford Industrial Park
• 136 & 140 Bradley 

Rd, Woodbridge
• Fulkerson Drive, 

Waterbury

Offi ce
• Blake Street Center
• McLagon Foundry
• Goldratt Institute
• Mt. Carmel Offi  ce
• 201 Orange Street
• 1768 Litchfi eld Tpke

Retail
• D’Andrea’s Plaza
• Westville/

Whalley Retail
• Allingtown Plaza
• CVS/BB Hamden
• Shops at Mt Carmel
• Grand & Ferry Plaza
• Branford Hill 

Retail Center

Condominium
• Victoria Beach
• Oyster Cove
• Phoenix Landing
• The Priory
• Mill Rock
• Longmeadow Milford

Mixed Use
• 21 Broadway 

(New Haven)
• 1240 Whitney 

Ave (Hamden)

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

WHY CHOOSE US?

APARTMENTS • CONDOMINIUMS • COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

Property Management & Maintenance • Financial Management
Leasing Services • Project & Construction Management

Advisory Services • Receivership Services

40+ Years of Experience
Friendly, Fast Service

Attention to Detail
Licensed & Insured

“We see things from the property owners’ point of view.”

500 Boston Post Rd. | Orange, CT 06477
(203) 799-7999

ww.dia-designs.com

ORNAMENTS FOR
ALL SEASONS

oraNGe Cub sCouts Hold 
“tri-paCk meetiNG”

On Monday, November 24th, Cub 
Scouts from Orange all came together for 
their annual “Tri-Pack Meeting,” which 
consists of Packs 922, 923, and 925. This 
year’s Tri-Pack Meeting was a special 
one for the scouts, who all received a 
lesson on fancy pigeon showing and on 
racing pigeons. The Cubmaster from Pack 
922, Jeff Cap, opened the meeting with 
a welcoming message and then shared 
a brief video, which was provided by 
the NPA (National Pigeon Association) 
and includes information on the pigeon 
hobby, facts about pigeon history, and 
explanations that pigeons are pets to 
tens of thousands of people in the United 
States, as well as in Europe. After the 
video Jeff Cap opened the presentation 
with sharing how he is a fancy pigeon 
breeder. He described how he started in 
the hobby at the age of eight years old 
when a racing homer become lost and 
flew into his neighbor’s garage and he 
caught the bird and brought him home 
to share with his father. At that time 
his father had explained how he raised 
pigeons and even earned his Boy Scout 
merit badge for “pigeon raising” back 
then. Jeff and his father kept the bird 
and traced it back to the owner, as each 
pigeon is marked with a band number 
that shows the year of birth and then a 
serial number. Each band has a unique 
set of numbers.

The following guest speakers were 
Greg and Joyce Cap. Greg explained the 
importance of caring for the birds and 
about the hundreds of different breeds 
there are. The scouts were excited when 
Greg brought out of his carrier a few 
fancy pigeons. There were pigeon breeds 
that you would never see in the wild – 
breeds such as Jacobin, Ice Pigeon, Old 
German Owl, Classic Frill, Oriental Frill, 
African Owl, and White Racing Homer. 
Scouts and parents had many questions 
from the cost of pigeons, to how do you 
care for them, to how can they get one!

The next guest speaker was Jon Spod-
nick, who is a well-known racing pigeon 
hobbyist in Connecticut. Jon’s father, 
Larry Spodnick, a former Scoutmaster 
Assistant for Troop 23 in 1969 was also 
in attendance, as well as Jon’s nephew, 
Jason, who is a current Boy Scout with 
Troop 370 from Newtown, CT. Jon ex-
plained how the birds are trained and 

spoke about the importance of pigeons 
helping during World War I and II. Some 
of the most famous military pigeons were 
Cher Ami, President Wilson, Big Tom, 
Colonel’s Lady, Steady, Lord Adelaine, 
The Mocker, and Spike. Cher Ami was 
the last hope of a New-York battalion. 
Many pigeons were already killed. Cher 
Ami reached his loft although he was 
wounded very badly. He saved 194 lives 
of the “Lost Battalion”. Once in America, 
he became the mascot of the Depart-
ment of Service. Cher Ami was a regis-
tered Black Check male carrier pigeon, 
one of 600 birds owned and flown by the 
U.S. Army Signal Corps in France during 
World War I. He delivered 12 important 
messages within the American sector 
at Verdun, France. On his last mission, 
Cher Ami, shot through the breast by 
enemy fire, managed to return to his loft. 
A message capsule was found dangling 
from the ligaments of one of his legs that 
also had been shattered by enemy fire. 
The message he carried was from Major 
Whittlesey’s “Lost Battalion” of the 77th 
Infantry Division that had been isolated 
from other American forces. Just a few 
hours after the message was received, 
194 survivors of the battalion were safe 
behind American lines. Cher Ami was 
awarded the French “Croix de Guerre” 
with Palm for his heroic service between 
the forts of Verdun. He died in 1919 
as a result of his battle wounds. Cher 
Ami was later inducted into the Racing 
Pigeon Hall of Fame in 1931 and received 
a gold medal from the Organized Bodies 
of American Racing Pigeon Fanciers in 
recognition of his extraordinary service 
during World War I.

Jeff Cap said that many parents, 
scouts and siblings were so amazed and 
fascinated at what they learned. To read 
more on pigeons, you can visit the local 
club’s website www.FaircountClub.com 
and click on FAQs. You can also visit the 
NPA website at www.npausa.com.

Cub Scout Pack 922 meets once per 
month as a pack and has several fun 
and exciting activities planned for the 
pack each and every year. If your son is 
interested in joining cub scouts (grades 
1st through 5th), you can visit Pack 922’s 
website at www.OrangeCTscouting.com 
for additional information and to email 
the Cubmaster, Jeff Cap.
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Gabriele
Ristorante & Pizza Italiano

326 Boston Post Rd.
Orange, CT 06477

203-799-2633
Lunch: Mon-Sat 11-4 

Dinner: 
Mon-� urs 4-9:30

Fri-Sat 4-10:30
Sun 12-9

Happy Hour
Mon-Fri: 4-6

Served in the lounge

Serving Our Neighbors Since 1973 ~ Family Owned
Visit our website: www.gabrielect.com

FULL MENU & PIZZA AVAILABLE FOR TAKE OUT

PARTY TRAYS & GOURMET STUFFED 
BREADS for ANY OCCASION.

@gabrielerestaurant

Reserve Your Holiday Party TODAY!

Smoothies With A Purpose.™

Catering and Fundraising
350 Boston Post Road, Orange

203-553-9559
Darien, CT • Branford, CT

Inspiring People to Live a Healthy and Active Lifestyle

Not valid with any other offer. For a limited time only. Valid at 
Branford & Orange locations only. Some restrictions may apply.

$500
MEDIUM

SMOOTHIE
7-9AM & 7-9PM

Monday-FridayESTABLISHED
IN 1973

BEGIN &
END YOUR 
DAY LIKE 

A KING

diNiNG witH susaN By Susan Noonan

CouNtry CorNer 
family restauraNt

I am always thrilled when I get a recommendation for a restaurant that offers 
delicious food and great service. My colleague and Woodridge resident, Cynthia 
Lamont, from New England Home Care is absolutely in love with the food, service 
and staff at The Country Corner Family Restaurant in Bethany. After my recent visit 
I definitely agree with her. This is truly a family operation as Mo Topciu, sister Qazi, 
along with dad Sam & mom Sandy, have owned Country Corner since 2000 where 
they have been preparing fresh, made from scratch, home-cooked meals, served 
in a family atmosphere. Dad, Sam has been in the restaurant business for 40 years 
and brings his wealth of experience with a wide range of specialties.

The location is known throughout the area for its oversized, overstuffed menu 
and friendly, family-oriented service. Country Corner is a great place for locals with 
plenty of large booths and tables for groups. Its dishes have met with rave reviews, 
as one loyal customer said “every dish offers homemade deliciousness and the gen-
erous portions will leave you well satisfied but not overstuffed”! Country Corner’s 
friends (like Cynthia) and customers are definitely the key to its success. Its many 
regular customers comprise a combination of neighbors, business professionals, 
locals and even tourists stopping in for a meal.

All menu items are served all day offering a mix of breakfast originals as well as a 
variety of lunch favorites including sandwiches, wraps, melts, burgers and options 
for veggie lovers. Dinner can start with a choice of appetizer, followed by one of 
its country salads or homemade soups. Entrée choices are made to order with the 
menu spanning from Italian and Greek specialties to steaks & chops, seafood and 
its delicious “Chef Suggestions”. Fresh homemade specials are offered daily with 
customers saying that it is like their Grandmother’s comfort food. Many of Country 
Corner’s ingredients are organic and are sourced from local purveyors. The desserts 
are amazing including homemade pies, cakes, rice, tapioca, & bread pudding. Milk 
shakes, root beer floats, & ice cream sundaes are also offered along with coffee, 
tea, hot chocolate, soda, etc. Wine by the glass or bottle and a variety of beers are 
also available.

I would like to share my lovely colleague Cynthia’s comments about her favorite 
restaurant: “My all time favorite as the fish is fresh, truly fresh, is the Zuppe de 
Pesce. The marinara sauce for this dish is homemade, flavorful and not over spiced 
and simply delicious. It could be made spicy if you desire. French onion soup is 
homemade and one of the best I’ve ever had anywhere-I usually get Swiss instead 
of provolone. NY strip steak is tender and high quality. Stuffed mushrooms are 
delicious. Braised short ribs yummy. Wine selection lovely. Breakfasts...Blueberry 
pancakes outstanding. Homemade real hash browns. Great coffee. Breakfast served 
anytime. Service warm friendly and makes you want to go just for that!” Thank you 
Cynthia for your great feedback.

country corner Family restaurant
756 Amity Road (Route 63), Bethany, CT 06524

Only 6 miles from the intersection of Racebrook Road 
(Route 114) & Amity Road (Route 63)

11 miles from Orange Town Hall – 7 miles from Woodbridge Town Hall
Phone - 203-393-1489 - Fax - 203-393-0125 - website: wwwcountrycornerdiner.com

Open 7 days a week – Sunday-Wednesday 6am-9pm – Thursday-Saturday 7am-10pm.

Reservations for large parties only -All major credit cards accepted - Handicapped 
accessible - Large parking lot –“Bethany Room” available for parties of 20-60-Take-
out & catering available on all menu items.

FINAL NOTES: Make a visit soon to this charming & quaint hidden gem in Bethany. 
Moe and his family will certainly make you feel like one of the family while enjoy-
ing Country Corner’s outstanding homemade comfort food for breakfast, lunch or 
dinner. Just a few miles down the road on Route 63. Please remember to support 
our local family owned businesses. Happy Holidays to all our faithful readers and 
thank you so much for supporting us all year long! If you have a favorite restaurant, 
e-mail susan@orangetownnews.com.
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Yves SaintLaurent     Louis Vuitton Ann taylor banana Republic

Abercrombie    Hollister J. Crew     White House Black Market     and many more………

Save this Holiday Season by shopping with us!  Find gifts
your friends and family will love;

at a price you will love even more.  Visit us today and $ave.
Save up to 30% OFF on select items.

MAKE MONEY$$$
Bring us your Winter clothing, shoes, handbags, jewelry, house wares, and collectibles.

$AVE MONEY$$$
Find the brands, styles, and goods you want for less.  Never pay retail again!

959 S Main Street, Cheshire (203)271-0475    320 Boston Post Rd., Orange (203)799-8075
2139 Silas Deane Hwy., Rocky Hill (860)257-3224

www.consignit.com
 Store Hours:

Mon-Sat 10-5  Wed/Thu 10-8 Sun 12-5 SALES ONLY!

 Consigning Hours:
Mon, Tue, Fri, Sat 10-3   Wed/Thu 10-6C
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Hitchcock Plaza
185 Boston Post Rd.
Orange, CT 06477

203-799-1301
Sun 10-5 • M-F 10-9

Sat 10-5:30
jessestoysct.com

1647 Whitney Ave.
Hamden, CT 06517

203-230-2840
Sun 10-5 • M-F 10-9

Sat 10-5
evanstoyshoppect.com

1100 Village Walk
Guilford, CT 06437

203-453-8560
Sun 10-5 • M-F 10-8

Sat 10-5
jordiestoyshoppect.com

BIRTH AND UP - TOYS FOR ALL AGES

JESSE’S
TOYS

EVAN’S
TOY SHOPPE

JORDIE’S
TOY SHOPPE

VOTED BEST 
TOY STORES 

IN NEW HAVEN COUNTY...AGAIN!

THE BEST IN TOYS

EVERYTHING TO MAKE
YOUR CHILDREN’S HOLIDAYS BRIGHTER!
EVERYTHING TO MAKE
YOUR CHILDREN’S HOLIDAYS BRIGHTER!
Baby Department • Building Toys • Crafts

Dolls • Games • LEGO® • Party Favors 
Playmobil®

 • Puzzles • Science • Trains

EXTENDED HOLIDAY HOURS!

2468 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT
203.248.6970

luciansfl oristgreenhouse.com
Mon-Sat 8:30-5 • Sun 12-4

JEWELRY

GIFTS

FLORAL

The children from Orange Community Nursery School and their families participated in 
the food drive facilitated by staff at the High Plains Community Center to provide food 

for families in need for Thanksgiving. They were very excited to deliver our donation.

278 Boston Post Rd  • Orange, CT 06477 • 203-298-4990
orange.cigar@yahoo.com • www.orangecigarandmore.com

www.facebook.com/
orangecigarandmore

Bring this ad and get 20% off any Premium Cigar Purchase
• CIGARS • CIGAR ACCESSORIES • GIFTS
• WALK IN HUMIDOR • FINE TOBACCONISTS
• HUMIDIFIED PRIVATE LOCKERS • CIGAR  LOUNGE 
• IMPORTED  WORLD CLASS TOBACCOS AND BLENDS
• ROLL YOUR OWN • E-CIGS • LIGHTERS • CUTTERS

Best Prices
Guaranteed!
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The Pulmonary Rehabilitation Program is a post-acute program 
for patients who su�er with chronic lung disease. The program is 
designed to address the needs of this population through a variety 
of specialty services and programs. 

The goal of the Pulmonary Rehabilitation Program is to help 
residents achieve and maintain maximum recovery potential, 
increase their functional status and decrease hospital admissions 
and/or lengths of stay. 

Call 203.877.0371 today for more information.

Enhancing Your Knowledge for Better Breathing

Girl Scouts from Amity Troop 60095 delivered cuddly pillows to the Ronald 
McDonald House. The scouts, along with 4H of Connecticut, sewed dozens 

of colorful pillow cases. The Ronald McDonald House will put them in 
welcome baskets to be given to families who move into the facility. For more 

information about Girl Scouts, visit GSofCT.org or call 1-800-922-2770.

Emily S. Lucibello, Esq. 
26 Broad Street
P.O. Box 5233

Milford, CT 06460
203-298-4658

www.lplawct.com 

THE LAW OFFICES OF 
EMILY S. LUCIBELLO, LLC. 

Divorce & Family Law
Criminal Defense

Business Law
Civil Litigation

www.orangetownnews.com
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165 Wooster Street
New Haven, CT

2038654489
www.consiglios.com

75 Years and 
Still Going 

Strong

Like us on Facebook for discounts!

Dear Community and Friends:

Changes are imminent at Saxon-Kent. We are downsizing. We 
are moving next door (where the shoe store was) in the same 
shopping center, Hitchcock Plaza in Orange. Our address 
and phone number will remain the same.

Our hours will change. We will be open from Tuesday through 
Saturday. We will be closed on Sunday and Monday. Our 
new hours are as follows: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10am – 
5:30pm, Thursday 10am-6:30pm, Saturday 10am – 2pm.

What won’t change is our devotion to our post-breast surgery, 
wig and compression customers, the people we will continue 
to serve. Our fittings and billings and alterations will be done 
in the same professional and compassionate way as we’ve 
done these many years.

These changes are being made with mixed feelings. We are 
looking forward to the future, but will miss those customers we 
will no longer be seeing on a regular basis.

Thank you all.

Very truly yours,

Betty, Kim, Nola, Harriet and Lorena

Orange – Hitchcock Plaza
203-795-3682

www.saxonkent.com

|   WAYBACKBURGERS.COM
ORANGE, CT   |   185 BOSTON POST ROAD   |   (203) 891-8538

FREE
JAKE CHEESEBURGER
WITH PURCHASE OF JAKE CHEESEBURGER, SIDE FRY & ANY DRINK 

Limit one per customer.
Not valid with online orders.
May not be combined with
any other offers. Orange, CT 
location only.

Kids Meal available for those 12 years of age and under. One Kids 
Meal with purchase of one adult meal. May not be combined with 
any other discount, offer, or coupon. Not valid with online orders. 
Offer only available on Wednesdays at participating CT locations.

FREE KIDS MEAL
WITH PURCHASE OF ADULT MEAL

Ev‹y Wednesday!

Q: I am a huge fan of “Graceland,” 
and I’m anxious to know if it will be back 
for another season. Can you give me any 
good news? -- Dana F., via email

A: I love being the bearer of good news: 
The USA Network has indeed renewed 
the crime thriller for a third season. 
Fans were getting a bit antsy for some 
news, since it seemed to take a bit longer 
than usual for the network to decide on 
the pickup. But we can all breathe more 
easily now, knowing that we won’t be 
left hanging after season two’s awesome 
cliffhanger finale. There’s no word yet on 
a premiere date, but I’d look for it come 
summer 2015.

***
Q: I need my “Rizzoli and Isles”! — 

Gina D., Conyers, Georgia
A: Well, that wasn’t really a question, 

Gina, but I think I catch your meaning. 
You’re wondering when TNT’s hit 
procedural crime drama will return from 
its midseason hiatus to finish out its 
fifth season, right? You have just a little 
while longer to hang on. Our favorite 
cop and doctor team (Angie Harmon 
and Sasha Alexander, respectively) will 
be back Tuesday, Feb. 17, at 9 p.m. ET/
PT. If you’re a “Perception” fan, you’ll 
be happy to know that it also returns 
that same night at 10 p.m., right after 
“Rizzoli and Isles.”

***
Q: My husband and I are fans of 

“Bates Motel.” I would like to know if 
it’s coming back and when. -- Gert B., 
Rochester, New York

A: A&E’s mesmerizing adaptation of 
the classic Alfred Hitchcock movie will 
return for its third season this coming 
March. Expect 10 more spine-tingling 

episodes of the Vera Farmiga and 
Freddie Highmore-starring thriller. 
Former “Sons of Anarchy” cast member 
Ryan Hurst joins the show for its third 
season, cast in the role of Chick Hogan, 
an ex-con who owns a bike shop and also 
runs an illegal firearms operation near 
Dylan’s new farm. He will butt heads with 
Dylan’s father, Caleb, who’s played by 
another “Sons,” alum Kenny Johnson.

***
Q: I am so happy that “Hot in 

Cleveland” has returned for another 
season -- it’s hard to find a good, fun 
comedy these days starring such 
wonderful and hilarious actresses. My 
daughter told me that she heard that it 
won’t be back after this season. Please tell 
me she’s wrong. -- Genevieve G., via email

A: I am sorry to have to tell you that 
your daughter is correct: The folks at 
TV Land recently announced that the 
current 24-episode sixth season of the 
hit comedy will be its last. In a statement 
from TV Land: “After five incredible 
seasons of ‘Hot in Cleveland,’ the sixth 
season, currently in production, will 
be its last. It’s been an honor to work 
with Valerie Bertinelli, Jane Leeves, 
Wendie Malick and the incomparable 
Betty White. We will continue to 
celebrate the show and are looking 
forward to a fantastic series finale.”

Freddie Highmore in “Bates Motel”
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Three year olds at Orange Congregational Church Nursery School celebrate 
Native American culture by holding a pow wow before Thanksgiving.

A few children from the 3 year old class at Orange Community Nursery School enjoy 
a story in our reading loft. They love to climb in and sit in the bean bag chairs and 
have the teachers read them a good book. If you would like information about our 

program, contact us at 203-795-3869 or visit our website www.ocnskids.com.

The 4 year old class at Orange Community Nursery School had lots of 
fun decorating their flat gingerbread houses. They did a beautiful job 
with them, each one a sweet unique creation. They could hardly wait 

for the end of the day so they can take them home to eat. Yum!

To kick off the holiday season, in November Mary L. Tracy School hosted Clint 
Chartier, a representative of the Plains Indians. Mr. Chartier brought to life 
the Native American culture. Pictured here, preschoolers are learning about 

the traditions of the first American land-dwellers. This month, all students are 
continuing to learn about tradition by sharing personal family traditions.

LIC #HIC0626518     www.pavementservicesllc.com    Fully Ins. 

203-268-PAVE (7283)

Paving • Sealing • Masonry
Drainage • Hot Crack Repair

CONCRETE
RESTORATION
SPECIALISTS!

Driveway
Sealing

& Hot Crack
Repair

Or 10% OFF, whichever is less.

$50
OFF



12/13/14
Join us and learn how you can save on individual health coverage

Enroll by December 15 so you can start using your benefits on January 1, 2015.

We can help.
• Hosted by UnitedHealthcare and open to the public at no cost
• Find out if you qualify for financial assistance
• Licensed representatives on site to assist you with the enrollment process

Remember to bring the following for easy enrollment:
• Birthdates for all family members who need coverage
• Social Security Numbers for all family members who need 

coverage (or document numbers for legal immigrants)
• Citizenship or immigration status and certificate 

of naturalization, if applicable
• Tax returns for previous years
• Employer and income information for every member 

of your household who needs coverage
• Policy numbers for any current health insurance 

plans covering members of your household
• Information about employer-sponsored coverage you 

or someone in your household is eligible for

WHERE
Courtyard Marriott
136 Marsh Hill Road
Orange, CT 06477
(Located off I-95 via Exit 41, directly
behind Outback Steakhouse

WHEN
Saturday, Dec. 13, 2014
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

©2014 United HealthCare Services, Inc. Administrative services are provided by United HealthCare Services, Inc. or their affiliates. Insurance coverage provided by or 
through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or its affiliates. Health Plan coverage provided by or through UnitedHealthcare of New England, Inc.

Can’t make it but still want information? Visit

uhctogether.com/individualCT

FREE
FLU SHOTS
for the first

200
adults



Bring this in for a

1-DAY GUEST PASS
440 Boston Post Road • Orange, CT • 203.298.9878 • Crunch.com

Monthly pricing applicable to the Base membership at the above locations only. A one-time enrollment fee and separate annual fee applies. Yearly membership pricing pertains to a pre-
paid Base membership, and includes all applicable enrollment and annual fees. Group fitness classes, tanning, and HydroMassage are available in the $19.95/month Peak membership 
only. Guest pass valid for first time guests only. Must be 18 years or older, and present valid local ID. Expires 12/31/2014. See club for details. ©2014 Crunch IP Holdings, LLC

JOIN TODAY 

& GET THE 

WHOLE YEAR 

FOR $129!

AWESOME CLASSES  •  TONS OF WEIGHTS  •  ZUMBA®  •  SHINY MACHINES  •   YOGA   •  PERSONAL TRAINING  •  TANNING   •  MILES OF CARDIO

Stop by or sign up on Crunch.com.
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the gift of  

CALL 

TODAY!  

(203) 795-5200 

Gift certificate packages starting 
as low as $60.00! 

Perfect for … 
CHRISTMAS | NEW YEARS | CHANUKAH 

THANKSGIVING | & MORE! 

DANCE  

Give 

this season! 

FRED ASTAIRE OF ORANGE 
(203) 795-5200 | 547B Boston Post Rd. Orange, CT 
www.fredastaireoforange.com 

Visit our website at www.OrangeTownNews.com

In business for over 40 years
licensed and insured
We are full service
electrical contractors

15% OFF
any residential

service call
with this ad
EXPIRES 2/28/15

Call us for a free quote
203.878.1872
We are growing and always looking for qualifi ed 
generator service techs and experienced 
and licensed electrical journeymen.

RESIDENTIAL
• Outlets • Switches• Dimmers • Spots • Recessed Lights
• Ceiling Fans • Data and Phone Lines • Smoke Detectors
• Carbon Monoxide Detectors • Service Galls • New Services
from 100-400 amp Service Revamps and Upgrades

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL
• Machine Wiring • Control Work • Explosion-Proof Work
• Offi ce Fit-Outs • Energy Saving Lighting• Parking Lot Lighting
• Complete Fire Alarm Systems • Additions • New Building
Wiring from the Ground Up • Building Services from
400-3000 amp 3 Phase 120/208 volt or 277/480 volt
• Switchgear and Panel Installations

We Will 
Beat

your best written 
estimate

At Always Best Care, every client receives extraordinary care 
with caring, compassionate people. Our caregivers will help 
you or your loved one stay at home by providing the highest 
levels of care and companionship.  Contact us today for a 
free care consultation.  We’re dedicated to exceeding your 
expectations ... always.

HOME CARE FOR SENIORS

Locations independently owned and operated throughout the United States.

Call (203) 877-1377 
www.AlwaysBestCareNewHaven.com

With the children are staff members Nicole DeAngelo and Danielle Seeley, 
(far left) and Emily Campagna and Shirley Klinger, (far right).

CHildCare CeNter makes 
seNior tHaNksGiviNG baskets
Thanks to the generosity of the children and parents of Holly Hill Childcare and 

Learning Center, several senior residents of Orange enjoyed bountiful Thanksgiving 
baskets filled with everything needed for a wonderful holiday dinner, along with a 
grocery gift card. Debbie Manson Fedorko, assistant director said, “The Thanksgiv-
ing food drive is the perfect opportunity for our staff to teach our young people a 
very valuable lesson…the meaning of caring and giving.”
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ALSO LOCATED AT:
203-375-7700 • 1112 Barnum Avenue • Stratford

.

Est. 1988

Happy Holidays
from

10% OFF
$100 or more
Cannot be combined with any other
offer or coupons. Expires: 02/28/15

15% OFF
$150 or more
Cannot be combined with any other
offer or coupons. Expires: 02/28/15

20% Off
$200 or more
Cannot be combined with any other
offer or coupons. Expires: 02/28/15

203-877-1102 • 864 Boston Post Road • Milford
Hours Mon-Thur 11am-11pm | Friday & Saturday 11am-12am | Sunday 11am-10pm

See our full menu at www.bellanapolipizzaonline.com

Holiday Special:Holiday Special:
$5 Bonus Voucher
FOR EVERY $25 IN BELLA NAPOLI PIZZA GIFT CARDS PURCHASED THIS HOLIDAY SEASON,

RECEIVE A $5 HOLIDAY BONUS VOUCHER. GIVE THE GIFT OF BELLA NAPOLI PIZZA & GET A LITTLE
SOMETHING EXTRA FOR YOURSELF! See store for more details & restrictions.
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CARPET • HARDWOOD • VINYL • STONE • TILE

(203) 553-9595
Like us on Facebook!

507 Boston Post Road, Orange
(Next to Bob’s Discount Furniture)

www.amoreinteriorsllc.com
Mon-Thurs. 10-7 • Fri 10-5 • Sat 10-4

25% OFF25% OFF

Free Design Services
Decades of Experience in Design Trends

Unique and Exclusive Product Lines
Visit us and experience the difference

ALL HARDWOOD 
CARPET & STONE
ALL HARDWOOD 
CARPET & STONE

Season’s
Greetings

&
Happy

New Year!














Anthony Coscia, Daniel Olson & Kyle Marieb.

troop 925 sCouts Complete 
eaGle proJeCts

A Boy Scout Troop 925 Eagle Court 
of Honor was held for two Amity High 
School students, Anthony Coscia and 
Kyle Marieb, and a Christian Heritage 
School student, Daniel Olson. The 
ceremony was held on November 9 at 
the Holy Infant Guild Hall. The three 
Orange residents completed their Eagle 
projects within the town. The ceremony 
included four additional Eagle Scouts in 
attendance, joining the three awardees 
in the Eagle Charge, led by Scoutmas-
ter, John Wesolowski. The young men 
were also presented with citations from 
the Town of Orange by First Selectman 
James Zeoli and a State of Connecticut 
legislative citation by Representatives 
Paul Davis and Themis Klarides.

Anthony Coscia’s Eagle project was 
to build a 14x14-foot observation deck 
with railings and a concrete landing 
pad on the back of Camp Cedarcrest’s 
small camp office. The deck provides 
additional space for meetings in a 
natural setting and a beautiful view of 

the pond. Anthony honored his father, 
Tony Coscia, by selecting him as his 
Mentor.

Kyle Marieb’s Eagle project was to 
coordinate the acquisition of materi-
als and supervise the construction of 
twenty additional wooden benches for 
the Orange Country Fair. The benches 
matched the current ones and were dis-
tributed throughout the fairgrounds to 
provide resting places for fairgoers. Kyle 
selected fellow Troop 925 Eagle Scout, 
Frank Kachmar Jr., as his Mentor.

Daniel Olson’s Eagle project involved 
the conservation of bats, which have 
been threatened by the White Nose 
Virus. Working with the Orange Con-
servation Commission, Daniel installed 
several bat houses on local green space 
and included a QR code to raise aware-
ness. Daniel selected two fellow Eagle 
Scouts for his mentors: his grandfather, 
Richard West, and David Kraus of the 
Orange Conservation Commission and 
Yale School of Forestry.
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Clubs & organiZations

eNHaNCe your Holiday spirit!
Tour five homes beautifully decorated by 
members of the garden club of Orange.

Tickets are $25 each, payable to The Garden Club of Orange.
Mail to: Julia Strawhince, 1 Red Cedar Road, Orange, 06477

Questions? HolidayTour@optonline.net
The Garden Club of Orange is a member of The National Garden Clubs, New 

England Region, and The Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut.

the garden Club of orange
presents

Sunday, December 14, 2014
12:00p.m. - 4:00p.m.

Home for the Holidays
a decorative tour of

five beautiful homes

tHe osborNe Homestead 
museum

The Garden Club of Orange, once again (for the fourth season) will be partici-
pating in the holiday event at the Osborne Homestead Museum in Derby, CT. The 
theme is “Holidays at the Symphony”. Approximately 9 area garden clubs participate 
in the celebration. Each club is assigned an area or room with a suggested theme. 
This year The Garden Club of Orange is responsible for decorating the kitchen and 
pantry. And our theme is percussion instruments - drums, bells, etc. Thank you to 
participating members Marion Rizzo, Violet Nastri, Sandy Horling, Diane Geary, 
Diana DeFillippo, Elly Torello, Nancy Bartel, Patti Logioco, and Nettie Bartocetti.

The event will be open to the public (at no charge - donations are welcome) from 
November 28th through December 20th, Thursday through Sunday, 10 AM – 4 PM. 
For further information call 203-734-2513.

The Garden Club of Orange is a member of The National Garden Clubs, Inc., The 
New England Region of Garden Clubs, Inc., and The Federated Garden Clubs of 
Connecticut, Inc.

maNy HappeNiNGs at tHe 
GardeN Club of oraNGe

December is a busy time for members of The Garden Club of Orange. We did our 
annual decorations for The Case Memorial Library’s rotunda in Orange on November 
24th. On December 2 we made wreaths for all public buildings in Orange. Our big 
event coming up is the “Home for the Holiday” House Tour on Sunday, December 
14, 2014 from 12 noon to 4 PM. Tickets are $25.00 per person which includes the 
tour of five homes and the tea from 2:30 to 4 PM. This is a major fundraiser for 
The Garden Club of Orange. With your support we are able to continue with our 
beautification of Orange. Tickets are available by calling Pat Dray at 203-877-7092 
or email Holidaytour@optonline.net.

The Garden Club of Orange is a member of The National Garden Clubs, Inc., The 
New England Region of Garden Clubs, Inc., and The Federated Garden Clubs of 
Connecticut, Inc.

OCW presents ShopRite gift cards to Orange Community Services.

oraNGe CommuNity womeN 
Help Needy families

Orange Community Women (OCW) donated nine (9) $30 ShopRite gift cards to 
Orange Community Services to help needy families in Orange during the holiday 
season. Pictured above are Susan D’Orso (left) and Maureen Boian (right) of OCW 
presenting the gift cards to Kim Callahan (center) of Orange Community Services 
department.

Orange Community Women is a community service organization which seeks 
to unite the women of Orange and surrounding areas to participate in community 
service. Some of the activities we undertake throughout the year include: hosting 
gatherings with the Tracy Bunch, providing holiday gift certificates to families in 
need, hosting gatherings for the seniors at Silverbrook Estates, supporting Girl 
Scout and Boy Scout service projects, providing an Amity Scholarship to a graduating 
senior each year , and participation in town events such as Relay for Life.

New members are welcomed! Please contact Donna Wesolowski if interested, 
203-799-3519.

Give oNe last Gift tHis 
Holiday seasoN

The American Red Cross encourages 
eligible blood donors to give one last gift 
this holiday season and discover the true 
meaning of giving by donating blood. 
Busy holiday schedules and seasonal ill-
nesses, like the flu, can often mean fewer 
donors giving blood. But for patients 
with cancer or other illnesses or injuries 
requiring blood transfusions, the need 
for blood is constant and doesn’t get a 
holiday break. The gift of a blood dona-
tion only takes about an hour and can 
give patients a chance to celebrate more 
holidays to come.

To encourage donations and show 
appreciation, all those who attempt to 
donate blood December 24 through 
January 4, 2015, will receive a long-
sleeve Red Cross T-shirt, while supplies 
last. Eligible donors with all blood types 
are needed, especially those with type 

O negative, A negative or B negative. To 
learn more about donating blood and 
to schedule an appointment, download 
the Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit 
redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

The following sites in our area are 
participating:
•	 December 24, 2014: 8 a.m. - 1 

p.m., New Haven Jewish Commu-
nity Center, 360 Amity Road, Wood-
bridge; and

•	 December 26, 2014: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
203 Urgent Care Center, 109 Boston 
Post Road, Orange.

Call today to reserve your ad space!
Display ads start at only $110 per issue.

Call  203-298-4399 to place your ad!

Visit our website at www.OrangeTownNews.com
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Clubs & organiZations

Turn Your Spare Time into 
a Real Estate Career.

Weichert® has 3 types of sales positions that 
suits your schedule for a rewarding career in 

real estate. Our training & proven systems 
are designed for success!

Join us at our Career Open House
on Tuesday Evenings from 7 to 8pm 

Orange Regional Center
236 Boston Post Road, 

near Racebrook Road intersection
Orange • 203-795-2700

WeichertRP.com

Call Sales Manager Rich Muttick, 
203-795-2377 to let us know 

you are coming.
(If Tuesday nights are not convenient, 

call Rich for a time that is convenient for you!)

and let us show you the many ways Weichert 
can help you earn money selling real estate!

deCember & JaNuary eveNts at tHe JCC
All events take place at the Jewish Community Center, 360 Amity Road, Woodbridge unless otherwise stated

december events
movie night

a rugrats Chanuka
Thursday, December 18, 4-6pm

Gather ‘round for a free family movie 
every Thursday in the JCC Living Room. 
We’ve got a great lineup of free flicks 
& popcorn so you can just drop in and 
watch with your friends and families! 
Everyone welcome. Contact: Anne 
Grant, (203) 387-2522 x300, anneg@
jccnh.org.

happy feet
Thursday, January 1, 2015, 4:00-6:00pm

We’ve got a great lineup of free flicks 
& popcorn so you can just drop in and 
watch with your friends and families! 
Everyone welcome. Contact: Anne 
Grant (203) 387-2522 x300.

anastasia
thursday January 8, 

2015, 4:00-6:00pm
We’ve got a great lineup of free flicks 

& popcorn so you can just drop in and 
watch with your friends and families! 
Everyone welcome. Contact: Anne 
Grant, (203) 387-2522 x300, anneg@
jccnh.org.

march of the penguins
Thursday, January 15, 2015, 4:00-6:00pm

We’ve got a great lineup of free flicks 
& popcorn so you can just drop in and 
watch with your friends and families! 
Everyone welcome. Contact: Anne 
Grant, (203) 387-2522 x300, anneg@
jccnh.org.

Senior Self-defense 
Workshop

Friday, December 19, 12-1:30pm

Join visiting instructor Bob Paul for 
a free self-defense workshop for seniors 
in our Living Room December 19th at 

noon! Bob offers self-defense instruc-
tion with a side of humor. Contact: 
Anne Grant, (203) 387-2522 x300, 
anneg@jccnh.org

december vacation programs
Full day childcare available 9:00am-

4:00pm; extended care available 
7:00-9:00am and 4:00-6:00pm; 
Kosher morning and afternoon 

snack provided, swimming, 
crafts, outdoor play and more.

friday, december 26
Come watch James and the Giant 

Peach; $42
AfterSchool/Kids Klub; $52 

Member/$62 Non-member

monday, december 29
Come run through the obstacle 

course; $45. AfterSchool/Kids Klub; 
$55 Member/$65 Non-member.

tuesday, december 30
Hands on Animals with Curious 

Creatures; $45. AfterSchool/Kids Klub; 
$55 Member/$65 Non-member.

wednesday, december 31
Come to our annual New Year’s Eve 

Ice Cream Party & Balloon Animals 
by Evan Gamberdella. NO PM CARE 
AVAILABLE. $45. AfterSchool/Kids 
Klub; $55 Member/$65 Non-member.

bagels and books!
Sunday, January 11, 2015, 

10:30am-12:30pm

This monthly breakfast schmooze 
provides a comfortable and welcoming 
space for families of all backgrounds 
and denominations to come together 
and celebrate Jewish values through 
an interactive story-time, singing, 
dancing and craft activity! Ages 2-5. 
Contact: Laura Ross, laurar@jccnh.org, 
203-387-2JCC.

January events
movie night

happy feet
Thursday, January 1, 4-6pm

Gather ‘round for a free family movie 
every Thursday in the JCC Living Room. 
We’ve got a great lineup of free flicks 
& popcorn so you can just drop in and 
watch with your friends and families! 
Everyone welcome. Contact: Anne 
Grant, (203) 387-2522 x300, anneg@
jccnh.org

march of the penguins
Thursday, January 15, 4-6pm

Gather ‘round for a free family movie 
every Thursday in the JCC Living Room. 
We’ve got a great lineup of free flicks 
& popcorn so you can just drop in and 
watch with your friends and families! 
Everyone welcome. Contact: Anne 
Grant, (203) 387-2522 x300, anneg@
jccnh.org.

vacation program (K-8)
Friday, January 2, 9am-4pm

Magic Show by Evan Gamberdel-
la; $45. AfterSchool/Kids Klub; $55 
Member/$65 Non-member. Download 
form and give it to Kari McInerney, JCC 
AfterSchool Program Director: (203) 
387-2522 x236, karim@jccnh.org.

Tuesday, January 6, 8:30am-4pm

Make your own slime! Full day child-
care available 8:30am-4pm. With ex-
tended care available 4-6pm. Kosher 
morning and afternoon snack provided, 
swimming, crafts, outdoor play and 
more.

$44 AfterSchool, $55 Member, $65 
Non-member All students must regis-
ter by Thursday, January 2nd. Registra-
tions after January 2nd there will be 
a $10 late fee. Download form from 
http://www.jccnh.org/after-out-of-

school and give it to Kari McInerney, 
JCC AfterSchool Program Director: 
(203) 387-2522 x236, karim@jccnh.org.

Monday, January 19, 7am-6pm

A variety of creative, fun, stimulat-
ing activities in a friendly atmosphere. 
Swimming, crafts, outdoor play and 
more. Full day childcare available 9am-
4pm. Extended care available 7-9am 
and 4pm-6pm. Kosher morning and 
afternoon snack provided. Contact: 
Kari McInerney, karim@jccnh.org, 
203-387-2522.

Live Jazz with blue 
plate radio

Begins Wednesday, January 7, 
2015, 5:00pm on a weekly basis

Join us in the Living Room for free 
Live Jazz Series, taking place on the 
first and third Wednesdays of every 
month from January through April 
2015. We’ll be listening to local jazz mu-
sicians brought to us through Blue Plate 
Radio, a popular online jazz station. 
Future Dates: January 21, February 
4, February 18, March 4, March 18, 
April 1, and April 15. Contact: Anne 
Grant, (203) 387-2522 x300, anneg@
jccnh.org.

preschool & Kindergarten 
Open House

Sunday January 11, 2015, 12:00-2:00pm

Explore Yeladim Early Learning 
Center’s dynamic hands-on learning 
environment. Meet our experienced 
staff, spend time in our classrooms, 
learn about enrichment programs, 
and tour the JCC spectacular facility. 
Children of all faiths and backgrounds 
aged 3 months through kindergarten 
are welcome. Contact Director Lynn 
Bullard at 203-397-7415 or lynnb@
jccnh.org.
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oraNGe CoNGreGatioNal 
CHurCH Holiday serviCes

Longest Night Service:
December 17 at 7:00 pm.
This service is a reminder that the time leading up to 

Christmas is a time for us to pause and reflect on the joy 
that will come. It is also a time for those who find this 
year challenging to join in a quiet, contemplative service 
of hope and healing.

The Joy of Christmas:
December 24, 4:00 pm
The Annual Christmas Pageant for Children and Adults
'An Instant Pageant'
December 24, 10:00 pm
A Service of Lessons, Carols, and Candlelight
Weekly Worship Services:
8:00 am in the Chapel
10:00 am in the Sanctuary
We invite you to join us each Sunday for worship and a cup of coffee afterwards.
Good people! Inspiration for living!
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here!

houses of worship events

CHurCH of tHe Good 
sHepHerd Holiday sCHedule

The Church of the Good Shepherd 
is busy preparing for Christmas and 
invites you to enjoy one of our upcom-
ing services. On Sunday, December 14, 
we will celebrate the Eucharist with 
Rev. Canon Tim Hodapp. Tim is the 
Canon for Mission Leadership with 
the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut 
and works with parishes, like ours, who 
are in transition. Immediately follow-
ing the 9 a.m. service, Tim will discuss 
the process ahead for the Church of the 
Good Shepherd as we select our next 
Rector.

On Sunday, December 21, we will cel-
ebrate two services. The early morning 
service at 7:45 a.m. is for all those early-
birds who still have holiday shopping to 
do. At the 10:30 a.m. service, the Christ-
mas Pageant will be showcased for chil-
dren of all ages. Immediately following 
the Pageant, we will host our Annual 
Cookie Swap and Wassail Party. On 
Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 
24, our Choir will begin singing at 4:30 
p.m. and our service will begin at 5 p.m. 
We are honored to have the Reverend 
Dexter Cheney celebrate Christmas Eve 
with us, as well as on Sunday, December 
28, when we resume our regularly sched-

uled services at 7:45a.m., followed by the 
Children’s Service with the JAM Band 
at 9 a.m. and concluding with a Choral 
Eucharist with the Choir at 10:30a.m. 
In addition to celebrating the Eucharist 
each week, we offer a community rich 
with fellowship.

This can be enjoyed on Saturday, De-
cember 13th when Pageant rehearsals 
begin at 9a.m. All are welcome to partici-
pate in this year’s Pageant. You can never 
have enough angels and shepherds. On 
Saturday, December 20th, our Church 
ovens will be on and all interested bakers 
are invited to help bake cookies for our 
Annual Cookie Swap that will take place 
on Sunday, December 21st immedi-
ately following the 10:30a.m. service. 
If you prefer to bake at home, then 
please bring 3-4 dozen of your favorite 
holiday cookies to share with others at 
the Cookie Swap and Wassail Party.

For more information, please call 
the Church Office at 203-795-6577 or 
email us at thegoodshepherd@opton-
line.com. Our office is located at 680 
Racebrook Road and is open Monday 
through Friday, 9a-12noon. For ongoing 
announcements, please visit the Church 
of the Good Shepherd’s Facebook page.

st. lawreNCe CHristmas 
CoNCert 2014

St. Lawrence Church is pleased to announce that its annual Christmas concert 
will take place on Sunday, December 21st at 2:00pm. This year’s program of holiday 
favorites features several wonderful guest artists from the area, who have performed 
nationally and worldwide: organist and pianist Jean Pierre Dumont, violinist Kate 
O’Brien, Kathy Bizub on trumpet, Barbie Harger, soprano, and the St. Lawrence 
Choir. The performance is led by Orange resident, Cantor/Music Director/tenor 
soloist Gary Harger, who has been featured on Broadway, National Tours, and with 
international opera houses and symphonies.

St. Lawrence Church is located at 505 Shelton Avenue in Huntington, CT. The 
concert is free and open to the general public --- all are welcome!

our lady of sorrows CHurCH 
CHristmas sCHedule

Our Lady of Sorrows church announces 
its upcoming christmas mass Schedule
Christmas Eve: Midnight Mass (12:00am), with 

schola choir and violin.
Christmas Day: 9:00am and 1:00pm
The church is located at 378 Spring Street in Orange 

(Racebrook Rd to New Haven Ave.)
Our Lady of Sorrows

Orange Congregational 
Church

temple emaNuel adult 
eduCatioN series

A film, “The Territory”, directed and produced by 
Dmitriy Khavin will be presented as part of the Temple 
Emanuel Adult Education Series at 4 pm on December 
13. Khavin will be at the showing to discuss the film and 
share his insights. It is an intimate look into the lives of 
Israelis from the former Soviet Union who have made 
their new home in the West Bank settlements. Some 
residents have moved looking for cheaper housing, some 
are motivated by Zionist ideology, and all are influenced by their experience of 
being an oppressed minority in the Soviet Union. “The Territory” (running time 42 
min.) is in Russian, Hebrew and Arabic with English subtitles. The trailer: vimeo.
com/50307975. Temple Emanuel is at 150 Derby Ave., Orange.

Temple Emanuel

first CHurCH of CHrist 
CommuNity Carol siNG

 Community Carol Sing, Sunday, December 14th at 3:00 p.m, at the First Church 
of Christ, Meetinghouse Lane, Woodbridge. Bring family and friends to join us at 
the church sanctuary to sing favorite Christmas carols. A reception will follow in 
the Parish House.

www.orangetownnews.com
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OIC Orange Insurance Center

A multi-line insurance agency providing professional, knowledgeable, 
personal service to individuals, homeowners, and businesses since 
1963. We represent a select group of outstanding insurance companies. 
Let us customize a package that meets your needs and budget.

Specializing in...

“Celebrating our 51st year.”

James Pascarella, President
Diane L. Eger, Vice President

Ken-Mike Tower
325 Boston Post Road, Suite #2B
Orange, CT 06477

PHONE: 203-799-2327
FAX: 203-799-1931
www.orangeinsurancect.com

HOME • BUSINESS • AUTO • LIFE

263 Boston Post Rd. Orange • 203-795-0664

Ice Cream
Cakes!

Creamy Soft Serve, Hard Ice Cream, Italian Ice, Shakes
Sundaes, Baseball Helmet Sundaes & much more

Proudly serving our town since 1956!

CoNGreGatioN or 
sHalom eveNts

Coffee & Learn! Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. New topic 
each week. Please join Rabbi Wainhaus.

LATKES & MAGIC - Friday, December 19th (follow-
ing the regular Friday night Service). Join us for this fun 
filled evening. We will light the menorah in the lobby 
at 7:00 pm and then gather in the Sanctuary for a brief 
Friday night service, the Oneg Shabbat will feature a 
magic show, latkes and gelt!

ZUMBA GOLD at Congregation Or Shalom on Tuesday and Thursday nights at 
7 p.m. Classes are easy to follow, lots of fun and no experience needed. Burn lots 
of calories and meet new friends. For information, call Robin at 203.314.8176, or 
temple office at 203.799.2341

Congregation Or Shalom is located at 205 Old Grassy Hill Road in Orange.

Congregation Or Shalom

houses of worship

HaNukkaH at temple emaNuel 
of Greater New HaveN

Come join the fun and celebrate Shabbat Hanukkah at Temple Emanuel. On 
Friday, December 19, we will welcome Shabbat with a music-filled service led by 
Rabbi Michael Farbman with the TE Band, the TE Childrens’ Choir and the newly-
formed TE Intergenerational Choir. We will fill the sanctuary with the light of our 
chanukiot and enjoy a delicious latke dinner with family and friends. All are welcome 
to participate in this joyous annual event. The service begins at 6pm; dinner reserva-
tions are required, and can be made by calling the TE office or going to our website. 
Not a member of TE? Come check us out. Temple Emanuel is located at 150 Derby 
Ave. (Rt. 34) in Orange. For more information about this and other services and 
events at Temple Emanuel, please go to www.templeemanuel-gnh.org, or call the 
TE office at 203-397-3000.

CALL TODAY TO DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS

203.799.8001 • Toll Free 866.799.9303
Al Mayer, LCSW - President • Gail Mayer, MSW - Vice President

Stacey Lee, CFO

www.eldercarect.com CT Reg.
#HCA0000334

ElderCare Services provides geriatric case management and 
care that nurtures the mind and body. It is one-on-one loving care 
that encourages independence.

Family Owned & Operated · Social Work Case Management

• Walking
• Exercises
• Transfers
• Medication Reminders
• Escort To Medical
• Companionship

• Personal Care
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Laundry
• Shopping
• Transportation

*Exclusions Apply. Redeemable After 4 Weeks Of Service.
COUPON EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2015

$150 COUPON 
to use towards LIVE-IN Service  

$50 COUPON 
for HOURLY Service

Assist With...

oraNGe resideNts!
Have an Upcoming Birth announcement,

anniversary, engagement or Wedding?
Send it to us with a photo and we will publish it Free. 
Orange Town News, p.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477

email: edit@orangetownnews.com
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JOHN J. CARANGELO

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Legal 
Experience 
You CAn 

Count On

• Wrongful Death Actions

• Estate Planning

• Residential Real Estate Closings

• Divorce Law

• Criminal Defense

• Personal Injury Litigation

• Probate Law

• Commercial Transactions

• Family Law

• Corporate Law

ORANGE

447 Boston Post Road
Orange, CT 06477

p: 203-397-1808
f: 1-203-306-3322

MILFORD

64 Cherry Street
Milford, CT 06460

p: 203-878-5600
f: 203-878-5610

THE LAW OFFICES OF

JOHN J. CARANGELO, LLC

dollar$ and $en$e

a true Gift
By Roberta L. Nestor

Gifting in its traditional sense rarely 
has strings attached. When you pur-
chase something for someone, and they 
don’t like the gift because it is the wrong 
size, color or brand, they can return the 
gift and or exchange it for something 
else they do like. Once you give the gift, 
it is a completed transaction. Gifting 
money is somewhat similar. You can 
give someone the gift of cash, but you 
can’t tell them what they can or cannot 
do with the cash. There are many myths 
surrounding “cash gifts” and what you 
can and can’t do.

How much can you give?
You can give the gift of cash in any 

amounts. There are no limits on how 
much you can gift. There is, however, a 
limit on how much you can gift without 
incurring a gift tax or without having to 
file a federal gift tax return. That limit 
is set each year and in 2014 (and 2015) 
you can gift up to $14,000 to each in-
dividual. A husband and wife could col-
lectively gift a child or individual family 
member $28,000 and not have to file 
a gift tax return. This is called the gift 
tax exclusion.

are there tax advantages 
to gifting each year?

In short, no. Despite what many 
believe, there are no individual tax 
advantages to the donor – the person 
giving the gift. If you are gifting amounts 
over the $14,000 (for example, a home, 
larger cash gift or a business) you should 
be filing a federal gift tax return. While 
there may not be any tax implications, 
the IRS is tallying up gifts to make sure 
they don’t exceed the lifetime gift tax 
exemption. This is the total amount that 
can be given away by an individual over 
his or her entire lifetime to any number 
of people that would be tax free. The 
lifetime gift exemption is indexed for 
inflation and for 2015 will be $5.43 
million.

Will i have to pay any 
state taxes for gifting?

Over the last decade, the few states 
that imposed stand-alone gift taxes have 
been largely abandoning them. In 2001, 
there were only four states that imposed 
true gift taxes; of course, CT was one of 
them. However, the other three states 
(Louisiana, North Carolina and Tennes-
see) have since repealed their gift tax. 

Connecticut remains the only state that 
imposes a gift tax for gifts exceeding $2 
million. That is unified with our estate 
tax with a top rate of 12 percent and also 
an exemption of $2 million. Of course, 
this only applies to gifts that exceed the 
federal exemption amount of $14,000.

In summary, the rules are simple: 
There are no tax benefits to receiving 
or giving gifts of cash, and there are 
no tax implications of gifting cash 
unless you exceed the lifetime exemp-
tion of $2million for the state of CT and 
$5.43million for federal taxes. So, why 
do people give the $14,000 gift of cash 
each year? Some parents reach a stage 
in their life when they feel like they will 
not outlive their savings and perhaps 
won’t even be able to spend it all. They 
may see their adult children struggling 
and in need of funds for many reasons, 
college for the grandkids comes to mind. 
Gifting can also be a means of removing 
assets from your estate. This usually 
comes into play when there is a potential 
long term care situation, you don’t want 
the nursing home (or state) to get your 
home or savings, so you start a pattern 
of gifting each year.

Whatever the reason, you truly need 
to understand federal and state gift tax 
rules especially if it involves a long term 
care situation. Gifting a home or assets 
bring upon different rules and tax im-
plications; you should always consult an 
attorney, tax advisor or financial advisor 
if you are unsure of the implications of 
gifting, especially as it relates to long 
term care.

Happy Holidays to All and Best 
Wishes for the year ahead!

Roberta L. Nestor is a financial advisor 
practicing at 491 New Haven Avenue in 
Milford, CT offering retirement, long term 
care, investment and tax planning services. 
She also offers securities and advisory ser-
vices as an Investment Adviser Representa-
tive of Commonwealth Financial Network 
– a member FINRA/SIPC and a Regis-
tered Investment Adviser. Fixed insurance 
products offered through Nestor Financial 
Network are separate and unrelated to 
Commonwealth. Commonwealth Financial 
Network or Nestor Financial Network does 
not provide legal or tax advice. You should 
consult a legal or tax professional regarding 
your individual situation. Roberta can be 
reached at Nestor Financial Network, 203-
876-8066 or roberta@nestorfinancial.com.

www.orangetownnews.com

oraNGe resideNts!
Have an Upcoming Birth announcement,

anniversary, engagement or Wedding?
Send it to us with a photo and we will publish it Free. 
Orange Town News, p.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477

email: edit@orangetownnews.com
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history Corner By Ginny Reinhard

Did They Have Black Friday Then?
Let’s go back for a minute to view New England’s 

war on Christmas. For the first two centuries of white 
settlement, most people did not celebrate Christmas; 
in fact, the holiday was suppressed by Puritans during 
the colonial period and ignored by their descendants. 
It was actually illegal to celebrate Christmas in Mas-
sachusetts between 1659 and 1681 with a fine of 5 
shillings. By the middle of the 19th 
century, Christmas did gain legal rec-
ognition as an official public holiday 
in New England.

The Puritans had two reasons for 
the lack of a celebration on Decem-
ber 25th. They often pointed out that 
the date was incorrect for the birth 
of Christ and the fact that in past 
celebrations, it involved offensive 
behavior with rowdy public displays 
of excessive eating and drinking, 
mockery of the establishment, 
begging in the streets with invasion 
of the wealthier families. Caroling 
took on the form of begging with 
a song requesting pear wine and 
without being served, windows 
would be broken and other of-
fensive acts.

So, fast forward to Christmas Eve, 1822 when 
Dr. Clement Clarke Moore unveiled what can be said is 
the most popular Christmas poem of all time. A note 
about Orange here...it was in 1822 that the Town of 
Orange was born - two great events in one year. Going 
on. Moore wrote his poem for the enjoyment of his 
children but a listener sent it to the Troy Senti-
nel the following December for 
publication, anonymously. As 
a writer of rhymes and poems, 
Dr. Moore was embarrassed by 
“A Visit from Saint Nicholas” but 
by 1844 and its success, he took 
ownership of it.

Up to this point, gifts were in 
the form of special celebratory food 
and family celebrations involving 
homemade items, and non-materi-
alistic gift giving. As merchants both 
in Europe and America delved into a better way of life, 
the idea of buying and selling for the holiday began to 
take on a life of its own. Some people have the opinion 
that the United States put the “C” for commercialism 
in Christmas. But let’s not sweep us 
all with the same sentiment.

In the first part of the 20th century, 
gifts were a great deal simpler than 
they are today. Clothing was common 
for adults and children with the kids 
being given a toy or two, yes two, for 
their enjoyment. In 1903, the crayon 
was “born” giving rise to the artistic 
talents of children while the teddy 
bear, four years later, was created by 
Morris and Rosie Michtom. The couple 
got the idea from a cartoon of the day, 
showing a hunting trip taken by Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt where the 
president had refused to shoot a bear 
that had been tied up for him.

Mrs. Michtom made a small stuffed 
bear and her husband displayed it in the window 
of his store with the cartoon. President Roosevelt 
gave the couple permission to market the bear as 

the Teddy Bear. With the teddy 
bear snuggled in the arms of the 
children another toy emerged in 
1914. Can you guess? It was a build-
ing toy, no not Lincoln Logs, Tinker 
Toys!...I still have mine. Raggedy Ann 
dolls followed in 1918 becoming one 
of the more popular dolls of that time. 

Imagine, she was 
more popular 
than the por-
celain dolls that 
were manufactured in Germany 
and are now worth hundreds of 
dollars. Checking EBay, there 
are not many examples of the 
earliest dolls as she was cloth 
and well loved and yes, I still have 
mine!

Despite the Depression of the 
1930s, toy manufacturers came 
up with new and innovative toys, 
affordable to the middle class. This 
toy is somewhat popular today and 
the ones produced by Duncan are 
valuable indeed…ah you’re right…
the Yo-yo. Early Dun-
can’s are valued at 

about $35.00. After the nation made it 
through the Depression and World War 
II, the country began to prosper with 
more jobs, better pay and gifts were 

affordable, especially 
toys.

In the late 1940s 
and 50s science 
fiction toys were 
popular and 
Flash Gordon made the 
youngsters aware of life in outer 
space. Howdy Doody was all the 
rage and no I didn’t get him for 
Christmas but another mario-
nette from the Small Fry Club…

ok I still have him too. The Howdy Doody 
show, with its array of characters, spawned puzzles, 
stuffed animals, comic books, paint sets, sewing kits 
and Howdy himself as a puppet and marionette. It 
was not until the 1990s that I bought myself a “real” 
Howdy Doody marionette for $110.00.

Toys of yester-year only gain in 
value both monetarily and emotion-
ally. What is considered the first doll 
portraying an African-American was 
the Jackie Robinson doll in 1950. Who 
can forget the joy in the faces of the 
boys when receiving a model train set 
made by Lionel, American Flyer or 
Marx? Are you waiting for me to tell 
you that I had a train for Christmas? 
No, I didn’t but my Uncle George let 
me play with his standard gauge train 
for several years in the 50s, set up on 
my basement floor.

I can still hear my Dad telling me 
not to go into the cellar because he 
had machinery down there and I 

might get hurt walking around. I don’t remember 
even wanting a train, but I must have because my Dad 
went to great lengths to set up the 1940s track and 
refurbish the engine. I played with that set for hours 

and wish I had it today.
As the years rolled on, more and 

more toys appeared on television 
making children’s Santa Claus list 
longer and longer with letters to 
Santa more sophisticated than 
before. 1954 was a big year for 
Buck Rogers, but by the next year 
he was outdone by Davy Crockett, 
with a whopping $100 million in 

Crockett-related items. What else did we Baby 
Boomers want for Christmas? Well, let’s see. Silly 
Putty, Frisbees, hula hoops, Mr. Potato Head, slot 
cars, Betsy Wetsy dolls, Lego blocks…yes they are not 
today’s new toy, pogo sticks, Game of Life, matchbox 
cars and the Chatter telephone from Fisher Price.

Although Barbie debuted in the 1950s, she ap-
peared in a Sear’s catalog for the first time in 1961 and 
has engaged children ever since. Of course the boys 
had G.I Joe, but he was shelved at a time when the 
nation had doubts about our involvement in South-
east Asia, but he made a comeback in the 1980s. The 
1960s brought us lunchboxes of our favorite T.V. 
character, Hot Wheels, the Super Ball, Tonka trucks, 
Twister and a myriad of board games: Clue (my fa-
vorite), Monopoly, Risk, Candyland, Go to the Head 
of the Class, Scrabble, Operation, Yahtzee, Cooties, 

The Mousetrap and others still on 
store shelves today. Although the 
original games remain popular, 
some have taken on a modern twist 
to entice today’s youngsters to try 
their hand at an “old” game.

Who can forget the Cabbage 
Patch Dolls, Nintendo, Coleco 
Vision, Atari and the ever-popular 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles? 
Although the Smurf’s have made 
another appearance, the original 

characters were more benign. In contrast to the in-
nocence of Howdy Doody came Bart Simpson with 
books and clothes that parents, squeamish at best, 
succumbed to their children’s demands.

With all of our efforts to please our children, none 
of us can forget the expensive toy that was played with 
for a brief time and gave way to the one without noise 
or batteries but one that energized their imagination.

Happy Holidays to you all.

Avoid the crowds at the mall and shop at 
the Academy Antique and Collectible Shop 

at 605 Orange Center Road in Orange.

The Historical Society is showcasing 
unique items that are sure to please those 

“hard to shop for” family and friends. 
Open every Saturday from 10-3, society 
staff members are on hand for tours of 
the historical Academy in addition to 
helping you choose just the right gift.

Old toys, china, glassware, oil lamps, dolls, 
silver, iron kitchen collectibles, artwork, 
vintage jewelry and more are available at 
reasonable prices. For those of you who 
have collected the Wade animals, come 

see what’s available at the Academy.

For information call 203-795-3106.
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1. neighbors (r)
Seth Rogen

2. live die repeat: edge 
of tomorrow (pg-13)

Tom Cruise
3. hercules (pg-13)

Dwayne Johnson
4. sex tape (r)

Jason Segel
5. a million ways to die 

in the west (r)
Seth MacFarlane

6. deliver us from evil (r)
Eric Bana

7. Maleficent (PG)
Angelina Jolie

8. godzilla (pg-13)
Aaron Taylor-Johnson

9. the fault in our stars (pg-13)
Shailene Woodley

10. transformers: age of 
extinction (pg-13)

Mark Wahlberg

top 10 pop Singles
1. taylor swift

“Shake It Off ”

2. meghan trainor
“All About That Bass”

3. maroon 5
“Animals”

4. tove lo
“Habits (Stay High)”

5. Jessie J, ariana
grande & nicki minaj

“Bang Bang”

6. bobby shmurda
“Hot Boy”

7. ariana grande &
the weeknd

“Love Me Harder”

8. hozier
“Take Me to Church”

9. iggy azalea feat. rita ora
“Black Widow”

10. Jeremih feat. yg
“Don’t Tell ‘Em”

top 10 country Singles
1. Carrie underwood

“Something in the Water”

2. Jason aldean
“Burnin’ It Down”

3. sam hunt
“Leave the Night On”

4. little big town
“Day Drinking”

5. blake shelton
“Neon Light”

6. keith urban
“Somewhere in My Car”

7. tim mcgraw
“Shotgun Rider”

8. maddie & tae
“Girl in a Country Song”

9. florida georgia line
“Dirt”

10. frankie ballard
“Sunshine & Whiskey”

Michael Fassbender as “Frank”

EDITOR’S NOTE: DVDs reviewed 
in this column will be available in 
stores the week of Dec. 8, 2014.

piCks of the week

“Guardians of the Galaxy” (PG-13) -- 
Peter Quill (Chris Pratt) -- or “Starlord,” 
as he tries to get people to call him -- is 
an aspiring space bandit who stumbles 
into possession of the All Powerful Space 
Gem. Well, it turns out that a merciless 
alien warlord really needs that space gem 
for his space genocide. The Galaxy’s best 
hope lies in Starlord and his reluctant 
allies: an ill-tempered raccoon-hybrid 
(Bradley Cooper), a green assassin lady 
(Zoe Saldana), a rampaging alien who 
doesn’t get figurative language (Dave 
Bautista, also known for pro wrestling 

and MMA) and a talking tree guy (Vin 
Diesel).

It’s everything you want from the 
Marvel super-summer movie, with 
enough of a twist so it doesn’t feel like 
a recolored Avengers. If you missed it 
on the big screen, it’s still well-worth 
picking up before the inevitable sequel.

“Dolphin Tale 2” (PG) -- In the last 
movie, a dolphin named Winter received 
a second chance thanks to a prosthetic 
tail fin and a group of dedicated humans. 
This time around, Winter loses her tank 
mate, and it’s up to a pair of teenagers 
(Cozi Zuehlsdorff and Nathan Gamble) 
to care for Winter and help find her a 
new companion. There’s some human-
based drama, too, but the real draw lies 
in the sea creatures, the struggles to 
care for them in the right way, and the 
aquatic photography.

Some critics have panned it as a little 
too saccharine-sweet. It’s certainly sen-
timental, but there is drama enough to 
entertain without stealing too much 
screen time from the pretty animals. 
This is a feel-good flick that families and 
aspiring biologists can enjoy together.

“Frank” (R) -- An eccentric and 
inspiring musician spends his life 
wearing a cartoony paper-mache 
head and writing music in a notation 
system that he invented himself. By 
Frank’s side are his soul-mate (Maggie 
Gyllenhaal) and a somewhat bewildered 
young drummer (Domhnall Gleeson). 
This oddball semi-adventure follows a 
brilliant-yet-bizarre frontman whose 
character is drawn from several real-
life rockers with complicated or unique 
personas. Oddest of all was the decision 
to cast Michael Fassbender in a role that 
hides his face for the duration. If you’ve 
got an urge for a flick with some spunk 
and a skewed perspective, give Frank a 
chance to weird you out in a good way.

Carrie Underwood

1. What was the title of Freda Payne’s 1970 Motown hit?
2. Who was “Edythe Wayne”?
3. Why were photographs of Angelo D’Aleo often missing 

in snaps of Dion and The Belmonts?
4. Which 1965 pop hit uses the melody from Bach’s “Minuet 

in G major”?
5. Name the song that contains this lyric: “Now I’ve got a 

guy and his name is Dooley, He’s my guy and I love him 
truly, He’s not good lookin’, heaven knows, But I’m wild about his crazy clothes.”

1. “Band of Gold.” The song tells of a couple on their honeymoon who end up sleeping in separate rooms.
2. This was the pseudonym of three Motown writers (Lamont Dozier, Brian Holland and Eddie Holland), who weren’t allowed to write under 
their real names due to a legal dispute.
3. D’Aleo was in the Navy and wasn’t always able to get back for photo shoots.
4. “A Lover’s Concerto,” first recorded by The Toys. The only difference is the meter.
5. “Pink Shoelaces” by Dodie Stevens (born Geraldine Ann Pasquale) in 1959. In the song, Dooley enlisted in the “fightin’ corps” but objected 
when they tried to put him in a uniform. He wanted tan shoes, pink shoelaces and a polka-dot vest.

entertainment
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top 10 movies
1. dumb and dumber to (pg-13)

Jim Carrey, Jeff Daniels

2. big hero 6 (pg)
animated

3. interstellar (pg-13)
Matthew McConaughey, Anne Hathaway

4. beyond the lights (pg-13)
Gugu Mbatha-Raw, Nate Parker

5. gone girl (r)
Ben Affleck, Rosamund Pike

6. st. vincent (pg-13)
Bill Murray, Melissa McCarthy

7. fury (r)
Brad Pitt, Shia LaBeouf

8. nightcrawler (r)
Jake Gyllenhaal, Rene Russo

9. ouija (pg-13)
Olivia Cooke, Ana Coto

10. birdman (r)
Michael Keaton, Zach Galifianakis
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HOLLYWOOD -- Meryl Streep will 
transform herself into an opera singer, 
opposite Hugh Grant, when they start 
shooting “Florence Foster Jenkins” 
in May. Director Stephen Frears 
(“Philomena” and “The Queen”) will turn 
Meryl into the real-life heiress/socialite, 
who lived from 1868-1944. She was a 
soprano known and ridiculed for her 
lack of rhythm, pitch, tone, aberrant 
pronunciation and generally poor singing 
ability. Meryl should have a field day with 
this one!

***
Stephen Collins, the pastor patriarch 

of “Seventh Heaven,” recently made 
headlines when his wife of 27 years, 
actress Faye Grant, released marriage-
counseling session tapes that allegedly 
revealed Collins’ inappropriate behavior 
with two young girls some 30 years ago. 
No charges were ever filed, but when she 
leaked the tapes to the media, Collins 
was fired from the sequel to “Ted” and 
a recurring role on “Scandal.” Despite 
monthly spousal support of $13,000, 
Grant has been angling for a bigger share 
of the $12 million Collins has amassed 
from his TV and film work. But the 
laugh is on her, because her second set 
of divorce lawyers have asked her to 
find other representation. The couple 
has already spent more than $1 million 
in legal fees.

***
We’re sad to report the passing of 

Carol Ann Susi, from cancer, at age 62. 
She was the voice of Howard Wolowitz’s 
mother (mostly off-screen) on the top-
rated CBS comedy “The Big Bang Theory.” 
Ironically, her first acting job also was my 
first acting job, on the series “Kolchek: 

The Night Stalker.” In the 1974 episode 
titled “They Have Been, They Are, They 
Will Be,” I played Leon Van Heusen, 
a TV repairman by day and a seeker 
of UFO’s by night who goes into the 
woods with communication equipment 
to contact aliens. Carol Ann played 
Monique Marmelstein, Darren McGavin’s 
secretary in many of the episodes that 
followed. I turned to photography and 
writing; she went on to appear in many 
shows, including “Grey’s Anatomy,” 
“King of Queens,” “Seinfeld” and the film 
“Death Becomes Her” with Meryl Streep 
and Goldie Hawn.

***
James Maslow, who starred for four 

years on “Big Time Rush,” dazzled us on 
season 18 of “Dancing With the Stars” 
and has danced himself into the new 
Sony Crackle series, “Sequestered,” with 
Patrick Warburton and Jesse Bradford, 
and the upcoming thriller film “Wild is 
the Night.” He can sing, dance and act, 
and he’s only 24. That’s what we call fancy 
footwork.

Meryl Streep

by tony rizzo

king Crossword answers on page 38

ComiCs/Crossword/hollywood
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Orange’s Exclusive Newspaper
Mailed Free to every Home in Orange

Mailed Free to every Business in Orange & Milford

your ad here
Call Today: 203-298-4399

busiNess Cards ads as little as $30 per issue
2 Issues for $80 or 5 Issues for $150 • Reach Every Home and Business in Orange!
send your Card & payment to: orange town news, p.o. box 1126 orange, Ct 06477 or pay online at www.orangetownnews.com

Fully Insured
Arborists Lic #62419

Don’s Tree Service
& Construction

Topsoil • Concrete Work • Sidewalks
Asphalt Work • Driveways
Excavation • Lawn Mowing

203-795-4474
don@DonsTreeCare.com

MARK STEEVES
HOME REPAIR

THE SMALL JOB SPECIALIST

SERVING ORANGE FOR 15 YEARS
REFERENCES

Insured CT License #582579

203-799-0253 203-795-FUEL(3835)

38 Marsh Hill Rd., Orange, CT 06477

Orange’s oil company

TamaroOil.com

You Call, We Haul, SAME DAY!

serviCe direCtory

About Time Oil

Great Low Prices
Speedy Delivery

Here For You Anytime

(203)360-4604

Handi Firefighter
*Painting Inter./Exter.

*Sheetrock/Taping
*Handyman Services

*General Repairs
Call Rich: (203)215-4488

H.I.C. #0636096   “In The Service of Others” Insured/Free Estimates

BENEDETTO LANDSAPING
& LAWN MAINTENANCE

CALL RANDY: (203) 208-0503
www.BenedettoLandscaping.com
Owner Operated & Insured | Over 35 Years of Experience HIC0629850

• FALL CLEAN UPS
• Weekly Lawn Mowing
• Landscape Design & Installation
• Hedge & Shrub Trimming, Mulch

Benedetto Painting &
Home imProvement
new Construction

additions
Kitchens & Baths

Painting interior & exterior
Power Wash

and much more ...
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

OVER 25 YEARS

ray Benedetto

Office 203-619-2186
Email: rayb1129@yahoo.com
www.benedettopainting.com

Fully Insured - CT LIC 0630250

10% OFF WITH THIS AD

B B

&
LANDSCAPING

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL, FALL CLEANUP

TREE REMOVAL • MULCH • EDGING • WEEDING • CHIPPING

SHRUBS TRIMMED AND REMOVED • LAWN CUTTING • SEEDING

TOP SOIL • SHRUBS AND TREES PLANTED • GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS

Call Bill
203-915-9597

bpuchala64@icloud.com                                      FULLY INSURED

Randy Pegnataro, Owner Operator
51 Russell Road, Bethany, CT 06524

(203) 393-2851 • randfwelding@gmail.com

• Weld, cut, bend and drill most metals
• Refurbish metal furniture (sandblasting & painting)
• Computerized Plasma Cutting (signs & shapes)

Sharon Hine Landscapes, llc
Landscape Services & Perennial Gardens

Design & Installation-Property Maintenance
Clean-ups-Mulch-Lawns-Shrubs Trimmed/Removed
NOFA/Organic Land Care--Fences-Stone Work

sharonhinelandscapes@yahoo.com
www.sharonhinelandscapes.com

Free Consultation/Insured/References

Sharon L. Hine
203 668 6315

CT-HIC 0639623

Randy’s Snow Plowing

Lawn and Snow Plowing Services

203-745-7650

randysplowing@gmail.com

facebook.com/randyssnowplowing

PO Box 657

Derby, CT 06418

BILL MAREK
EXCAVATING & SEPTIC 
SYSTEMS LLC
SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED 
AND REPAIRED

•  SEPTIC TANKS CLEANED
•  PERCOLATION TESTS &    
    REAL ESTATE 
    INSPECTIONS
•  EXCAVATING

(203)-410-1137

KBM Lawn & Landscape, LLC
Family Owned and Operated

Over 30 Years Creating & Maintaining Beautiful Landscapes

Free Estimates / Fully Insured • Ct Lic. # 612550
 

BUS: 203-387-LAWN (5296) • www.KBMLandscaping.com

Design • Construction • Maintenance

Commercial & Residential

Luxurious Massage Spa
501 Boston Post Road, Orange CT, 06477

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL
1 hour Massage & 1 hour Facial $100.00

Present this ad to receive discount

203-466-9176

J.M. Kriz design · print · web

mike@jmkriz.com
print + web design

Design your perfect ad, brochure, website, 
banner, newspaper, poster, magazine, flyer...
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serviCe direCtory
CASSELLA ELECTRIC, LLC

Residential Services
- Since 2005 -

Licensed and Insured
Ct E1-192933

Rob Cassella
(203)627-9167

r.cassella@yahoo.com

Lori Carbonell
TRAVEL

PLANNER 860-874-8805

lori@zipadeedoodahtravel.net

travel
helping families make memories that last a lifetime

deatH NotiCes
the Orange town news will publish death notices 
for Orange families free of charge as a service to our 

readers. Family members please email notice (limit 250 
words, please) to: edit@orangetownnews.com

death notiCes

betty (bray) d’ostilio
Betty (Bray) D’Ostilio, 80 of Oronoque Village, Stratford, wife of Frank D’Ostilio 

Sr., died peacefully in her home on Thanksgiving Day after a long illness. Born in 
Bridgeport, December 29, 1933, she was the daughter of the late Clarence and 
Edith Bray.

Betty lived most of her life in Orange and Stratford. She had many longtime 
friends and loved to have them and their families over to the family swimming 
pool in Orange for picnics and parties. It would infuriate her if it was a beautiful 
sunny day and nobody was using the pool. She truly enjoyed when her boys and 
their friends were playing in the yard and pool.

Besides, her husband of 53 years, she is survived by her sons Frank (Mary) 
D’Ostilio of Woodbridge and Robert (Alyssa) D’Ostilio of Cheshire, and grandchil-
dren, Andrew, Mark, Luke, Lily and Christina.

A funeral Mass on Saturday November 29, 2014, was held at Our Lady of Assump-
tion Church, 81 Center Road, Woodbridge. Burial was private. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to the charity of one’s choice in honor of Betty. To offer 
online condolences, please visit www.Larsonfh.com.

natalie livolsi rossi
Natalie Livolsi Rossi, 96, of Orange passed away peacefully with her family by 

her side on November 29, 2014. She was the beloved wife of Alfred Rossi for 74 
years. In addition to her husband, Mrs. Rossi is survived by 
her children Louise (the late Peter) Durante, Alberta (Bill) 
Girasuolo and John Rossi, four grandchildren Denise (Robert) 
Wentworth, Peter (Tina) Durante, Carrie (Joe) Lucibello, Billy 
(Milo) Girasuolo and 8 great grandchildren. She was predeceased 
by 2 sisters Mary Tarini and Vera Severino and four brothers 
Larry, Sammy, Joe and Tony Livolsi.

For Natalie, her family came first. She loved music and dancing 
and was noted for her sewing and crochet skills. She enjoyed 
trips to NYC to see the latest Broadway musicals. In later years, 
her travels included a very special trip to Italy.

A special thank you to her aides at Orange Health Care for the compassionate 
care she received.

Arrangements were handled by the West Haven Funeral Home at the green. A 
Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated in Holy Infant Church at 10 o’clock. Burial 
was in Mt. St. Peter’s Cemetery. Should friends desire, contributions may be made 
to Alzheimer’s Disease Research Unit, 1 Church Street, Suite 600, New Haven, CT. 
06510. To leave an online remembrance, please visit www.westhavenfuneral.com.

Natalie Rossi

www.orangetownnews.com

uNtil Next time: How to paCk 
your Holiday deCoratioNs 

Soon it will be time to bid farewell to 
another holiday season. By now the gifts 
have been unwrapped and the last of the 
turkey leftovers are long gone. The only 
task that remains is to put away all of 
those holiday decorations that have been 
decking the halls since Thanksgiving.

Although packing holiday decorations 
may not be a favorite task, the following 
strategies can save both time and effort.

Get motivated. The first supply you 
need when putting holiday decorations 
away is a healthy 
dose of motivation. 
It's easy to put off 
the taking down 
of lights or rolling 
up of holiday gar-
lands, but the 
earlier you start 
the more quickly 
you can move on 
from the holiday 
season. Plan a 
day when you 
can pack away 
decorations, and 
do not schedule 
anything else 
for that day.

Purchase 
storage bins. 
Stock up on 
storage bins 
as they go on sale. Even if you end 
up with extra bins you ultimately don't 
need to store holiday decorations, you 
will no doubt find another use for them. 
Choose bins of various sizes and don't be 
afraid to use takeout containers, which 
can hold smaller items and be stacked 
inside of larger bins to keep everything 
neat and organized. Zip-top storage bags 
are also handy for ornament hooks and 
other small trinkets.

Find cushioning material. Fragile or-
naments will need to be packed in some 
sort of soft wrapping to prevent break-
age. Tissue paper, newspaper, old dish 
towels, and even faux polyester "snow" 
can be used to line bins and boxes. Label 
accordingly so you can isolate the break-
able items.

Start with the tree. If you have a live 
tree, this should be the first item you 
remove. The longer the tree dries out, 

the bigger the mess it creates. Take down 
the lights and spool onto an empty paper 
towel tube or package into individual 
plastic bags to avoid knots and kinks. 
Thread a tree bag over the top of the 
empty tree and scoop around the bottom 
to contain as many pine needles as pos-
sible. Drag the tree outdoors and dispose 
or recycle according to neighborhood 
collection guidelines. Vacuum up any 
fallen needles. If you have an artificial 
tree, take the same steps, but store the 
tree away for next year.

Divide your home 
up into quad-
rants. You 
likely use the 
same decora-
tions in the 
same places 
each year. To 
make decorat-
ing easier next 
year, dismantle 
holiday displays 
and pack them 
up according to 
specific areas of 
the home. For 
example, store all 
picture window 
decorations in 
one bin and label 
thusly. Continue 
to store decorations 

according to the room where they are 
hanged. Items that are used strictly for 
outdoors can be grouped together and 
stored in the garage.

Use a giftwrap organizer. Under-
the-bed storage containers are ideal for 
storing gift wrap and assorted acces-
sories. You also can use a hanging shoe 
organizer to store bows, tape and name 
tags. Wrapping paper rolls also can be 
stored horizontally over rafters in the 
attic or garage.

Be especially careful with candles. 
Pack candles separately from other 
items, as candles must be kept in a 
relatively cool area so they do not melt 
when temperatures rise.

Keep an empty bin handy. Use this 
bin to store any gifts or decorations you 
buy throughout the year. This way you 
won't forget where you stashed them.
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Classified ads start at Just $20!
Call 203-298-4399 for more information.

All real estate advertising in the Orange Town News is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin, or an intention to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination. 
Familial status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children under 18. 
The Orange Town News will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law.

605 DOGWOOD ROAD
Joanne B Ruggiero to Shijie Jia .................................................................$370,000

254 WILSON ROAD
Albert J Hansen to Wesley Zebelman .......................................................$350,000

864 SHAGBARK DRIVE
Alex Filipowich to Ryan Miller ...................................................................$250,000

318 GOOSE LANE
Sunrise Hill Estates LLC to Robert McNulty Jr ........................................$496,098

123 CHERRY HILL ROAD
Christopher J Vendola to Kenneth R Waldo Jr ........................................$540,000

127 SUNRISE HILL CIRCLE
Sunrise Hill Estates LLC to Phyllis J Grabinski ........................................$373,597

483 FERRY ROAD
Peter A Persano Jr to Kevin Carrano .........................................................$349,000

637 SOUTH GREENBRIER DRIVE
Gino Alfaro to Peter A Persano ..................................................................$469,900

38 SKYVIEW ROAD
Thomas L Hutchison to Gino E Alfaro .......................................................$945,000

483 HALLIWELL AVENUE
National Residential Nominee Services In to Deepa Shirali ....................$277,500

305 GOOSE LANE
Sunrise Hill Estates LLC to Kevin J Hadlock ............................................$512,786

368 GRASSY HILL ROAD
Craig Calistro to Robert Gambardella .......................................................$302,000

1057 BEECHLAWN TERRACE
Krzysztof Boddanowicz to Roberto Hipolito Rivera ................................$245,000

WOODBRIDGE - THANK YOU ! We are fully occupied and taking names for our 
waiting list. One and Two Bedroom. Applicants must be 62 or older or disabled. 
One Bdrm-$998/mo; Two Bdrm-$1057/mo including all utilities. Off street parking, 
on-site laundry, gardens, courtyard, on busline, handicapped accessible. CHFA 
Financed. EHO. Gibson Assoc., Inc. 175 East Mitchell Ave, Cheshire, CT 06410. 
Ph: 203-272-3781. TDD 1-800-545-1833 Ext 165

SPACE TO LEASE - 3000 square feet. Large overhead door. 15.5 ft ceiling. Gas 
heat. Perfect for storage or refinisher/woodworker. $1500/mo. 1012 Boston Post 
Road, West Haven, CT. Call owner 203-934-5747.

ACADEMIC TUTORING - For middle and high school students in: math, algebra, 
english, geometry, time mgt. / study skills, writing & research papers, vocabulary, 
PSAT, ACT & SAT tests. Also: college applications and essays, ASVAB, GED, TEAS, 
GRE, and CPA exams, accounting, economics and finance courses, and securities 
licensing exams: Series 7,63, 66. Email: ddubinsky.nva@gmail.com, or call David 
at: 203-219-1698.

A.D. MASONRY - New construction or repair. Brick, block, stucco, stone, chimneys, 
walks, or patios. CT Registered - Insured. Phone 203-795-4527 or visit our website 
at: www.crofut.com/a.d.masonry/.

HOUSE CLEAN-OUTS - Helping Hands Community Thrift Store offers house 
clean-outs and a donation pick-up service. Let the items you donate reduce the 
cost of the clean-out. Your donations are tax-deductible. Call Allen 203-214-3038.

EXPERIENCED SENIOR CAREGIVER – Just finished five year care position. 
Compassionate and patient, 25 years of experience. Quality companion and caregiver 
for elderly and Alzheimer’s. References available. Contact Ann at ann45789@yahoo.
com or call 203-982-1520.

PIANO LESSONS - LEARN TO PLAY TODAY! Your home, all levels, experienced 
teacher, free first lesson. Call 203.362.7932 or email fun2readmusic@gmail.com.

WANTED - Art, Clocks, Coins, Dolls, Estate Jewelry, Military, Silverware, Trains, 
Gold, Silver, etc. Call Joseph & Carol Ferry Antiques at 203-795-4644.

DONATIONS WANTED - Helping Hands Community Thrift Store raises money 
for over 175 local non-profits. Donate your furniture, housewares, clothing etc. 
and make a difference! Call 203-782-4800 for Furniture Pick-Up. Two Locations for 
donation drop-offs and shopping: 334 Boston Post Rd, Orange and 77 State Street, 
North Haven; www.helpinghandsctfb.com.

property transfers

for rent

wanted

serviCes

for sale

help wanted
SALES ASSOCIATE/ CUSTOMER SERVICE - Consignment Originals, 320 Boston 
Post Rd, Orange. Looking for a great job? Well we are looking for hardworking, high 
energy, people loving employees! You can apply on our website www.consignit.com 
or come into our Orange location for more details.

DELIVERY DRIVER/WAREHOUSE - Looking for an experienced delivery driver/
warehouse worker. Responsibilities include local deliveries of feed and supplies, 
pick-up and delivery of power equipment, and assisting in the warehouse. Must 
be team oriented, be able to lift up to 100 lbs and have a clean driving record. If 
interested please call 203-393-0002 or stop in for an application. Lock Stock & 
Barrel, 770 Amity Road, Bethany

PARTS/COUNTER PERSON - Looking for detail oriented person capable of 
looking up/ordering parts, helping customers, writing repair orders, data entry. 
Sales experience and general mechanical knowledge a plus. Must be team oriented, 
be able to lift up to 100 lbs and have a clean driving record. If interested please call 
203-393-0002 or stop in for an application. Lock Stock & Barrel, 770 Amity Road, 
Bethany

BRONZE STATUES – Buddha and South Asian. 24 to 40 inches tall. Heavy. Call 
203-887-8891.
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arts & leisure

CouNtry CrooNer 
Has loCal ties

By Laura Fantarella - Orange Town News Correspondent

Chestnut Hill Road resident Tracey 
Saxe says he’s a “sucker for a CD” so 
when he saw a stack of singer/song-
writer Marla Morris’ release, “Ready 
For The Rain” on the counter at Chip’s 
Family Restaurant he immediately pur-
chased it. Not only did he love Morris’ 
voice and the country lyrics, he saw she 
was living in Nashville – the destination 
where Saxes’ New Haven law firm, Saxe 
Doernberger & Vita was planning an 
upcoming corporate event.

As the wheels started turning about 
whether he could snag the country 
crooner to be a headliner at his firm’s 
Nashville event, Saxes’ wife Heidi real-
ized there was actually a local connec-
tion to the singer. Marla is the daughter 
of Orange natives Dena (Napoli) and 
Michael Morris who grew up in Bethany 
and graduated from Amity High School.

Unsure of how to reach her, Saxe 
called the firm’s venue, the well-known 
Nashville “Listening Room,” and asked 
if they could find her. “They said ‘Sure, 
she’s played here a few times and we 
love her!’”, Saxe said. For the 22-year-old 
Morris, the booking was a mystery until 
the night of the event when she met Saxe 
during the sound tests. “My friend from 
the Listening Room had contacted me 
about playing at a private event, but he 
didn’t have much information except 
that it was a law firm and I had no idea 
who had requested me,” she said. She 
was further intrigued when another 
Orange connection, former resident 
Nancy Mingrone Alletto called Morris’ 
dad Michael and said her husband Ray 
would be a guest at the event.

On the evening of the event, Morris 
finally “connected the dots” and was 

happy to deliver a rousing show to 
more than 375 people who attended 
the annual Construction Insurance Risk 
Management Convention. “She put on 
a helluva show, people were dancing 
and having a ball,” Saxe said. “The music 
was great and she was yelling ‘Go Con-
necticut!’ She writes all her own songs 
and she is a very impressive songwriter. 
I could not believe how much presence 
she had on stage. She’s a young kid and 
she looks like she has been doing this 
for years.”

It was a great gig for the 22-year-old 
Morris who has been performing around 
the country since graduating from Amity 
and more recently, Belmont University 
in Nashville. “The Listening Room was 
packed, which was really great -- artists 
rarely get to perform for that many 
people in Nashville very often,” she said.

Morris has been hard at work writing 
songs and recording her latest CD, 
“While the Streetlights Shine” which 
comes out today. Visit marlamorris.com 
for a copy or to hear her music.

tHe broadway boys 
Holiday CoNCert tour

The Broadway Boys Holiday Concert tour is coming 
to Fairfield University’s Quick Center for the Arts on 
Saturday, December 20, 2014 at 7 pm. The concert will 
feature holiday songs from their newly released CD, 
Hark!, and a mix of Broadway show tunes. The concert 
benefits the Jamie A. Hulley Arts Foundation, www.ja-
miehulleyartsfund.org. Tickets are $35 and $40. Call the 
Quick Center Box Office at 203-254-4010 or purchase 
online at quickcenterforthearts.secure.force.com/ticket.

Marla Morris

Matthew Dicks, AHS Students, Amy Miller and Cara McConnell.

CoNNeCtiCut autHor visits 
amity reGioNal HiGH sCHool

Matthew Dicks is a local teacher and author of the novels Memoirs of an Imagi-
nary Friend, Something Missing and Unexpectedly, Milo and the rock opera The 
Clowns. Matthew visited Amity Regional High School on November 25th at 7pm 
in the AHS Library. The evening was full of laughter and fun. Matthew discussed 
how he became a writer, gave away prizes and answered questions. The event was 
hosted by the Jamie A. Hulley Foundation and AHS Young Adult Book Club.

Gallery at towN Hall 
feature artist

patricia brundage, mnEc will be the January/
February feature artist at the gallery at town Hall.

As an artist and a self-taught photographer my mission is to produce a pleasing 
image with each click of the shutter which can be translated into a work of art either 
as a unique and original image, painting or combination of the two. The choice of 
printing medium for each image is also a major factor in the final presentation. The 
majority of my images are printed, matted and framed in-house after use of various 
software programs to enhance the original images.

I have served the photographic community as President of the Greater Bridgeport 
Camera Club, a Director of the Connecticut Association of Photographers, member 
of the Milford Arts Council, a member of NAPP and the PSA. I am currently an active 
member of the Shoreline Art Alliance, Nature Photographers' Network, Stratford 
Arts Guild, New Haven Camera Club and the Fairfield Photographers' Network. 
I serve as a judge and successful participant in local, national and international 
competitions. The New England Camera Club Council honored me with the title 
of master member for my photography skills and for my service to the camera club 
community. The numerous seminars in the area help keep me up-to-date on new 
methods and processing.

The adventure of the search, the variety of subjects, post processing techniques, 
the company of good friends and the pride in the result keeps me in the constant 
pursuit of new and more unique images.
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loCal sports

amity pop warNer 
CHeerleaders to NatioNals

The Amity Pop Warner Pee Wee 
Cheerleaders have been practicing hard 
since August 1st and their hard work 
paid off when they came in First Place 
on November 15th at the New England 
Region Pop Warner Cheer and Dance 
Championship in the Pee Wee M1 cat-
egory. The Pee Wee team is composed 
of 20 girls, aged 9-12, from Bethany, 
Orange and Woodbridge. During August 
they practice 4 or 5 nights a week and 
once school starts they practice three 
times a week and cheer at Pop Warner 
football games on Sunday. Their quest to 
go to the National Championships began 
in October when they competed at-and 
won-the Southern Connecticut Pop 
Warner Championships. This allowed 
them to compete at the Regional Cham-
pionships where again they came in first. 

The final stop on the road is the National 
Championships. They will be compet-
ing on December 9th at the ESPN Wide 
World of Sports complex at Walt Disney 
World in Orlando along with 400+ other 
cheer teams. Amity Pop Warner last won 
a National Trophy in 2010 and they are 
hoping to bring another trophy back 
home this year! Pop Warner empha-
sizes scholastic achievement and the 
girls must maintain a good academic 
record to be allowed to participate in the 
program. But, even though they are busy 
with school work and practice, they are 
spending a lot of time fundraising. Keep 
an eye out for these athletes as they will 
be out and about, holding bake sales and 
shaking the can at various locations or 
visit http://www.gofundme.com/fk2a40 
and make a donation today.

Joe Biondi ‘15 Signs to Play Lacrosse at Florida Southern; Evan 
Lumpinski ‘15 Signs to Play Baseball at UMass-Amherst

loCals bioNdi & lumpiNski siGN 
to play ColleGiate sports

Two Notre Dame of West Haven 
student-athletes made college commit-
ments in their respective sports in front 
of family and friends. Joe Biondi ‘15 
signed to play lacrosse at Florida South-
ern, while Evan Lumpinski ‘15 will take 
his baseball talents to UMass-Amherst.

Biondi, who hails from Orange, has 
been a three-year stalwart on the Green 
Knights lacrosse team. A midfielder, 
Biondi was named co-captain for the 
2015 lacrosse team. He also had a stellar 
summer playing for Team Connecticut 
and Unparalleled Lacrosse in several 
prestigious tournaments, including 
the Brine National Lacrosse Classic in 
Maryland. “Joe is a do-it-all midfielder,” 
said Notre Dame Head lacrosse coach 
A.J. Alessi. “He is a tough kid, who is an 
offensive threat, can shoot with both 
hands, and a key face-off guy for us. He 
had a great summer and I am excited for 
this college opportunity for him.”

Biondi, who also plays hockey for 
Notre Dame, chose Florida Southern 
for a pair of reasons. He said, “It’s a 
great academic school which has a 
unique human movement performance 
academy that will help me achieve his 
goal of becoming a physical therapist. 
Plus, it has had a lot of recent lacrosse 
success and I am looking forward to con-
tinuing that.”

Biondi added, “I am thankful for my 
family, who helped me immensely with 
this process as well as all my coaches and 
teammates who have helped me get to 
this point. While I am looking forward 

to my college experience, I can’t wait to 
get both my senior year of hockey and 
lacrosse seasons underway.”

Meanwhile, Woodbridge resident 
Evan Lumpinski ‘15 signed to play base-
ball at UMass-Amherst. A key contribu-
tor on last spring’s Notre Dame state 
champion baseball team, Lumpinski is a 
great hitter who can play multiple posi-
tions, including outfield and first base.

Lumpinski led Notre Dame with 22 
RBI’s and 2 HR’s last season. His .300 
batting average was fourth on the team 
while he was second with five doubles 
and third on the team with 24 hits. He 
also had the go-ahead RBI single that 
gave Notre Dame the lead for good in 
Notre Dame’s 9-2 championship-game 
win over Masuk last June at Palmer 
Field.

“I liked the coaches at UMass a lot,” 
said Lumpinski, who will serve as a tri-
captain for the Notre Dame baseball nine 
this coming spring. “I wanted to go to a 
big school, it’s close to home, and I feel 
like I have a chance to contribute right 
away. They offer my major as I want to 
study environmental science so the com-
bination just felt like the best fit for me.”

“Evan has a great swing and had some 
big hits for us last year,” said head coach 
Lou Kessler ‘77. “He is a strong kid, who 
can hit for power but go to the opposite 
field as well. Hitting is not easy but he 
can make it look easy at times with his 
sweet swing. He is someone you want 
at the plate with runners in scoring po-
sition.”

Call today to reserve your ad space!
Display ads start at only $110 per issue.

Call  203-298-4399 to place your ad!

tHe oraNGe towN News oNliNe
Online version of the Orange town news

www.orangetownnews.com
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Left to right: Bottom row: Kelly Thomas, Leia Foyer, Meadow Blakeslee, 
Jillian Martin, Jenna Walsh. Top row: Asst. Coach Bridgett Foyer, Asst. 

Coach John Walsh, Emily Brown, Jenna Van Hise, Catherine Thomas, Abby 
GaNun, Head Coach Robyn Martin, Asst. Coach John Blakeslee.

amity forCe Girls basketball 
7tH Graders are baCk

The Amity Force Girls Basketball 7th graders started off their preseason with 
taking home the winning trophy in the Milford Preseason Basketball Tournament. 
This is just the beginning of the basketball season and the girls are already looking 
strong and will be a Force to be reckoned with as the season progresses. Under the 
instruction of Head Coach, Robyn Martin, the girls played 5 games to bring home 
the trophy. Great job to all the girls and the coaches!

Billy Panzella with Joe Bonsangue of Mr. Kold Kuts in Orange.

loCal studeNt Completes 
eaGle sCout proJeCt

Billy Panzella, 15, is a sophomore at Joseph A. Foran High School. A Scout for nine 
years, he is currently under the guidance of Troop 1 Scoutmaster, Mark Krom. This 
holiday, Billy decided to develop and coordinate a special collection drive to benefit 
the local non-profit organization Boys & Girls Village, Inc. (BGV). This project will 
support earning an Eagle Scout designation – a first in Billy’s family.

Billy shared his reason for choosing Boys & Girls Village, Inc. as a beneficiary, “I 
believe BGV is a great organization that does wonderful things to help less fortunate 
children and families and give these kids a chance to be better and more productive 
citizens in their communities.”

Among the businesses hosting this special holiday collection drive are: Mr. Kold 
Kuts and Orange Ale House, both on Boston Post Road in Orange; The Milford 
Bank branches, Wines and More West, Anthony D’s Bar, Stonebridge Restaurant, 
Off the Hook Restaurant, all in Milford. Those wishing to donate can drop off a new 
unwrapped toy until December 12th. Small donation cans have also been set up at 
various businesses around the City to collect monetary donations.

When asked what it means to him personally to achieve Eagle Scout rank, Billy 
shared, “When someone reaches the rank of Eagle Scout it says something about 
them as a person. It shows what you are capable of doing, if you are determined and 
put your mind to something. It helps to teach you to be a responsible, productive 
member of the community.”

project details
Billy describes the project: “I decided to do this project because I wanted to do 

a service project for the Boys & Girls Village. I approached Mr. Joseph Tramuta, 
Co-Chair of their Board of Directors with this idea, and he paved the way for me 
to move forward. I have set up donation boxes in various locations around Milford 
and Orange. Once collected, my plan is to deliver the toys to BGV, and assist with 
wrapping and distributing the presents to the children. I am getting the word out 
to friends and family to get passed on for many to hear. I have placed posters with 
the boxes at the drop off locations to announce the toy drive. I was very pleased 
when The Milford Bank agreed to let me place boxes at their branches since they are 
so spread out throughout the city that it will be convenient for anyone in Milford 
to get to their nearest branch.”

According to the BSA’s website, Eagle Scout is the highest advancement rank in 
Boy Scouting. To earn the rank a Boy Scout must, progress through all other ranks 
in proper order, earn 21 merit badges, serve 6 months in a troop leadership posi-
tion, take part in a Scoutmaster conference, plan and develop a service project and 
successfully complete an Eagle Scout board of review.

For more information on Troop 1 visit Troop1milford.org, or Boys Scouts of 
America, Connecticut Yankee Council. For more information on Boys & Girls Village, 
Inc. visit www.bgvillage.org.

loCal sports

submit your loCal 
sports pHotos, artiCles 

& sCHedules
email edit@orangetownnews.com

Shanghai GourmetShanghai Gourmet
China Bistro

533 Boston Post Road
Citibank Plaza

Orange, CT 06477

Tel: 203-891-8788
Fax: 203-891-8688

Open 7 Days a Week
Monday-Thursday 11:00 am-10:00pm. 
Friday & Saturday 11:00 am-11:00pm.

Sunday 12:00pm - 10:00pm.

Luncheon Specials Served 
Monday-Saturday 11:00am-3:00pm.

10% OFF COUPON!
Dine-In or take-out, with this coupon. Offer expires 1/15/15.

Visit our website at www.OrangeTownNews.com
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bark bytes…
By Vicki & Richard Horowitz

keep the holiday season fun 
and safe for your dog

In planning for this season’s holiday festivities, it is important to keep your pets 
in mind. While most of us welcome the sights, sounds and smells of the season, 
holidays can also be chaotic—especially for dogs. Holiday festivities can interrupt 
a dog’s routine and present a potentially unsafe situation. But by following a few 
common-sense tips, the holidays can be cheery for everyone—including the family 
dog.

Holiday foods can be harmful
•	 Many holiday foods can be harmful to canines, causing symptoms as mild as an 

upset stomach or as severe as vomiting and diarrhea. Avoid giving your dog fatty 
or spicy foods, bread dough, fresh herbs, alcohol beverages, caffeine and sweets 
of all kinds—especially those with chocolate or xylitol, an artificial sweetener.

•	 Particularly dangerous are cooked poultry bones. Cooked bones easily splinter, 
and the bone shards can cause choking, get stuck in your dog’s gums or possibly 
damage his intestines. Instead, treat your dog to “dog bones” specifically designed 
for him to chew. Ask your veterinarian for suggestions.

•	 Discourage your dog from foraging in the garbage—secure lids on all trashcans.
•	 It’s natural that you’d want to share holiday treats with your dog. While a little 

taste of turkey or sweet potatoes can make your dog happy, don’t overdo it—too 
much of a good thing can make him sick.

decorations are not playthings
•	 Keep your pet away from holiday plants, many of which are poisonous, such as 

holly, mistletoe, poinsettias and amaryllis (a type of lily). Also be sure all pot-
pourri is out of your pet’s reach.

•	 Snow globes can contain antifreeze, which is toxic to dogs. Whether in the garage 
or in a snow globe, keep antifreeze products away from your happy, tail-wagging 
dog. If there is an antifreeze spill, keep your dog out of the room while you clean 
up the liquid. Dilute the spot with water and floor cleaner to ensure your dog 
does not lick the area later.

•	 Keep electrical wires and batteries out of your pet’s reach. Chewing or biting 
anything electrical can cause him shock or burns.

•	 Don’t leave lighted candles unattended. A lit candle knocked over by a swinging 
tail can burn your pet or cause a fire.

christmas trees can be hazardous
•	 Anchor the tree to the ceiling or wall to prevent it from tipping over.
•	 Hang non-breakable ornaments near the bottom of the tree.
•	 Avoid putting tinsel on your tree. If ingested, tinsel can twist in your dog’s 

intestines and be deadly.
•	 Don’t let your dog drink the Christmas tree water. The water may contain pre-

servative chemicals, which can trigger severe indigestion in dogs. Stagnant plain 
water can breed bacteria and cause nausea or diarrhea to the pet that imbibes.

•	 Regularly sweep up fallen pine needles, as they can puncture holes in a dog’s 
intestines if ingested.

Help your dog feel safe and relaxed
•	 Most dogs get very excited when guests arrive. To help your dog be calmer, 

exercise him prior to the festivities. After 30 minutes of walking or playtime, 
your dog will more likely be relaxed or want to nap.

•	 As a general rule, don’t allow the family dog to greet unfamiliar guests since 
unusual activities and commotion can cause him extra stress.

•	 Give your dog a break from the hubbub by putting him in his crate or in a quiet 
room with his doggie bed. Allow him to rejoin the festivities after guests have 
arrived.

•	 Pets stressed by unfamiliar events typically pant more, so keep your dog’s water 
bowl filled with fresh water.

pets like presents too!
•	 Help your dog stay busy and out of the holiday trimmings by giving him fun, 

safe gifts.
•	 The Buster Cube™ and Kong™ are virtually indestructible puzzle toys that reward 

your dog with treats and keep him well entertained.

please don’t give a pet as a surprise gift!
A cute puppy might seem like the perfect gift choice, but many of these holiday 

presents end up at animal shelters. Owning a dog takes a genuine commitment 
of time and responsibility, and adoptive owners must be ready to participate in 
training and other activities. If someone you know seriously wants a dog, consider 
giving a leash and collar, or a dog training certificate from Bark Busters along with 
a note saying a dog of the recipient’s choice comes with it. This helps ensure the 
lucky person gets just the right pet to bring into the family.

Following these simple tips will help make the festivities safe and happy for your 
whole family, including your canine companions.

Vicki and Richard Horowitz, of Woodbridge, are dog behavioral therapists and trainers 
with Bark Busters, one of the world’s largest dog training companies. For more informa-
tion, call 1-877-500-BARK (2275) or visit www.dog-training-new-haven-ct.com.

Sarah and Linsday Buteux

traditioNal irisH musiC at 
st. Gabriel parisH Hall

The P.V. O'Donnell Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann session of traditional Irish music 
will feature Lindsay (concertina) and Sarah (fiddle) Buteux from Rockland County, 
New York on Thursday, December 18, St. Gabriel Parish Hall, 26 Broadway, Milford, 
7:45 pm. Their father, Chris Buteux, will accompany them on guitar. Admission to 
the session is free. BYOB. Musicians, dancers, singers and guests are welcomed.

Sarah is an under-18 all-Ireland fiddle champion. She won first place in August 
2012 at the fleadh in Co. Cavan, Ireland. Sarah and Lindsay will also be bringing 
handmade soaps for purchase for last minute Christmas presents!

Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann (CCE), founded in 1951 in Ireland, promotes Irish 
traditional music, song, dance and language. Today there are 415 branches world-
wide and over two million people attend Comhaltas functions each year.

For more information on the session call Tim Quinn at 203-257-8737.

www.jmkriz.com

Web Design Print Design Publications
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artHritis iN doGs
DEAR PAW’S CORNER: My mixed-breed 

dog “Artie” recently was diagnosed with age-
related arthritis. He has to take a pain pill 
every day, but he still walks stiffly. Is there 
any other way I can help him? -- Bill in Tulsa, 
Okla.

DEAR BILL: Talk to Artie’s vet to make 
sure the medication he’s been given is helping with his joint pain and stiffness.

And yes, there are several things you can do at home to help make his life 
more comfortable. Get him a new, nicely padded doggie bed and place it away 
from cold drafts or air-conditioning vents. Consider taking him to a pet massage 
therapist -- and when you do, ask the therapist for massage techniques you 
can use on Artie at home, between sessions. Daily massage increases blood 
flow to the joints and can help relieve stiffness.

Feed Artie a good diet. If he has a weight problem, work with his veterinarian 
to put together a diet that will help slim him down without depriving him 
of important nutrients. Consider adding supplements to his diet such as 
glucosamine and chondroitin, which claim to help lubricate joints and ease 
arthritis stiffness. Again, the vet can recommend the best supplement and 
dose for your dog.

Exercise is very important for dogs suffering from arthritis, but some 
movement can be difficult. If Artie has trouble getting down the steps outside, 
consider installing a ramp along the side of the stairs or in another spot so he 
can walk down more easily. The amount of exercise Artie should get depends 
on how advanced his condition is, his age and other health factors -- and of 
course, on how much exercise Artie WANTS to get.

Send your questions or comments to ask@pawscorner.com.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) That 
change in holiday travel plans might be 
more vexing than you’d expected. But 
try to take it in stride. Also, it couldn’t 
hurt to use that Aries charm to coax out 
some helpful cooperation.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your 
Bovine determination helps you deal 
with an unforeseen complication. And, 
as usual, you prove that when it comes 
to a challenge, you have what it takes 
to take it on.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Although 
a romantic theme dominates much of the 
week, all those warm and fuzzy feelings 
don’t interfere with the more pragmatic 
matters you need to take care of.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Best 
not to ignore those doubts about an 
upcoming decision. Instead, recheck 
the facts you were given to make sure 
nothing important was left out. A 
weekend surprise awaits you.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) No time 
for a catnap -- yet. You might still have 
to straighten out one or two factors so 
that you can finally assure yourself of 
the truth about a troubling workplace 
situation. Stay with it.

VIRGO (August 23 September 22) 
News from an old friend could lead to an 
unexpected (but nonetheless welcome) 
reunion with someone who had once 
been very special in your life. Be open 
to the possibilities.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) 
It might be time for a family council. 
The sooner those problems are resolved, 
the sooner you can move ahead with 
your holiday preparations. Don’t let the 
opportunity pass you by.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 
21) Take some time out to give more 
attention to a personal relationship that 
seems to be suffering from a sense of 
emotional neglect. Provide that much-
needed reassurance.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Cheer up. That unusual 
circumstance that might faze most 
people can be handled pretty well by 
the savvy Sagittarian. Look at it as an 
opportunity rather than an obstacle.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Someone you believe has 
hurt you in the past might now need your 
help. Reaching out could be difficult. But 
the generous Goat will be able to do the 
right thing, as always.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 
18) Prioritizing is an important part 
of your pre-holiday scheduling. Try 
to give time both to your workday 
responsibilities and those personal 
matters you might have neglected.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
With the vestiges of your anger about 
that painful incident fading, you can 
now focus all your energy on the more 
positive aspects of your life, including 
that personal situation.

BORN THIS WEEK: You have a way 
of bringing your own strong sense of 
reassurance to others and encouraging 
them to hope.




