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Board of Selectmen Takes No
Action on Teachers’ Contract

By MELISSA NICEFARO

ORANGE TOWN NEWS CORRESPONDENT

After weeks of negotiations during
many late nights and early morning
hours, the Orange Board of Education
has reached a new contract with its
teachers’ union. With no comment
or details shared after the executive
session vote, the Orange Board of
Education entered a new contract for
the next school year at its November
15 meeting.

Board member Susan Riccio read
the motion prior to the vote, “The
Board of Ed hereby moves to provide
funding for and to otherwise accept
and approve the agreement between
the Board of Education and the Orange
Teachers’ League for a successor col-
lective bargaining agreement to begin
July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2025.”

The board approved with the new
board members abstaining.

Next, the contract went to the
Board of Selectmen for approval. “You
have three options: you either vote to
support it, you vote to oppose it, or you
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take no action on it and it becomes law
within 30 days. Take a look and don’t
worry about the grammatical things,
let’s just talk about whether you think
the numbers are out of whack and if
there are concerns that we should talk
about,” said First Selectman Jim Zeoli
before the board vote.

“They have done alot of switching of
things — they have HSA health plans.
One of our units that will be coming
before us after the New Year for nego-
tiations is looking at all of the options
for health coverage because the health
insurance prices that they pay as a
copay are a percentage of what we pay
and they’re all driven by consumption,”
Zeoli explained.

Selectman Mitchell Goldblatt said
he had some hesitance when it came
to pay raises. “I've gone through it
and I think it’s fine because you can
see the concessions that were made
in healthcare and some other places.
The only concern I have is looking at

O’Sullivan: Voting District
Lines Shift ‘Ever So Slightly’

BY BETTINA THIEL
ORANGE TOWN NEwS CORRESPONDENT

Town Clerk Patrick O’Sullivan pre-
sented a map showing minor revisions
to the Orange voting districts at the
December 8 Board of Selectmen meet-
ing. For the last ten years, Orange res-
idents have been represented at the
state level through three Assembly
districts, the 114", the 117" and the
119% district. State Representatives
currently serving are Orange’s Mary
Welander, 114; West Haven’s Charles
Ferraro, 117*; and Milford’s Kathy
Kennedy in the 119* District.

The southern border of the 114*
district, which on the old map reached
into the 117" district , has now been
shaved back, forming several clean
lines, with Hall Drive and Porter Lane
separating the 114* and 117* district.
To the west it reaches up and runs
along Old Grassy Hill Road.

The goal of these adjustments,
which are made at the state level, is
to create fairly even voting districts,
O’Sullivan said, with House districts

of some 20,000 registered voters and
Senate districts of 90-100,000 regis-
tered voters.

The 114" District, traditionally the
largest of the three voting districts in
Orange, now is slightly smaller than it
used to be, at least as far as Orange vot-
ers are concerned. However, the district
itself stretches north, to encompass all
of Woodbridge and reaches in its north-
eastern corner into Hamden. The dis-
trict also extends into parts of Derby.

It will mean that on Election Day
the line of voters for District 1 may
be a little shorter than it used to be,
while those for District 2 and 3 may
see more voters at High Plains Com-
munity Center.

The 14*™ senatorial district hasn’t
changed at all, O’Sullivan said. It con-
sists of Orange, Milford and a part of
West Haven, as well as a slice of Wood-
bridge south of Ansonia Road. The seat
is currently held by Sen. James Mar-
oney of Milford.

D’Ostilio

RealEstate
www.WDSELLS.com

New Haven ¢ Milford « Woodbridge
Branford ¢ Old Saybrook

ORANGE | 290 Meetlnghouse Lane| $499 900
4BR, 3 bath Contemporary w/many custom
upgrades and over 3,000 sf of living space. Walk to
center of town. Gorg FR addition off kitn w/wood
burning fpl, easy flow fIr plan. Kitn w/white cabs,
granite counters and SS appls. gas fpl in LR/DR.
Updated baths, hwd floors.

Frank D’Ostilio 203-641-7072

ORANGE | 620 S Greenbrier Rd | $650,000
Contemporary Ranch style, 2759 sf and 0.95
Acres, remod|d kitn w/new appliances, 3BR w/2.1
Baths, Att'd 2 car garages, magnificent huge LR
W-toW windows, open flr plan, quiet nghbrhd,
newer 1250 Gallon Septic Tank (2014), hwd flr.
Near Golf Course &RT15

Young Lee 203-499-8259

An Independent, Owned and Operated Franchisee of Real Living Real Estate, LLC

MILFORD | 83 Edgefield Ave| $829 000
FANTASTIC opp for owner/investor! Live in a great
area and cash flow to your property!!! Beach
community, breath-taking water views!§

owners apt w/ 2BR, 2 baths, functional kitn, DR, LR | £

wi/fpl. Gorgeous open porch and patio.
Rose Coppola 203-214-5955
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Regina Saver |

Realtor®

Locally. Focused. Expertise.

“Regina 1s amazing! We have had the
pleasure of working with her 3X now. She |
is so knowledgeable of the |
whole process and made
selling our home as easy
as possible for us. Regina
1s the only realtor we
will ever use!”

Colleen,
Bethany, CT
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“Contract” From Page 1

the salary schedules,” he said. “It’s a
typical teachers’ contract which has
steps and the movement on steps is
significant. We’re approving contracts
with raises in the 2% range and move-
ment on these steps are in the 4, 5, and
6% range. And they added another
step, which gives another 4.5% raise
in 20 years,” Goldblatt said.

“When you look at the salaries, the
schedule doesn’t change and that’s a
good thing because they move up on
the same steps. In year two, it’s 6%
and in year three, it’s 7.3%. There’s
some big movement and people should
just be aware of it. I'm just a little bit
perplexed as to why they did that in
the end,” he said.

Zeoli agreed that the steps are big
and says it will affect the Orange Board
of Education budget. “That ultimately
effects each of our residents and tax-
payers and that is of concern, but the
other side of the coin is that’s why
we're seeing so many people move to
the area. Education is a very big part
of the attraction,” he said.

Ralph Okenquist also agreed with
Goldblatt, saying some of the numbers
were on the high side. “I haven’t heard
of any other town in the area that has
had an increase like this,” he said. “We

can vote to turn it down,” Okenquist
said. In that case, the contract would
go back to the Board of Education
and the teachers’ union for a re-ne-
gotiation and if they can’t come to an
agreement, it would go to arbitration
or mediation.

“If we vote on it, I would vote in
favor, but [ am concerned about the
future and those increases. They could
have some very real impacts on their
overall budget. There is far more staff
on the Board of Education side than
the Town of Orange has. On the heels
of that, you’ll probably have the other
school system doing something similar
soon and that all has very real impacts
on your overall town budget,” Zeoli
said. “Education is 67% of the budget
and it’s not something we have any
control over.”

Board member Judy Williams
made a motion to take no action on
the budget, in order to send a message
that they did not fully support the in-
creases. The motion wasn’t necessary
and the board informally agreed to
take no action.

Goldblatt said he didn’t want to
vote against it, but also didn’t want to
vote in favor of the sizable increases,
adding that he has faith that the Board
of Education worked hard to keep the
contract competitive.

www.OrangeTownNews.com

‘FLORIST’

Best Flower Shop in Milford Since 1985

Family Owned & Operated - All Products 100% Guaranteed
FULL SERVICE FLORIST & GIFT SHOP

DELIVERY TO NEW HAVEN COUNTY « SAME DAY DELIVERY TO ORANGE!

ZERO CONTACT DELIVERY « CURBSIDE PICKUP
SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS - OPEN 7 DAYS

325 New Haven Ave. - Milford, CT 06460
(203) 878-3717 - www.beachwoodflorist.com
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Holly Hill
Thanksgiving

The true meaning of Thanksgiving
was evident at Holly Hill Childcare
and Learning Center in Orange last
month. Thanks to the children and
parents of the center, the staff and a
generous donation of gift cards from
town residents Liz and Wayne Gen-
tile, 15 beautiful baskets filled with
everything needed for a wonderful
holiday dinner were given to local

CALL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE!

Display ads start at only $110 per issue.
Call 203-298-4399 to place your ad!

residents.

Debbie Manson Fedorko, director
said, “Our Thanksgiving food drive is
the perfect opportunity for our staff
to teach our youngsters some very val-
uable lessons - the meaning of caring
and sharing and the true joy of giving.
We are so happy to be able to share
with our neighbors by giving them a
bountiful Thanksgiving feast.

330 Amity Road - Woodbridge
(203) 350-0737 - TheLindenAtWoodbridge.com

(¢ A LEISURE CARE COMMUNITY

Assisted Living-It-Up.

At The Linden at Woodbridge, we've found that a
little help goes quite well with a lot of fun. Let us show
you how we can help you feel your best every day.
Call (203) 350-0737 to schedule your in-person tour.
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O v N Orange Visiting Nurses Assoc.
ORANGE Over 8() Years of Service
Since 1934

Recuperate from surgery while receiving
physical therapy and nursing services
in the comfort of your own home.
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Remember to request the
Orange VNA upon discharge
from the hospital.

* Skilled Nursing

* Physical, Occupational
and Speech Therapy

* Medical Social Worker
* Home Health Aides

" b B8 - Wound Care Consultant

=
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* Registered Dietician

e

.

A'state licensed, town Municipal agency providing cutting edge homecare with a personal touch.
Medlicare, Medicaid and most major commercial insurance plans accepted.

HomeCare Elite”
AGENCY

2019 s—

TOP25 TOP25  605A Orange Center Road, Orange, CT 06477 lﬂﬂ?* 8
BCER BETER Phone:(203)891-4752 * Fax:(203)8971-2169 1100k
Fazei Fazzi ~ AGENCY =

THE LINDEN

s WOODBRIDGE
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“Redistricting” From Page 1

Orange registrars will be busy re-
vising their voting lists and informing
residents of the changes. O’Sullivan
didn’t have an exact count of how many
households would change from one
voting district to another, but he es-
timated anywhere up to 100. The new
maps will be in effect during the 2022
election season.

State law requires that Congres-
sional and legislative district lines be
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redrawn every 10 years. According to
the Secretary of the State website, the
districts must be based on the federal
census and be consistent with federal
constitutional standards.

A bipartisan Reapportionment
Committee was charged with prepar-
ing the plan. The committee is made
up of eight legislators, two from each
party’s caucus in the Senate and House
of Representatives.

Map can be found at https://bit.ly/
orangeredistrict2021
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+ ESTATE PLANNING

+ DIVORCE LAW
+ CRIMINAL DEFENSE

+ PROBATE LAW

+ FAMILY LAW
+ CORPORATE LAW

LEGAL
EXPERIENCE

YOou CAN
CoOUNT ON

"THE Law OFFICES OF
JoHN J. CARANGELO, LLC

+ WRONGFUL DEATH ACTIONS

+ RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS

+ PERSONAL INJURY LITIGATION

+ COMMERCIAL TRANSACTIONS

JoHN J. CARANGELO
ATTORNEY AT LAw

ORANGE

501 BOSTON POST RD.
UNIT #23

ORANGE, CT 06477

P: 203-397-1808
F: 1-203-306-3322

MILFORD
64 CHERRY STREET
MILFORD, CT 06460

P: 203-878-5600
F: 203-878-5610

Great oIida Gifs F‘r Retirees

Who Can't Wait To Travel

Retirement provides a chance for
adults who have worked throughout
their lives to take a step back, relax
and enjoy the fruits of their labors.
Though the most indelible image as-
sociated with retirement might once
have been a rocking chair, modern
retirees like to get up and go, and hol-
iday shoppers can take that joie de
vivre into consideration as they look
for the perfect gift for retirees who
can't wait to fly the friendly skies or
hit the open road.

Maps: It might seem simple, but
roadmaps can be an ideal gift for re-
tirees. A recent poll from RBC Wealth
Management found that 63 percent
of Americans age 50 and older say
travel is an important retirement goal.
Roadmaps of their own country or
a foreign country can help seniors
plan their dream vacations. Seniors
can study maps and create their own
routes as they visit popular tourist
attractions and find lesser known lo-
cales along the way.

Vouchers/gift cards: Airline
vouchers can inspire retirees to take
to the skies and visit locales that have
long taken up real estate on their buck-
et lists. If seniors prefer to take to the
open road, hotel vouchers or Visa gift
cards that can be spent anywhere that
accepts credit cards can help pay for
gas, meals or entry to popular parks
and tourist attractions.

Projector and portable screen:
Retirees may want to get away from it
all, but that doesn't mean they have to
leave everything behind. A projector

and portable screen can let on-the-go
seniors enjoy movie night under the
stars or watch their favorite teams
even when they're far from home. This
can be an especially good gift for retir-
ees who are anxious to gas up their RV
and leave home behind for a few weeks.

« Lifetime pass to world-renowned
parks: All United States citizens or
permanent residents are eligible for
the National Parks and Federal Rec-
reational Lands Senior Pass, which
provides access to more than 2,000
recreation sites across the country.
Those sites are managed by federal
agencies like the National Park Service,
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the
Bureau of Land Management, and the
Bureau of Reclamation, among others.
A similar system is in place in Canada,
where adults age 65 and up can gain
unlimited admission for a full year to
more than 80 Parks Canada locations
across the country.

Tablet: Of course, retirees may still
want to enjoy some of the comforts
of home while they're off in parts un-
known. A new tablet can help trave-
ling retirees read the latest bestsellers
and stay in touch with family and
friends via video conferencing apps
like Zoom. Many campgrounds and
hotels now provide free WiFi to guests,
so a tablet can be just what on-the-go
retirees need to stay connected to life
back home.

Holiday shoppers can make the sea-
son bright for their favorite retirees
who can't wait to spend their new-
found free time traveling the world.

GRASSY HILL AUCTIONS, AN ESTATE
SALE, LIQUIDATION, ATTIC & BASEMENT
CLEANOUT COMPANY...

...is Always Buying and providing services all over Connecticut. These are just a FEW of the things we
are looking for: Antiques, Collectibles, Old/ Vintage Toys, Musical Instruments (Saxophones, Trumpets,
Violins, Flutes, Clarinets, Trombone & SO MUCH MORE) Advertising Items, Wristwatches (Broken or Not),
Pocket Watches, Tools (Machinist, Woodworking, & MORE) Doorstops, Clocks, Qil Paintings, Old Signs,
0ld Photographs, Old Postcards, Brewery Items, Hunting & Fishing, PEZ Dispensers, Costume Jewelry,
Broken Jewelry, Gold & Silver Jewelry, Gold & Silver Coins, Military ltems, Swords & Bayonets, Helmets
& Patches, Medals & Uniforms, Pocket Knives, Lighters & Pipes, Fountain Pens, Mechanical Pencils,
Fraternal Order Items, Religious Items, Industrial ltems, Winchester Items, Sikorsky Items, Pratt &
Whitney Items, Colt Items, Native American Items, Vintage Electronics, Slot Cars, Toy Trucks, Matchbox &
Hotwheels, Barbie's, Folk Art, Statues, Bronzes, Trains, Cameras, Mid Century Modern Furniture, Straight
Razors, Shaving Items, Political [tems, Comic Books, Sports Cards & Autographs...& THE LIST GOES ON!

So please give us a call at your earliest convenience.

Grassy Hill Auctions | (203) 868-1816 | GrassyHillAuctions.com
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Mailed Free to Every Home & Business in Orange

Circulation of 6,070.

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477
Phone: 203-298-4399

Publisher Rocky Salperto
Editor Marlene Silverstein
Production & Design J. Michael Kriz
Correspondents Melissa Nicefaro | Bettina Thiel
Contributing Writers Roberta Nestor | Ginny Reinhard

To Submit News Articles/Local Events contact 203-298-4399
or Email: edit@orangetownnews.com

For Advertisement Information call 203-298-4399
or Email: ads@orangetownnews.com

To Submit a Letter to the Editor mail us
or Email your letter to: letters@orangetownnews.com

To Submit a Bulletin Board Event
Email us at: bulletinboard @orangetownnews.com

All articles, photographs and letters must include your name, address and
daytime telephone number for confirmation. The Orange Town News reserves
the right to reject any advertisement, article, photograph or letter. Letters to

the Editor must be unique to the Orange Town News.

Contact us:
Rocky Salperto
Marlene Silverstein
J. Michael Kriz
Melissa Nicefaro
Bettina Theil

Rocky@orangetownnews.com

Marlene@orangetownnews.com

Mike@orangetownnews.com

Melissa@orangetownnews.com

Bettina@orangetownnews.com

www.OrangeTownNews.com

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.

MicHAEL J. PaoLiNi, CPA

PERSONAL AND BUSINESS TAX RETURNS
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
IRS AND STATE REPRESENTATION
TAX PLANNING
BUSINESS FEASIBILITY STUDIES
NON-PROFIT EXEMPTIONS

Nz
—_ee'\%__

174 CHERRY STREET - MILFORD, CT 06460
PHONE 203-876-04.45 - FAX 203-874.-7498
mpaolinicpa.com
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Below are the next three issue dates & deadlines of the Orange Town News.

Thank you for your submissions to Your Home Town Newspaper.

Upcoming Issue Date

Issue Deadline

January 14 | New Year’s Issue
February 11 | Valentine's Day Issue

January 7

February 4

March 11 | St. Patrick's Day Issue

March 4

Note: Copy due by 4:00p.m. Thank you.

Amity Problems
are Not Unique

During this past year, I have read
articles and watched news reports
and public comments about all the
problems at Amity High School. To be
honest, as someone who has probably
spent more time in that building dur-
ing my more than 35 years of teaching
than almost any other educator, I ad-
mit problems exist. They exist as they
do in almost every high school in the
country and are nothing more or less
than a reflection of the communities
in which we live. Amity is not unique
in having such problems, they are not
new, and they are not ignored in the
hopes that they will go away. From the
day that [ joined the Amity staff in the
1980s there have been workshops, spe-
cial training, counselors, parent meet-
ings, seminars, but most of all contin-
uous work with students individually
and in groups to help them grow into
respectful and successful adults.

Amity’s culture is one of high ex-
pectations for every individual. If
you are sending your child to a public
high school, I can think of few that are
better, which is the reason my family
moved into the District more than
forty years ago. My children went to
school here and now my grandchildren.
I have worked with thousands of stu-
dents during my career. Some have
had problems and working with our
support systems we addressed them.
They became part of an extraordinary
student body with the assistance of
dedicated teachers, administrators,
paraprofessionals, office staff, custo-
dians, and security staff. Amity gradu-
ates continue to contribute their skills
and talents in all areas at the highest
levels around the world.

In the few years since my retire-
ment, [ continue my relationship
with Amity at sporting events, spe-
cial programs in the arts and cultural
events. [ have spoken to hundreds of
graduates and parents regularly who
continuously express how grateful they

(:(jgz_lnge Town Néi{s)

are for the education they received at

Amity. Yes, there are always stories
about teachers they did not like, kids
that caused trouble, and things we
could have done differently, but that
is all part of life.  have never held back
when I thought someone needed ad-
vice. Our communities are fortunate
to have a school like Amity. It is time
to get off social media, cease deni-
grating teachers and administrators,
stop calling news outlets, take politics
out of education, and deal with real
identified problems directly with the
people involved. Amity can be better
than ever, but only with the support
of our communities and positive par-
ent involvement. In attending various
school activities, I have witnessed the
high levels of achievement by Amity
students working together. Maybe the
adults in our communities could better
emulate the kids in that respect.
Hoping for a better future.
Debbie Davis

Keep Your Friends,
Families and
Neighbors Safe

It’s the most wonderful time of
the year! With family gatherings, gift
swaps and midnight toasts quickly ap-
proaching this holiday season, Anheus-
er-Busch and Dichello Distributors,
Inc. are more thankful than ever to
be a part of your festivities. Whether
you're raising a glass at a loved one’s
house or celebrating with a night on
the town, remember to keep yourself
and your community safe.

If you'll be spreading holiday cheer
with an ice-cold beer or two, don’t for-
get to plan ahead for a safe ride. There
is an average of 300,000 daily incidents
and 10,000 annual fatalities related to
alcohol-impaired driving in the U.S. -
and this problem is 100% preventable.

That’s why we’ve joined forces with
Anheuser-Busch, Mothers Against
Drunk Driving (MADD) and Uber in
a first-of-its-kind industry coalition

See “Letters” On Page 17

— A

OTN LETTERS POLICY

Submit your letters for our "From Our Readers" section to:
Orange Town News, P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477
or email: letters@orangetownnews.com.
Please limit letters to 500 words and include a daytime phone number
in case we have any questions. Letters must be exclusive to the Orange
Town News for publication. We reserve the right to reject any letter.
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WILEY ETTER DOYON ATTORNEYS
All in the Family

With the holiday season upon us there may be many plans of trav-
eling to relatives homes...or maybe not if multiple family members
already live under the same roof. Several generations living under
the same roof once was the norm in America. A variety of social
and economic factors have led an increasing number of families to
once again live together under the same roof. What’s the best way
to structure the arrangement legally?

Issues to consider:
o Who legally owns the house as reflected on the Deed?
o Who paid for the house, when, and how much?

o Who will pay for the real estate taxes, insurance, utilities, and
general maintenance?

o Who makes decisions when “big” repairs, such as an addition,
new roof, driveway repair, replacing mechanicals, etc, are nec-
essary?

«  Who will pay for “big” repairs or improvements to the house?
o Who will claim the income tax deductions?

o What will happen if someone in the older generation requires
long-term care in the home or out of the home?

« What happens if everyone no longer is happy living together?

e Who makes decisions related to when and how to sell the
home?

Addressing these issues in writing is important. Here are
a few ways to do so:

« Contract signed by all owners and residents of the home

o Personal Care Agreement

If you are in a joint living arrangement or are thinking of entering
into one please contact the office. We can help you create a legal
structure that responds to your unique family dynamic and reflects
your family story. We would be glad to meet with you for a no
hassle, no charge initial consultation, no matter how long it lasts.

Steven P. Floman and Allison M. DePaola of the law firm Wiley, Etter & Doyon, LLC are the authors
of this advertisement. This advertisement has been prepared for general informational purposes
only and is not intended to constitute legal advice or to create an attorney-client relationship.
Readers should not act upon the information contained in this article without seeking advice from
an attorney regarding the specific facts and circumstances of your case.

WILEYETTER)DOYON

Protecting what’s important to you
Estate Planning | Estate Administration/Probate
Medicaid Planning | Special Needs Planning

Questions? Call us to set up a no-charge, no-pressure meeting.

Phone: (203) 795-1211 | Fax: (203) 795-1215
Phone: (203) 446-4725 | Fax: (203) 889-0193

www.wileylegal.com e allison@wileylegal.com

Making the New
Year a Year to Share

BY ROBERTA L NESTOR

Parents share so much with their
children and other family members.
Whether it be a story about the past, a
family heirloom, recipes passed down
for generations or those special child-
hood memories - that is what families
do, we share. We share our day-to-day
lives, our health issues and brave fam-
ilies are even able to share their feel-
ings about politics, the latest news and
world events. In a nutshell, most of us
don’t have any issues when it comes
to sharing our lives with our families.
Let’s put one caveat in the sharing. We
tend to be willing to share everything
and anything, as long as it does not
have anything to do with money.

Why do families have so much dif-
ficulty talking about money? What is
the downside to your adult children
knowing about your finances? Why is
it so hard to talk to them about your
plans for when you pass or your in-
tentions if you were to need long term
care? Conversely, why do our children
not want to know about our estates?
How many times have your children
said something like, “Mom, Dad, we
don’t care! Your money is your money,
you can do what you want with it.” And,
then the conversation ends.

If nothing else, the past 2 years of
the pandemic has made us more aware
of our mortality. Most of us do think

differently. Many have been forced
to rethink careers, and, for some, re-
tirement is going to happen sooner
than anticipated. We are planning
our lives differently. Don’t be afraid
to have these discussions with your
family. Make 2022 the year to have
that important conversation. Make
2022 the year you put your estate plan
in place, review it, and understand, but
most importantly, share it.

Wishing our readers, a Happy and
Healthy Holiday Season and only the
best in 2022!

Roberta L. Nestor is a financial advisor
practicing at 759 Boston Post Road in
Milford, CT offering retirement, long
term care, investment, and tax planning
services. She offers securities and advisory
services as a Registered Representative
and Investment Adviser Representative
of Commonwealth Financial Network - a
member FINRA /SIPC and a Registered
Investment Adviser. Fixed insurance
products offered through Nestor Financial
Network are separate and unrelated
to Commonwealth. Commonwealth
Financial Network or Nestor Financial
Network does not provide legal or tax
advice. You should consult a legal or tax
professional regarding your individual
situation. Roberta can be reached at
Nestor Financial Network, 203-876-

8066 or roberta@nestorfinancial.com.

Lights on a Christmas tree may seem

like a relatively recent phenomenon, but
people who can't wait to deck the halls
each December may be surprised to
learn that this beloved tradition dates
all the way back to the late nineteenth
century. Edward Johnson, a friend and
colleague of Thomas Edison, introduced
holiday light bulbs in 1882. Prior to that,
candles were lit on trees and families
would briefly gaze at this awe-inspiring
bit of holiday decor before the candles

were quickly extinguished. Johnson
is credited with being the first to sug-
gest light bulbs, which were invented
by his friend Edison, be used to light
trees in place of candles. While many
were impressed by Johnson's eight-bulb
holiday display, it remained a novelty
until the 1920s, when preassembled
lights became more accessible. Since
then, Christmas tree lights have taken
hold as a must-have piece of holiday
decor in households across the globe.
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Participates in Two Fundraisers

The Peck Place School kicked off
the spirit of giving with a school-wide
Pajama Day. Students and staff paid a
dollar, or more, to wear their pajamas
to school. The money collected will ben-
efit children undergoing treatment for
cancer at the Connecticut Children’s
Medical Center.

In support of the 12* Annual Great
Bedtime Story Pajama Drive, The Peck

Place School community will be donat-
ing pajama sets for families in need. For
every pair of pajamas donated, Scholas-
tic Book Clubs will donate a brand-new
book to give to a child facing adversity.

Students are pictured with some
of the donated pajamas and a check
representing the $450.00 amount
being donated to the CT Children’s
Medical Center.

Achievements
Eastern Connecticut
State University

Willimantic, CT - Many Eastern
Connecticut State University students
are spending their fall 2021 semesters
working as interns for a multitude of
organizations. Interning in fields re-
lated to their majors, students are re-
ceiving real-world training to prepare
them for their future careers. Among
the students is Brooke Matyasovsky of
Orange, a senior majoring in Commu-
nication and Business Administration
who is interning at Mascola Group as
a digital marketing intern. “I create
content for social media calendars,
do SEO research, assist in developing
media campaigns, and other miscella-

neous work,” said Matyasovsky. “I have
learned a lot more about social media
as well as marketing in general. I feel a
lot more prepared for my professional
career since [ have a lot of experience
with writing and creating content as
well as time management.”

Dean’s List
Stonehill College

Easton, MA - Colton Varholak, of
Orange, CT, a member of the Class of
2023, has been named to the Spring
2021 Dean’s List at Stonehill College.
To qualify for the Dean’s List, students
must have a semester grade point av-
erage of 3.50 or better and must have
completed successfully all courses for
which they were registered.

‘ﬂ
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Orange Preschool
Blind Lottery

“Limited Openings” for 2022-23 Community
Peer/Tuition Based Program

The Orange Elementary School
System is now accepting names for
the “Blind Lottery” for the 2022-2023
Preschool Program at Mary L. Tracy
School. Our Special Education/Gen-
eral Education integrated preschool
is looking for three- and four-year
old children to enroll as community
peers and positive role models. This
program enriches each child’s social,
emotional, physical, cognitive, intel-
lectual, and creative abilities through
early academic and social experiences.
It is designed to prepare the children
for early success and school readiness.
By law, students with special needs
identified with an IEP are placed in
the Preschool Program by the Dept. of
Special Services through the Planning
and Placement Team (PPT) process and
they do not participate in the lottery.

In order to participate in the pre-
school all children:

v must be 3 yrs. old but not older
than 4 years old by December
31%,2022;

v must be toilet trained to attend
preschool;

« must be a bona-fide Orange res-
ident only;

« if a child’s 3* birthday is between
September - December 2022, they
will start on their 3* birthday.

Parents need to provide transporta-
tion to and from school for their child.

The Preschool Program follows the
district’s school year calendar: the AM
class is held from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. and the PM class is held from
12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Each classroom
has a blend of three- and four-year old

children. Class sizes are limited to a
total of 12 students per class, which in-
cludes our special education students.

Community peer children are se-
lected through the “Blind Lottery”.
The total school year cost of tuition
for community peers is $3,250 paid
monthly, $325 per month. Our fee-
based preschool is held 5-days/week,
for 3-hrs/day. The blind lottery is con-
ducted in two stages.

« all names are ‘picked out of a
hat’ by age group for the “limited
number of available spaces”, with
the remaining names drawn and
placed on a ‘waiting list’.

« the 2" drawing decides if your
child will attend the AM or PM
class to balance each classroom
with an equal amount of 3-year
old and 4-year old children.

If you wish to have your child par-
ticipate in the Blind Lottery, please
call the Special Services Dept. (203-
891-8023) between the hours of 9:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. to place your child
on the list. We will be accepting names
for the blind lottery up until 4:00 p.m.,
Friday, January 28, 2022. Parents will
receive a letter in the U.S. mail of their
child’s lottery results in February 2022.

If your child is selected and you
accept the lottery result, a tuition de-
posit of $325 will secure a space in the
classroom for your child. Your deposit
is the first month’s tuition for Sep-
tember 2022. Registration paperwork
should be completed by April 2022.
Any further questions call the Special
Services Dept. (203-891-8023) at the
Orange Board of Education.
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Town bf Orange Highway

Department Snow Plowing Policy

There are over 110 miles of streets
in the Town of Orange. Snow remov-
al can cost up to $2,500.00 per hour.
Therefore, it is important for the De-
partment of Public Works (DPW) to
use its resources wisely with coop-
eration from the residents to mini-
mize the cost.

Plow Routes: The streets are
plowed and sanded in order of pri-
ority. Main (collector) roads are ad-
dressed first with special attention to
steep hills, and difficult intersections.
Side streets are done next, then dead-
end streets. Side streets will remain
unplowed if the main roads require
repeat plowing due to heavy volume
of snowfall. This may not seem fair to
the residents of side streets or dead-
ends. However, the main roads must
remain open.

Blocked Driveways: All snow
plows angle the same way; to the driv-
er’s right. While plowing, the plow will
push the snow in front of a residential
driveway. The homeowner is respon-
sible for access to his/her driveway.
The only way to avoid additional snow
removal is to wait until DPW work
crews have completed their final clean
up of your road.

Mailbox Damage: The town re-
pairs or replaces only those mailboxes
and/or posts that are actually struck
by the plow blade. Usually, a paint
mark or tire tracks provide evidence
of a mailbox strike. The Town does
not repair or replace mailboxes and/or
posts that fall from the force of plowed
snow. Mailboxes and supporting posts
must be installed to withstand the
rigors of snow removal; including the
force of snow pushed from the street
onto the roadside. It is recommend-
ed that homeowners do not purchase
and utilize plastic mailboxes and/or
posts as they are subject to damage.
DPW recommends the use of a 4” x 4”
wooden post or 2” metal pipe with a
metal mailbox.

Private Plowing: The Town of Or-
ange prohibits private plow contrac-
tors from pushing snow from private
driveways or parking lots onto Town
streets. This practice is dangerous and
impedes the Town’s snow removal ef-
forts. If there is no other alternative to
pushing the snow into the street, the
plow driver must plow off the windrow
left across the street by re-plowing
until the road is safe. This may not
necessarily mean bare pavement, but
certainly it should be no worse than
when the driver began work.

No Parking: The Town of Orange
Snow Removal Ordinance takes effect
on November 1 of each year, and con-
tinues to April 1 of the following year.
During this time, there shall be no
parking on public roads during snow-
storms. Should your vehicle be parked
on the street causing an obstruction
to snow removal vehicles, your vehicle
may be ticketed or removed by the
Town of Orange Police Department.
The cost of removal and any other sub-
sequent fees shall be borne upon the
owner of the vehicle.

Snow Stakes: The Town of Orange
Highway Department reminds Orange
residents to install “snow stakes” now
before the ground freezes. It is diffi-
cult to distinguish between the pave-
ment edge and the edge of a lawn in
heavy snowfall. Installing stakes along
property edges as close to pavement
as possible without interfering with
traffic will help homeowners avoid un-
sightly lawn damage this winter, espe-
cially for properties with underground
sprinklers or invisible fencing. Snow
stakes should be 30-36” high and can
be purchased at alocal hardware store.
If using wooden stakes, paint the top 3”
of the stakes red to increase visibility
against snow.

Residents who feel they have a legit-
imate complaint should call the Town
of Orange Department of Public Works
at (203) 891-4775.

From the Fire Marshal

Winter Fire
Safety Tips

The winter months are generally the
deadliest months of the year for home
fires due to the increased use of alter-
native heating sources as the tempera-
tures drop. Fireplaces and wood stoves
provide warmth and enjoyment, but
can also be a danger. Home heating is
second only to cooking as the cause of
home fires. The Orange Fire Marshal’s
Office suggests the following safety
tips to avoid potential dangers from
fires, carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning,
and power outages that are associated
with heating sources.

Do it yourself installations can lead
to fires and injuries. Have fireplaces,
wood or gas heaters, wood stoves and
inserts, and pellet stoves installed by
a qualified and insured professional
and inspected annually. A permit may
be required for plumbing, mechanical
or electrical work. Please contact the
Building Department for more infor-
mation. Have the chimney inspected
every year for cracks, leaks and block-
ages and have it cleaned and repaired
as needed to prevent creosote buildup

- the number one cause of chimney fires.

Before lighting a fire, check the
chimney for nests or other obstruc-
tions. Be sure the flue is open and the
hearth area is free of debris or combus-
tible items. Use matches or commercial
firelighters to start the fire. Never use
flammable liquids.

Burn only dry, seasoned wood. Wet
green wood can increase creosote and
cause smoke and soot buildup. Do not
burn trash, cardboard boxes, plastic, or
Christmas trees as these items increase
the risk of uncontrolled fires. Do not
use artificial logs in wood stoves.

Glass doors should be open to allow
enough air for complete combustion
and to lessen the creosote. Keep metal
mesh screens closed to contain embers.

Never leave a fire unattended. Make
certain it is completely out before leav-
ing the home or going to bed.

Be sure ashes are cool before dis-
posal. Do not empty them into a trash
can. Put ashes into a covered metal
container which is at least 10 feet from
any building. To prepare for a fire emer-
gency, do family drills to determine
the safest and fastest ways to exit the
home. Arrange for a meeting place. Call
911 when outside.

Do not close the damper until the
embers have stopped burning.

Install carbon monoxide detectors
and fire alarms in your home. Test
them monthly and change batteries
once a year.

For any questions or concerns,
please contact the Orange Fire Mar-
shal’s Office 203-891-4711, visit the
office at 355 Boston Post Road or go
to the website at www.orangefire-
marshal.com.

THE ORANGE TOWN NEWS ONLINE

Online Version of the Orange Town News

www.OrangeTownNews.com
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' Tipso Kep Your Tree

Fresh This Holiday Season

Christmas trees are often the piéce
de résistance of holiday decor. Few
things draw the attention of holiday
guests quite like an awe-inspiring
Christmas tree, especially when that
tree maintains its fresh, healthy sheen
throughout December.

Many families purchase fresh trees
over Thanksgiving weekend or during
the first weekend of December. Though
the weeks between Thanksgiving and
Christmas Day may seem like a long
time to keep a tree looking great, there
are a handful of ways for holiday cele-
brants to help their trees maintain that
undeniable appeal for the long haul.

Pick the right tree. Choosing the
right tree is one of the simplest ways
to keep a tree looking good through-
out the holiday season. A freshly cut
tree that buyers choose and cut down
themselves or have cut down can re-
assure them that the tree is likely to
stay strong throughout December.
Trees purchased from a tree lot may
have been cut down long before they
made it to the lot, which can make it
harder to keep them looking good until
Christmas Day.

Cut an inch off the base of any tree
thatis not freshly cut. MSU Extension
at Michigan State University notes that
all Christmas trees are conifers, which
means they have resin canals in their
trunks. Once a tree is cut, the resin
can block the pores and make it harder
for the tree to take in water. Cutting

an inch off the base of a tree that was
not freshly cut just before putting it
in the stand can help ensure it gets
the water it needs to stay healthy and
firm. MSU Extension notes that this
approach should be taken with any tree
that was not cut within six to eight
hours of being put in a stand.

Replenish the water supply every
day. Fresh tree veterans recognize that
Christmas trees can be very thirsty,
especially within the first week or so
of being cut and brought home. Fill
the stand with water each morning
and, if necessary, refill it each night
before going to bed. The more water a
tree gets and drinks, the more likely it
is that the tree will look healthy all the
way to Christmas Day. MSU Extension
notes that many decorative or antique
tree stands do not hold much water, so
anyone with such a stand may need to
replenish the water supply more than
once or twice per day.

Keep the tree away from a heat
source. For safety's sake, trees should
be kept away from heating vents, fire-
places and space heaters. But keeping
trees away from such heat sources, and
ensuring they are not spending the
daytime in direct sunlight, also de-
creases the chances they will dry out
before Christmas Day.

A handful of simple strategies can
help holiday celebrants keep their
Christmas trees looking good through-
out the month of December.

Classic Holiday Films
Families Can Enjoy Together

The holiday season is steeped in tra-
dition. Few traditions may elicit more

collective belly laughs than holiday
movie night, a tradition in millions of
households across the globe. Families
can consider these classic holiday films
as they plan family movie night this
holiday season.

"Miracle on 34t Street" (1947):
This classic is centered around a man
named "Kris Kringle" (Edmund Gwenn)
who claims to be the real Santa Claus
after a successful stint as a department
store Santa in midtown Manhattan.
A trial to determine if Mr. Kringle is
telling the truth soon follows. This
version of the tale has earned a 96 per-
cent rating on the popular film review
aggregator Rotten Tomatoes.

"A Christmas Story" (1983):
Though it airs all day long on Christ-
mas on the cable television network
TBS, families can get a head-start on
that marathon and watch the film
uninterrupted whenever they choose.
Families can laugh together as 9-year-
old Ralphie (Peter Billingsley) hopes
to unwrap his official Red Ryder BB
gun on Christmas morning. The film,
which boasts an 89 percent on Rot-
ten Tomatoes, includes a memorable
performance by Darren McGavin, who
plays Ralphie's father.

"Babes In Toyland" (1934): Also
known as "March of the Wooden Sol-
diers," this nearly century-old classic
stars the legendary comedy duo Laurel
and Hardy as two helpful tenants liv-

@ge Town News

ing in Mother Peep's shoe in Toyland.

"How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas" (1967): An animated version
of the Dr. Seuss classic, this film has
entertained scores of children since
it was first released more than 50
years ago.

"Holiday Inn" (1942): Hollywood
legends Bing Crosby and Fred Astaire
star in this classic that is perhaps most
remembered for introducing the Ir-
ving Berlin class "White Christmas"
to the masses. The film boasts a 100
percent rating on Rotten Tomatoes
and has something for fans of song,
dance and romance.

"Arthur Christmas" (2011): Not
all Christmas films date back to the
20 century. This animated tale tells
the story of Arthur (voiced by James
McAvoy), Santa's youngest son who is
thrust into the Christmas Eve business
of delivering presents when his father
fails to deliver a present to one child
out of the hundreds of millions of kids
on his list.

"A Christmas Carol" (1951): Many
holiday season celebrants cannot im-
agine letting a season go by without
watching at least one adaptation
of Charles Dickens' classic tale. The
1951 version is widely considered the
most faithful to Dickens' 1843 novella
that recounts the story of Ebenezer
Scrooge. Alastair Sim stars as Scrooge,
and many consider his performance
the best of any actor to take a turn as
the notorious 19* century miser.

ATTENTION ORANGE RESIDENTS!

Have an Upcoming Birth Announcement,
Anniversary, Engagement or Wedding?

Send it to us with a photo and we will publish it FREE.

Orange Town News, P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477
Email: edit@orangetownnews.com
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Orange residents Molly Blair and
Greta Pedenski from the Amity High
School Dance Team are two of more
than 600 high school cheerleaders and
dancers from across the country that
represented the camp brands of Varsity
Spirit in the Varsity Spirit Pear]l Harbor
Memorial Parade in Honolulu, HI from
December 4-8, 2021.

The individuals invited to perform
are part of a select group of cheerlead-
ers and dancers chosen as All-Amer-
icans during Varsity Spirit summer
camps across the country. All-Amer-
icans are selected via tryout based on
either superior cheerleading or dance
skills at camps operated by Universal
Cheerleaders Association (UCA), Uni-
versal Dance Association (UDA), Na-
tional Cheerleaders Association (NCA),
National Dance Alliance (NDA), Unit-
ed Spirit Association (USA) or Urban
Cheerleading Experience (UCE). Only
the top 10% of the cheerleaders and
dancers from Varsity Spirit camps earn
the chance to march in a holiday parade
of this caliber.

Greta and Molly performed with the
Varsity Spirit All-Americans in an exclu-
sive performance prior to the opening
ceremony of the parade and then were a
part of the parade before thousands of
fans lining the streets of Waikiki Beach.
This trip marks the 80" Anniversary of
the attack on Pearl Harbor. The parade
theme was “remembering the past and
celebrating our future.” We honor our
veterans and their families while rec-
ognizing that once bitter enemies can
become loyal friends and allies.

Besides being able to perform for

-

Local Dancers Performd In The
Pearl Harbor Memorial Parade

true national heroes, athletes had the
opportunity to meet cheerleaders and
dancers from across that nation and
enjoy a memorable trip to the Pearl
Harbor Memorial and the USS Missouri
Battleship.

For more information, visit www.
varsity.com or contact John Calitri at
(800) 238-0286 or jcalitri@varsity.com.

Memphis-based Varsity Spirit, the
driving force behind cheerleading’s dy-
namic transformation into the high-en-
ergy, athletic activity it is today, is the
leading global source for all things
spirit, including cheerleading, dance
team and performing arts. A division
of Varsity Brands, Varsity Spirit is a
leader in uniform innovation, as well as
educational camps, clinics and compe-
titions, impacting more than a million
athletes each year. Focused on safety,
entertainment and traditional school
leadership, Varsity Spirit’s employees
have been dedicated to celebrating spir-
it through its brands since 1974. For
more information about Varsity Spirit
or Varsity Brands, please visit varsity.
com or varsitybrands.com.

The Pearl Harbor Memorial Parade
Committee has been commissioned to
organize the Pearl Harbor Memorial
Parade, commemorating the anniver-
sary of the invasion of Pearl Harbor
each year on December 7. The Pearl
Harbor Memorial Parade is proclaimed
by the Mayor of Honolulu as the “Of-
ficial Public Event Marking the Anni-
versary of the Attack on Pearl Harbor”.
For more information about the Pearl
Harbor Memorial Parade, visit www.
pearlharborparade.org.
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Wareck D'Ostilio Real Estate
Welcomes New Agents

John Wareck and Frank D’Ostilio,
Jr., partners of Wareck D’Ostilio Real
Estate take great pride in welcoming
four Realtors to the company.

Richard P. Ballou

Ricky grew up in Woodbridge and
attended Cornell University where
he played varsi-
ty football. After
graduation, Ricky

L)

went to work for l

AN

3 years. Ricky was named “Salesper-

a major national
commercial bro-
ker, Marcus and
Millichap, in Los
Angeles for about

son of the Month” twice within his
first year as he was able to list $20m
worth of properties within his first
seven months at the firm. He moved
back to Connecticut and now lives in
Southbury. Contact Ricky at 203-823-
5509 or ricky.ballou@wdsells.com.

Robert Potter

Previously in the restaurant indus-
try, he owned and operated several pop-
ular and successful
establishments
including Prime
16 in Orange, CT.
A graduate from
CCSU with a BA
in Marketing, Bob
is an experienced

commercial real

estate investor. A resident of Milford,
his goal is to match investors with
properties that meet their criteria
while developing and expanding the
relationships with investors. He can
be reached at 203-494-6752 or robert.
potterewdsells.com.

Laura Hart

Originally from Stratford, Laura is
ahigh school math teacher with alove
and passion for
real estate sales.
She and her hus-
band live in Wood-
bridge and have
three grown chil-
dren. She will work
from the Wood-
bridge office at the
Red Barn on Amity Road. Laura can
be reached at 203-424-0785 or laura.
hartewdsells.com.

Amir Glenn
A resident of New Haven, Amir has
been specializing in multi-families and
rehab homes since
2017. The areas he
covers are New Ha-
ven, Woodbridge,
Hamden, West
Chesh-
ire, North Haven,

Haven,

Bridgeport, and
Stratford. His pas-
sion for the industry focuses on help-
ing people build generational wealth.
Contact Amir at 203-507-3457 or amir.
glenn@wdsells.com.

“We are delighted to have these fine
Realtors affiliated with Wareck D’Os-
tilio Real Estate," said John Wareck,
Partner/broker.

“It is the combined efforts of all our
agents that have enabled us to main-
tain a strong position. It is also what
is nurturing our continued growth.
Our upward movement, expansion
into other markets and high presence
is why Ricky, Bob, Laura and Amir
joined our team,” added Frank D’Os-
tilio, Jr., Partner.

www.OrangeTownNews.com

Pictured from left to right: Paul Gehr (OEDC Treasurer), Debbie

-

Clancy (OEDC President), Chief Vaughan Dumas, Mike Latella (OEDC
Board Member), and Roy Cuzzocreo (OEDC Board Member),

OEDC Presents Donation
to the Orange VFD

The Orange Economic Development
Corporation (OEDC) presented the
Orange Volunteer Fire Department
with a donation of $2,500 on Decem-
ber 9% from the proceeds received at
the OEDC’s Annual Golf Tournament.
The organization teamed up with the
fire department at the tournament
that took place on September 27, 2021.
Chief Vaughan Dumas accepted the

donation, which will contribute to
purchasing a gear extractor washing
machine-used to wash the carcinogens
from firefighter’s turnout gear. The
machine has not been replaced since
1999 and is much needed. The OEDC
is excited to continue its partnership
with the Fire Department at its next
tournament, scheduled for Septem-
ber 13, 2022.

Photo By Linda Bradford

Beautifying Orange

The Garden Club of Orange de-
signed wreaths to decorate town
buildings for the holidays. Members
brought clippings of evergreens and
pinecones from their yards to embel-
lish the wreaths.

If you are interested in learning

more, please call Nancy Beque at
203-795-9425.

The Garden Club of Orange is a
member of the National Garden Clubs,
the New England Region of the Nation-
al Garden Clubs, and the Federated
Garden Clubs of Connecticut.
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LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES

VisitingAngel

Specializing in Live-in and 24 Hour Care!

Flexible Hourly Care Available

Meal Preparation Errands & Shopping _Z st _A nnual Fros ty _FeSt

Light Housekeeping Respite Care for Families

Hygiene Assistance Fersondl Larm BOWDAAC (Bethany Orange Wood- open to families, BOW-based business-
bridge Drug/Alcohol Action Commit- es, organizations and clubs. Proceeds
. . tee) hosted its first Frosty Fest! Frosty will benefit BOWDAAC and substance
Wnudbrldge NEWIngtDn Fest is a chance for families and/or use prevention/mental health aware-
203-298-9700 860-372-4429 businesses to show off your communi- ness programming for our local youth.
www.visitingang els.com t?f holiday prldfe. Decorated 'snowrrTen Thank you Fo all who participated and
line the street in front of High Plains Happy Holidays! Info can be found at

Community Center. This fundraiser is bowfrostyfest.eventbrite.com.

Call Shelly to schedule your furnace tune up today!

Apple Oil Company ™2ses

A Full Service Oil Company Providing Bio Fuel and Heating Oil Plus!

We Install and

Serving You
Granby Ecogard 9 ~. ||Service All Brands

h is Our Core —
275 0il Tank Business “ , Boilers
. DOUBLE BOTTOM TANK Furnaces

4
: 25 YR. MANU. WARRANTY | | g "1 _ Hot Water Heaters
| ﬁ E.J UM WEIL-McLAIN 0il Tanks

OIL TANKS OVER 30 YEARS OLD SHOULD BE REPLACED!

(203) 934-FUEL (3835)

Buy from your Local Neighbor

Sam Livieri - Woodbridge (Owner) - Tony Ferranti - Orange (GM) | ike us on:
Ken Crepeau - Milford (Service Mgr) n u
APPLE Bob Gambardella - Orange (Sales Mgr) call direct at 203-530-6439

www.APPLEOIL.com -z

EC




Holiday Shopping, Dining
& Festive Experiences

Union League
Café

L -
g

Chape@}reet ¥ ) FREE
“1 Histori¢ District HOT COCOA
WITH A SAME DAY

PURCHASE OF $251 &

b

Visit our website
for details.

Apple ¢ lululemon ¢ J.Crew ¢ Villa Lulu * Urban Outfitters

The Shops

at l ale Patagonia ¢ Barnes & Noble ¢ Book Trader ¢ Sneaker Junkies

Harvest Wine Bar « Raggs for Men & Women ¢ Warby Parker

ﬁ L.L.Bean ¢ Sherkaan ¢ dwell New Haven ¢ B Natural Kitchen

@TheShopsatYale

Shiana Hair « Basta Trattoria ¢ Shake Shack & morel!

A unique collection of more than 65 local boutiques, national brands, cafes, restaurants & attractions
with convenient parking in historic downtown New Haven. Plan your experience at TheShopsatYale.com.
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The 9th Annual Rotary Club of Orange SK Turkey
Trot & Fun Walk held this Thanksgiving Day

Photos by Shulley Xiaochun Wu.
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* FINE ART SUPPLILS
* CHILDERN ART

| . FINEPENS & INKS s

H (j L td a 4 READY-MADE &

SUPPLIES i "~ CUSTOM FRAMES
*CRATTRIS . i N\ ?"i]l”f'} h fl“f‘ ﬂt V' lse »
x NOVELTY GIFTS _ " w (1 B for 20% off your online order!
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\What To Get Young Professionals
This Holiday Season

Holiday shoppers relish the mo-
ment when a loved one unwraps a gift
and immediately smiles widely. Hitting
the nail on the head in regard to a hol-
iday gift is its own reward, and there's
no shame in looking around for some
inspiration to find a gift loved ones
will truly cherish.

Shopping for young professionals
this holiday season could be a little
tricky, as changes sparked by the pan-
demic continue to affect work environ-
ments. However, shoppers can still
find gifts to make young professionals
happy this holiday season.

Home office essentials: Many
businesses have welcomed workers
back to the office, but some are tak-
ing a hybrid approach to being in the
office. Many professionals who once
went into the office five days a week are
now spending one or two days a week
at home. Others may still be working
remotely full-time. Holiday shoppers
can take this into consideration when
shopping for young professionals and
look for some basic home office es-
sentials. A comfortable office chair,
a monitor that can be paired with a
company-issued laptop and even a sin-
gle-serve coffee pot for young people
accustomed to getting their morning
coffee on the way into the office can
help professionals seamlessly tran-
sition from the office to their home
office during the work week.

Messenger bag: Looking the part

can boost young professionals' confi-
dence as they begin their careers. A
leather messenger bag is a stylish and
sophisticated way for young profes-
sionals to carry their laptops and other
workday essentials to and from work.
Professionals working in especially for-
mal environments may prefer a leather
briefcase, which creates a more tradi-
tional look for young people who will
be entertaining clients or shuffling
from one business meeting to another.

Business card holder: Though
they might not be as prevalent as they
once were, business cards remain an
effective way for young professionals
to build their networks. An elegant,
monogrammed business card holder
can help young professionals make a
strong first impression.

Luggage: Business travel may not
be back to its pre-pandemic levels just
yet, but many young professionals will
undoubtedly still appreciate an up-
grade over the luggage they used in
college. If designer luggage is a budget
buster, look for a sturdy, elegant alter-
native that young professionals will
be proud to tote around on their first
official business trip.

Business may still be unusual as the
world continues to emerge from the
pandemic. But shoppers can look to
some old favorites as they search for
the perfect gifts for the young profes-
sionals on their holiday shopping lists
this season.

RS G L

Home gym equipment can make for a great gift this holiday season.

Gifts To Excite The Family
Athlete This Holiday Season

Holiday shoppers know that few
things can match the joy of finding the
perfect gift for a loved one. Whether
that loved one is a tiny tot who can't
wait to unwrap this year's must-have
toy or an adult hoping to find the latest
gadget under the tree on Christmas
morning, the thrill of giving a great
gift is part of what makes the holiday
season so enjoyable.

Friends and family members may
fall into certain categories, and that
can make holiday shopping a little
easier. For example, loved ones who
can't wait to sit down with a good
book would no doubt appreciate a
new e-reader or the latest bestseller.
When it comes to gifting the family
athlete, the following ideas can provide
the inspiration shoppers need to put
a smile on the face of fitness-minded
friends and family members .

Weighted vest: Weighted vests
have gained popularity in recent years.
Available from a variety of manufac-
turers and for athletes of varying skill
levels, weighted vests can be ideal for
athletes who want to burn more cal-
ories and build strength during their
workouts. This can be an especially
useful gift for endurance athletes who
want their training sessions to mimic
the challenges posed by nature or dif-
ficult competitive terrains.

Noise-canceling headphones or
earbuds: Many athletes relish their
workouts not only as opportunities to
zero in on their fitness goals, but also

as chances to block out distractions

and clear their heads for an hour or two

each day. Noise-cancelling headphones

or earbuds effectively block out exter-
nal noises, allowing athletes to direct
all of their focus on their workouts

and training sessions.

Energy drinks: Though it might
not seem like the most exciting gift to
unwrap on Christmas morning, energy
drinks are vital to many fitness enthu-
siasts' athletic endeavors. For example,
endurance athletes may appreciate a
tub of Osmo Active Hydration Perfor-
mance Drink Mix, which contains an
optimal ratio of sucrose, glucose and
electrolytes, helping athletes improve
their endurance and power while re-
ducing instances of cramping and fa-
tigue. Energy drinks make for a perfect
stocking stuffer.

Home gym equipment: Pandem-
ic-related gym closures turned athletes
into their own personal trainers, and
some may not want to return to local
fitness facilities even now that they've
safely reopened. Home gym equipment
can help athletes continue to build
their own private home gyms, mak-
ing items like kettle bells, dumbbells,
weight benches, and resistance bands
great items to put under the tree this
holiday season.

It's never been easier to shop for the
family athlete during the holiday sea-
son. A heightened focus on fitness en-
sures there's something for every type
of athlete on your holiday shopping list.
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“Letters” From Page 5

that is focused on ending drunk driv-
ing. In a new initiative called Decide
To Ride, we are encouraging everyone
to plan ahead for a safe ride home,
before the celebrations even begin -
because you can’t drive drunk if you
don’t drive there.

For more than 35 years, Anheus-
er-Busch and its wholesaler partners
have invested more than $1 billion
in responsible drinking initiatives
and community-based programs to
prevent underage drinking, impaired
driving and other harmful uses of al-
cohol. At Dichello Distributors Inc.,
we're proud to work alongside Anheus-
er-Busch to ensure that we keep our
friends, families and neighbors safe by
planning ahead for a safe ride home.

Cheers to a safe, happy and healthy
holiday season!

Tony Lota

Alcohol Awareness Coordinator
Dichello Distributors, Inc.
Orange CT

Newly Elected Tax
Collector Says Thanks

[, again, wish to express my thanks
to the voters of Orange for the con-
tinued trust they have placed in me,
before on the Amity Regional School
Board and now as Tax Collector for
the Town. In grand New England tra-
dition, once again two candidates were
presented to you for Tax Collector and

after a vigorous campaign with Mark
Moyher, I was selected by you as your
Tax Collector. His candidacy was in
the finest traditions of the Town. With
the retirement of Sandra Pierson on
election day, I was immediately sworn
in and put to work on the 3 of No-
vember to make sure services to you
were continued seamlessly and unin-
terrupted and as I come up to speed
on the town’s QDS tax system, I hope
you will give me a couple extra minutes
as I help you in the office. In the near
future, I plan on having some more
efficiencies introduced to the tax of-
fice and along with Sally Ferko, I will
continue in the Town Tax Collectors’
fine tradition of service to you. For
it is in doing my new job that makes
all things possible in providing gov-
ernment and educational services to
your families. For those of you that
wish to pay your January taxes early
for income tax purposes, we plan to
be available to help you, but please
do not wait until the last minute and
for those of you who have purchased a
vehicle in the last year we are planning
on getting your supplemental motor
vehicle tax notices out earlier this year
to give you more time to decide on
whether or not you want to pay this
year or in January. Again, thank you
for your indication of trust and [ look
forward to meeting you if you come to
the tax office in Town Hall!

Thomas P Hurley

Town of Orange Tax Collector

Ideal Hobbies For
Busy People

Carving out some time for per-
sonal pursuits can provide a sense
of achievement and a break from the
daily grind. Hobbies also can improve
physical and mental health in a vari-
ety of ways.

People with tight schedules may
think that they're too busy to engage in
hobbies. In such instances, individuals
should look for activities that don't re-
quire too great of a time commitment.

Photography: Photos can be
snapped just about anywhere and at
any time, making photography ideal
for busy people. Thanks to advance-
ments in mobile phone cameras, indi-
viduals do not even need a high-tech or
expensive camera to snap great shots.

Cooking: Everyone needs to eat,
making cooking a very useful hobby.
Many people who cook for pleasure
also note how relaxing it can be to
prepare a delicious meal.

Curating music playlists: People
with a love of music can take advan-
tage of the many music streaming ser-
vices to curate their own archives. Dis-
cover new music or find old favorites
and then make digital playlists for

the activities of everyday life, such as
backyard barbecues or commutes into
work. Various streaming sites allow
users to make playlists public so they
can be shared with others who enjoy
the same musical genres.

Reading: The benefits of reading
are numerous. Reading bolsters read-
ers' vocabulary, can teach them about
current events, provides an escape,
and also serves as exercise for the
brain, potentially delaying age-relat-
ed cognitive decline. Reading can be a
solitary venture done in short or long
periods of spare time. It also can be
shared with others through book clubs
and other reading groups.

Scrapbooking: Photographs are
now routinely relegated to the cloud,
where they linger in a sort of digital
limbo. Scrapbooking inspires people to
not only print their photos, but to get
creative putting them together with
designs, sayings and other mementos.

Busy individuals do not have to
pass up on hobbies because they feel
they're short on time. Plenty of activ-
ities don't require much time but still
provide a host of benefits.

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY. CALL US AT 203-298-4399.

By KYLE BRANDAY MSPT

All of us have woken up from along
night's sleep with that nagging pain
through your lower back. We pull our
knees to our chest...no relief. We try
and rotate our lumbar spine hoping for
our pain to reduce...nothing. Maybe
it’s that pesky piriformis muscle we all
keep hearing about. But none of this
is alleviating the pain we are having.

What if that pain is stemming from
a place very few of people associate
with lower back pain? We need to look
outside the box in order to track down
the illusive nature of our pain. Enter
the iliopsoas muscle, better known
as the hip flexor. The iliopsoas runs
from the front of our lumbar spine
and hip bone to the front and top of
our femur. This muscle being tight
and bound down not only pulls our
hip bone forward, but also pulls our
lumbar spine into a hyperextended
position increasing the joint pressure.
Hence that nagging low back pain we
just can’t shake.

Pulling our knees to our chest or
opening the rotation of our spine will
have little to no effect on pain generat-
ed from this type of restriction. Think
about the amount of time we spend
these days sitting at our desk, in front
of our computer, tablet, or cell phone.
Our hips are naturally flexed, putting
the hip flexor in a shortened position,
allowing it to tighten down and put
this tremendous amount of pressure
on our spine. We have all heard or been
told that changing positions during the
day to stand up and get out of our chair
will help to prevent soreness, stiffness,
and back pain. Well, there is obvious-
ly a method to the madness here. By
standing upright we are taking that hip
flexor and putting it back onto a more
normal, elongated position.

Cranking on our lower back to
stretch out or performing only stability
exercises such as pelvic tilts, crunches,
or bridges can help out some aspects
of lower back pain, but if you are not
assessing your hip flexor mobility you
could be missing the boat to fixing this
problem. Core stabilization is a very

Kyle Branday MSPT

important part of treatment and will
assist with maintain decompression
for the long term, but only if you are
concomitantly working to elongate
tight and restricted soft tissues. One
of the best exercises to stretch the hip
flexor is the half kneeling hip flexor
stretch. To perform simply attain a half
kneeling position with the side to be
stretched oriented directly under your
trunk with the thigh pointed straight
to the floor. The other leg should be
bent up to a 90-degree position at the
hip and knee. Next, slowly transfer
your trunk forward onto the forward
leg, allowing the kneeling leg to stretch
rearward as shown in the image above.
The stretch should be felt through the
front of the hip and thigh.

Given that spine pain can have a
wide variety of origin, you should seek
out consultation from a trained and
highly skilled physical therapist to as-
sess and determine the direct cause of
your pain. With physical therapists no
longer needing a doctor’s referral to
begin treatment since the enactment
of the Direct Access act in 2006, seeing
your PT is a great place to start.

at Amity Physical Therapy with locations
in Woodbridge, Hamden, Branford and
Milford. To set an appointment he can
be contacted at (203) 389-4593; www.

amitypt.com.
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The First Church of
Christ, Woodbridge

The First Church of Christ welcomes
you to our Worship Service every
Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. in the
Meetinghouse

Zoom Option: The option to at-
tend Sunday Service via Zoom is avail-
able for the time being. To receive an
invite, please email the office or log
on to our website and add your name
to our church email list. All people in
the community are welcome in person
or via Zoom.

Live Stream: Sunday Service can
be viewed on our website every Sun-
day at 10:00 a.m. A video recording
of the live stream is featured for the
entire week following the service. To
view previous Sunday Services, visit
our YouTube channel, using the link
provided on all pages of our website.
(Links, contact info, and a schedule
of upcoming Services are listed at the
bottom of this article.)

*If you would like assistance gaining
access to Sunday Services, please call
us by Friday morning, at 203-389-
2119, or email us at office@uccw.org.

Office Hours: The Church office in
the Parish House is open from 9:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. Mondays through Fridays.

Events Update: Our Lessons and
Carols Christmas Eve Service will take
place in the Meetinghouse at 5:00 p.m.
on December 24%™. Please join us for
this annual FCCW holiday tradition.
Visitors are always welcomed!

Weekly Bible Study: Bible Study
meets at the Parish House each
Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.
All are invited!

Join the FCCW Choir! New mem-
bers are always welcome. Join us for
rehearsals Wednesdays at 6:30PM.

Boy Scout Troop #907: Regular
scout meetings are held every Thurs-
day, at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish House.
Stop by with the young man in your
family (ages 11-17 years old) and meet
our great scouts! New members are
always welcome. For more information

@;;e Townﬁﬁheh;vs)

First Church of Christ Woodbridge

go to www.troop907.org.

Sanctuary Décor Restoration:
The John Canning Company has com-
pleted the Phase One sanctuary res-
toration. The scaffolding is removed,
the organ reassembled and tuned, the
Christmas decorations and poinsettias
displayed, and normal church activities
have resumed. Please attend a service
and see the restored ceiling, rosette,
cornices, and the north wall. The décor
is glorious (Luke 2:14).

Pre-school space is available:
Pre-school/day care space is available
in the Parish House at 5 Meetinghouse
Lane. Three rooms, 1,200 sq. ft., and
an outside fenced playground.

For More Information: Visit our
website at www.uccw.org for resources
such as our calendar of events, month-
ly newsletter, ministry and volunteer
opportunities, photo galleries, scout
info, and much more! Follow us on
Facebook and stay up-to-date with par-
ish happenings, including memorials
and baptism announcements.

Eeel free to email us or call the office
with all your questions. We are happy
to hear from you!

FCCW Sunday
Service Schedule
Dec. 12t
Dec. 19
Christmas Eve Service

Dec. 24t at 5:00 p.m.

Lessons and Carols
Rev. Walter Pitman
Rev. Raquel Irizarry

Rev. Karl Duetzmann
Rev. Janice Touloukian

Dec. 26"
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We will publish them for free.
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Congregation Or
Shalom Happenmgs

Join Us For
Weekly Services
Morning Minyan
> Sunday 9:00 AM - Zoomed
> Monday 8:30 AM - Zoomed
> Thursday 8:30 AM - Zoomed

Shabbat Services
> Friday 7:30 PM - Zoomed &
in person
> Saturday 9:30 AM - Zoomed &
in person

(Please call the synagogue office at
203-799-2341 for more information).

Virtual Learning

This Month

The Rabbi’s

Wednesday Morning
“Coffee &.. Learn” Class: IN-

PERSON & VIA ZOOM

Ilam-Noon

TOPIC: THE BIBLE’S TOP TEN
MOST IMPORTANT VERSES
In this course, Rabbi Wainhaus will

explore Judaism’s most important ide-
ological contributions to human civili-
zation. The course is based on the idea
that the essence of the Bible’s message
can be discovered in 10 key verses. All
Welcome! Current masking and social
distancing will be in place if you attend
in person. Email coshalome@sbcglobal.
net or call the synagogue office at 203-
799-2341 to receive the ZOOM link.

JOIN A NEW BOOK
GROUPIN 2021!
7 PM, Thursday, December 16
Led by Caryl Winter

INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER - “Utterly gripping
with richly drawn, hugely compelling
characters, this is a first-class thriller
with heart.” —Lucy Foley, New York
Times bestselling author. A beautiful
young couple’s disappearance on a gor-

: Sunday Mass: 5: OOpm

Congregation

Or Shalom

Congregation Or Shalom

geous summer night, and the mother
who will never give up trying to find
them. On a beautiful summer night in
a charming English suburb, a young
woman and her boyfriend disappear
after partying at the massive country
estate of a new college friend.

One year later, a writer moves into
a cottage on the edge of the woods
that borders the same estate. Known
locally as the Dark Place, the dense
forest is the writer’s favorite area for
long walks and it’s on one such walk
that she stumbles upon a mysterious
note that simply reads, “DIG HERE.”

Could this be a clue towards what
has happened to the missing young
couple? And what exactly is buried
in this haunted ground? With her
signature “rich, dark, and intricately
twisted” (Ruth Ware, New York Times
bestselling author) prose, Lisa Jewell
has crafted a dazzling work of suspense
that will keep you on the edge of your
seat until the final page.

To receive the link to register in ad-
vance for the Book Discussion, please
email the synagogue at coshalom@sb-
cglobal.net

Social Action

MITZVAH OF THE MONTH
Our monthly mitzvah for Decem-

ber is collecting blankets and socks.

You can drop of these items off at the

Synagogue
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Congregation Beth EZ
- Keser Israel Events

Stacy Phillips

Bluegrass Music

The Bluegrass Characters Revue will
present “A Tribute to Phil Zimmerman
and Stacy Phillips” at BEKI on Thurs-
day, December 23 at 7:30 pm. Also
performing is Kol Kahol, a group of
young musicians drawing inspiration
from bluegrass musicians like Phillips,
as well as contemporary Jewish bands
such as the Klezmatics, the Moshav
Band, and Nefesh Mountain.

When Phillips died in June 2018,
his band, which had been called Stacy
Phillips and His Bluegrass Characters,
continued the tradition of this annu-
al concert, led by Phillips’ longtime
collaborator and bandmate Phil Zim-
merman, but Zimmerman died in April
2021. This year’s performance by the
remaining Characters will be a tribute
to both Zimmerman and Phillips.

One of the members of Kol Kahol,
violinist, bassist, and vocalist Sofia
Chiarandini, was Phillips’ student and
aveteran of the annual Bluegrass Char-

acters concert. A classical as well as

bluegrass violinist, she is a graduate
of the Berklee College of Music.

The doors to BEKI will open when
the hall is ready for seating, around
7 pm. Masks are required for all au-
dience members; no food or beverag-
es will be allowed. There is no charge
for admission, but the musicians will
pass the hat.

Melodies for Prayer
Ethnomusicologist Rachel Adel-
stein will offer a 6-part program on
Mondays at 8:00 pm, starting January
10, focusing on the origins and the
evolution of tunes for Jewish prayers.
Adelstein, who received her PhD in
ethnomusicology from the Universi-
ty of Chicago, regularly offers classes
at BEKI about Jewish music. Tune in

for some or all
of the sessions,
provided with
support from
the Morris &
Sara Oppen-
heim Fund for
Sacred Mu-
sic. To request
the Zoom link,
email office@beki.org.

Tu Bishvat Seder
BEKI will celebrate Tu Bishvat,
the New Year for Trees, on Sunday,
January 16 with a Zoom Seder from
6:30 to 7:30 pm. To fully participate,
prepare a glass of wine or grape juice
and a dish of three things that grow
on trees, such as almonds, walnuts,
cashews, oranges, apples, pears, or
olives. The program will
offer songs, conversa-
tion, and videos to
keep both adults
and children en-
gaged. This is one
of BEKI’s Syna-
gogue Vegan Chal-
lenge events, supported by
Vegfund. To request the Zoom link,

email office@beki.org.

Bruce Oren Art

The current exhibition in the BEKI
galleries, “Entropy Warriors,” presents
sculpture, pho-
tography and
paintings by
New Haven
artist Bruce
Oren. A direct
carver of stone,

Oren begins g‘
carving with-
out preconcep-
tion, maquette

or plan, letting
the stone initially dictate its form. Af-
ter the stone is roughly carved, “the

rock reveals its images hidden inside,”
he explains. “It’s nothing cosmic. It’s

like seeing shapes in clouds — a vari-
ety of natural gestalt closure.” Some

of his work plays on one’s mind see-
ing figurative images in random or
abstract shapes.

The community is welcome to par-
ticipate in a conversation with the art-
ist on Saturday, February 5 at 12:30
pm; Sabbath rules will be observed.
The snow date is February 12. Oren’s
artis on display until February 26. To
arrange a time to visit the galleries, call
the BEKI office at 203-389-2108 x114.

Located at 85 Harrison Street (corner of
Whalley Avenue - Route 63 - in Westville)

Orange Congregational
Church Events

Orange Congregational Church,
United Church of Christ, invites you
to join us at 205 Meeting House Lane
in Orange for worship, or on YouTube
at Orange Congregational Church, UCC
for our livestreamed services. Our reg-
ular in-person Sunday worship is at
10:00 a.m. Christmas Eve worship will
take place in-person on Friday, Decem-
ber 24, 2021 in our Sanctuary at 3pm
& 5pm There will be intergenerational
worship and at 10pm. We will have a
traditional candlelight service with the
choir singing. Registration in advance
is requested to ensure room for all who
wish to attend; please call 203-795-
9749, email occhurch@snet.net, or visit
our website at orangecongregational-
church.org and fill out the attendance
form. Masks are also required. The
Christmas Eve 3pm & 10pm worship

Congregational Church

services will also be livestreamed for
those at home.

We are an Open and Affirming Con-
gregation, which means we welcome
all people into the full life and leader-
ship of the church regardless of race,
class, ability, gender identity, sexual
orientation, or family type. No matter
who you are or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here!

Last-Minute Holiday
Shopping Tips

Some people thrive by doing all of
their tasks early. Others seem to do
their best work when faced with a time
crunch. The methods individuals use
to manage their time at work and play
may extend to the ways they approach
holiday shopping as well.

There's no right or wrong way to
handle holiday shopping tasks, though
Christmas Eve crowds at malls and
throughout shopping districts
suggest that there's more
late comers than there are
early birds. The following
tips can help those who
typically wait until the last
minute to check names off
their lists.

Utilize free shipping services.
Shoppers who shop for gifts online
at the last minute run the risk of gifts
not arriving on time. Many online re-
tailers charge a premium for expedited
shipping. Try to stick to shopping at
online retailers that offer free shipping
even in the eleventh hour.

Create a budget. When rushing
around from store to store, it may be
easy to spend more than you want to.
Make a list of how much you want to
spend on each person, and stick to that
limit for each person. Move on to the
next store if you didn't find what you
need in your price range.

Establish a time limit. Stores have
strategies in place to keep shoppers in
their establishments longer, hoping
you'll make impulse buys. These tricks
include scenting the air with inviting

aromas, putting necessities at the rear
of the store, failing to display the time,
and putting discounted items by the
registers or door to attract shoppers.
Set an alarm on your watch or phone
for each store so you get what you need
and get out on time.

Subdivide bulk gifts. Think about
purchasing bulk gifts like gift baskets

from wholesale clubs and then
breaking them down into in-
dividual gifts. This way you
can gift several people on
one purchase and save time
in the process.

Choose one-size-fits-all
gifts. Think about a gift that
can be purchased for mul-

tiple people so you can save time
shopping for individualized gifts for
everyone. For example, print a per-
sonalized photo calendar for several
members of your family. You also can
purchase multiple subscriptions or
memberships to zoos or magazines
for people on your list. Streamlining
gifting in this way may save money as
well as time.

Choose in-store pickup. Rather
than scouring various aisles, you can
shop aretailer's website and then pick
up items in the store. You'll save on
potential shipping fees but still benefit
by avoiding crowds.

Some people wait until the last
minute to do their holiday shopping.
A few tricks of the procrastinator's
trade can make last-minute shopping
go smoothly.
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aresca

Sons
FUNERAL HOME

Crer @ Century of Caing

SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1888 « TRADITIONAL FUNERAL
CREMATION SERVICES ¢ PRE-NEED BURIAL TRUST

1330d :
1888—2021

aresca & Sons Funeral Home, established in 1888 by
Alfonso Maresca, has been privileged to provide its

services to thousands of families over the past 133 years.

The Maresca Family tradition of dignified and compassionate

funeral service has continued over four generations, currently

under the direction of great-grandson Neil R. Rapuano.

The Governor’s mansion, conveniently located in beautiful
Historic Wooster Square, with its large wing and modern
covered entrance, provides a warmly decorated and furnished
facility. Ample and attended off street parking is provided for the

comfort and safety of all visitors.

The Home, with its spacious chapels and on-site selection
areas, remains a tribute to the philosophy of unexcelled service

Complete
handicap
accessibility

sustained by Maresca & Sons for the past 133 years.

592 Chapel Street, New Haven, CT 06511
203-624-3411

www.marescafuneralhome.com
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ATTENTION ORANGE RESIDENTS!

Have an Upcoming Birth Announcement,
Anniversary, Engagement or Wedding?

Send it to us with a photo and we will publish it FREE.

Orange Town News, P.O. Box 1126, Orange, CT 06477
Email: edit@orangetownnews.com

West FHaven Funeral Home

In this age of corporate-owned funeral homes, we
are a family owned and operated establishment,
proudly serving our community since 1965.

We provide a level of dignity, respect, personal care and
attention to detail that is second-to-none. In your time

of need, allow us to honor your loved one — not because
this is our business, but because this is our way of life.

j.une’za[ Directors:

Celia Pinzi, Michael Dion & James Stricker

Pre—Arrangements & Pre—Financing Available

662 Savin Avenue, West Haven - (203) 934-7921
Email: office@westhavenfuneral.com - www.westhavenfuneral.com

9:55PM
8:45PM
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Tips For Traveling

-----

With Gifts In Tow

"There's no place like home for the
holidays." The popular Christmas tune
says it best, and millions of people sup-
port that notion every year by heading
back to their hometowns to spend the
holidays with friends and family.

The Bureau of Transportation Sta-
tistics points out that the Thanksgiving
and Christmas/New Year's holiday pe-
riods are some of the busiest times for
long-distance travel. Around Thanks-
giving, the number of trips to and from
a destination 50 miles or more away
increases by 54 percent. During the
December holiday period, the number
rises by 23 percent.

When traveling for the holidays,
suitcases and other baggage tends to
be filled with gifts, decorations and
other items like food. Packing for travel
can become a little more complicated
during this time of year. But these sug-
gestions can help ensure holiday items
make it there and back relatively easily.

Wrap them there

One way to preserve the integrity of
holiday gifts and ensure they look at-
tractive rather than crushed or ripped
is to wrap items when you arrive. Build
extra time into holiday travel so that
you arrive a day or two early. Seek out a
quiet spot and get your wrapping done.

Ship there or back

Depending on your mode of trav-
el, there may be limited cargo space
in the trunk or back of the SUV. Also,
if you're taking a long road trip that
involves rest stops or even staying
over at a hotel, gifts left in a vehicle
may attract the attention of thieves.
Lugging them into the hotel may not

be practical, either. In addition, many

airlines charge fees for extra baggage,
which can quickly add up with bulky
holiday gifts. Instead, ship gifts to their
destination, trying to plan accordingly
so that someone will be there to receive
them when they arrive. Pick a shipping
rate that fits your budget.

Make a "small gift" pact
Speak with family members and
agree to a set gift size (and/or dollar
value). A theme, such as limiting gifts
to gift cards, perfume/cologne or food,
can make this more manageable. Try
to avoid delicate items which can break
during transit. Small gifts are easily
stashed in luggage or boxes to bring
home, saving everyone a little stress.

Remove packaging
and wrapping

While they may not look as pristine
as carefully wrapped boxes, wrap soft
clothing items right in wrapping paper
or tissue paper to save on space so gifts
will take up less space. On the return
trip home, break down clothing boxes
and remove toys from their cardboard
and plastic packaging to make them
easier to transport.

Bring along an empty
piece of luggage

Much like on vacation, you'll proba-
bly return home with a few more items
than you arrived with during the holi-
days. Plan ahead with an empty piece
of luggage for stowing the new gifts.
Nest soft or foldable items into other
gifts to save on space. Shirts rolled
into shoes can save significant space.

Millions of people travel for the
holidays. A plan to get gifts to and fro
can make trips go smoothly.

@©range Town News
N

DEATH NOTICES

The Orange Town News will publish Death Notices

for Orange families free of charge as a service to our

readers. Family members please email notice (limit

250 words, please) to: edit@orangetownnews.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Qoo
SUSAN N(NAN

Justice of the Peace

Weddings, Vow Renewals & Civil Union Ceremonies

66 Derby Avenue, (RT 34) Orange, CT 06477
Cell: 203.376.8941 Office: 203.397.1616

snoonan66@optonline.net

Senior Homecare By Angels. You Calt, We Haut, SAME DAY!

Specializing in Live-In and 24-Hour Care

Up to 24 Hour Care e Hygiene Assistance ® Meal Preparation
Light Housekeeping e Errands/Shopping e Respite Care for Families
Rewarding Companionship

©

ﬁmenca 's Choice in Homecare.

mgyAn gels

LIVING ASSISTANCE SERVICES

203-298-91700

www.visitingangels.com/woodbridge

Oran

U TAMAROQILCOM 203'795'FUEL(383S)

The flcademy Museum
fintique Shop

Open Saturdays 10-3
www.OrangeHistory.org
605 Orange Center Rd.
203-795-3106

N
Orange Historical Society

Orange Town News
AN

Orange’s Exclusive Newspaper

Mailed Free To Every Home & Business in Orange

YOUR AD HERE

Call Today: 203-298-4399

DONALD F. OLIVER

HOME IMPROVEMENT, LLC

SPECIALIZING IN
VINYL SIDING * ROOFING * WINDOWS » ADDITIONS

Four Generations of Experience

175 Surrey Drive * Orange, CT 06477

203-7195-4404

H =\ Sharon Hine
J A< Landscapes, i

CTHIC 0639623

Landscape Services & Perennial Gardens

Design & Installation - Property Maintenance

Clean-ups * Mulch - Lawns -+ Trees + Shrubs - Fences + Stone Work
NOFA/Organic Land Care - Free Consultation - Insured - References
-

. \
203.668.6315 . tharonhineiandacapes.com |

DUMP RUNS wmis

High school student with a pickup
truck that will take your old mattress,
broken furniture, garbage bags,
Christmas tree, etc. to the dump.

Call or text Owen: 203.430.2443

Pat Cardozo

Your HouseSOLD Name !

203-824-2177

@
COLDWELL
BANKER

270 Amity Road,
Woodbridge, (T 06525

ﬁ
REAL ESTATE AGENT
Pat Cardozo

52016
2

NOAH EISENHANDLER
Justice of the Peace
Statewide Services
Telephone: (203) 467-0717  Facsimile: (203) 467-0559
attyeisenhandler@sbcglobal.net
Your Wedding Your Way

Medicare
Health Plans

- Contact Ben Klein at
Tzedakah House, LLC

B LUNAR DRIVL

WOODBRIDGE, CT 06525

T: 203-38B7-2266

E: BELEIN@TZEDAKAH-HOUSE COM

JUANE s SRS

John Altieri BudgetPntg@Gmail.com (203)668-8613

NG

BUDGET
PAINTING

EST. 2005

Professional | Reliable | Affordable

Business Cards Ads As Little As $30 Per Issue

2 Issues for $80 or 5 Issues for $150 « Reach Every Home and Business in Orange!
Send Your Card &Payment to: Orange Town News, P.O. Box 1126 Orange, CT 06477 or pay online at www.OrangeTownNews.com

The Benefits Of In Person Holiday Shopping

The 2020 holiday season was unlike
any other. The COVID-19 pandemic
was still affecting daily life across the
globe over the final months of 2020,
prompting many families and individ-
uals to alter holiday traditions they'd
embraced for decades. That included
how people shop. Many people avoided
in person holiday shopping in 2020.
However, the successful rollout of var-
ious COVID-19 vaccines has made in
person shopping safe again. That's
good news for local businesses and
great news for shoppers, who may
have forgotten just how much they
can benefit from shopping in person.

In person shopping is convenient.
Much is made of the convenience of
online shopping. And it's undeniable
that the ability to shop at all hours of
the day and night is convenient. How-

ever, in person shopping, especially
when shopping for others, is much
more convenient than shoppers may
realize. When shopping in person,
shoppers can get a feel for an item,
size it up and even inspect its quality
prior to purchasing it. That can save
shoppers from that disappointing feel-
ing of receiving an item in the mail only
to realize it's poorly made or oddly
sized and therefore unlikely to fit its
eventual recipient.

In person shopping isn't all about
shipping. Shipping speed is a signifi-
cant factor for online shoppers, and
that may affect just which gift they
give come the holiday season. Accord-
ing to a Dotcom report titled "How Fast
Delivery and Quality Packaging Drives
Customer Loyalty," 87 percent of shop-
pers surveyed indicated shipping was

akey factor when deciding whether to
shop with an e-commerce brand again.
That's an important consideration, as
shoppers may be more inclined to buy
an item from a retailer simply because
of their shipping speed capabilities and
not because of the quality of the item
and whether or not it's what they want
to give to their loved one. Shopping
in person removes shipping from the
equation, ensuring gift givers will give
a gift they truly want to give and not
just the one that will arrive on time.
In person shopping allows for more
accessible browsing. Within minutes of
entering a store and walking around,
shoppers may see a handful of gifts
that will ultimately be great for various
people on their lists, even if they had
no idea what to get prior to entering.
That ability to browse is more difficult

when shopping online, especially when

buying from online retailers with mas-
sive inventories of a range of products.
Such sites often require visitors to pick

a category to streamline their searches.
That's not always easy or enjoyable for
shoppers who cherish the opportuni-
ty to uncover hidden gems or more

unique gifts that aren't available all

over the internet.

In person shopping gets shoppers
out of the house. Since the onset of
the pandemic, people have spent more
time than ever within the confines
of their homes. The 2021 holiday
shopping season provides a great op-
portunity to get out of the house and
disconnect from devices. Shoppers can
even do so alongside friends and family
members they weren't able to see last
holiday season.
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We Provide Reliable
Homecare Assistance

Home Health Aides « CNAs * Companions « Homemakers * And More

FE i 718

203-777-1234
Serving Woodbridge, Orange, Milford
and Greater New Haven

CALL US FOR FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

;%g/cf

(,'bngm(fm(f

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Wishing you the best ‘of the holidays
from all of. us at The UPS Store*5292!

We Offer: Check in on Facebook at
Mailboxes our store and receive 10%
Printing OFF your next shipment!
Packaging The UPS Store 5292
UPS, USPS, DHL 554 BOSTON POST RD
Notary ORANGE, CT 06477
Shredding In the Trader Joe’s Plaza
Passport Photos (203) 799-0433
Office Supplies store5292@theupsstore.com

Locations:

Awarding-winning
Physical Therapy Woodbridge
Pediatrics to Geriatrics. Branford
e, Hamden
. ' . Milford

203'693.2350 FHYﬁICmF!;\FYj amitypt.cﬂm
135 Cherry St Milford

WEDDINGS & ENGAGEMENTS

Payne, Percy Wed

The marriage of Miss Katharine
Colonna Payne, daughter of David
Robert Payne and Sally Wool Pearson
to Dr. Andrew Percy, son of Craig Percy
and the late Jayne Percy of Westlake
Village, CA (formerly of Woodbridge)
took place on Saturday, November 6,
2021 at the Tredegar Iron Works in
Richmond, VA. Dr. Robert Horton of
Jonesville, VA officiated.

Katharine is the granddaughter
of Roberta Holt Curtis and the late
Joseph Craig Wool Jr. and Mrs. Sheila
Payne and the late Dr. Charles Frank-
lin Payne of Virginia Beach, VA. An-
drew is the grandson of John and Jane
Percy of Westfield, NJ and Gerard and
Judy Kornblum of Bellmore, NY.

Following the ceremony, the bride’s
parents hosted a reception at the Tre-
degar Iron Works. The groom’s father

hosted a brunch at the Kent -Valentine
House in Richmond, VA the day after
the wedding.

The bride is a graduate of King Wil-
liam High School and North Carolina
State University, and she received her
Masters Degree from Johns Hopkins
University in Environmental Science
and Policy. She is currently Account
Manager at Solenis Corporation. The
groom is a graduate of Amity High
School and Bates College. He received
his medical degree from VCU School
of Medicine in Richmond, VA, after
which he completed his pediatrics
residency at Johns Hopkins Hospi-
tal in Baltimore, and he is currently
a pediatric critical care fellow at the
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.
The couple resides in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.

Deason’s
.. Greetings.
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What Do We Know About 1822¢

It won’t be long before we will be
celebrating the town’s Bicentennial,
200 years after the May 28" meeting
where a “true copy” of the original
document outlining the resolve by
the Assembly that the part of Milford
known as North Milford was examined
as a true copy. The first town meeting
was held on the 2™ Monday of June,
1822 with Charles Pond Esq. high sher-
iff for the county of New Haven, as
Moderator.

The following gentlemen were cho-

sen officers:
» Town Clerk: Benjamin
L. Lambert;

> Selectmen: John Bryan, Jr. Thom-
as Painter, Ichabod A. Woodruff,
Aaron Thomas, Jr. Lyman Law;

> Treasurer: Nathan Clark;

> Constables: Nathan Merwin,
Lyman Prindle, Gerry Treat,
James Reynolds;

> Grand Jurors: Nathan Clark,
Jonathan Judd, John Hub-
bard, Nehemiah Kimberly;

> Tythingmen: Garry Treat,
Aaron Clark, Jr. Simeon
Smith, Bradford Smith,
Lyman Prindle, Samuel
L. Pardee;

> Sealers of Weights &
Measures: Jesse Hodge,
Filemon Smith;

> Pound Keepers: Nathan
Platt, Nathan Clark, James
Reynolds (stray animals
kept in a pound);

> Fence Viewers: Benjamin
Clark, Jesse Allen, Jonas F
Merwin, Robert Treat, Eliakim
Kimberly, Aaron Thomas, Jr.
(property owners supposed
to keep their fences in good
condition).

It’s easy enough for me to copy the
list from Mary Woodruff’s “History of
Orange,” but where I come in is to men-
tion that you might recognize some of
these names from outside of Orange,
West Haven perhaps? Milford? And
wonder why were they part of Orange?
Well, prior to June of 1822, the area
was part of Milford, known as North
Milford and a part of New Haven be-
ginning at the sound, following a path
to Woodbridge and the Housatonic
River etc. etc. and etc.

This new town was to receive all of
the powers and privileges as well as im-
munities that other towns in the State
enjoyed. It was also deemed that the
new town would “assume the care of
the poor.” We have several documents
in our research center mentioning this
part of the agreement. Have you ever
noticed a small structure in front of
the Town Hall? It may not be used
for announcements now but a public
signpost was required at the time to

post the meetings at least six days be-
fore it was to take place. A committee
was appointed to select a name for the
town and I have written about it in
previous stories but will relate it to you
here. Since the area was already North
Milford with the southern part Bryan’s
Farms, the name of North Milford was
mentioned but there was a difference
of opinion, what else? Some favored
Milford Haven, not my favorite, others
Westford, again not my

choice. Finally, in
commemo-
ration of

the

ben-
efits re-
ceived by the
colonists of the
Connecticut Colony some
135 years earlier, Orange was chosen
to honor Prince William of Orange.
Now talk about a reach. Ok, so it’s
like this. King Philip’s War, ca 1676,
was a costly one, not only in deaths
of the colonists but in foodstuffs and
munitions expended as well as what
had been marauded. He wasn’t really
aking but the leader of the Wampano-
ag’s from Rhode Island. This, however,
was not the only threat to the Connect-
icut colony and New England as well
was about to experience the wrath of
London and its authoritarian direction.
The northern colonies were not pro-
ducing marketable goods in England

but Connecticut was, so England felt
strongly that all of the colonies needed
to be united in one strong “royal” gov-
ernment. Yipes, Connecticut was doing
so well as a colony, left alone by King
Charles II. However, King James II, his
brother and successor cited Massachu-
setts and Connecticut for “disregard of
the English acts of trade.” Writ upon
writ were leveled at the little colony so
that an agent was dispatched to plead
the case for Connecticut.
Finally, in
1686, a 34
writ was

served
on Connect-
icut, informing
Governor Treat that he
was to surrender its charter and by
1687 Edmund Andros was commis-
sioned, by James II, as governor of
the Dominion of New England. So, on
October 22, 1687 Andros announced
his plans to visit Hartford and take the
Connecticut charter and assume con-
trol of the government, English style.
Andros and a retinue of 75 men set off
for Hartford and the public meeting
house, where he was met by Governor
Treat and others, giving Andros the
governor’s chair.
He, Andros, read his commission
as governor and demanded the char-
ter and Governor Treat followed with

a lengthy, dramatic speech which
brought the meeting into the late
afternoon requiring that candles be
lit. Now what might appear to us as a
fairytale is not, but a turn of fate that
kept Connecticut strong and Andros
furious. Why the charter itself was on
the table for Andros to grab is beyond
me, but as the October winds blew past
the meeting house, the candles were
extinguished and darkness fell upon
the assembly.

And, and? The charter was whisked
away and hidden in an old oak tree*....
an obvious home of a colonial squirrel.
Little did that critter know what he
was sleeping on. Although the assem-
bly bowed to Andros and allowed him
to assume control, he later became
autocratic in levying fees for a number
of business transactions and marriages

as well as freedom of the press. What
was most upsetting was his declara-
tion that land titles of the colonists
were invalid.
Luckily for Connecticut,
James was feeling the pinch of
revolt in England in his uneven
handling of government offic-
es being given to Catholics as
well as ordering the Anglican
bishops to sign a Declaration
of Indulgence. Seven of them
were tried for libel, but were
overwhelmingly acquitted
and when a son was born to
James, a Catholic would ascend
the throne. In comes William to
save the day. Both the Whigs and
Tories appealed to James’ daugh-
ter Mary and her husband Prince
William of Orange who was the
ruler of the Netherlands to become
the new sovereigns, both Protestants.

James fled to France and news of
the revolution quickly spread to New
England and the “arms” of James II
were seized, but Andros fled soon to
be arrested. No, I don’t know what
happened to him. All became normal
once again, reestablishing the orig-
inal charter. I note here that Prince
William appears to have sojourned to
the colonies thus giving rise to the
honor given in 1822, but to tell you the
truth, I don’t really see it that way. I do
know that he also went down to the
Carolinas as we, at the Academy have
a sheriff’s arm patch with William’s
Coat of Arms, just as we had on our
town flag given to Orange during the
Sesquicentennial by the First Federal
Bank of New Haven. One of those flags
can be seen hanging on the wall in the
Academy with the story and pictures
of William and Mary.

End of story, folks.

*The Bridge across the Connecticut
River is the Charter Oak Bridge....now
you know that bit of history.
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Our experienced service technicians are never on a sales
commission. Our delivery drivers will treat your property as if it were
their own. Our family takes pride in providing the best customer
service in our industry.

We are Tamaro Oil Corporation, and we’ve been serving Orange for

Four Generations. Call today to discover how our family can earn your
trust in business.

203-795-FUEL T%%IARO TamaroQil.com




